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600 W. 55th St, La Grange, IL 60525 

September 29, 2024 | Twenty - Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Parish Office  

(708) 352-6209 
Monday - Friday 
9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Mission and Vision Statement  

“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.” 

Mt 28:19-20 

St. Cletus School  

(708) 352-4820  
stcletusschool.com 
700 W 55th St, La Grange, IL 60525 

Canticle 
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Directory  

Weekday Masses 
Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. Mass  
 

Sunday Masses 
Saturday Vigil, 5 p.m. (English) 
Streamed live: https://www.youtube.com/
@stcletusparish/streams 

7:15 a.m. (English) 
8:45 a.m. (English) 
10:30 a.m. (English) 
12:30 p.m. (Español) 
 

Confessions 
Saturdays, 8:30 a.m. - 9:15 a.m. 
 

Baptisms / Bautizos 
Contact the parish office  
(708) 352 - 6209 
 

Religious Education For Children 
Educación Religiosa Para Niños 
Contact /  Comuníquese  con  
Norma Hernandez (708) 968 - 6474 
 

O.C.I.A 
Contact the parish office. 
 

Weddings 
Please contact the parish office 6 
months prior to the wedding date. 
 

Quinceañeras y Presentaciones 
Comuníquese con Juanita Avila al  
(708) 215 - 5441. 
 

Funerals 
Contact the parish office. 
 

St. Cletus School 
(708) 352 - 4820  
stcletusschool.com 
700 W 55th St, 
La Grange, IL 60525 

Parish Information 

Pastoral Staff 
Rev. Elmer Romero  
Pastor 
eromero@stcletusparish.com 
 

Rev. Javier Alexander Garcia 
Associate Pastor 
jgarcia@stcletusparish.com 
 

Rev. Robert Clark  
Pastor Emeritus   
 

Deacon Franco Foti 
ffoti@stcletusparish.com 
 

Norma Hernandez 
Coordinator of Faith Formation 
for Children and Teens 
nhernandez@stcletusparish.com 
 

Juanita Avila  
Hispanic Ministry 
javila@stcletusparish.com 
 

 
 

Rev. Michael Novick 
Associate Pastor 
mnovick@stcletusparish.com 
 

Rev. John Lodge and  
Rev. Ron Kalas 
Senior Priest for Weekend 
Liturgies  
 

Deacon Ramón Cazales 
rcazales@stcletusparish.com 
 

Larry Manetti 
O.C.I.A 
lmanetti@stcletusparish.com  
 

Kendall Grant  
Social Concerns  

kgrant@stcletusparish.com 
 

Ryan Rump 
Music Ministry 
rrump@stcletusparish.com 

Operations Staff 

School 

Deacon Franco Foti  
Operations Director 
ffoti@stcletusparish.com 
 

Giselle Rico  
Office Manager 
grico@stcletusparish.com 
 

Luis Lopez  
IT Manager 
llopez@stcletusparish.com 

Jim Dion 
Business Manager 
jdion@stcletusparish.com 
 

Olga Montalvo 
Parish Office Coordinator 
omontalvo@stcletusparish.com 
 

Derek Sawicki 
Maintenance Supervisor  
dsawicki@stcletusparish.com 

Greg Porod 
Principal 
gporod@stcletusparish.com 
 

Mary Lee Krieger  
Administrative Assistant 
mkrieger@stcletusparish.com 
 

Frank Ochoa 
Dual Language Immersion 
Coordinator 
fochoa@stcletusparish.com 
 

Christy Schaefer 
Assistant Principal 
cschaefer@stcletusparish.com 
 

Kate Townsend  
Receptionist/Administrative 
Assistant 
ktownsend@stcletusparish.com 
 

Sara Hodak  
Parish/School Life Coordinator  
shodak@stcletusparish.com 
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Mass Intentions 

Please remember our sick in your prayers: Please remember our dead in your prayers: 

† Mary Anne Matthews, Wife of Jim Matthews 
† Allan Barski, Father of Dawn Pearente 
† Charles Thomas Westerlund, Father of Erick Wes 
† James Fernandez  
† Lois Love  

Debbie Cote | Joanne Kasang |Jorea Touranjeau| 
Caroline Mhley | Diana McHale | Dr. George Schein 
| Claire Caueney |Rose Hammer | Ann Kuchta | 
Cynthia Gosse| Denise & Rich Jandura | George & 
Barb Zycam| June Matasic | Richard Madsen  

Saturday 
September 28 

Rev. Michael Novick 5 p.m. † Benjamin Patrick Hyink 
† Kurt Klecan 
† Ellen Benrus 

† Michael John O'Connell 
Janet Boyer (Special Intention) 

Sunday 
September 29 

Rev. Alexander Garcia 7:15 a.m. † Julia Kopacz  

  Rev. Michael Novick 8:45 a.m. † Deceased Members of St 
Cletus CWC 
† Nick Brzezniak 

Health Blessing for John 
Prusko, Sr. (Living) 

  Rev. John Lodge 10:30 a.m. † Brian Luczak 
† Serafin Hernandez 

† Gregorio Villajos JR 
† Joseph P. Kurcz 

  Rev. Alexander Garcia 12:30 p.m. † Gustavo Chavez 
† Audel Garcia 
† Rosario Garcia 
† Guillermo Hernandez Perez 

† Por Las Benditas Almas del   
   Purgatorio 
Jose Luis Soto & Familia     
   (Special Intention) 
Tina & Noah Lopez (Birthday) 

Monday 
September 30 

Rev. Alexander Garcia 8 a.m. St. Cletus Parishioners  

Tuesday 
October 1 

Rev. Michael Novick 8 a.m. † Adam and Marie Pietrzak 
† Robinson Family 

† Irene Wisniewski 
† Derek Klein 

Wednesday 
October 2 

Rev. Elmer Romero 8 a.m. † B.C. & Rip Collins † Robin Anne 

Thursday 
October 3 

Rev. Michael Novick 8 a.m. St. Cletus Parishioners  

Friday 
October 4 

Rev. Elmer Romero 8 a.m. † Louie Marasovic 
† Nan & Bob Rettig 
† Ralph Kriho & daughter, 
Laura 

† Frank Baggio 
† Frank Wojcik 

Saturday 
October 5 

Rev. Elmer Romero 5 p.m. † Robert Hoffman 
† Ellen Benrus 
† Eugene Bender 

† Eugene Copp 
Janet Boyer (Special Intention) 

Sunday 
October 6 

Rev. Elmer Romero 7:15 a.m. † John and Frances Kennedy † Patrick Mahoney 

  Rev. John Lodge 8:45 a.m. Health Blessing for John 
Prusko, Sr. (Living) 

 

  Rev. Alexander Garcia 10:30 a.m. † Louis Berger 
† Sammy Colonna 
† Marco, Emilia Rattin & Bill De 
Pasquale 

† Nancy Sarallo 
Alan And Kathy Gress (Special 
Intention) 

  Rev. Michael Novick 

Dcn. Ramon Cazales 

12:30 p.m. † Jose Salgado & Mariana Marti 
† Jose Juan Martinez Mendoza 

Viviana Quintero Camacho 
(Living) 
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Par-

A Note from the Pastor’s Desk 

Dear Friends, 

On Tuesday morning, September 
17th, 2024, I had the blessing to 
pray and celebrate Mass with our 
children from our school. During 
my homily I asked them, “What is 
God doing at this moment for 
you?” I saw a lot of hands going 
up as I asked the question. One 
said, “He is blessings us.” The 
second child said, “He keeps us 
safe.” And the third one said, “He 
is watching us with love.” No 
wonder why Jesus says in the 
Gospel of Matthew 19:14, “Let 
the children come to me.” My 
heart felt the warmness of Jesus 
Christ through the faith, prayer, 
and active participation of our 
children in Mass.  

Two days later, on Thursday, 
September 19th, 2024, at 1:15 
PM, we had the blessing to 
celebrate the Annual 
Grandfriend’s Mass in Church. 
We had over 630 people that 
joined us. They were seated 
with their grandchildren. Some 
parents and teachers served as 
ushers as they welcomed 
everyone to their pews. Children 
served at Mass as altar servers, 
lectors, gift bearers, cantor, and 
members of the choir. We were 
blessed to have Fr. Ron Kalas as 
the celebrant and homilist for this special Mass. As 
you know, Fr. Kalas radiates peace, joy, and the love 
of God. I would like to offer my sincere gratitude to 
him and to all who prepared this special liturgy with 
care and love.  

Our parish is blessed with a good, kindhearted, and 
committed Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) Active 

members of St. Cletus parish, they love serving and 
sharing their faith and strengths 
with all of us. Out of their healthy 
relationship with God they are 
witnesses of kindness, reason, 
and generosity. Thanks to them, 
we were able to have an 
overnight retreat at Mundelein 
Seminary on Friday, September 20
-21, 2024. I found the overnight 
retreat a blessing. I would like to 
offer my gratitude to Monica 
Herron, President of the PPC, for 
her fine leadership, and to all 
those who made the time. Please 
hold them in prayer.  

This weekend, I am happy to 
share with you our Fiscal Year 
2023-24 Financial Report 
through our parish bulletin. We 
ended the fiscal year (July 1st, 
2024 – June 30th,2024) with a 
surplus. I encourage you to look 
at the financial report, the 
message from Doug Morrissey, 
Chairperson of the Parish 
Finance Council, and Deacon 
Franco Foti, Operations Director.  
We are blessed to have such a 
good and dedicated Parish 
Finance Council. Their witness, 
generosity, and counsel fill my 
heart with gratitude. I too 
experience God blessing us at St. 
Cletus every single day. I 
consider your witness, 

generosity, and commitment to St. Cletus Parish as 
a blessing. As I offer you my gratitude, I ask the Lord 
to fill your hearts with his love and peace.  

May our experience of God blessing us, keeping us 
safe, and watching us with love continue to grow.  

Fr. Elmer Romero  

“It is more blessed to give than to receive.”  
Acts 20:35b  
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AUTUMN IS UPON US 

Change is in the air.  That’s what we begin to see once 

the autumnal equinox rolls around.   

It’s also time when the Church begins to think forward.  

There are a mere 9 weeks of Ordinary Time to go before 

a new liturgical year will be upon us.  Yet there are still 

plenty of activities going on at St. Cletus.  October will 

bring the Pet Blessing, Mass with the Anointing of the 

Sick, the Parish Potluck, and an Evening of Rosary.  Then 

November always begins with two major days in the 

Church calendar – the Solemnity of All Saints (a holy day 

of obligation) and the Commemoration of All the Faith-

ful Departed.  All of the above is to say that everyone is 

invited to attend and pray and celebrate. 

Two Sundays ago, I spoke in my homily about how my 

dream for the Catholic Church would be that all of the 

Catholics who had stopped practicing their faith would 

all wake up on the same day and realize that just maybe 

they were wrong in leaving the faith – that maybe they 

thought “I was wrong to simply stereotype all priests 

and religious.”  Or, “they don’t really always talk about 

money.”  There are plenty of other examples that 

COULD be used.  Maybe even, “I’ve really missed the 

Eucharist.”  But what if I told you that it truly COULD 

happen? 

There are a couple of things that would need to happen 

to make that vision a reality.  One of those things would 

be a full societal return to family values.  While society 

has seen a sort of re-defining of what constitutes a 

“family” in terms of who or how many people are living 

in a home, the basic feeling of being a family is less than 

it once was.  There once existed parents and children 

who would say good morning, good night, and I love 

you.  Now, parents and children barely have time to say 

not only those three phrases, but it is more take the 

children to athletics or events, with barely enough time 

for children to finish homework before 10:30pm.  Does 

that work?  Current societal norms might say yes, but 

invariably over time, the core of family doesn’t last.  And 

even more frequently, it becomes more of an issue 

when end of life issues occur.  Children and grandchil-

dren have less connection with their parents, grandpar-

ents, and guardians, and don’t have good family time to 

process death and grief, especially being so far apart 

when children are old enough and move away.  I’ve 

seen it all too often.  And then the result is that chil-

dren/grown-ups lose the ability to cope. 

My own family upbringing, I realize, was much more 

traditional especially when it came to death.  My broth-

er and my cousins were always at wakes and funerals.  

Our parents wanted more for us.  They didn’t want us to 

struggle with death and end of life issues; instead, they 

helped us to navigate difficult situations and the im-

portance of being able to process as a family. 

End of life issues is merely one example of how family 

life can take a turn in a direction of improvement.  They 

will never be easy, no matter how old we get, but be-

coming cold to such issues is not a good way to handle 

things.  Real family support goes a long way. 

More soon. Fr. Mike 

A letter from the Associate Pastor’s Desk  

My name is Kevin Morelock. My wife and I have 
two sons currently attending St. Cletus School. 

I attended grammar school at St. Albert the 
Great, graduated from St. Rita of Cascia High 
School, and then obtained a bachelor’s degree 
of Science from St. Xavier University. My 
Catholic upbringing played a big part in my life 
while growing up. I asked to join the school 
board last year because I want to be a part of 
St. Cletus’ community and help any way I can to foster 
and maintain a wonderful learning environment for my  

children and the future generations of 
Catholics. 

My wife and I love to encourage our sons to 
get involved in as many activities as possible 
to help foster a sense of community and 
belonging. This year we plan on doing chess, 
cross country, track and field, football, 
basketball, volleyball, as well as all the other 
annual events scheduled. We typically go to 

1030 mass when we are not visiting my parents at their 
parish for weekend mass.   

School News: Meet one of our School Board Members, Kevin Morelock  
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Annual Report  

Message from the Parish Finance Council  
 
Dear Fellow St. Cletus Parishioners, 
 
The Finance Council is a consultative body whose purpose is to advise the pastor and assist him with his 
financial responsibilities. The Council members are committed to understanding the state of the Parish’s 
finances so that we can work with Fr. Elmer Romero and the Parish staff to understand the needs of the 
Parish and help form long-range plans to ensure that the Parish can meet its responsibilities.  
 
Please take a look at the Balance Sheets, Statement of Revenue and Expenses, and Summary of the Parish 
Financial Report for the last fiscal year. We are pleased to note that both the Parish and the School had 
positive net operating incomes for the year. Just as importantly, we are pleased that the Parish has been 
able to do so while continuing and even expanding the important work of its ministries.  
 
Starting with our 2022 message, the Finance Council has regularly addressed the Parish’s debt to the 
Archdiocese stemming from the 2013 “To Teach Who Christ Is” fundraising campaign.  In 2021 that debt 
stood at $675,000. In the past three years the Parish has made payments of nearly $160,000, including a 
$60,000 payment during the past year. Although the debt remains substantial, it does not accrue any 
interest or penalties. The Finance Council continues to be cognizant of this obligation, and is committed to 
assisting the Parish to fully satisfy it. 
 
2023 saw the return of the Fall Fest, which was a great success. That success was repeated last month, 
thanks to the efforts of the Parish staff and the many, many volunteers.  Particular thanks go out to Sara 
and John Hodak, who have chaired the effort for more than two years.  In addition to being a focal point for 
the Parish and the community, the Fall Fest raises important funds for the Parish and the school.   
 
The members of the Finance Council are grateful for the efforts of Deacon Franco Foti (Parish Operations 
Director) and Jim Dion (Business Manager) for their efforts in compiling and preparing the financial 
statements. We would also like to acknowledge their tireless efforts to reduce Parish expenses while 
attending to necessary repairs and increased maintenance operations across the Parish campus.  
 
As always, we ask for your continued support and prayers. 
 
Thank you,  
 
The St. Cletus Parish Finance Council 
 
Jonathan Andrews   Doug Morrissey   Tom Reisel   
Renee Callaghan  Patty Morrissey   Adriana Varela 
Jim Gorman   Bob Persa    John Vincent  
    
 
 
Please use this email finance@stcletusparish.com or call the rectory 708-352-6209 with any questions. 



 

Page 7 

Annual Report  
Message from Deacon Franco Foti, Operations Director  

 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Thank you for your loyal support and commitment to St. Cletus Parish.   I am pleased to share the Annual 
Report for the fiscal year 2023-2024.  As the Operations Director, I feel very fortunate to have been a part of 
St. Cletus Parish for the past 14 months and witnessed your generosity. 

Looking back on this past year, I am truly thankful for the outpouring of community support that allowed St. 
Cletus Parish to continue its mission. I am optimistic about this community's future, and I am very grateful for 
the generous support of the Parish Pastoral and Finance Councils, the different ministries, volunteers, staff 
members, and all parishioners. 

Thank you for supporting our mission to bring the message of our Lord Jesus Christ to everyone in this corner 
of the world. May you always be abundantly blessed. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Deacon Franco Foti 

Operations Director   
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Annual Report  
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Summary of the Parish Annual Report for fiscal year 2024  

 
• Collections. Sunday, Holy Day, and Christmas and Easter collections totaled $1,514,679.34. While post-

COVID Mass attendance is down by about 12.26% compared to pre-COVID attendance, our weekly col-
lections are only down about 3.15% from pre-COVID levels. Of course, this is not just an issue with our 
Parish; this is an issue with all parishes. Thank you for your continued generosity. 

 
• “To Teach Who Christ Is” Debt.  The Parish reduced this debt by $60,000, leaving a balance of 

$515,109.74. This debt is explained in more detail in messages from the Finance Council in the preced-
ing two fiscal years. 

 
• School Funding.  In previous years the Parish has provided financial support to the School.  This past 

fiscal year, however, the School was financially self-sufficient.  Due to the profit from the Fall Fest, cost 
savings in payroll and books and supplies, and fantastic fundraising efforts by students, parents, and 
supporters, the School had a net operating income of $82,569.69. 

 
• Net Operating Income. The Parish finished the June 30, 2024, fiscal year with a net operating income of 

$214,598.13 (includes Food Pantry net income of $71,445.16). 
 
• Investment Gains. The Parish’s investment accounts had a net unrealized gain of $38,423.40. The 

school’s investment account had a net unrealized gain of $59,628.30. Because investment gains and 
losses are not part of the Parish’s/School’s normal operations, they are not considered in determining 
the parish’s/school’s operating income but rather considered Other Revenue. 

 
• Parish Data: 

 
Registered families: 1,350   School Enrollment: 278 Pre-K- 8th grade 
Baptisms: 104     Religious Education: 410 
Marriages: 13     Communions: 115 
Funerals:  71     Confirmations: 93 

Annual Report  
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Parish Life 

Saints and Special Observances 
 

Sunday: 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time; Priesthood 
Sunday 
Monday: St. Jerome, Priest and Doctor of the 
Church 
Tuesday: St. Thérèse of the Child Jesus, Virgin and 
Doctor of the Church 
Wednesday: The Holy Guardian Angels 
Friday: St. Francis of Assisi 
Saturday: Saint Faustina Kowalska, Virgin; Bl. 
Francis Xavier Seelos, Priest 

Readings of the week  
 

Sunday: Nm 11:25-29/Ps 19:8, 10, 12-13, 14 (9a)/
Jas 5:1-6/Mk 9:38-43, 45, 47-48 
Monday: Jb 1:6-22/Ps 17:1bcd, 2-3, 6-7/Lk 9:46-50 
Tuesday: Jb 3:1-3, 11-17, 20-23/Ps 88:2-3, 4-5, 6, 7
-8/Lk 9:51-56 
Wednesday: Jb 9:1-12, 14-16/Ps 88:10bc-11, 12-
13, 14-15/Mt 18:1-5, 10 
Thursday: Jb 19:21-27/Ps 27:7-8a, 8b-9abc, 13-14/
Lk 10:1-12 
Friday: Jb 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5/Ps 139:1-3, 7-8, 9-
10, 13-14ab/Lk 10:13-16 
Saturday: Jb 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17/Ps 119:66, 71, 75, 
91, 125, 130/Lk 10:17-24 
Next Sunday: Gn 2:18-24/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6 (see 
5)/Heb 2:9-11/Mk 10:2-16 or 10:2-1 

Date Time Events Location 

Tuesday, October 1 3 p.m. 

6 p.m. 

7 p.m. 

School Faculty Meeting 

Pilot Alpha (English) 
Eucharistic Revival Committee Meeting. 

Gallagher Room 

Gallagher Room 

Rectory 

Wednesday, October 2 9 a.m. 

1 p.m. 

1 p.m. 

7 p.m. 

7 p.m. 
 

Mission Ladies 

Parish Staff Meeting 

Living Rosary 

Lectors– Continuing Education Class 

Lectors– Continuing Education Class 
(Spanish) 

Gallagher Room 

Gallagher Room 

Church 

Gallagher Room 

Room 213 

Thursday, October 3 All Day 

8:00 a.m. 

4 p.m. 

7 p.m. 

St. Vincent de Paul Donation Truck  

School Picture Day  

Food Pantry Distribution 

Year 2: Confirmation Parent Meeting 

Parking Lot (West Side) 

Morrissey Hall 

Food Pantry 

Morrissey Hall 

Friday, October 4 All Day 

6:00 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

St. Vincent de Paul Donation Truck  

Alpha Piloto (Spanish) 

St. Cletus Holy Name Society Meeting 

Parking Lot (West Side) 

Gallagher Room 

Gallagher Room 

Saturday, October 5 All Day 

9 a.m 

11:30 a.m 

4:30 p.m. 

St. Vincent de Paul Donation Truck  

ICN Resume Review  

Altar Server Training  

Baby Bottle Distribution  

Parking Lot (West Side) 

Gallagher Room  

Church 

Church 

Sunday, October 6 During 

Masses 

Baby Bottle Distribution  Church 
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St. Cletus Food 
Pantry 
 

Thursdays 
4-8 p.m.  
 
Wish List:  
• Cereal 

• Baby Wipes 

• Toilet Paper 

• Paper Towels 

• Shampoo 

• Body wash 

• Hand Soap 

• Boxed Potatoes  

• Crackers 

 

Follow us on 

Facebook: 

@StCletusFoodPantry  

 

Instagram:  

@St.CletusFoodPantry 

If you have questions or 
would like to volunteer 
Kendall Grant  
(708)215-5418  
kgrant@stcletusparish.com  

Social Concerns 



 

Page 12 

Ministerio Hispano 
Fecha Hora Evento Lugar 

Domingo, 29 de 
septiembre 

12:30 p.m. Misa en Español 
.Spanish Mass  

Iglesia 

Martes, 1 de octubre  7:00 p.m. Adoración al Santísimo 
Adoration to the Blessed Sacrament 

Iglesia 

Segundo sábado de cada 
mes 

8 p.m. - 5 a.m. Misa, Confesiones, Adoración Nocturna 
Mass, Confessions, Nocturnal Adoration 

Iglesia 

Sábados 8:30 - 9:15 a.m. Confesiones  Iglesia 

Cada 12 del mes  7:00 p.m. Devoción Guadalupana / Guadalupe Devotion  Iglesia 

Si desea una intención de misa para la Misa de 
12:30 p.m., llame a la oficina principal (708)352-
6209 . Las intenciones de misa deben solicitarse 
antes del miércoles si su intención es para ese fin de 
semana y la donación sugerida por cada intención 
es de $10.  

If you would like a mass intention, please call the 
main office (708)352-6209 Mass intentions must be 
requested by Wednesday if your intention is for 
that weekend. Mass Intentions should be requested 
with anticipation, suggested donation per Mass 
Intention is $10.       

Intenciones de Misa  Mass Intentions  

El Ministerio Hispano lleva a cabo la Devoción 
Guadalupana rezando el rosario todos los días 12 de 
cada mes a las 7:00 p.m. en la iglesia. Todos 
están invitados a participar. 

The Hispanic Ministry holds the Guadalupe 
Devotion by praying the rosary every 12th day of 
each month at 7:00 pm in the church.  
Everyone is invited to participate. 

Devoción Guadalupana      Guadalupe Devotion 

Habrá una reunión general para todos los Lectores 
del ministerio hispano el miércoles 2 de octubre a 
las 7:00 pm en el Gallagher Room. Compartirán sus 
experiencias en el Ministerio y descubrirán formas 
de crecer en el Ministerio.  

There will be a general meeting for all Lectors in the 

Hispanic ministry on Wednesday, October 2nd  at 

7:00pm in Gallagher Room. They will be sharing 

their experiences in the Ministry and find out ways 

to growth in the Ministry.  

Educación Continua para todos los  
Lectores Hispanos 

Continuing Education for all  
Hispanic Lectors 

El Ministerio Hispano tendrá una convivencia de 
hospitalidad para todos los líderes del Ministerio 
Hispano el 6 de octubre despues de la Misa de 
12:30 p.m. en la yarda que la iglesia. Estaremos 
disfrutando de uns deliciosos tacos y muchos 
antojitos mexicanos más.   

The Hispanic Ministry will have a hospitality 
fellowship for all Hispanic Ministry leaders on 
October 6 after the 12:30 p.m. Mass in the church 
yard. We will be enjoying delicious tacos and many 
more Mexican delicacies.   

Convivio para los Lideres del 
Ministerio Hispano  

Hispanic Ministry  
Leaders' Gathering  
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September 21-22, 2024 

Holy Moments 
Our recent Fall Fest was a blessed success and demonstrated who we are here at St. Cletus. I was so proud 
to witness such amazing collaboration between our school, parish, community, and even those who had no 
affiliation at all with St. Cletus. There was something for everyone 
– food, beverage, music, games, rides, and even tents for those 
who just wanted to relax, take in the crowd, and enjoy some nice 
weather. We should extend our sincere appreciation to Sara and 
John Hodak for their countless dedication in organizing the event 
from start to finish, to our parish and school leadership teams for 
supporting them, to each of our dedicated volunteers for 
donating their valuable time, and to our attendees for embracing 
our invitation and welcome.  
   -Michael Burns, School Board President  
 
 It was wonderful seeing so many people enjoying our beautiful 
Fall Fest weekend! My own family had a fantastic time on the 
rides, playing games, winning prizes and dunking Fr. Elmer in the dunk tank! An event this big is certainly a 
team effort. Thank you to all of the volunteers that helped make this event a success, from set up to beer 
pouring, ride ticket sales to cleanup crew, running the raffles and info table to serving coffee, running bingo 
and everything in between. The Fall Fest Committee, staff, volunteers and our  

co-chairs Sara and John Hodak did a wonderful job building on the success of 
previous years. Can’t wait for next year!  
- Kendall Grant, Director of Social Concerns  
 

When I was principal, I always looked forward to our parish/school carnival. It 
was a time for us to celebrate our parish with the local community, who were 
able to observe the collaboration of parish and school families. The St. Cletus 

Fall Fest brings me that to those days, having the opportunity to work and 
enjoy the camaraderie, seeing some of my old friends from St. Joseph and 

having that opportunity to catch up and hearing they found new home at St. 
Cletus as I did five years ago when I was asked by Mr. Porod to come to St. 

Cletus as Chess Coach.”  
   - Larry Manetti, OCIA coordinator 

 
Fall Fest 2024 was a magical experience. The lights, colors, conversations, 

food, and music all impacted in some way our senses enabling us to appreciate all God’s gifts in our lives. 
Fall Fest 2024 also provided us with the opportunity to experience fellowship with new friends, neighbors 

and community members. A fun time seemed to be 
had by everyone whether you were enjoying some 

food, a beverage, or the sights and sounds of the 
rides. Special thanks to our Fall Fest Coordinators 

John and Sara Hodak, the entire Fall Fest 2024 
Committee, and the many volunteers who made 

these four days possible for us to experience at St. 
Cletus. Looking forward to Fall Fest 2025!  

- Principal Gregory Porod  
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St. Cletus Parish Preferred Partners 

CCW installs new Board Members, presents Camy Award and 
celebrates Fr. Mike’s Birthday with live entertainment. 
 
The St. Cletus Conference of Catholic Women initiated a new year with 
the installation of 15 officers and presenting two members with our 
new CAMY award. CAMY stands for C=CCW, A- Amazing, M=Member, 
Y=of the Year. Since this is the first year for this award we presented it 
to not one, but two longtime, 
amazing members : Magda Klein and Geri Hinton. These ladies are 
always volunteering, no matter day or night to help out with our 
various activities . A well deserved congratulations to both. Please feel 
free to also pass on your congrats when you see them. 

 
At the meeting we also celebrated Fr. Mike’s 
birthday and enjoyed a concert of patriotic and 
nostalgic tunes given by the A La Carte group from 
the Choral-Aires Chorus of Addison. 
 
If you’re interested in joining our group, especially 
to help with our Annual Parish PotLuck Dinner on 
Saturday, October 19 please call 708-710-0644. 

Catholic Council of Women (CCW) 
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Lawrence r. Lewandowski

CPA/PFS, MST, CFP®

Parishioner | 40 Years Experience

Call for an Appointment 708-860-6532

Tax Preparation & Planning

Personal Financial & Retirement Planning

Registered Investment Advisor

Home Visits Available for Elderly & Disabled

Call for an Appointment 708-860-6532

Eddie Diaz, Realtor® 

C: 773-960-0213 

6839 West Archer Ave., Chicago, IL 60638 

eddie.diaz@c21nuvisionre.com | www.ediiediazrealtor.net

LaGrange Coin & Stamp
We Buy and Sell

Coins, Currency & Stamps

708 579-5397
25 W Plainfield Rd • Countryside

www.lagrangecoin.com

708-354-0991 
917 W. 55th Street • Countryside

• CASUAL FAMILY DINING 
• DAILY SPECIALS 
• OVER 30 FLAT SCREEN TV’S 
• LET US CATER YOUR PARTY

NOW ACCEPTING  
FALL REGISTRATION 

224-698-9030                www.harlingdancers.com

Ruzicka’s  

Home Improvement

SPECIALIZING IN 

Maintenance & Improvements 
• Decks • Carpentry • Vinyl Siding 
• Flooring & Windows • Painting 

 

References - Insured 
FREE Estimates

No job too large or too small! 
Call Paul 708-602-9366

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

WHERE YOUR LANDSCAPING 
DREAMS COME TRUE!

• LAWN MAINTENANCE 
• LANDSCAPE DESIGN
• SNOW PLOWING  
   & SALTING 
   (COMMERCIAL) 
• LANDSCAPE LIGHTING 
• DRAINAGE WORK 
• JUNK REMOVAL

QUALITY CARE | DISCOUNT PRICES 
FREE ESTIMATES

CALL ROBBIE AND DONNIE
 

708-489-6333 
rwslandscapinginc.com

Emergency PlumbersEmergency Plumbers  
773-424-0363773-424-0363  

INFINITYINFINITY247247.COM .COM 
• • Parishioner DiscountParishioner Discount • •

Los resultados varían. Se requiere una consulta para 
determinar si su caso califica. Esto tiene finalidad 
meramente informativa y no constituye asesoría legal.

ABOGADA DE INMIGRACIÓN

REGÍSTRATE 
PARA ARREGLAR  
SIN SALIR

(877) 474-6725

Robinson Accounting & Tax, LLC
Victoria  A. Robinson 

Accountant | Parishioner
tel. (708) 937-9366 

915 55th St. Ste #101 | Western Springs, IL 60558 
victoria@mcgrealrobinson.com | robinsontaxllc.com

Specializing in Accounting Services, Payroll Services, Tax Preparation
for Individuals and Businesses and Incorporation Services

Anthony Barone
CPA, MBA, MST

708.430.3232

Personal & Individual Income
Tax Preparation

Business Accounting & Payroll Services

Tony@ABCPAInc.com
Parishioner

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.809.3570
/mo.$1995

Starting at

md-medalert.comCALL NOW!
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Sales - Service - Installation

Insured, Licensed, Bonded

• Furnaces • Air Conditioners

• Boilers • Humidifiers

708•485•7827
www.4AdvancedHVAC.com

Free Roof Inspection

708-253-2561
www.HeritageRoofers.net

State Licensed, Bonded & Fully Insured

WWW.ONEFAMILYINMISSION.ORG/WMS

October 20th, 2024October 20th, 2024
World Mission Sunday World Mission Sunday 

TEXT "MISSIONS24"
TO 44384
to Give
now

(MT. 22:9)

$25 OFF 

ANY SERVICE 
new customers only. must mention  

offer when making appointment.

708-579-1010 
terryplumbingco.com 
Family Owned & Operated

Plumbing done right THE FIRST TIME!

Quality you count on for all your plumbing needs!

Top Quality Service  
for 70+ Years

daycare • boarding • training • spa 
 

1416 W. 55th St. • LaGrange 
708-581-8753  

dogtopia.com/lagrange

4242

Ridge CleanersRidge Cleaners
Family Owned & Operated

Expert Tailoring & Alterations
FREE Pickup & Delivery

Personal, Quality Service
708 246 0448708 246 0448

5524 Wolf Rd Western Springs5524 Wolf Rd Western Springs  

Depression • Anxiety
Child & Family Therapy
Grief/Trauma Counseling
Marriage Counseling

Offices in Oak Park, North Riverside, Hinsdale,                773-312-3612 

Crystal Lake, Libertyville, & 2 Chgo locations        www.InnovativeCounselingPartners.com

AAA ACCURATE APPLIANCE 
708-344-1690 

Your LaGrange Neighbor 

KitchenAid, Kenmore & Whirlpool

Margaret Margaret 
McKeonMcKeon
LCPC, CADC

Therapist

901 N. Elm St #275, HINSDALE, IL

(888) 428-7890
AGENCY INTAKE NUMBER

Ages 18 To 65+, First Responders, 
Veterans, Substance Use Disorders, 
Anxiety, Depression, Codependency, 
Boundary Issues, Life Stressors, 
Trauma, Anger, Domestic Violence, 
Stages Of  Life Changes, Men and 
Women’s Issues. 

www.lifestance.com

The Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph are inviting lay 
individuals to live with them at Joseph House,  

1515 W Ogden Avenue in La Grange Park. 

Assisted living apartments now available. 

For a tour contact Mark Miron at 
708.872.0953 

www.csjinitiatives.org/la-grange-park/

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL


