
ST. CLETUS CHURCH    600 W. 55TH ST.   LA GRANGE, IL  DECEMBER 6, 2015 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

ADVENT OPPORTUNITES 
St. Cletus Parish is blessed to have so many opportunities 
for our parishioners to celebrate the Advent season. 

Last week we hosted the LTHS Fanfares and Carols concert, 
began our weekly Wednesday Advent Masses, and Our 
Lady of Guadalupe Novenas. 

This week we celebrate the Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception, a holy day of obligation, on Tuesday. Please 
see the Mass schedule below. Eucharistic Adoration will 
follow the 9am Mass. Thursday our parish school will 
perform their Christmas Play at 7pm in church. Friday we 
invite everyone to join us for our Taizé Prayer Service of 
scripture, song, prayer – offering moments of peace in this 
Advent season.  

Please remember that next weekend the Giving Tree gifts 
should be returned before and after Masses. Thank you 
again for your generosity. 

DEC. 7: 7pm  Feast of the Immaculate Conception Vigil Mass 

DEC. 8: 6:30am Feast of the Immaculate Conception Mass 
 8am Feast of the Immaculate Conception Mass 
 9am  Feast of the Immaculate Conception Mass (School) 
 10am  Eucharistic Adoration after 9am Mass  
 6:15pm  Chaplet of Divine Mercy followed by Benediction 
 7pm  Hispanic Adoration 

DEC. 10: 7pm  School Christmas Play 

DEC. 11: 7pm  Taizé Prayer Service 

DEC. 14: 7pm  Advent Parish Reconciliation Service 

DEC. 20: 4pm  Bending Towards the Light: A Jazz Nativity 
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FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION DEC. 8 

Tuesday, December 8, 2015  
Holy Day of Obligation Mass Times: 
Monday, Dec. 7 - 7:00 p.m. Vigil Mass 

Tuesday, Dec. 8 - 6:30 a.m., 8:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m.  (School) 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION DEC. 8 

Eucharistic Adoration for the month of 
December will be held on December 8th (not 
the usual first Tuesday of the month).  
Adoration will begin after 9:00 a.m. 

Adoration will conclude at the usual 6:15pm time with 
Benediction and the Chaplet of Divine Mercy. The 
Spanish holy hour will follow.  

PARISH RECONCILIATION SERVICE DEC. 14 

Monday, Dec. 14th at 7:00 p.m. 
Join us for an opportunity to be graced by 

God’s peace and extend it to others through 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Our Parish 

Forgiveness Service will celebrate the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation on Monday, December 14, at 7:00 p.m. 
in the church. Advent is a time to mend quarrels, to 
forgive those who have hurt us, and to pray for peace.  

MASS INTENTION FOR DEC. 6 

We apologize that Philip Dindia’s name was omitted 
from last week’s canticle for the 8am Mass on Dec. 6th.   

Day Time Intentions 

Monday 8:00 a.m. Dcn. Walter Klimcke, Jean Nowicki 

Tuesday 8:00 a.m. Sid Madura, Gail Flagler, Lester Buczek, Bruno Buczek 

Wednesday 8:00 a.m. Carol Gapen 

Thursday 8:00 a.m. St. Cletus Parishioners 

Friday 8:00 a.m. Dr. Julio Battistoni 

Saturday 8:00 a.m. 
5:00 p.m. 

Ted Gajos, James Vonesh 
Georgia Popp, Benjamin Patrick Hyink, Dolores Wouk, Pauline Passardi, Helen Bouse 

Sunday 7:00 a.m. 
8:00 a.m. 
9:30 a.m. 
11:00 a.m. 
 
12:30 p.m. 

George Duda, Frances Kennedy, Thorbie Murphy, Grabowski Family, Tom Kigin 
Pat & Norma McGinley, Ruth & Ted Dooley, Jean Schmitz 
St. Cletus Priests (Past & Present) 
Robert Sharpe, Zofia Pawula, Gene Kennedy, Fred Czachor, Dorothy Throw,  
Catherine Mlot 
Souls in Purgatory 

Presider 
(Subject to change) 

Fr. Gamboa 

Fr. Baker 

Fr. Clark 

Fr. Baker 

Fr. Clark 

Fr. Baker 
Fr. Clark 

Fr. Gamboa 
Fr. Baker 
Fr. Clark 
Fr. Baker 
 
Fr. Filbert 

WELCOME SUNDAY THIS WEEKEND  
Welcome to all St. Cletus newcomers. Registration is 
available next weekend after the 5:00 p.m. Saturday Mass 
and the 7:00, 8:00, 9:30, and 11:00 a.m. Sunday Masses 
at the table in the narthex.  

SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND 

Next Weekend, December 12/13 
there will be a second collection 
for the Retirement Fund for 
Religuious. Your gift provides 
funding for prescription 
medications, nursing care, and 
more. Please be generous.  

PLEASE REMEMBER OUR SICK  
IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

Eleanor Tolan, Carol Piccolo, Pat Harris, Eleanor Brousil, Patricia 
Niwa, Allie DeRivera, Don King, Carmen Rodriguez, Tom Wolak, 
Christine Bell,  Jenna Zimmerman, Rachel Lipman, Mauricio 
Aguilar, Patricia Krieger, Brian Cabral, Fernando Cabral, Enrique 
Pacheco, Alexandra DeRivera, Steve Woynicki, Irina Fursman, 
Linda Mantey, Marshall Johnson, Diane Bridges, 
Catherine McCord, Nancy Gibson, Jean Weekly, Peter D. 
Rivera, Gerda E. Dorso, Judy Duque, Carolyn Sharpe, 
Joanne Stevens, Linda McMahon, Roy Jenkinson, Erin Lively, 
Bruce Byrne, Ed Barnicle, Glen Peters, Emily Ann Dziedzic, 
Collette Grisko-Dote, Dave McCoy, LaVerne Gill, 
Richard Rottinger, Ed Vokurka, Sr., Joyce Arnold, 
Jackie Schickel, Loretta Johncola, Denise Rowalka, 
Sharon Mylan, Mary Jamrozik, Shellye Bolton, Emily Devine, 
John Duda, Marilyn Matesevac. Also pray for our parishioners 
who are in nursing homes or are homebound unable to attend 
Mass.   

Mass Intentions for the Week of December 7—December 13, 2015 
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2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 2015 

Fr. Raymond Brown was a great twentieth-century 
New Testament scholar, writer and lecturer, whose books 
include his commentary on the Gospel of John and 
important works on Jesus’ birth, passion and death.  He 
once commented in a lecture that he had discovered that 
he shared with many of his New Testament colleagues a 
great passion for reading detective stories.  He came to 
the conclusion, however, that this really meant he and his 
colleagues, when they thought they were relaxing with a 
good murder mystery, were taking their work home with 
them, because the art of the New Testament study is a bit 
like the art of trying to find clues in a good “whodunit” 
type story.  We have a kind of example of this with 
today’s first reading – not admittedly a New Testament 
text, but one that definitely needs a bit of unraveling. 

The name “Baruch” heads the book from which today’s 
reading is taken, and there is a reasonably well-known 
Baruch in the Old Testament – the secretary to the 
prophet Jeremiah.  It’s highly unlikely, however, that this 
Baruch wrote this entire very short book.  Perhaps this 
Baruch wrote part of the book, but it looks as if today’s 
first reading came from a different source.  Today’s 
passage shows every sign of having been written a 
considerable time after the exile, because the author refers 
to, but does not directly quote, a famous passage from the 
part of the book of Isaiah that was written towards the end 
of the Israelites’ time in exile.  This is, of course, the 
passage applied to John the Baptist in today’s Gospel. 

Luke’s Gospel introduces John the Baptist’s ministry in 
much the same way as it introduced Jesus’ birth.  It 
provides a brief historical and political context, thereby 
rooting John’s activity (as it did with Jesus’ birth in the 
earlier episode) in the real situations of his time.  So we 
are told that John began his prophetic ministry when 
Tiberius was in his fifteenth year as Roman Emperor, and 
Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea – there’s a chilling 
warning at an early stage, if ever there was one!  Not only 
are we told when John got down to work, but we are 
given advance warning of Jesus’ passion and death. 

This is the first appearance of John the Baptist in this 
Advent season.  He will reappear in next Sunday’s Gospel 
as well.  Next week, we will hear details of how he 
exercised his ministry and of what he said.  This week, we 
read how he fulfilled prophetic words spoken six hundred 
years earlier: about preparing a way for the Lord, 
removing barriers between people and God, symbolized 

by filling 
in valleys and 
laying low mountains and hills.  
John is a prophet who urges his hearers to remove 
whatever distances them from God. 

Baruch used similar imagery in the first reading, writing 
hundreds of years after the exile, but recalling the words 
of the prophet of the exile.  Baruch’s words are aimed at 
Jerusalem’s citizens, to get rid of all sadness and 
mourning – presumably when this part of Baruch was 
being written, yet another disaster had befallen Jerusalem.  
So we have a two-part strategy here.  In Baruch’s words, 
this requires us to remove whatever is the opposite of the 
Good News of God’s presence:  so we are to do away 
with anything that prevents us recognizing the 
approaching Lord – spiritual “mountains”, as it were, that 
block our view – and fill in the great gulfs that keep us at 
a distance from the Lord even if we are aware of his 
closeness. 

The beauty of prophetic, poetic images in the Bible is that 
they allow us to apply our own understanding of what 
they mean to our lives.  It would be unhelpful to offer a 
detailed list of all the ways in which we could apply the 
references to mountains and valleys to our lives.  We can 
say this much, however.  Those mountains of Baruch, 
Isaiah and John the Baptist could represent anything that 
blocks our awareness of God in our lives.  We have to 
identify these for ourselves.  Likewise, the valleys might 
represent the gulf that exists either between ourselves and 
God, or between ourselves and other people.  Mountains 
and valleys might be a good way of expressing what we 
need to get rid of, if we are to love God with all our 
energy, and our neighbor as ourselves. 
 

Advent Blessings, 

Fr. Bob Clark 

 
 
 

Notes from Fr. Bob... 
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Parish School 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
Dining for Dollars at Wendy’s ...................... December 8  
School Christmas Play in Church ............... December 10 
Last Day of School before Christmas  ........ December 22 

FOR INFORMATION OR TO SCHEDULE A TOUR 
Jolene Hillgoth, President Lauren Lewandowski, Principal 
(708) 215-5426 (708) 352-4820 
jhillgoth@stcletusparish.com llewandowski@stcletusparish.com 

Giving Tuesday 
Thank You for sharing your 
blessings with St. Cletus School and 
students on  # GivingTuesday . We 
raised over $2.000!  

Follow St. Cletus School on 
Facebook to see updates and 
pictures throughout the year. 
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Jubilee Year of Mercy 

On Dec. 8th, 2015, the feast of the Immaculate 
Conception, Pope Francis will open the great Holy Year 
door in St. Peter’s Basilica. The Holy Door is a special 
place for the faithful to enter the four major basilicas in 
Rome during the Jubilee Year of Mercy. All four 
Basilicas have multiple doors but the holy Door is kept 
closed and sealed. Only during the Jubilee Year can 
pilgrims walk through these doors. This custom was 
instituted by Pope Martin V I the 15th century. 

Doorways are points of entrance, a place where we begin. 
For people of faith, these doors 

can be powerful  images of our pilgrimage to the Father 
through Jesus. The Scriptures use frequent references and 
images of Christ as a doorway: He is the way, the truth, 
and the life; he is the narrow gate that leads to life. Jesus 
himself reminds us that no one comes to the Father but 
through him, and that whoever knocks, the door will be 
opened. 

Doors speak to us of welcome, hospitality, openness. 
Closed doors speak of isolation and exclusion from 
community and love. 

All over the world, dioceses and parishes alike are sealing 
and then opening their own Holy Year door for the great 
Jubilee Year of Mercy. 

Our parish is one of 31 sites throughout the Archdiocese 
designated by Archbishop Cupich as a pilgrimage site. On 
Dec. 13th, Gaudete Sunday, there will be a rite of blessing 
taking place at all the selected sites. It is hoped to be a 
symbolic act of unity reminding us that we all have a 
common need to extend and receive mercy. 

A special indulgence for the Holy Year may be obtained 
by making a brief pilgrimage to one of the sites, passing 
through the holy Door, signifying a desire for true 
conversion, participating in a sacred celebration (Mass), 
or spending time in prayer and meditation.  

Prayer of Pope Francis for the Jubilee 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
you have taught us to be merciful like the heavenly Father, 
and have told us that whoever sees you sees Him. 
Show us your face and we will be saved. 
Your loving gaze freed Zacchaeus and Matthew from being enslaved by money; 
the adulteress and Magdalene from seeking happiness only in created things; 
made Peter weep after his betrayal, 
and assured Paradise to the repentant thief. 
Let us hear, as if addressed to each one of us, the words that you spoke to the Samaritan woman: 
“If you knew the gift of God!” 
 
You are the visible face of the invisible Father, 
of the God who manifests his power above all by forgiveness and mercy: 
let the Church be your visible face in the world, its Lord risen and glorified. 
You willed that your ministers would also be clothed in weakness 
in order that they may feel compassion for those in ignorance and error: 
let everyone who approaches them feel sought after, loved, and forgiven by God. 
  
Send your Spirit and consecrate every one of us with its anointing, 
so that the Jubilee of Mercy may be a year of grace from the Lord, 
and your Church, with renewed enthusiasm, may bring good news to the poor, 
proclaim liberty to captives and the oppressed, 
and restore sight to the blind.   
  
We ask this of you, Lord Jesus, through the intercession of Mary, Mother of Mercy;  
you who live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

THE HOLY YEAR DOOR 
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SHOPWITHSCRIP :  
GIFT CARDS FOR EDUCATION 

Cash and Carry  
Dec. 5 & 6 and Dec. 19 & 20! 

Shop With Scrip, formerly known as MANNA, buys gift 
cards from vendors who sell them to us at a percent 
discount. We then sell them at face value. Half of the 
proceeds helps our school, the rest you can apply to 
tuition at St. Cletus School, St. Cletus Religious Ed, or 
any participating Catholic high school/college! For more 
Information or to order online visit  
http://shopscrip.stcletusschool.com  

Please contact Lupe McKeehan with any questions at 
(312) 823-9152 or gm_mckeehan@yahoo.com or stop by 
our table in the narthex after masses this weekend. 

Buy your stocking stuffers and Christmas gift cards 
through us! 

ST. CLETUS BOOK CLUB 

Our next meeting will be on 
December 8th, 2015, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
school. We will discuss "The Language of 
Flowers" by Vanessa Diffenbauch. All 
interested participants are welcome. 

COMPASSIONATE CARE MINISTRY 

The Compassionate Care Ministry is again badly in need of 
postage stamps for its notes of sympathy and support during 
the first year following the loss of a loved one. Each 
bereaved family receives six cards during that year. This 
means that if there are ten funerals during a period of one 
month, 50 stamps are needed in that month alone. Your 
generous donations have meant so much in the past and we 
are very grateful. If you are able to contribute to this 
worthwhile ministry in this way, it will be very much 
appreciated. Simply put them in an envelope marked CCM 
and drop them off at the parish office—or right into the 
collection basket on Sunday. Thank you.   

WORD OF LIFE 

Heavenly Father, thank you for the precious gift of 
life. Help us to cherish and protect this gift, even in 
the midst of fear, pain, and suffering. Give us love 
for all people, especially the most vulnerable, and 
help us bear witness to the truth that every life is 
worth living. Grant us the humility to accept help 
when we are in need, and teach us to be merciful to 
all. Through our words and actions, may others encounter the 
outstretched hands of your mercy. We ask this through Christ, 
our Lord. Amen.  

— USCCB 2015-16 Respect Life Program Prayer Card:  
“Every Life is Worth Living” www.goo.gl/076T65  

TEEN VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

In December, we will need volunteers to assist with our 
parish Giving Tree on December 12th and 13th before an 
and after Masses. Please contact Elizabeth to sign up for a 
shift. This can be a meaningful way to keep the holiday 
busy-ness in perspective!   

ADVENT PRAYER FOR TEENS 

Please join us on Thursday, December 10th at 7pm in 
room 200 to prepare yourself for the Christmas season by 
reflecting on the spirit of Advent.  Take a break from end-
of-semester projects to get some important time to pray 
and reflect.  Bring a friend! 

ARCHDIOCESAN SKI TRIP 

This event takes place January 29th-30th. Buses depart 
Friday evening and travel to Galena, IL for an all-night 
ski adventure.  We will arrive back early Saturday 
morning.  If you are interested, please submit the 
permission form and fee no later than January 11th. If you 
have questions, contact Elizabeth Tomasek at 
etomasek@stcletusparish.com.   

For information regarding cost and for registration, please 
visit the St. Cletus website.  Parent volunteers encouraged 
to attend as well!!! 

STAY UP-TO-DATE ON OUR ACTIVITIES 
AND EVENTS 

“Like” St. Cletus Youth Ministry on Facebook!  
You can do this at www.facebook.com/
stcletusyouth.  

Youth Ministry 

Contact Elizabeth Tomasek at 
etomasek@stcletusparish.com or (708) 215-5419 

www.stcletusparish.com/youth 

Other Ministry Notes 
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St. Cletus Parish Preferred Partners 

Other Ministry Notes (continued) 

KOLBE HOUSE JAIL MINISTRY 
THE DEACON’S WIFE IS 
COLLECTING STAMPS AGAIN!   

Once again I'm collecting stamps for the 
Kolbe House Catholic Jail Ministry. These 
are to be used for the Christmas Card 
mailings from Detainees to their 
families. As many of you know I serve as 
a Catholic Minister for 

the Kolbe House Jail Ministry at Cook County. In an effort 
to keep the detainees connected to their 
families, Kolbe House is again asking for postage stamps to 
be used for the detainees Christmas greetings to their 
families. This annual effort this year is looking to collect 
7,000 first class stamps.  

If you would like to donate stamps in any denomination (1 
cent up to first class postage) please put them in an envelope 
and drop them off at the rectory marked  
"Kolbe House Stamps - c/o Marlene". Thank You on 
behalf of the detainees at Cook and Lake county jails and 
the staff and ministers of Kolbe House.            

 -God Bless You all - Marlene  

OPLATKI  AVAILABLE 

Oplatki is available at the St. Cletus 
Parish Rectory office during regular 
business hours. A donation of $2 is 
requested. 

Traditionally at midnight the head of the household takes 
the white oplatki and shares it with family and friends 
and than the pink oplatki with the animals on his farm or 
at his home. This custom brings us back to that Holy 
Night when even animals were able to speak, and to 
remind us that we are all God's creatures.  

THANKS A MILLION! 

Women’s Care Center of La Grange would like to thank 
all St. Cletus parishioners who donated to our recent baby 
bottle collection at the parish. The total amount collected 
to date is $8,300.97. We are so pleased with your 
response and are very blessed by your generosity!  You 
have made it possible for us to continue our life-saving 
and life-affirming work helping women and babies in our 
area. 

We are deeply grateful to Fr. Robert Clark, pastor, and to 
Wayne and Marianne Hamilton, pro-life coordinators, for 
all their support and leadership in this event. We also 
want to give a big THANK YOU to the Girl Scouts who 
passed out the bottles after all the Masses.  

Because of your sacrifices large and small, Women’s 
Care Center of La Grange will be able to help save 
babies' lives through compassionate counseling, free 
ultrasounds, medical referrals and material assistance 
given to their moms and dads in crisis. As we approach 
the Christmas season, we and the babies give thanks for 
all of you and count you as one of our greatest blessings. 

NOTICE REGARDING BULLETIN ARTICLES 

Please note that all canticle articles are to be sent to 
canticle@stcletusparish.com. Please send as text with 
pictures separate.  

December deadlines are as follows: 
 Articles for the December 13th Canticle are due 12/7. 

 Articles for the December 20th Canticle are due 12/14. 

 Articles for the December 27th Canticle are due 12/16. 

 Articles for the January 3rd Canticle are due 12/21. 
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DEC. 9TH, 16TH 6:30 p.m.  Advent Wednesday Evening Mass 

DEC.  3RD-11TH  Spanish Ministry Our Lady of Guadalupe Novena 

DEC. 7TH 7:00 p.m. Vigil Mass Feast of the Immaculate Conception 

DEC. 8TH 6:30, 8 a.m. Feast of the Immaculate Conception Masses 
 9:00 a.m.  Feast of the Immaculate Conception School Mass 
 10:00 a.m. Eucharistic Adoration begins after 9 a.m. Mass  
 6:15 p.m. Chaplet of Divine Mercy followed by Benediction 
 7:00 p.m. Hispanic Adoration 

DEC. 10TH 7:00 p.m. St. Cletus School Christmas Play in Church 

DEC. 11TH 7:00 p.m. Taizé Prayer Service 

DEC. 12TH  Our Lady of Guadalupe Celebration 
 5:00 a.m. “Mañanitas” (morning greetings) 
 7:00 p.m. Mass - Reception to follow in Morrissey Hall 
 All Masses Giving Tree Presents (purple tags) returned 

DEC. 13TH All Masses Giving Tree Presents (purple tags) returned 

DEC. 14TH  7:00 p.m. Advent Parish Reconciliation Service 

DEC. 16TH-20TH 7:00 p.m.  Spanish Ministry Christmas Novena in Church 

DEC. 20TH 7:30 - 11 a.m.  Food baskets (red tags) returned in Morrissey Hall 
 4:00 p.m. Bending Towards the Light: A Jazz Nativity 

DEC. 21ST  7:00 p.m. Spanish Ministry Christmas Novena and Posada in 
  Morrissey Hall 

DEC. 22ND 7:00 p.m. Spanish Ministry Christmas Novena in Church 

DEC. 23RD 7:00 p.m. Spanish Ministry Christmas Novena in Room 201 

ST. CLETUS PARISH 
CHRISTMAS MASS  
SCHEDULE 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

2:00 p.m. Church 

2:15 p.m. Morrissey Hall 

3:30 p.m. Church 

3:45 p.m. Morrissey Hall 

5:30 p.m. Church 

7:00 p.m. Church (in Spanish) 

10:30 p.m. Church 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

7:00 a.m. Church 

8:00 a.m. Church 

9:30 a.m. Church 

11:00 a.m. Church 

11:15 a.m. Morrissey Hall 
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PUT ON JOY 

Today, Baruch speaks of the splendor that lies ahead for the 
city of Jerusalem and for all of us, regardless of where home 
is for us. Throw off strife, he tells us, and put on joy. Like a 
favorite old sweatshirt, joy fits, and how warm it keeps us, 
even when the winds blow cold. 

Paul knows of this joy as he pens his letter to the 
Philippians, praying that they may grow in their ability to 
discern what is righteous and good. And Luke speaks to us 
of John, who was foretold by Isaiah and who sings a similar 
song—“Prepare the way of the Lord,” for salvation is at 
hand. 

A man ahead of his time, Baruch spent his days joyfully 
awaiting a distant glory. On this Second Sunday of Advent, 
Paul and John know that this glory is upon us.   

-Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading — Stand on the heights, Jerusalem; see your 
children rejoicing that they are remembered by God. A 
merciful and just God leads Israel in joy (Baruch 5:1-9). 

Psalm — The Lord has done great things for us; we are 
filled with joy (Psalm 126). 

Second Reading — May your love increase in knowledge 
to discern what is valuable that you may be blameless for 
the day of Christ (Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11). 

Gospel — John proclaims a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. All flesh shall see the salvation of God 
(Luke 3:1-6).  

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday: Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9-14; Lk 5:17-26 
Tuesday: Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98:1-4; Eph 1:3-6, 11-12; 
 Lk 1:26-38 
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-4, 8, 10; Mt 11:28-30 
Thursday: Is 41:13-20; Ps 145:1, 9-13ab; Mt 11:11-15 
Friday: Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Mt 11:16-19 
Saturday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab;  
 Jdt 13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47, 
Sunday: Zep 3:14-18a; Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6; Phil 4:4-7;  
 Lk 3:10-18  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday: Second Sunday of Advent;  
 Hanukkah begins 
Monday: St. Ambrose;  
 Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 
Tuesday: The Immaculate Conception of the  
 Blessed Virgin Mary 
Wednesday: St. Juan Diego 
Friday: St. Damasus I 
Saturday: Our Lady of Guadalupe 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

By now, trees are beginning to appear in living rooms 
throughout the parish. To a complete outsider to our culture, 
it must seem an odd thing indeed. The “roots” of this custom 
are in liturgical drama: religious plays performed in the 
churches and town squares of medieval Europe. The favorite 
theme for this time of year was the “Paradise Play,” a 
dramatic history of the human race from the Garden of Eden 
to the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem. The language and music 
varied from place to place, but one feature was always in 
place: a great tree decorated with apples. As a prop, it 
provided lots of material for the actors: the temptation, 
shelter for the manger, and a reminder of the wood of the 
cross. Soon people began to bring “paradise trees” into their 
homes, decorating them with gifts and lighted candles. 

Many Germans give credit to Martin Luther for 
transforming the “Paradise Tree” into the evergreen 
Christmas tree. Walking home on a starry Advent night, he 
was so awed by the beauty of the night that he hauled a pine 
tree inside and decorated it with lighted candles. Americans 
were holdouts. It took until 1856 for the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts to decriminalize Christmas decorations, the 
old Puritan dislikes falling before the waves of Irish and 
German immigrants with traditions firmly in hand! 

—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

FORGIVENESS 

God forgives like a mother who kisses the offense into 
everlasting forgiveness.  —Henry Ward Beecher 

A BUSY MOTHER 

Only after the Last Judgment will Mary get any rest; from 
now until then, she is much too busy with her children.  

—St. John Vianney 



December 6, 2015 Second Sunday of Advent Page 10 

 

FOOD PANTRY UPDATE 

Special thanks to food drives from Classic Party Rental, Nazareth High School and 
Pleasantdale Student Council! The Holy Name Society generously shared 29 turkeys 
which will be used for some of our Christmas food baskets. We also want to thanks 
Lyons Township High School District 204 for their financial contribution to the food 
pantry this month. So much to be thankful for! 

There will be no regular distribution in December because of the Giving Tree and 
Christmas food baskets. Donations are still needed and will continue to be collected 
though!  

GIVING TREE 

Don’t forget that gifts (purple tags) are due back NEXT WEEKEND! 
Please remember, each tag represents a real person. When you took a tag 
from the tree, you made a commitment to that person, and to returning 
your gift(s) on time. 

PURPLE TAGS (gifts): Choose the gifts you wish to purchase, keeping in mind 
that the items listed on the tag are part of a “wish list.” You need not purchase 
every item on the list. Gifts are to be returned before/after Masses the 
weekend of December 12-13. 

Please be sure the gift tag is securely attached to the packages. If you have more 
than one package for the same person, please attach a gift tag on each package 
indicating his/her name and family number, to make sure all gifts go to the 
correct person. If you have more than one package for Family Request, please 
mark 1 of 2, 2 of 2, etc.  

RED TAGS (food baskets): Tags include a suggested list for the contents of a 
Christmas season food basket for the families using our food pantry and others 
struggling in our community. Food baskets are needed on Sunday, Dec. 20th, 
7:30-11 a.m. in Morrissey Hall. 

Thank you for your continuing generosity to the less fortunate in our community. 

 -The Giving Tree Committee  

Answers to frequently asked questions can be found on the parish website: 
www.stcletusparish.com/socialconcerns or contact Kendall Grant. 

GIVING TREE VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

 Saturday, Dec. 12th - Sunday, Dec. 13th (church):  
Collecting and organizing Giving Tree gifts before and after all the weekend Masses. 

 Sunday, December 13th  
 2:00-6:30pm: Sorting gifts in church, loading vans for delivery to St. Agatha’s and 

storing local community gifts in Room 201. 7th & 8th graders can come with an adult as 
a partner. 

 Sunday, December 20th (Morrissey Hall):  Please note - 7th & 8th graders must come 
with an adult, or if in a group, 1 adult to every 5 students. Also, it is not necessary to 
work an entire morning/afternoon shift, but at least 2 hour shifts please. 

 7:00am-1:00pm: Giving Tree accepting and organizing food baskets and gifts. 
 1:00pm-7:00pm: Distribution of food baskets, gifts, and clean up. 

Food Pantry Needs 
Most needed at this time: 
 Paper goods 
 Dish Soap 
 Peanut Butter 
 Jelly* 
 Crackers* 
 Pasta Sauce 
 Tomatoes 

(*Items for Christmas bags) 

Donations can be dropped off 
before or after masses or 
anytime daily between 7:45 
a.m. and 4:00 p.m  in Food 
Pantry bins in the Narthex.  

Social Concerns Ministry 

If you have questions or 
would like to volunteer with 

the Social Concerns 
Ministry contact  
Kendall Grant 
(708)215-5418 

kgrant@stcletusparish.com 

In an emergency, dial 911, call 
the National Domestic Vio-
lence 24-Hour Hotline at 800-
799-7233 or the local 24 hour 
hotline for Pillars, found in the 
box above. 

You are not alone. 
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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS 
Domestic Violence Support Group Meeting 
Tuesday, December 15th from 7:00-8:00pm 

Monthly Support Group on the 3rd Tuesday of the month.  
The intent is to share our stories and listen to one another 
in a safe environment. We welcome both men and 
women survivors and victims' to express their thoughts 
and feelings and share their experiences. St. Cletus-Room 
200 in the Education Building. Please enter at the 
flagpole door. 

INTERFAITH CAREER NETWORK NEWS 

Improve Your Job Search Using LinkedIn  
and Twitter 

Interfaith Career Network invites you to join us on 
Tuesday, December 8 from 7-9 pm and learn how to 
improve your profile, attract recruiters and find jobs 
using social media - especially LinkedIn and Twitter.  
Our speaker this evening is Abraham Sabbagh, a newly 
landed ICN member, and an advanced LinkedIn user 
who utilized social media in his successful job search. He 
will provide you with a wealth of information to use in 
your search. Abraham's presentation will cover settings to 
maximize your visibility, 12 key elements of how 
recruiters find candidates, essential components of a good 
profile, how to brand yourself by using the right words to 
be found by recruiters, how to find jobs and save job 
searches, how to apply for a job and more. He will also 
recommend some useful tools to make interacting with 
LinkedIn easier.  

This meeting is open to everyone and there is no cost to 
attend. This is a must-not-miss program at St. Cletus 
School, Room 201. Look for the ICN sign outside and 
use the flag pole entrance. 

Interfaith Career Network (ICN) offers job support 
through various programs throughout the month. For 
further information, please visit our website at 
www.interfaithcareernetwork.org. 

THANK YOU MISSION LADIES 

Thank you to our Mission Ladies! These dedicated 
women recently distributed hundreds of items to those in 
need! This includes stuffed animals, dolls, wheelchair 
bags, lap blankets, and many other items going to food 
pantry clients, the homebound, families with parent’s 
incarcerated people in hospitals, etc.  

Thank you so much for your generosity and  
HARD WORK!!! 

MARY AND MARTHA DONATIONS 

We are approaching Holiday Time once again. We hope 
you have been saving little items for the Briar Place 
residents Christmas packages. We will be putting our gift 
bags together in the Rectory Basement on December 16, 
at 9:00 a.m. Small items e.g. lotions, shampoo, combs, 
tooth brushes, toothpaste, denture cleaner, deodorant, 
playing cards, small books, and jewelry are needed. 
We usually assemble 70 bags. Please drop off your 
donations at the rectory. Thank you for your kindness.  

HOMELESS PERSONS MEMORIAL 

Monday, December 21 at 6:30pm 
Old St. Pat’s (700 W Adams St, Chicago 60661) 

In the shadows of the Magnificent Mile, our brothers and 
sisters without homes are losing their lives. They will not 
go unremembered. Please join us. On the longest night of 
the year, we again remember our homeless brothers and 
sisters who have died in the last year. Music again will be 
provided by Harmony, Hope, and Healing, which puts on 
this service along with the Ignatian Spirituality Project, 
Chicago Coalition for the Homeless, Old St. Pat's, New 
Moms, Cornerstone Community Outreach, and the Night 
Ministry. 

PILLARS OFFERING TRAINING ON 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE INTERVENTION  

Did you know 1 in 4 women 
will experience domestic 
violence in her lifetime? 

Silence won't eliminate domestic violence. Let's do 
something about it. 

Pillars is offering a FREE 40-hour training in Domestic 
Violence Crisis Intervention this January.  

Training Dates and Times: 
Wednesday January 6 5:30 pm-9 pm 
Friday January 8 5:30 pm-9 pm 
Sunday January 10 9 am-4:30 pm 
Wednesday January 13 5:30 pm-9 pm 
Friday January 15 5:30 pm-9 pm 
Sunday January 17 9 am-4:30 pm 
Wednesday January 20 5:30 pm-9 pm 
Friday January 22, 5:30 pm-9 pm 
Sunday January 24 9 am-4:30 pm 

Location: All training sessions will be held at Pillars (333 
N. La Grange Rd., Suite One, La Grange Park, IL 
60526); the final session will be held at Constance Morris 
House, Pillars' domestic violence shelter. 

To register, contact Lauren Pagan at 708.995.3649 or 
lpagan@pillarscommunity.org. 
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CHRISTMAS EVE MASSES  AT SISTERS OF 
ST. JOSEPH CHAPEL 

This year due to overcrowding and fire codes, St. Francis 
Xavier Parish has been asked to issue tickets for the 3:00 
and 5:00 masses held at the Sisters of St. Joseph 
Chapel. They will issue 800 tickets for each mass. 

Please tell your friends and others who may be 
considering going to the Motherhouse for the 3:00 or 
5:00 Christmas Eve mass that tickets will be required. 
 
SCSG DECEMBER EVENTS 

Suburban Catholic Singles Group (SCSG) Multi Parish 
Ministry for singles in their 40’s and 50’s 

Sunday, 12/13 - Join us for 11am Mass at St. Barbara's 
Parish, 4008 Prairie Ave., in Brookfield. Afterwards, is 
our Christmas Luncheon, 12:30pm, at Irish Times, The 
Cottage, 8869 Burlington Ave, in Brookfield. Cost is $28 
(tax and tip included). Cash Bar. RSVP required by 12/6 
if attending. 

Saturday, 12/19 - Join us for 6pm Dinner at Maya Del 
Sol, 144 S Oak Park Ave. in Oak Park . Afterwards,  the 
William Ferris Chorale Concert  8:00pm, at St. Edmund 
Parish,  188 S. Oak Park Ave., in Oak Park. This concert 
is free, each person will pay for their restaurant tab. 
RSVP required by 12/16 if attending. 

Above events are subject to change. You can contact us 
at singlesadmin@gmail.com. Find us on Facebook – 
Suburban Catholic Singles   

ABBEY FARMS CHRISTMAS TREES 

This winter, bring the 
family to Abbey Farms and 
hunt out your very own 
Christmas tree from over 
120 acres of trees or choose 
one of our freshly cut Fir 

Christmas trees from Michigan! When you are all set, 
visit our seasonal store for unique gifts, jams & so much 
more. Enjoy our complimentary tree netting and tree 
shaking along with as much hot chocolate as you desire! 
If there is snow on the ground, well provide sleds to 
enjoy around the farm! Be sure to grab a freshly baked 
donut or 2! 

Hours: Everyday 10 am – 7pm Cost—U-Cut trees: $45, 
Precut Trees: $8.50 per foot 
Wreaths & Garland: Varies 

Abbey Farms www.abbeyfarms.org 630-966-7775  

CATHOLIC CHARITIES  

Celebration of Giving- December 1 - 16 

The mission of Celebration of Giving is to provide 
children and families served by Catholic Charities and 
those in need in our communities with gifts and 
necessities during the holiday season. Celebration of 
Giving will touch the lives and bring joy to many families 
who may not have been able to celebrate the holidays. 
There are many ways to support Celebration of Giving 
such as sponsoring a family or by providing gifts for our 
Toy Shower. Gifts will be collected from December 1 
through 16 at locations throughout the Chicagoland area. 
Financial support is needed to help make wishes come 
true. Donations assist Catholic Charities with costs of 
distributing gifts. Volunteers are crucial to the success of 
this initiative. We invite families, friends, school groups, 
corporate groups, and individuals to join our efforts to 
spread the Christmas Spirit. Visit 
www.catholiccharities.net/celebration for more 
information or call the Celebration of Giving Hotline 
(312) 655-7401 or email volunteer@catholiccharities.net 
to get involved. 

2nd Annual Patrick J. Ryan Main Event- February 5  

The 2nd Annual Patrick J. Ryan Main Event will be held 
on Friday, February 5 at 6 p.m. at Drury Lane in Oak 
Brook. This event will feature an exciting night of 8 - 10 
talented, Golden Glove-style amateur boxing fights, 
cocktails, hors d’oeuvres, a raffle and ringside seating 
with dinner. Funds will benefit the LOSS Program for 
Children & Youth. Reservations and sponsorships are 
available. Contact Rose Marie Lesniak-Mendez, Special 
Events Manager, at 312-655-7290 or 
RMLesniakMendez@catholiccharities.net  for additional 
information. Please visit www.catholiccharities.net/
pjrmainevent to register or for information. 

LTHS FANFARES AND CAROLS CONCERT 

St. Cletus was happy to host the LTHS annual concerts 
last Tuesday, December 1st. Thank you to everyone who 
attended and enjoyed these two beautiful concerts. 

Community Bulletin Board 
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Stewardship Report 

DAY/DATE TIME LOCATION EVENT 

Sunday, December 6 All Masses 
All Masses 
7:00pm 

Narthex 
Narthex 
Church 

Welcome Committee 
ShopwithScrip Gift Cards for Education Cash & Carry 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Novena 

Monday, December 7 4:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
8:30pm 

S Music Room 
Church 
S Rm 201 
MH 

Junior Choir Rehearsal 
Feast of the Immaculate Conception Vigil Mass 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Novena 
Men’s Church Basketball League 

Tuesday, December 8 6:30am, 8:00am 
9:00am 
10:00am 
6:15pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
8:00pm 
8:00pm 
9:00pm 

Church 
Church 
Church 
Church 
Church 
S Rm 201 
S Rm 98 
S Rm 202 
Church 
MH 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception Masses 
Feast of the Immaculate Conception School Mass 
Eucharistic Adoration 
Benediction followed by Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
Hispanic Adoration 
ICN - Improve Your Job Search Using LinkedIn & Twitter 
Book Club Meeting 
Hispanic Ministry Men’s Prayer Group 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Novena 
Boys Church Basketball League 

Wednesday, December 9 6:30pm 
7:00pm 
7:30pm 
9:00pm 

Church 
Church 
S Rm 200 
MH 

Advent Mass 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Novena 
Baptism Preparation Class 
Boys Church Basketball League 

Thursday, December 10 5:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:00pm 
7:30pm 
9:00pm 

S Music Room 
S Rm 201 
S Rm 200 
S Music Room 
MH 

Children’s Choir Rehearsal 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Novena 
Teen Advent Prayer Service 
Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
Boys Church Basketball League 

Friday, December 11 7:00pm 
7:00pm 

S Rm 201 
Church 

Our Lady of Guadalupe Novena 
Taize Prayer Service 

Saturday, December 12 5:00am 
All Masses 
7:00pm 

Church 
Narthex 
Church 

Mananitas 
Giving Tree Gifts Returned 
Doce de Diciembre (Reception to follow in MH) 

Sunday, December 13 All Masses Narthex Giving Tree Gifts Returned 

C…Church 
S…School (Education Building) 

Narthex…Church Vestibule 
RB…Rectory Basement 

MH…Morrissey Hall 

Week At A Glance 
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PARISH MISSION AND VISION STATEMENTS 
Mission Statement: St. Cletus is a dynamic Catholic community dedicated to 
spreading the Good news of Jesus Christ through worship, education, and service. 

Vision Statement: We welcome all. We encourage all parishioners to live the 
Gospel message of Jesus Christ in their daily lives, by sharing their talents and 
faith with our parish and community. 

CONTACT US 

Rectory (708)  352-6209 
Español (708)  215-5440   
School (708)  352-4820 
www.stcletusparish.com        stcletuschurch 

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS 

Monday thru Saturday: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday: 8:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

MASSES 
 
Saturday Evening:  5:00 p.m. 
Sunday:  7:00 a.m., 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m.,
 11:00 a.m., 12:30 p.m. (Spanish) 
Weekdays:  Mon. thru Sat. 8:00 a.m. 
Evening before Holy Day:  7:00 p.m. 
Holy Day:  6:30 a.m., 8:00 a.m. 

CONFESSIONS 

Confessions every Saturday: 4:15 - 4:45 p.m. 

BAPTISMS   

1st & 3rd Saturday of the month at 11:30 a.m. Parents must be 
registered parishioners and attend the Baptism Preparation class.  
Please make arrangements by calling the Rectory office. 

WEDDINGS 

Dates and times are reserved for registered parishioners. Initial 
arrangements must be completed five months in advance of the 
wedding date. 

HOME/HOSPITAL VISITATION AND COMMUNION CALLS 

Please contact the Ministry of Care office (708-215-5407). 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AND BENEDICTION   

Adoration begins following the 8:00 a.m. Mass and continues 
during the day until 6:15pm the first Tuesday of the month. 
The Chaplet of Divine Mercy is prayed at 6:15 p.m. followed by 
Benediction. 
Hispanic Adoration continues from 7:00pm until 8:00pm. 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Pastor: Fr. Bob Clark 
Chairperson:   Jack Fisherkeller 
Vice-Chairperson:   Chuck Luna 
Recording Secretary: Robbie O’Shea 
School Rep: Jolene Hillgoth 
Director of Parish Catechesis: Paulette Bolton 
Staff Rep: Debbie Lestarczyk 
Hispanic Ministry: Luis Lopez 
Members: Helen McMahon  
 Colleen Hagen Xavier Polanski  
 Susan Hurley Olivia Pach 

ST. CLETUS SCHOOL BOARD 
Fr. Bob Clark Pastor 
Jolene Hillgoth President 
Lauren Lewandowski Principal 
Eileen Dorchinecz Chairperson 
Ron Skrip Vice Chairperson 
John Rossmiller Secretary  
Doug Rausch Finance 
Development, Marketing & Alumni   
Chris McLean Mike Pusatera 
Zlata Kozul-Naumovski Scott Aulinskis  
Ann Foley Patrick Townsend 
Jodie Pulciani 
Liaisons  
Nikki Gorman FSA President 
Brendan Foley Athletic Assoc President 

St. Cletus Parish Information 
STAFF 
PARISH STAFF 
REV. ROBERT CLARK, Pastor 
REV. KENNETH BAKER, Associate Pastor 
REV. LORENZO GAMBOA, Associate Pastor 
REV. RON ANGLIM, Weekend Associate 
REV. MR. JESÚS & SILVIA CASAS, Deacon Couple 
REV. MR. STUART & MARLENE HEYES, Deacon Couple 
 
PASTORAL STAFF 
Fr. Ken Baker/Paulette Bolton, Worship (708) 215-5422 
Larry LaLonde, Music Ministry (708) 215-5423 
Deacon Jesús Casas, Hispanic Ministry (708) 215-5440 
Elizabeth Tomasek, Youth Ministry (708) 215-5419 
Kendall Grant, Social Concerns (708) 215-5418  
Deacon Stuart Heyes, Ministry of Care  (708) 215-5407 
Debbie Lestarczyk, Business Manager (708) 215-5405 
Christopher Wagner, Technology (708) 215-5420 

 
SCHOOL STAFF    (708) 352-4820 
Jolene Hillgoth, President 
Lauren Lewandowski, Principal 
Mary Lee Krieger, Administrative Assistant 
Jeannie Scalzitti, Receptionist/Office Assistant 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION STAFF  (708) 352-2383 
Paulette Bolton, Director of Parish Catechesis/Formation 
Barb Campbell, Administrative Assistant 
 
RECTORY STAFF    (708) 352-6209 
Bobbie Kallal, Human Resources/Records 
Mary Zwolinski, Parish Accounting 
Elizabeth Goellner-McLean, Bulletin Editor 
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