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Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

August 3, 2014

Mass Intentions for the Week of August 4 – August 10, 2014
Day

Presider

Time

Intentions

Subject to change

Monday

Fr. Harold

8:00 a.m.

Sue Schiller

Tuesday

Fr. Rodriguez

8:00 a.m.

Mary Donahue

Wednesday Fr. Baker

8:00 a.m.

Peggy Conmy, Special Intention for Maureen Gibson

Thursday

Fr. Harold

8:00 a.m.

Jean Nowicki, Fred Czachor

Friday

Fr. Anglim

8:00 a.m.

Tony Frasca, Donato Frasca

Saturday

Fr. Anglim
Fr. Baker

8:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.

Roger Jacquot
Rose Delaloye, Georgia Popp, Joseph Naponiello,
Benjamin Patrick Hyink, Lee Roy Ernest

Sunday

Fr. Clark
Fr. Rodriguez
Fr. Anglim

7:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.

Anna Pleszka
Frances Butkus
Chester Wojcik, Janice Siemieniec, Joseph Lewandowski,
Marge Boivin
Fr. Rodriguez
11:00 a.m. Betty Niwa
Fr. Juan Gavancho 12:30 p.m. Souls in Purgatory

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Please remember our sick in your prayers:
Pauline Passardi Shirley Polaski, Bruce Byrne,
Ed Barnicle, Grace Dominick, Glen Peters,
Emily Ann Dziedzic, Collette Grisko-Dote, David
Harrington, Dave McCoy, LaVerne Gill, Richard Rottinger,
Ed Vokurka, Sr., Fernando Cabral, Joyce Arnold,
Jackie Schickel, Jacquelyn Fuchs, Sue Engstrom,
Ray Salstedt, Loretta Johncola, Catherine Mlot,
Denise Rowalka, Marty Weber, Barbara Kotus, Hector
Gonzalez, Donna Cameron, Anna Mae McCormick,
Sharon Mylan, Mary Jamrozik, Margaret Bauer Fountain,
Shellye Bolton, Emily Devine, Gerda Dorso, Judy Duque,
Mark Bergnach, Joan Curtin, Phil Hodak, John Duda,
George Duda, Steven Onusaitis, Lorraine Walter,
Loretta
Harwood,
Marilyn
Matesevac,
Joe Butkus, Elizabeth Dougherty, Barbara Stamm,
Teddy Kowalski, and Frances Klimcke. Also pray for our
parishioners who are in nursing homes or are homebound
unable to attend Mass.

ADORATION AND BENEDICTION

Come and adore our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament on
Tuesday, August 5, 2014 and every first Tuesday of
the month. Adoration begins immediately after the
8:00 a.m. Mass. The Chaplet of Divine Mercy is
prayed at 6:15 p.m. followed by Benediction.
Hispanic Adoration continues from 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

Jer 28:1-17; Ps 119:29, 43, 79, 80, 95,
102; Mt 14:22-36
Jer 30:1-2, 12-15, 18-22; Ps 102:16-21,
29, 22-23; Mt 14:22-36 or Mt 15:1-2,
10-14
Dn 7:9-10, 13-14; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9;
2 Pt 1:16-19; Mt 17:1-9
Jer 31:31-34; Ps 51:12-15, 18-19;
Mt 16:13-23
Na 2:1, 3; 3:1-3, 6-7; Dt 32:35cd-36ab,
39abcd, 41; Mt 16:24-28
Hb 1:12 — 2:4; Ps 9:8-13; Mt 17:14-20
1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-13a; Ps 85:9-14;
Rom 9:1-5; Mt 14:22-33

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
St. John Vianney
Dedication of the Basilica of St.
Mary Major
The Transfiguration of the Lord;
Hiroshima Memorial Day
St. Sixtus II and Companions;
St. Cajetan
St. Dominic
St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross;
Blessed Virgin Mary;
Nagasaki Memorial Day
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NOTES FROM FATHER BOB…
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 2014
When children are in preschool and elementary school, it is more than easy to interest their parents in
supporting and taking an active part in school life. For a start the children usually like their parents to be
involved in what is happening in their lives. Then quite a number of parents are personally present at school
activities or volunteering in one way or another almost daily. This regular contact makes school part of their
lives, a feature that is increased by their chat and friendship that develop with other parents who are involved.
With high school a different scenario often occurs. Teenage children are often embarrassed at their parents’
presence, and they want to keep them as far away as possible from their activities, whether work or play.
Then the schools themselves usually have much larger campuses and parents often feel more daunted by the size
of the establishments and their own mixed memories of teenage years. Unintentionally the school can be
experienced by parents as hostile rather than friendly territory. It also does not feel as easy to get involved in the
more demanding academic and extra-curricular activities offered to the pupils. Parents are no longer gods!
Later on in life a reconciliation of views usually occurs. The parents marvel to see their children emerge
as mature adults from their stormy teenage chrysalises, and the children are amazed at how their parents have
matured so rapidly as well.
St. Paul is aware of how much we put between ourselves and God. His letter to the Romans explores
how even the Law, which should have impressed upon the chosen people their need of grace or salvation,
becomes oppressive as they seek a righteousness before God based on their obedience. To live as God wants we
need the inner gift of faith, which acts like an internal combustion engine of goodness. The reason for this is
because faith is the free gift of God. We cannot earn it. But nor can we separate ourselves from it. Our natural
and traditional ideas of God, even today, contain a strong tendency to make God distant and forbidding.
Accompanying this belief is a feeling of our own inadequacy and failure. We feel guilty because we cannot
bridge the gap, because we cannot live up to what we believe are God’s expectations of us. St. Paul forcefully
reminds us that this is not the point. Of course we cannot bridge the gap. Of course we are failures. But this
does not matter. What matters is the overwhelming love of God for us, revealed in all its compassion and
enrichment, in the person of Jesus Christ. Nothing can get in the way of that love, a love illustrated so well in
the gospel story of the feeding of the five thousand, where we see Jesus taking pity on the crowds, healing them
and feeding them with sheer abundance.
Our spiritual growth can often take a similar track to our human development. During our spiritually
teenage years, which do not always coincide with our physical adolescence, we feel the need to separate
ourselves from the authority figures in our lives, loving as they may be. Our rediscovery of how they may be a
more real presence in our lives, perhaps as more equal or intimate companions, is the true business of growing
up. If we find it difficult to think of God in such terms, we need only think of how St. John’s Gospel invites us to
be friends rather than servants. Our God is stripped of any autocratic powers in the person of Jesus Christ in
order to be our healing friend and servant. The bit of us that remains an undeveloped child or teenager finds
that difficult to accept. We want God to be dictatorial and distant. That makes it easier for us to keep our
distance! We can refuse to believe, and blame God at the same time. God, however, keeps on loving us all the
same, a thought consoling to all who wander away and also to those who grieve for their children or loved ones
who seem to have turned away from God. Whatever diversions we take in our spiritual journeys,
God’s overwhelming love is always there. Our openness to that love is what enables us to then become friends
and servants to each other in God’s image and likeness.
Blessings in this Ordinary Time,

Father Bob
Pastor
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ST. CLETUS PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
NOMINEES FOR MEMBERSHIP
2014-2015
• COLLEEN HAGEN
I have been a parishioner of St. Cletus for more than 30 years. My four children graduated from
St. Cletus School and while they were in school most of my parish activities were school related.
Now I am a Eucharistic Minister and a member of CREDO (adult faith formation). I have been a
member of the parish council for several years and helped write the new bylaws. I would like to stay on
the council for another term to help smooth the transition to the new structure.
In my “day job,” I am a physician and administrator. I have experience working with teams of people
with different skills and mindsets and getting them to work together for a common purpose. I know how
to advocate for a person or a cause. I am not afraid to tell people what they don’t want to hear but
need to know.
I want to use those skills to help build a new parish council that will work with the pastor to plan
St. Cletus’ future and make it the best that it can be.
• JACK FISHERKELLER
I have been a parishioner since 1991, and a Religion Education instructor for approximately 12 years.
I have been married for 33 years and have three children. I am also a small business owner.
I feel we have a tremendous diversity in our parish and we should be taking advantage of all the talents
of all of our parishioners.
• XAVIER POLANSKI
My wife Joanna, my son Tom, and I moved into the parish in 1987. We live in La Grange. I work as a
nuclear safety engineer for the nuclear power plants owned by Exelon Generation.
I have visited patients at La Grange Hospital as a Minister of Care for 26 years. I was a member of the
original Parish Council since its inception, serving as secretary for much of the time. I assisted in the
reorganization. I look forward to analyzing issues and advising the pastor as a member of the newly
reorganized Parish Pastoral Council
• ROBERTA (ROBBIE) O’SHEA
My husband, Marty, and I have lived in the parish since 1992. Both our children were baptized at
St. Cletus and attended St. Cletus School and participated in the St. Cletus Youth Ministry. I taught and
coordinated the Early Childhood Religious Education program for several years. I recently sat on the
Board of a local not-for-profit organization of which I was the chair. I am currently a Professor at
Governor’s Sate University.
I believe my involvement in the parish and my experience with not-for-profit organizations would be of
value on the PPC.
Cont:
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ST. CLETUS PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
NOMINEES FOR MEMBERSHIP
2014-2015
• HELEN MC MAHON
My husband, and I have been members of St. Cletus Parish for 41 years. Our three children attended
St. Cletus School and are proud graduates. I served on the School Board , a room mother, and group
leader in the Confirmation program. I was an active member of Women’s Council and served as
president. I also participated as a facilitator in the Pre-Cana program for 13 years. Recently, I was
part of the Parish Transformation Committee and have been a lector for many years.
I am committed to St. Cletus Parish and have enjoyed being an active participant in many aspects of
parish life. I would be honored to serve as a member and feel that I could bring my past knowledge and
perspective to the Parish Council.
• OLIVIA PACH
I am seventeen years old and this fall I will be a senior at Nazareth Academy. I have been a member of
St. Cletus since I was born and have been actively involved since then. I attended Religious Education
at St. Cletus and was in the children’s choir. I was an altar server for three years. Currently, I am a
member of the contemporary choir, a cantor, and a lector. In addition, I have volunteered at Vacation
Bible School for the past three summers, and this past school year I was a Religious Education
catechist aide. Lastly, I have been part of the St. Cletus Youth Group for three years and have gone on
three mission trips so far.
I am interested in running for the Parish Pastoral Council because I want to bring the youth
perspective to St. Cletus. In conclusion, I am committed to St. Cletus and would be a good addition to
the PPC.
ST. CLETUS SCHOOL OPEN REGISTRATION
The St. Cletus Catholic School family invites you to join our community. We currently have openings available for
the 2014-2015 school year in first through eighth grades. We also offer the following:
Half-day Preschool: 3-yr olds on Tuesday and Thursday mornings; 4-yr olds on Monday, Wednesday and Friday
mornings; and 4-yr old Prekindergarten on Monday through Friday afternoons.
Full-day Preschool is offered five days a week for 3 and 4 year olds.
Kindergarten: Half & Full-day program.
Besides our regular educational and religious programs, all students also take art, library, music, PE, Spanish,
science lab, and technology. We also offer a variety of afterschool activities: band, clubs and sports.
Before and Aftercare Programs: Available for PreK through 8th grade.
Please contact the school office at (708) 352-4820 for information on openings for specific programs. Our website,
www.stcletusparish.com/school, provides more information regarding the school, tuition, and registration.
We look forward to welcoming you into our school family.

Jolene Hillgoth

Margaret Hayes

President

Principal
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WE NEED YOUR HELP!
We are looking for married couples who would
like to join our Pre-Cana ministry to help prepare
engaged couples for marriage. Beginning a
marriage is perhaps the most important step that
people take in their lives. In view of the many
stresses which affect marriage in today’s society,
the Catholic Church wants to help engaged couples
to think and communicate more fully about areas
of married life which may or may not have been
discussed before. Married volunteer leader
couples, trained by the Archdiocese, facilitate the
sessions drawing from and sharing their
experiences from their own marriage in the areas
of communication, decision making/finances, and
marital spirituality. The Pre-Cana classes at
St. Cletus are held every other month, either two
consecutive Tuesday evenings from 7:00-9:00 p.m.
or one Saturday morning from 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
in the Education Building. If you are interested in
being a facilitator for this great marriage
enrichment opportunity or would like more
information, please contact Bobbie Kallal at
bkallal@stcletusparish.com or (708) 352-6209.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
REGISTRATION REMINDER!
If you have not yet registered your child/children
for Religious Education, please go to
stcletusparish.com to register. If you prefer,
you may register at the RE office by calling
(708) 215-5415 Monday through Thursday, from
9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Classes are filling up so do not
delay in signing up your child/children as soon as
possible. Thank you.

Paulette Bolton
Director of Parish Catechesis/Formation

CATECHISTS
NEEDED!
Hopefully you have been thinking about being a
catechist as you read the bulletin every weekend.
We are still in need of a few more catechists.
Join others of our parish in passing on the
faith to the children. You will be ministering
with a faith-filled group of men and women.
There is much support given to help you in this
ministry. You will enjoy being with the children
and knowing that you are helping them develop
a relationship with Jesus. Please contact
Mrs. Paulette Bolton at (708) 215-5415 to make an
appointment .
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FOOD PANTRY UPDATE!

•
•

•

Most needed items include toilet paper, Kleenex tissues, rice, boxed sides/dinners, canned or
powered milk, diapers and baby food. All current nonperishable are appreciated!
On Thursday, August 14, from 4:25-5:45 p.m. in Morrissey Hall Lobby, we will be accepting your
donations of fresh produce, whether from your home gardens or the produce section of the grocery
store. It is important to remember that we can accept such donations only at this time, because of
storage and distribution limitations.
Don’t forget your donations of school supplies to benefit the children of our food pantry families.
Jack Dahill is working very hard on his Eagle Scout Project, which will provide supplies for different
grade levels. If you see him this weekend before or after Mass, be sure to say hello and give him
encouragement!

If you have any questions, please contact me at (708) 215-5418 or mford@stcletusparish.com. Thank you for so
faithfully answering Jesus’ call to feed the hungry.

Thanks again to all those who walked or supported walkers in the June Greater Chicago Food
Depository Hunger Walk. Our Pantry thus far has received $1,110 in credits toward our monthly
purchase of food at the Depository, which is a huge help.
GREATER CHICAGO FOOD DEPOSITORY/LYONS TOWNSHIP MOBILE PANTRY
Thank you to all volunteers who answered the call to help set up and distribute produce and other food items at the
monthly mobile pantry St. Cletus hosted on Tuesday, July 15. Volunteers from St. Cletus Parish worked alongside
volunteers from St. John of the Cross Parish, the Food Depository, and Lyons Township General Assistance Office.
As one of our SJC volunteers so elegantly put it, “How nice it was to intermingle the volunteers from both parishes!
I even met someone from a Lutheran church—truly God's kingdom without barriers.” The pictures below tell some
of the story.

Pallets of produce & nonperishables are unloaded from truck and organization begins. We check out
the sky and consult the Weather Channel. Not to worry—no rain falls until cleanup is complete...our
prayers are answered, oh, we of little faith!
CONT:
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Unpacking, sorting, and bagging continue. The clock ticks...we only have a limited time until distribution commences.

Those we serve are gathering. All were most appreciative of the bounty of fresh produce, as well as
the dry staples which were offered.

Our fresh offerings included bread, watermelon, lettuce, zucchini, peaches, nectarines, plums, cherries, carrots, and
egg plants. At the end of the day, we served 188 households primarily from Lyons Township. Final picture
portrays cleanup. All the boxes you see in the pictures need to be broken down and recycled...all the tables taken
down and returned to proper places. Doing God’s work is both satisfying and fun...just ask anyone who took part
in this effort!

Mary Beth Ford
Director of Social Concerns
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GRACE IS EVERYWHERE
Grace is everywhere. People of faith act on this belief. As Christians we are called to reach deeply into
ourselves and find God’s presence there. We are called to reach outside ourselves and find God there, too.
The reality of grace has sustained and nourished people beyond numbering. The church never tires of telling the
story of the loaves and fishes. It is narrated no less than six times in the four Gospels. We imagine the hesitant
apostles reaching into the baskets and finding bread, always more bread. We anticipate the ending. The apostles
will wear out before the bread runs out.
At another time and place, Isaiah also spoke of an abundance, this time of water, sweet honey, and rich milk.
Always, always God is a gift-giver, and we the receivers. Our response is doxology, or praise. In the second
reading Paul provides the words and attitude. Praise is everywhere.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION
Most parishes are now aware of the catechumenate and the journey of new faithful in the RCIA, but this form of
sacramental initiation disappeared from view in the thirteenth century along with many other ancient practices.
Life back then was hard, and often too short, and priests were increasingly insistent about the responsibility of
parents to baptize children in danger of death. Since everyone in that society was under unimaginable threat from
famine, warfare, and plague, the liturgical rites changed quickly. Everyone was in danger of death all the time.
No longer were babies immersed in fonts, being lowered into the water, although the ritual books never backed
down from immersion. Infusion was the new way, a simple pouring of a few drops of water on the child’s forehead.
The catechumenate collapsed, being reduced to the recitation of the Creed and an Our Father at every baptism.
Amazingly, any provision for adult baptism was shelved, so that as late as the 1950s, a person being baptized was
presumed to be an infant, unable to answer for him or herself. Questions of creed and commitment were put to the
godparents, not to the person being baptized. Even Dorothy Day and Thomas Merton, famous adult converts,
remained mute at their baptisms while their sponsors answered for them. In hindsight all this appears strikingly odd,
yet it was accepted as the way things were. We have good reason to give thanks for the vigorous reforms of the last
fifty years!
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

WORD OF LIFE
“A child is not something owed to one, but is a
gift. The ‘ supreme gift’ of marriage is a human
person. A child may not be considered a piece of
property, an idea to which an alleged ‘right to a
child’ would lead. In this area, only the child
possesses genuine rights: the right ‘to be the
fruit’ of the specific act of the conjugal love of
his parents’, and ‘the right to be respected as a
person from the moment of his conception.”
—Catechism of the Catholic Church,

Interfaith
Community Partners
Providing transportation and support for independent living
VOLUNTEER TRAINING
Wednesday. September 10. 2014
9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Congregation of St. Joseph Ministry Center
1515 W. 0gden Avenue — La Grange Park
BECOME AN ACTIVE VOLUNTEER
Contact the ICP office at (708) 579-8929
or email interfaith@att.net
to sign up or learn more.
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ST. CLETUS ONLINE GIVING—DONATIONS MADE EASY
We encourage you to make online donations by logging onto our website,
www.stcletusparish.com and click on the Donate button and register using your
checking account, debit card or credit card. Questions? Call Mary Zwolinski at the
rectory, (708) 352-6209.

W

e thank you for your continued and generous financial support, along with volunteering your
time and talents as you contribute to the Kingdom of God here on earth.
God Bless,
Fr. Bob Clark, Pastor

WEEK AT A GLANCE
DAY/DATE

TIME

LOCATION/
ROOM #

EVENT

Sunday, August 3

8:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.

C-Narthex
Front Lawn
Front Lawn

Welcome Committee
Eagle Scout Project
Lucky Leaf Raffle Tickets & Mega Pass Sales

Tuesday

8:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

C
C

Adoration and Benediction
Spanish Adoration

Wednesday

1:-00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

S-K-Lobby
S-213

MANNA Cash & Carry
Social Concerns Commission Meeting

Friday

7:00 p.m.

S-200

Hispanic Ministry Bible Class

Saturday

5:00 p.m.

Front Lawn

Lucky Leaf Raffle Tickets & Megs Pass Sales

Sunday

8:00 a.m.

Front Lawn

Lucky Leaf Raffle Tickets & Mega Pass Sales

Monday

Thursday

C…Church
Narthex…Church Vestibule (East & West)
MH…Morrissey Hall

S…School (Education Building)
RB…Rectory Basement
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PARISH MISSION STATEMENT

St. Cletus Catholic Parish of the Archdiocese of Chicago is a Christian community of believers and
followers of Christ Jesus. We call and welcome all to join our family of faith as we seek to live the
Gospel values in our daily lives, community and world. We are committed to providing spiritual
nourishment through the worship of God, celebration of the sacraments, Christian education, and use
of our time, talent and treasure in serving others with compassion and love.

MASSES
Saturday Evening: 5:00pm
Sunday: 7:00am, 8:00am, 9:30am,
11:00am, 12:30pm (Spanish)
Weekdays: Mon. thru Sat. 8:00am
Evening before Holy Day: 7:00pm
Holy Day: 6:30am, 8:00am

BAPTISMS
1st & 3rd Saturday of the month at 11:30am. Parents must
be registered parishioners and attend the Baptism
Preparation class. Please make arrangements by calling the
Rectory office (708-352-6209).

WEDDINGS
Dates and times are reserved for registered parishioners.
Initial arrangements must be completed five months in
advance of the wedding date.

HOME/HOSPITAL VISITATION AND
COMMUNION CALLS
Please contact the Ministry of Care office (708-215-5407).

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AND BENEDICTION
Adoration begins following the 8:00am Mass and continues
during the day until 6:15pm the first Tuesday of the month.
The Chaplet of Divine Mercy is prayed at 6:15pm followed
by Benediction.
Hispanic Adoration continues from 7:00pm until 8:00pm.

ST. CLETUS SCHOOL BOARD
DEPARTMENT

POSITION

Administration
Fr. Bob Clark
Jolene Hillgoth
Margaret Hayes

Pastor
President
Principal

Executive Committee
Mike Pusatera
Marty Mulcrone
Heather Alpe

Chairperson
Vice Chairperson
Secretary

Finance Committee
Mike Magee
Doug Rausch
Development & Marketing

Chris McLean
Zlata Kozul-Naumovski
Ron Skrip
Ann Foley
Eileen Dorchinecz
Patrick Townsend
Liaisons
Robin Bourjaily
Chris Bourjaily
Chris McLean

FSA President
Athletic Assoc President
Tech Comm Liaison

CONFESSIONS
Confessions every Saturday of the month: 4:15-4:45pm.

BULLETIN ARTICLES
RECTORY OFFICE HOURS

Monday thru Saturday: 9:00am-5:00pm
Sunday: 8:00am-12:30pm

The deadline for Canticle article submission is
5:00 p.m. Friday, one full week prior to Sunday’s
publication. Articles may be submitted electronically
to pdrobny@stcletusparish.com.

