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Day Time Intentions 

Monday  8:00 a.m. Nancy Tisa, Stella Kadlec 

Tuesday  8:00 a.m. Purgatorial Society 

Wednesday  8:00 a.m. Cecelia Haase, Helen Kaminski 

Thursday  8:00 a.m. Jeanne Nowicki, Joseph Vieceli 

Friday  8:00 a.m. Robert Baal, Louis Schoenberger, Benjamin Horonzy 

Saturday  8:00 a.m. 
 5:00 p.m. 

Purgatorial Society 
Jill Louise Heidemann, Benjamin Patrick Hyink, Rita Lesh, Georgia Popp, 
Special Intention for Melanie Felges Family  

Sunday   7:00 a.m. 
  8:00 a.m. 
  9:30 a.m. 
11:00 a.m. 
12:30 p.m. 

Charles Fogarty, Estrella Pardilla, John Karch, Darlene & Henry Krueger 
Richard & Kathleen Mladenik, Joseph Stopka, Paul L. Budvitis 
Chester Wojcik, Stanistawa & Edward Adasiak 
Purgatorial Society 
Nicolas Arambula 

Please remember our sick in your prayers: 
Dave McCoy, Eric Sanchez, 
Anna Mae McCormick, Sharon Mylan, 
Mary Jamrozik, Margaret Bauer Fountain, 

Christine Anderson Rita, Shellye Bolton, 
Emily Devine, Gerda Dorso, Betty Niwa, 
Karen Stoltman, Judy Duque, Mark Bergnach, 
Joan Curtin, Phil Hodak, Nancy Ptak, Jennie Boerste, 
John Duda, George Duda, Steven Onusaitis, 
Lorraine Walter, Pam Wilson, Loretta Harwood, 
Marilyn Matesevac, Joe Butkus, Elizabeth Dougherty, 
Barbara Stamm, Teddy Kowalski, and Frances 
Klimcke.  Also pray for our parishioners who are in 
nursing homes or are homebound and are unable to 
attend Mass.  Please know we pray daily for the sick 
and the dying. 

          Meghan Burke and Chad Meyer 
 

Maria Romero and Eduardo Abarca 

 
ADORATION AND BENEDICTION 
       

Come and adore our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament on 
Tuesday, November 5, and every first Tuesday of the 
month.  Adoration begins immediately after the 8:00 a.m. 
Mass.  
 
The Chaplet of Divine Mercy is prayed at 6:15 p.m. 
followed by Benediction. 
 

Hispanic Adoration continues from 7:00-8:00 p.m. 

 
St. Cletus Parish  

Welcomes…    
 

Michael John Delsino, 
son of Joseph & Lisa (Oliverio) Delsino 

 
Enrique Estrada Guerrero, 

son of Fernando Estrada Jorge & Lilia Guerrero Pérez 
 

Mariana Negrete Corral, 
daughter of Salvador Negrete & Martha Corral 

 

to the Catholic Faith through the 
Sacrament of Baptism. 
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NOTES FROM FATHER BOB… 

 
THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 2013 

 
 

The story of Zacchaeus, which appears only in Luke’s gospel, is an example of Luke’s delight in turning 
social expectations upside down.  At the beginning of his gospel, Luke records the Magnificat, which 
includes this line: “the hungry he has filled with good things, the rich sent empty away.”  Of course, the 
poor and the hungry are not just the materially needy.  They are also those who get things wrong in life, but 
recognize their mistakes and turn humbly to God.  Luke selects certain stories that bring out this 
relationship of a compassionate God and a repentant sinner.  Like the father in the story of the prodigal son, 
who goes out to meet the son and welcome him before he can say a word, in today’s gospel Jesus calls 
Zacchaeus down from his perch in the tree, before he has a chance to say anything.  Jesus wants to dine 
with Zacchaeus, the man of no stature, who defrauds and betrays his people.  No wonder the crowd mutters!  
Jesus is choosing as his companion a known sinner, the outsider and pariah.  For Zacchaeus, the ‘celebrity 
of the moment’ breaks into his life and wants to be with him.  How does he react?  There is no false 
humility.  Zacchaeus hurries down and welcomes Jesus joyfully, promising in the next breath to make 
generous amends for all the wrong he has done.  It may well be the power of Jesus and his mercy which 
frees Zacchaeus to react like this.  The important thing is that he does seize the moment.  Jesus welcomes 
him and he welcomes Jesus in return.  For this, Jesus commends him as a true son of Abraham. 
  

When Jesus calls, is our reaction that of the crowd or that of Zacchaeus?  If we find ourselves muttering, 
it usually means that there is more than a touch of self-righteousness lurking in our hearts.  If we become 
self-righteous, we will always view others critically, zeroing in on their failures and weaknesses.  
We will become self-reliant, plodding our way through life with grim determination.  We will be closer to 
God.  Yes, we know we are called to do his will, but we will do it by ourselves, relying on our own strength.  
Our image of God will be that of a hard taskmaster, who is always trying to catch us and note our failures.  
We are not going to be impressed by a God who squanders compassion and rushes out of his way to help the 
fragile and forgotten.  This is not how God should behave!  Yet, this is exactly how Jesus behaves and how 
he wants us to understand God.  “Soften your hearts,” he seems to be saying to us, “and you will see the 
miracles that happen.”  To be as kindly as God, it helps if we can acknowledge how kindly he has been to 
us.  Whatever mess we find ourselves in—whether brought on by ourselves or others—God is always there, 
his arms outstretched and his eyes full of compassion.  We have only to look up and receive his glance of 
love. 
 
 
Blessings and Prayers, 
 
Father Bob 
Pastor 



 

 

ST. CLETUS SCHOOL EVENTS 
 

1st Grade Visits Pumpkin Farm 

St. Cletus takes 1st Place out of 8 schools in Fenwick 
Speech Contest - 2nd Year in a Row 

5th grade performs “Gotta Be Jazz” 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Trevor Pryce Former NFL Player and Author of  
“An Army of Frogs: A Kulipari Novel” 

visits 4th & 5th Graders... 
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WHERE IS JESUS TODAY? 
by Danielle Bean 
 
“There are a great many people today who think that [faith in] Jesus is irrelevant in the modern 
context. I suspect these people are suffering from a modern madness caused by an ignorance 
of self and history. As we get to know ourselves, our deepest needs, and the history of 
humanity, the relevance of Jesus Christ to modern man becomes startlingly clear.” 
          —Matthew Kelly 
 
The Mass we celebrate for a small, baptized soul who left us before she was capable of 
sin is not a Requiem Mass. It is a “Mass of the Angels,” with a focus on confident joy. 
 
A few years ago, I attended one of these Masses with grieving friends and family members, and 
I was particularly struck by the words of confidence and light that make up this rite.  These 
stood in stark contrast to the darkness and the pain of loss that enveloped us. 
 
At a Mass of the Angels, we thank God for a young life and sing “Alleluia.”  Our loved one is 
with God. We know the Good News, and it is cause for celebration. 
 
We do believe; help our unbelief. 
 
Where is God?  He is right here with us.  He is calling us closer to him.  When we are reeling 
from the pain of enormous losses, it can be excruciatingly hard to answer.  We are crushed, 
broken, and sick with grief. Our small shoulders struggle beneath the weight of the cross. 
 
But we need not answer for ourselves. It is at times like these that the Church herself answers 
for us—with a song.  Her sweet clear voice cuts through the cold and the dark as she sings: 
Alleluia.  With the patient, tireless trust of a child, she sings “Alleluia,” in the dark. 
 
Action Step 
Are we listening?  Do we have faith enough to join the song? 
 

ALL-POWERFUL YET CARING GOD 
 
It used to be that when I thought, "Old Testament," I thought of narratives written many centuries before Christ. 
Then I learned that today's passage from the book of Wisdom was written less than one hundred years before 
Jesus came along. These words were so contemporaneous with Jesus that he himself conceivably could have 
written or spoken them. He certainly lived them. 
 
The Wisdom reading is a poetic prayer celebrating a Creator-God before whom the universe is like a grain of 
sand, yet who is still lovingly concerned with every individual. This is the God whom Jesus reveals, with 
unlimited power over all creation, yet watching out for sinners climbing trees. 
 
Zacchaeus was no ordinary tax collector, but the chief tax collector, and "a wealthy man." But he wasn't too proud 
to run ahead and clamber up into a sycamore tree just to get a glimpse of Jesus. Maybe, sinner though he was, he 
recognized in this wandering preacher the object of the Wisdom poet's adoration. 



 

 

It’s your last opportunity to stop by the Church narthex and drop off coats.  The men’s and 
women’s winter coats can be new or gently worn.  The 7th Grade St. Cletus Girl Scout 
Troop will be collecting these items for the St. Vincent de Paul Center in Chicago after all 
Masses this weekend.  The collection ends on Sunday, November 10.  
Thank you for your support! 
 

 

Page Six                Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time                 November 3, 2013 

JOIN US NEXT SUNDAY! 
The Spirito! Singers Ragazze Ensemble will be singing at the 11:00 a.m. Mass  
on Sunday, November 10, along with our very own Parish Children’s Choir! 

 
Spirito! Singers is an exceptional choral organization based in the Western 
Suburbs with rehearsals held in both La Grange and Elmhurst. The three 
ensembles include: Bravura, young women in grades 9th -12th,  
Ragazze girls in grades 5th – 8th and the Men of Spirito!, men, 18-years-old 
and up.  The ensembles are directed by Artistic Director Molly Lindberg. 
 
The Spirito! Singers will also be having upcoming Christmas Concerts, 
Tomorrow Shall be My Dancing Day, at 7:00 p.m., Saturday, 
December 7, and on Sunday, December 8, at 3:00 p.m. at the Elmhurst 
Christian Reformed Church in Elmhurst.   
 

For more information regarding our events, auditions, tickets or to listen to the inspirational music of Spirito! 
Please visit our website www.spiritosingers.org or call (630) 581-5440. 
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        ATTENTION! 
  LEISURE LOAFERS 
 

Our November meeting is on Thursday the 7th.  
Please come and enjoy the Helping Hand Choral 
Group.  Looking forward to seeing you! 
 
Alice Katzmarek 

Paulette Bolton - Director of Parish Catechesis/Formation 

The St. Cletus School and Religious Education 7th grade students and their parents gathered around the 
baptismal font on October 17, as they began the “official” preparation process for the reception of the 
sacrament of Confirmation.  

The 7th grade St. Cletus students 
formed a Living Rosary around the 
church on the feast of Our Lady of 
the Rosary. The students prayed 
the Mission rosary wearing colored 
shirts representing our brothers and 
sisters from the continents of the 
world. 

 BABY BOTTLE COLLECTION  
THIS WEEKEND! 

 

T his weekend we are collecting the baby bottles 
which were distributed three weeks ago for 

Women’s Care Center of La Grange, a pro-life crisis 
pregnancy center.  Please leave your bottles in the 
baskets at the entrance to church.  If you forgot your 
bottle today, please bring it to the rectory next 
weekend or during the week.  Thank you so much for 
caring for the littlest ones and their moms and dads! 

Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 
November 3, 2013 

 
The LORD lifts up all who are falling 
 and raises up all who are bowed down. 
     -Psalm 145:14 



 

 

 
 

 
FOOD PANTRY UPDATE 
There’s still time to donate some non-perishables for our monthly food distribution, which is Thursday, 
November 14. We are serving 300+ families each month so we are in constant need of replenishment. 
THANK YOU to all who support this ministry! 
 

• Most needed items at this time are dry pinto beans, canned tomatoes/sauce, canned fruit, assorted dry 
 pasta noodles, and all sizes of diapers. 

 
• Drop off the items in the designated food bins in the Church Narthex when you come to Mass, or daily 
 7:45 a.m.-4:00 p.m.  
• Remember we are collecting Jewel stamps for Rachel Ray Dinnerware for our Advent Giving Tree out
 reach. If you are not collecting them for yourself, please put the stamps in an envelope and place with your 
 food donations, or drop the envelope in the collection basket, or at the rectory.  We have enough for a 
 couple of sets of dinnerware thus far.  Keep up the good work! 
• Thank you to those who participated in the Knights of Columbus Food Drive benefitting our Pantry, which 
 took place on Saturday, October 26.  We are most grateful to our neighbors who support our community 
 pantry. 

 

It’s “Turkey Bucks” Time! 
 
During November,  when you do your grocery shopping at the Jewel store across the street from 
St. Cletus, please don’t forget to tell your cashier that you would like to help St. Cletus Food Pantry 
by purchasing $1, $5, or $10 in Jewel “Turkey Bucks.”  Your thoughtful donation will help bring a 
traditional holiday dinner to a family in our community that otherwise may have gone without. 
Thank you!  

 
Interfaith Community Partners…Providing transportation and support for independent living. 
 
Here’s two ways to support the work of ICP, a coalition comprised of 14 faith partners, one of whom is St. Cletus 
Parish:  
 

• Eat Italian on the first Thursday of each month. Alex and Aldo’s, located at 720 East 31st Street, 
 La Grange Park, (708) 354-1390, donates 10% of their proceeds on this day to ICP.  This includes take-
 out, delivery, or dining in their small, cozy establishment.  So this Thursday, November 7, eat well and 
 support  a great cause! 
• Become a volunteer. The next training session is on Saturday, November 16, 9:00 a.m. until 12 Noon. at  
 St. Barbara Parish Center, 4008 Prairie Ave., Brookfield.  Contact the ICP office at  (708) 579-8929 or  
 e-mail interfaith@att.net to sign up or learn more. 
 

Thank you for joining with ICP as we help older adults and people with disabilities in the Greater Lyons Township 
area. 
 
Mary Beth Ford 
Director of Social Concerns 

 “Great opportunities to help others seldom come, but small ones surround us everyday.” 
         -Sally Koch 
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2013-2014 Teen Faith Formation Program 
Our first small group gathering, will be TONIGHT, Sunday, November 3, from 6:00-7:30 p.m., at St. Cletus. 
Come to play games and get to know your small group and small group leaders.  Ice cream will be provided.  
All are welcome to join us and anyone planning to be assigned to a small group should attend!  I will need parents to 
help with serving ice cream!  Please contact Amanda for more information.   

 
Thank you to everyone who participated in our October 20th Teen Mass! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KAIROS #15 

 
Thank you to everyone who signed up for our K15 Retreat! I’m excited for a fantastic weekend! 
Please keep our teens and adults in your prayers.  
   
 

Stay Up-To-Date on Our Activities and Events 
“Like” St. Cletus Youth Ministry on Facebook!  You can do this at www.facebook.com/stcletusyouth.  

 
Church League basketball 
Church league registration closes November 5!  I’m looking forward to great season! 
 

Any questions?  Contact Amanda Birth at abirth@stcletusparish.com or (708) 215-5419  
Amanda Birth 
Director of Youth Ministry 
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Professional Clothing Drive 
Saturday, November 9, 2013 

9:00 a.m.  – 1:00 p.m. 
Lyons Township South Campus 

 
Suit up for Success is a project geared to provide 
professional clothes to Genesys Works, a nonprofit 
organization that provides a future in the corporate 
world for underprivileged young adults in Chicago.  
Genesys Works offers opportunity through summer training 
and a school year internship that requires young adults to 
dress in professional attire. Through a donation drop-off of 
clothes and generous donations, this project will provide 
professional dress for young adults to look appropriate in 
the work environment. 
 
Items needed: Polo’s, button downs, dress pants, 
dark shoes, black socks, belts, cardigans, sports coats and 
other professional attire.  

For more information about Genesys Works,  
visit www.genesysworks.org.  Or  

on their twitter @GenesysWorksCHI and  
Facebook GenesysWorksChicago. 

ST. CLETUS 

 

  

The next book is 

 Big Stone Gap 
 
           by  Adrianna Trigiani 
          

      We will meet to discuss it on   
       Tuesday, November 12, at 7:00 p.m.  

     (Room 98 in the Education Building) 
 

 Questions?  Email: loriashe@aol.com 

GOVERNMENT 
 
Government is a trust, and the officers of the 
government are trustees; and both the trust and the 
trustees are created for the benefit of the people. 
     —Henry Clay 
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DAY/DATE TIME LOCATION/ 
ROOM # 

EVENT 

Sunday, November 3  7:00 a.m. 
 7:00 a.m. 
 7:00 a.m. 
11:00 a.m. 
12:00 Noon 
 6:00 p.m. 

C-Narthex 
C-Narthex/East 
C-Narthex/West 
C 
MH 
MH 

Girl Scout Coat Drive 
Baby Bottle Collection 
Welcome Committee 
Confirmation Candidates Mass 
Candidates Sponsor Meeting 
YM Meeting 

Monday, November 4  7:00 p.m. 
 9:00 p.m. 

S-200 
MH 

Kairos Meeting 
Men’s Basketball 

Tuesday, November 5  8:30 a.m. 
 7:00 p.m. 
 7:00 p.m. 
 7:00 p.m. 
 7:00 p.m. 
 7:00 p.m. 

C 
C 
S-213 
R-Dining Room 
S-201 
RB 

Adoration & Benediction 
Spanish Adoration 
Social Concerns Commission Meeting 
RCIA 
Hispanic Ministry Men’s Prayer Group 
School Board Meeting 

Wednesday, November 6  9:00 a.m. 
 5:30 p.m. 
 7:00 p.m. 
 7:00 p.m. 
 7:00 p.m. 

RB 
MH 
S-200/201/213 
S-98 
S-207 

Mission Ladies 
Market Day 
Parish Transformation Meeting 
CREDO Matthew Bible Study 
Catechist Meeting 

Thursday, November 7  1:00 p.m. 
 5:00 p.m. 
 6:30 p.m. 
 7:00 p.m. 
 7:00 p.m. 
 7:30 p.m. 

MH 
S-Music 
S-Music 
S-200 
S-213 
S-Music 

Leisure Loafers 
Children’s Choir 
Contemporary Ensemble Rehearsal 
Hispanic Family Ministry 
ICN Employment Ministry 
Chancel Choir 

Friday, November 8  6:30 p.m. S-Music Hispanic Choir 

Saturday, November 9  5:00 p.m. 
 5:00 p.m. 
 5:00 p.m. 

C-Narthex/ 
C-Narthex/East 
C-Narthex/West 

Girl Scouts Coat Drive 
Cabaret Ticket Sales 
MANNA Cash & Carry 

Sunday, November 10  7:00  a.m. 
 7:00 a.m. 
 7:00 a.m. 

C-Narthex 
C-Narthex/East 
C-Narthex/West 

Girl Scouts Coat Drive 
Cabaret Ticket Sales 
MANNA Cash & Carry 

 
 
 
 

   

    WEEK AT A GLANCE 

C…Church       S…School (Education Building) 
Narthex…Church Vestibule (East & West)  RB…Rectory Basement 
MH…Morrissey Hall 

Stewardship — Sunday Collection — October 27, 2013  
 

Total Active Registered Families    2,748 
 Collection Statistics     Amount Collected  
# of envelopes used this week            604  $ 18,632   Envelopes Users 
% of registered families        22%       2,906   Loose Check/Cash 
           2,045   Electronic Giving  
Weekly Collection Budget:    $27,000   $ 23,583   Total Collected 
Over (Under) Budget:                        ($3,417) 
This fiscal Year @ 10/27/13                             
Actual Sunday Collections:  $ 419,228         
Budgeted Sunday Collections  459,000       
YTD Over (Under) budget: $  (39,772)      

We need your help. As you can see we are running short on our 
budget.  If you would consider raising your contribution for the 
next several months we will be able to make-up our shortfall.  
Thank you for all the support you show for the ministries that take 
place within the parish.  
      Fr. Bob Clark, Pastor 



 

 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
 

St. Cletus Catholic Parish of the Archdiocese of Chicago is a Christian community of believers and 
followers of Christ Jesus.  We call and welcome all to join our family of faith as we seek to live the Gospel 
values in our daily lives, community and world.  We are committed to providing spiritual nourishment 
through the worship of God, celebration of the sacraments, Christian education, and use of our time, 
talent and treasure in serving others with compassion and love. 

MASSES  
Saturday Evening: 5:00pm 
 
Sunday: 7:00am, 8:00am, 9:30am, 
 11:00am, 12:30pm (Spanish) 
 
Weekdays: Mon. thru Sat. 8:00am 
 
Evening before Holy Day: 7:00pm 
 
Holy Day: 6:30am, 8:00am 
 
BAPTISMS    
1st & 3rd Saturday of the month at 11:30am.  Parents must 
be registered parishioners and attend the Baptism 
Preparation class.  Please make arrangements by calling the 
Rectory office (708-352-6209). 
 
WEDDINGS  
Dates and times are reserved for registered parishioners. 
Initial arrangements must be completed five months in 
advance of the wedding date. 
 
HOME/HOSPITAL VISITATION AND 
COMMUNION CALLS  
Please contact the Ministry of Care office (708-215-5407).  
 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AND BENEDICTION    
Adoration begins following the 8:00am Mass and continues 
during the day until 6:15pm the first Tuesday of the month. 
 
The Chaplet of Divine Mercy is prayed at 6:15pm followed 
by Benediction. 
 
Hispanic Adoration continues from 7:00pm until 8:00pm. 
 
CONFESSIONS  
Confessions every Saturday of the month: 4:15-4:45pm.  
 

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS  
Monday thru Saturday:  9:00am-5:00pm  
Sunday:   8:00am-1:00pm 
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BULLETIN ARTICLES 
 
The deadline for Canticle article submission is 
5:00 p.m. Friday, one full week prior to Sunday’s 
publication.  Articles may be submitted electronically 
to pdrobny@stcletusparish.com. 

 
ST. CLETUIS SCOOL BOARD 

 
DEPARTMENT  POSITION 
  
Administration  
Fr. Bob Clark   Pastor 
Jolene Hillgoth   President 
Margaret Hayes   Principal 
  
Executive Committee  
Mike Pusatera   Chairperson 
Marty Mulcrone  Vice Chairperson 
Heather Alpe   Secretary 
  
Finance Committee  
Mike Magee    
Bob Gray    
 
Policy  
Shawn Temple    
 
Development & Marketing  
Michael Gilmartin  
Chris McLean  
Zlata Kozul-Naumovski  
Ron Skrip  
Ann Foley  
Rachel Luna  
Doug Rausch  
  
Liaisons  
Mary DeGroot   FSA President 
Kevin Dahill   Athletic Assoc President 
Chris McLean   Tech Comm Liaison  




