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Please pray for those who  have                            
 died and their families… 

 
           Bernice A. Hyatt, 
                  mother of Susan Oskvarek 
 
                       Phillip Dindia, 
                       husband of Barbara   
    Mary Ann Frandsen, 
                             wife of Louis 

Day Time Intentions 

Monday  8:00 a.m. James Vonesh 

Tuesday  8:00 a.m. Tom Kigin 

Wednesday  8:00 a.m. Helen & Harold Janecek 

Thursday  8:00 a.m. Floyd Corbo, Mary Ricciardone & Calandriello Family, Grabowski Family,  
Dolores E. Kuchta 

Friday  8:00 a.m. Evelyn Prevenas, Erik Geyer, Adeline Kulikowski, Josephine Cavaliero 

Saturday  8:00 a.m. 
 5:00 p.m. 

Monica Mataitis, Edward Vonesh 
Rose Delaloye 

Sunday  7:00 a.m. 
 
 8:00 a.m. 
 9:30 a.m. 
11:00 a.m. 
 
12:30 p.m. 

Thomas Benka, Nick Barone, Sophie & Louis P. Egielski, Al & Agnes Hinton. 
Eileen Kurland 
George M. Nault, Patricia Halm, Tomothy Wickerd 
Karen Carroll, Michael Arpaia, Josephine Sorrentino, Laura McDonnell 
Joe White, Louis P. Egielski, Sheila Delaney Santori, John & Sandy Fisher,  
Jack O’Donnell, George Benrus, Ken Herzog, Frank Mamolella 
Ken Herzog, Frank Mamolella 
Purgatorial Society 

RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS APPEAL 
“SHARE IN THE CARE” 

THIS WEEKEND 
SECOND COLLECTION 

 
Retired religious need your support.  Senior Catholic 
sisters, brothers, and religious order priests offered 
their lives in service to others—educating the young, 
comforting the sick, seeking justice for the oppressed.  
Today many are frail, elderly, and in need of 
assistance. Your gift to the Retirement Fund for 
Religious supports basic necessities such as 
prescription drugs and nursing care. Envelopes are 
available in the pews.  Please be generous for today’s 
collection.  Thank you.   

 
     WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS! 
 
 We are pleased to welcome these newly 
registered parishioners to our parish family: 
Frances Cannon, Loretta Michaels, Mr. & Mrs. Gregg 
Peterson, Mr. & Mrs. Sean Naddy, and Mr. & Mrs. Scott 
Wisniewski and Family.  
 If you attend St. Cletus but have not yet 
registered, please consider the commitment of parish 
membership. 

 MARY AND MARTHA 
 
We hope you have been saving little 

items for the Briar Place residents Christmas 
packages. We will be putting our gift bags 
together in the Rectory Basement on Friday, 
December 16, at 9:00 a.m. Small items e.g. 
lotions, shampoo, combs, tooth brushes, 
toothpaste, denture cleaner, deodorant, playing 
cards, small books, and jewelry are needed. 
We usually assemble 70 bags.  Please drop off 
your donations at the rectory. Thank you for 
your kindness.    
                              Mary White  
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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 2011 

 
 “Everybody’s happy now,” Henry said.  “Yes, everybody’s happy now,” repeated Lenina.  They had heard 
the words over and over again, a hundred and fifty times a night for twelve years.  Happiness is important in 
Aldous Huxley’s BRAVE NEW WORLD, the futuristic satire on science and progress.  In the book, children are 
brainwashed from an early age to believe they are happy.  And where brainwashing does not convince, 
SOMA takes over.  SOMA is a drug which induces a feeling of well-being.  It protects the inhabitants of 
BRAVE NEW WORLD from anxiety, from thinking unhappy thoughts.  In a parody of a communion service, 
SOMA is consumed by the worshippers, and happiness is the result.  But there are misfits who have their doubts.  
They suspect that there is more to happiness, and as they discover the truth, they suffer. 
 BRAVE NEW WORLD is funny, far-fetched, and wholly frightening.  It is a penetrating look at modern 
science-driven society, taking current trends to their logical conclusions.  The POSSIBILITY of it all is what 
alarms. To think of cloned humans, chemically engineered, brainwashed and drugged individuals, is a frightening 
thought.  To think of people who are taught--over and over again--that they live in a world with the supreme values 
of “Community, Identity and Stability”, but no God, is a scary thought.  To think they are taught to believe they are 
happy, is worst of all.  Surely there is no danger that this nightmare scenario will ever come true? 
 In the light of the artificial happiness of BRAVE NEW WORLD, Paul’s injunction today to “be happy at 
all times” can seem at best impossible…at worst, sinister.  How can we be told to be happy?  Surely happiness is a 
feeling that arises inside us because we have reasons to be happy.  We have what we need to live; we have people 
around us to love; we are aware of our blessings.  But Paul is under no illusions.  For him, happiness is no easily 
achieved state; it is not something cheap.  Paul is no stranger to suffering.  His happiness comes from prayer and 
from faith. 
 The prophet, Isaiah, lived in a time of great political turmoil. He was often in danger of his life, and, 
according to Jewish tradition, he was put to death.  Yet the spirit of joy, which pervades some of his prophecies, is 
equal to that found in any other biblical literature.  “I exult for joy in the Lord, my soul rejoices in my God.”  
The presence of the Lord, for Isaiah, as for Paul, is the cause of a deep and lasting happiness. 
 John the Baptist is a grimmer figure altogether.  There would seem to be no joy or happiness in his 
ministry.  But John was driven by the Spirit of the Lord, preparing the way for Jesus.  John saw the ugly side of 
people, as they came to him with their sins.  He saw the hypocrisy of professional religious people, and angrily 
denounced it.  But anger alone is not enough to drive a prophet.  He must have a vision of a better world.  He must 
glimpse glory.  He must sense, however fleetingly, true happiness in his soul. 
 Today’s reading from Isaiah states that the time of the Messiah will be one of gladness and rejoicing.  
It is John the Baptist who ushers in that time.  It is he, who hands over to Jesus the ministry of forgiveness; it is he, 
who recognizes and proclaims Jesus as the Lamb of God.  It is he, who can rejoice that the time so long foretold 
has come.  Though John will pay with his life for the message he preaches, he can die knowing that his mission is 
fulfilled.  John is a happy man. 
 There is no point faking happiness: we fool only ourselves.  We cannot find true happiness in escape: 
we merely find distraction from our misery.  So BRAVE NEW WORLD is not for us.  But the happiness of Isaiah 
can be ours.  If we can look at the world through the eyes of the prophet, and glimpse it as it is meant to be, we will 
be inspired and full of praise to God.  If we can have the faith of the apostle, Paul, for whom Christ was all, then 
we will have a window into heaven.  And glimpsing eternal happiness, we can rejoice on earth.  If we can have the 
integrity and faithfulness of John the Baptist, proclaiming salvation in Christ, then we will have the reward of 
faithfulness: happiness with God, forever.   
 There are no short cuts.  Advent teaches us the importance of waiting and watching.  Not simply passing 
time until something happens, but using time creatively to prepare ourselves for the Lord who is with us now, yet is 
to come.  And even as we see all the hard work and sacrifice involved, we are reminded it is about happiness too. 
 
        Advent Prayers, 
        Fr. Bob  
        Pastor 

NOTES FROM FATHER BOB… 



 

 

 
Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen 
and grow—a day at a time. 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2011 
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Nothing too great to bear 
In his book God, I Have Issues, author Mark Thibodeaux, S.J. recounts 
an encounter with a black bear while hiking alone in the woods of New 
Mexico. Thibodeaux manages to let out a roar that he “had not thought 
possible for any human being.” His roar scares off the bear—twice! 
Later in prayer he wonders, Why the bear? God responds, “You see, I 
have hidden resources inside you that you cannot even fathom. Re-
member that the next time you face a seemingly insurmountable prob-
lem.” Every difficulty, every hardship, every problem is an opportunity 
to experience the infinite extent of our inner resources, also known as 
God. Otherwise, how will we know? 

TODAY’S READINGS: Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11; 1 Thessalonians 
5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28 (8) 
“Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. In all circumstances 
give thanks.” 

 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 12  
FEAST OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 
Mary, Mary, quite extraordinary! 
Imagine being a poor, unwed village girl who learns she will give birth 
and can’t imagine how or why it is happening. That is the situation 
Mary found herself in when she received the news that she would bear 
a son and name him Jesus. How would you react? Denial? Refusal? 
Hysteria? Flight? Mary chose none of these options. Though she didn’t 
understand, she trusted the messenger of the Lord, responding: 
“Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me accord-
ing to your word.” What courage! What faith! What a role model for us 
all! 

TODAY’S READINGS: Zechariah 2:14-17 or Revelation 
11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab; Luke 1:26-38 or 1:39-47 (690A) 
“Nothing will be impossible for God.” 

 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13  
MEMORIAL OF LUCY, VIRGIN, MARTYR  
A spark turns into flame 
Little is known about the life of Saint Lucy beyond the fact that as a 
young woman she was accused of being a Christian and martyred in 
Syracuse (now part of Sicily) in 304. Yet a rich tradition of stories and 
images of a brave and steadfast disciple of Christ have built up around 
these spare details. Indeed, Lucy is one of the “remnant” of humble and 
lowly people left in our midst who light the way to Christ. Imagine the 
legacy you can leave for generations to come with a simple trace of 
faith. 

TODAY’S READINGS: 1 Zephaniah 3:1-2, 9-13; Matthew 
21:28-32 (188) 
“But I will leave as a remnant in your midst a people humble 
and lowly.” 

 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14 
FEAST OF JOHN OF THE CROSS, PRIEST, DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH 
Don’t be left in the dark 
Darkness can be terrifying, whether the pitch black of the night sky or 
the desolation felt at low points in life. Saint John of the Cross was no 
astronomer or psychologist, but he knew profound darkness. The Car-
melite mystic of 16th-century Spain struggled to understand and articu-
late the challenges a person faces as she or he grows closer to God. 
You’d think it would get easier, but, as Saint John notes, it gets harder 
and harder to unhook from the things that keep us from God, distract-

ing us from our truest selves. John’s poetry speaks of the transforma-
tive power of this dark night of the soul: “Oh, night that guided me, / 
Oh, night more lovely than the dawn.” Where do you find God trans-
forming your dark nights into dawn? 

TODAY’S READINGS: Isaiah 45:6b-8, 18, 21b-25; Luke 
7:18b-23 (189) 
“I am the Lord, there is no other; I form the light, and create 
the darkness.” 
 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15  
ADVENT WEEKDAY 
Can you spare some change? 
Many people would have a hard time with the idea that God can 
change. Isn’t God supposed to be unchanging? Wouldn’t thinking any-
thing less be wrong and maybe even downright blasphemous? In a 
way, yes. Only God—being God—gets the superlatives: all-knowing, 
all-powerful, eternal, ever the same. We humans, though, can’t make 
those claims. We tell a human story of God to express what we believe, 
and we know from our experience that relationships have their ups and 
downs. While God may not change, our relationship to God has and 
does, and that fact should not be a source of consternation but of hope 
for and faith in a divine love that is always offered to us. 

TODAY’S READINGS: Isaiah 54:1-10; Luke 7:24-30 (190) 
“For a brief moment I abandoned you, but with great tender-
ness I will take you back.” 

 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16  
ADVENT WEEKDAY 
No batteries required to be a true Christmas light 
There is no doubt that while Christmas is a Christian feast and the holi-
day has touched the world, sometimes it feels more like an ever-
expanding brand than a gift. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if each LED 
light (sold in packages of 50 for only $6.95!) were actually displayed to 
glow in praise of a loving, incarnate God rather than to win the prize 
for who has used the most electricity on the block? But while we regret 
the commercialization of the holiday, it’s important to take right steps 
at home, as Catholic Christian families, to abandon materialism for the 
sake of the environment—our Christian environment. 

TODAY’S READINGS: Isaiah 56:1-3a, 6-8; John 5:33-36 (191) 
“Observe what is right, do what is just.”s\  

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17  
ADVENT WEEKDAY 
Trace your holy family tree 
The internet has given a boost to this already widespread fascination 
with genealogy. Any number of websites will do the research for peo-
ple who want to find out more about their ancestors. Folks in the an-
cient world also took a keen interest in their forebears. For them, where 
you came from and who came before you had a lot to do with your 
social standing. It’s not surprising, then, that Jesus got the ances-
try.com treatment not once but twice in the gospels: in Matthew and 
Luke. While Matthew’s version had some unexpected characters, it 
also traced Jesus back to David and Abraham and therefore made him 
worthy of great esteem. Advent is a good time to renew your acquaint-
ance with Christian tradition. Read a good history of the church, like 
Paul Johnson’s A History of Christianity. 
TODAY’S READINGS: Genesis 49:2, 8-10; Matthew 1:1-17 (193) 

“The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, 
the son of Abraham.” 

 
©2011 by TrueQuest Communications, L.L.C. PHONE: 800-942-2811; E-MAIL: 
mail@takefiveforfaith.com; WEBSITE: www.TakeFiveForFaith.com. Licensed for 
noncommercial use. All rights reserved. Scripture quotes come from the New Ameri-
can Bible. 
Contributors: Alice Camille, Daniel Grippo, Father Larry Janowski, O.F.M., Ann 
O’Connor, Joel Schorn, Patrice J. Tuohy, and Sister Julie Vieira, I.H.M. 
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OPLATKI IS AVAILABLE AT THE RECTORY OFFICE DURING REGULAR BUSINESS HOURS 
A donation of $3.50 is requested 

           PARISH FORGIVENESS SERVICE 
 

BROTHERS AND SISTERS, ANYONE WHO BELONGS TO CHRIST IS A NEW PERSON.  THE PAST IS FORGOTTEN 
AND EVERYTHING IS NEW.  GOD HAS DONE IT ALL.  HE HAS SENT CHRIST TO MAKE PEACE BETWEEN 
HIMSELF AND US. AND HE HAS  GIVEN US THE WORK OF MAKING PEACE BETWEEN HIMSELF  
AND OTHERS.  WHAT WE MEAN IS THAT GOD IS IN CHRIST, OFFERING PEACE AND FORGIVENESS TO THE 
PEOPLE OF THIS WORLD .”  (2 COR. 5:17-19) 
 

W e have another opportunity to be graced by God’s peace and extend it to others through the sacrament of 
Reconciliation. Our Parish Forgiveness Service will celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation on 

Tuesday,  December 13, at 7:00 p.m. in the church.  Advent is a time to mend quarrels, to forgive those who have hurt 
us, and to pray for peace.  What better way to  “Be watchful! Be Alert!  WE do not know the day nor the hour.” 

T he word “Bethlehem” means “the house of bread.”  The breaking of the bread is a sign of charity, unity and 
friendship. Religious family customs bring the truths of faith into the home. One of these beautiful Christmas 

Eve customs is the Christmas Wafer.  With a simple prayer for God’s grace and the welfare of all members of the 
family, those present as well as those who are absent, the head of the house breaks the wafer and distributes it,  one 
piece to each person at the table.  The spiritual lesson is this age-old custom is that the unity of the family is grounded 
in God’s love for us.  May you experience unity and love through this simple celebration. 
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REMINDER 
 

Please remember to place your Giving Tree gifts in the Madonna della Strada chapel in the church vestibule this 
weekend with the tag securely attached to the package.  If you have more than one package for the same person, 
please attach a gift tag indicating his/her name and family number, to make sure all gifts go to the correct person. 
The gifts will be organized for delivery after the 12:30 p.m. Mass on Sunday, December 11.  Thank you to all who 
are so generous!!! 

 
Next Sunday, December 18, is the date to bring the food baskets to Morrissey Hall between 
7:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.  Please arrange with a friend or family member to bring in your food 
basket if you are going to be out of town. Volunteers will be on hand to help carry the baskets from 
your car.  Also, a suggestion: Laundry Baskets make excellent containers for the food…and are 
useful to our recipients all year long.  Thank you for your generosity! 
 

FOOD PANTRY 
 
As we approach December 18 and the distribution of Food Baskets to more than 400 local families in need of food 
assistance, we are very grateful for the support we have recently received from so many generous people. 
They include our parishioners, individual friends from the community, St. Cletus School, Flying High Parents Club, 
Charter Fitness, Spring Avenue School (Variety Show), St. John of the Cross, (Harvest Weekend and November 
food collection).  One Main Financial (Customer Appreciation Days Food Drive), and Lyons Township Supervisor 
and Board of Directors, who presented us with a check for $1,500.  These groups join the many others who continue 
to support this ministry. God bless you all!  
 
Mary Beth Ford 
Director of Social Concerns 



 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE/CHRISTMAS DAY 
MASS SCHEDULE    

2011 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE       ACCOMPANIMENT 
 2:00PM…CHURCH       CHAMBER ENSEMBLE 
 2:15PM…MORRISSEY HALL      VOCALIST/PIANO 
 3:30PM…CHURCH       CHILDREN’S CHOIR 
 3:45PM…MORRISSEY HALL      VOCALIST/PIANO 
 5:30PM…CHURCH       CHAMBER ENSEMBLE 
 7:00PM…CHURCH-SPANISH      SPANISH CHOIR 
10:30PM...CHURCH       CHANCEL CHOIR 
 
 
CHRISTMAS DAY       ACCOMPANIMENT 
 7:00AM……………       ORGAN CONGREGATIONAL CAROLING 
 8:00AM……………       VOCALIST/PIANO 
 9:30AM……………       CHANCEL CHOIR 
11:00AM……………       CONTEMPORARY CHOIR 
12:30PM…CHURCH-SPANISH      SPANISH CHOIR 
  

NEW YEAR’S EVE/NEW YEAR’S DAY 
 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2011 
8:00AM, 5:00PM 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 1, 2012 
7:00, 8:00, 9:30, 11:00AM — 12:30PM SPANISH  

 
 
 

 
       

 
December 3rd-12th  Spanish Ministry 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Novena - 7:00 p.m. 
   
December 12th - Spanish Ministry 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Celebration 
4-5:00 a.m. “Mañanitas” (morning greetings) 
5-6:00 a.m. Mass  
6:00 p.m. Mass  
 
 December 13th 
 Parish Forgiveness/Reconciliation Service  
 7:00 p.m.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

  December 16th-22nd  - Spanish Ministry 
  Christmas Novena - 7:00 p.m. 
 
   December 19th - CREDO  
   Nativity Movie at 7:00 p.m. 
   followed by Adoration/Benediction in church 
 
   December 20th 
   Christmas Concert - 7:00 p.m. 
 
   December 23rd  - Spanish Ministry 
   Christmas Spanish Posada 
   7:00 p.m. 

ST. CLETUS PARISH 2011 
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O COME LET US ADORE HIM!  
ADVENT OPPORTUNITY FOR REFLECTION 

AND ADORATION 
 
In the hectic holiday season, take a moment 
to stop, pause, reflect on the wonder of the 
Nativity, and worship Jesus in adoration as 
the wise men did long ago.  
 

 The CREDO Committee has organized another 
mini-retreat (similar to the Passion of the Christ event last 
Lent , which we will offer again next spring). 
 On December 19, we will show the movie The 
Nativity Story (2007) in Room 98 of the Education 
Building beginning promptly at 7:00 p.m.  Even though 
you know the story, the movie is a chance to reflect on 
the wonder of the incarnation during the season of 
Advent.  The movie ends with the wise men worshiping 
the newborn king.  At the conclusion of the movie, we 
will move to the church for Eucharistic Adoration 
followed by Benediction, so that we too can worship and 
adore our Savior. 
 As St. Alphonsus Liguori said, “Of all devotions, 
that of adoring Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament is the 
greatest after the sacraments,  the one dearest to God and 
the one most helpful to us.”  
 We hope you can join us for the 
evening.  Families are welcome; the movie is rated 
PG. There will be refreshments during the movie. The 
movie will last until about 8:45 p.m.  Please feel free to 
join us in church at 8:45 p.m. if you only wish to attend 
Adoration and Benediction.    

 

THE ST. CLETUS SCHOOL SIXTH GRADE  
CONSUMER FAIR 

 
 The St. Cletus School sixth grade is currently in 
the midst of the annual Consumer Fair in which each 
student develops an hypothesis regarding the preference 
of consumers for one brand of a product over two other 
brands.  This project is something of a warm-up for the 
seventh grade History Fair and the eighth grade 
Science Fair. 
 To research and develop data to either prove or 
disprove their hypothesis, each student conducts a taste 
test of three brands of his/her product among classmates.  
After the taste tests, data is compiled along with 
information about which product is the best buy.  
The accompanying photos show some of the product 
taste-testing conducted by each student in the classes. 
 The Consumer Fair will culminate in exhibit 
boards of the students’ work to be displayed at the 
St. Cletus School Open House in honor of Catholic 
Schools Week on Sunday, January 29.  All are welcome! 
                   submitted by Pat Dalsin 
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ST. CLETUS CHOIRS CD  
RELEASE & CONCERT 

 
 Our parish choirs have recorded their first 
Christmas CD in 20 years! “Home for Christmas” 
features the songs you have come to know and love at 
our Christmas Masses.  From congregational carols to 
small ensembles to the 90 voices of our combined 
choirs, there is truly something for everyone on this 
disc.  The discs will be $15 each and will be available 
for sale next weekend - just in time to use as holiday 
presents! 
 To celebrate the recording, our parish choirs 
will present a Christmas Concert at 7:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, December 20.  Mark your calendars for our 
first ever CD Release Concert” - as an event you will 
not want to miss!         
   Justin Sisul 
   Music Director 
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Lt. Cdr. Amy Sloan Bloyd  US Coast Guard  
Michael Carr   USA   
Captain Anthony Cech, Chaplin USA   
Sgt. Franklyn Cuchana  USA 
2nd Lt., Thomas G. Dybicz  USA Ranger  
Sgt. Michael Fittanto  USA   
M/Sgt. Patrick Hegeman  USMC   
Sgt. Joseph Kaminski  USA   
Kevin Lewis   USA   
Pfc. Zackus McLoed   
Capt. Robert Mele   USAF    
Capt. Steven Muscolino  USA   
Spf. Kyle Nicholson  USA   
Pvt. James Reisel   USA   
Pfc. Eugene Sapinski  USA   
Greg Vlach   USA  
Jake Brooks   USA    

LET US CONTINUE TO REMEMBER IN PRAYER…   
ALL THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY 

 
 
 
 
 
TEEN FAITH FORMATION PROGRAM 
Registration is ongoing!  We are always welcoming newcomers!  Please contact Kristen with any questions.   
 
Instead of having December small and large groups, we will be helping Social Concerns Ministry with the Giving Tree this 
Sunday, December 11, from 2:15–6:30 p.m. and also on December 18.   Please confirm which shift you will be working on 
December 18 with Kristen.  
 
ADVENT PRAYER FOR PARENTS OF TEENS 
Take time out of your busy day to pray and reflect on the meaning of Christmas!  We will meet again this Friday, 
December 16, at 10:00 a.m. in our new teen room.  Please join us!  Bring a friend!  All are welcome!  
 
SOLSBERRY, INDIANA SUMMER MISSION TRIP 2012  
We will be traveling to the Solsberry Hill Catholic Retreat Center in Solsberry, Indiana July 29–August 3.  We will be 
serving with Habitat for Humanity, Catholic Worker House, Catholic Relief Services, local food banks and soup kitchens, 
and similar organizations. More information and registration forms are available on our website this weekend at 
www.stcletusparish.com/youth.  Registration and non-refundable deposits will be accepted on a first come, first serve 
basis and are due by January 9.  There may be a waiting list, so get yours in early!   
 
OVERNIGHT CHICAGO SERVICE-BASED RETREAT 
On Friday & Saturday, January 27/28, we will be staying at the Brother David Darst Center www.brdaviddarstcenter.org  
at 2834 S. Normal, Chicago 60616.  We will be doing 2–3 service projects in the city and reflecting/learning about 
Catholic Social Teaching.   Adult chaperones are needed!  Registration and fees are due by January 3.   All information is 
available on our website www.stcletusparish.com/youth.  
 
ARCHDIOCESAN ALL-NIGHT SKI EVENT 2012    
Friday, February 3 and Saturday, February 4,  teens from all over Chicago will be skiing at Chestnut Mountain in Galena.  
Our bus will depart Friday evening and will return Saturday morning. Adult chaperones are needed!  Registration 
information is available on our website www.stcletusparish.com/youth.  Forms and non-refundable. Fees are due by 
Thursday, January 12 as processing is completed through the Archdiocese.  NO LATE APPLICATIONS CAN BE 
ACCEPTED! 
 
Kristen Maxwell 
Youth Ministry 

 
 
Please remember our sick in your prayers: 
Venda Tulacka, Mary Dybas, James 

McSweeney, John Karch, Gertrude Koenig-Stoiber, 
Gerdi Dorso, Joe Falls, Loretta Pavlik, N. Zagrodnik, 
Scott Malcak, Bob Zimmerman, Breann Moddes, 
Betty Niwa, Joan Workman, Betty Zapf, Donald Cuttill,  
Idolina Montano, Sue Kremer, Gail Pankow-Locker, 
Kathryn Super-Wilson, Lydia Ciaglia, Maeva Bishop, 
Katie Meyer, Howard Pohlman, Evelyn Kilker, 
Jessica Gundling, Joe Saban, Ola Maveety, 
Jean Weekley, Marilyn Matesevac.  Also pray for our 
parishioners who are in nursing homes or are 
homebound and unable to attend Mass.   



 

 

 

 WEEK AT A GLANCE 
Monday, December 12 
Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

 4:00-5:00 a.m. 
 5:00-6:00 a.m. 
 6:00 p.m. 
 7:00 p.m. 
 7:00 p.m. 

C 
C 
C 
MH 
S-98 

“Mañanitas” (morning greetings) 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Celebration 
Guide to Mass (CREDO) 

Tuesday, December 13  8:15 a.m. 
 7:00 p.m. 
 7:00 p.m. 
 9:00 p.m. 

S-213 
C 
S-213 
MH 

FSA Meeting 
Parish Forgiveness Service 
Pastoral Care Commission 
High School Boys’ Church League 

Wednesday, December 14  3:15 p.m. 
 7:00 p.m. 
 7:30 p.m. 

S-98 
MH 
S-200 

Guide to Mass (CREDO) 
Band Concert 
Baptismal Prep 

Thursday, December 15 10:00 a.m. 
 5:00 p.m. 
 6:00 p.m. 
 6:30 p.m. 
 7:00 p.m. 
 7:00 p.m. 
 7:30 p.m. 

MH 
S-Music 
S-Band 
S-Music 
C 
S-213 
S-Music 

PreK Christmas Performance 
Children’s Choir 
Spanish Choir 
Contemporary Choir 
School Christmas Concert 
SVDP 
Chancel Choir 

Friday, December  16  9:00 a.m. 
10:00 a.m. 
 2:30 p.m. 
 7:00 p.m. 
 7:00 p.m. 

RB 
S-208 
K-Lobby 
C 
S-207 

Mary & Martha  
Parents of Teen Prayer Group 
MANNA 
Spanish Christmas Novena 
Spanish Ministry Bible Class 

Saturday, December 17  5:00 p.m. 
 5:00 p.m. 
 7:00 p.m. 

CV 
CV 
C 

MANNA Cash & Carry 
Choir CD Sale 
Spanish Christmas Novena 

Sunday, December 18  7:00 a.m. 
 7:00 a.m. 
 7:00 p.m. 

CV 
CV 
C 

MANNA Cash & Carry 
Choir CD Sale 
Spanish Christmas Novena 

C……Church 
CV…..Church Vestibule 
MH….Morrissey Hall 

                     S…. 
                   RB… 
 

 

School (Education Building) 
Rectory Basement 
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“The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me: he has sent me to bring glad tidings 
to the poor, to heal the brokenhearted…Isaiah 61:1  
 
The Lord God has anointed all of us through Baptism and He has sent each of us on a mission.  Each of us has been 
given unique gifts and talents so that we can help fulfill God’s mission here on earth.  Are you doing the things 
Jesus sent you here to do? 

SUNDAY COLLECTION – DECEMBER 4, 2011 
 
Total Active Registered Families          2,773 
        Collection Statistics                                                                   Amount Collected                                                  
 # of envelopes used   - this week           710                             $ 30,018     Envelope Users  
 % of registered families                          26%                                2,683  Loose Checks/Cash 
                                                                                                        2,098  Electronic Giving 
Weekly Collection Budget:   $27,000                    $34,799 Total 
         Over (under) Budget                            $7,799             
 
This Fiscal Year @ 12/04/11                                   Hail Mary…  Our prayers are being answered. 
Actual Sunday Collections          $621,110                Mass attendance is increasing. Keep Praying! 
Budgeted Sunday Collections       621,000         Fr. Bob, Pastor 
YTD Over (Under) than budget  $  110                                               



 

 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
 

St. Cletus Catholic Parish of the Archdiocese of Chicago is a Christian community of believers and 
followers of Christ Jesus.  We call and welcome all to join our family of faith as we seek to live the 
Gospel values in our daily lives, community and world.  We are committed to providing spiritual 
nourishment through the worship of God, celebration of the sacraments, Christian education, and use 
of our time, talent and treasure in serving others with compassion and love. 

MASSES  
Saturday Evening: 5:00pm 
 
Sunday: 7:00am, 8:00am, 9:30am, 
 11:00am, 12:30pm (Spanish) 
 
Weekdays: Mon. thru Sat. 8:00am 
 
Evening before Holy Day: 7:00pm 
 
Holy Day: 6:30am, 8:00am 
 
BAPTISMS    
1st & 3rd Saturday of the month at 11:30am.  Parents must 
be registered parishioners and attend the Baptism 
Preparation class.  Please make arrangements by calling the 
Rectory office (708-352-6209). 
 
WEDDINGS  
Dates and times are reserved for registered parishioners. 
Initial arrangements must be completed five months in 
advance of the wedding date. 
 
HOME/HOSPITAL VISITATION AND 
COMMUNION CALLS  
Please contact the Ministry of Care office (708-215-5407).  
 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AND BENEDICTION    
Adoration begins following the 8:00am Mass and continues 
during the day until 6:15pm the first Tuesday of the month. 
 
The Chaplet of Divine Mercy is prayed at 6:15pm followed 
by Benediction. 
 
Hispanic Adoration continues from 7:00pm until 8:00pm. 
 
CONFESSIONS  
Confessions every Saturday of the month: 4:15-4:45pm.  
 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
 

 
Chairperson:     Ed Burke 
Vice-Chairperson:    Joe Bamberger 
Recording Secretary:    Xavier Polanski 
Corresponding Secretary:  Elizabeth Goellner-McLean 
Worship Ministry:   Colleen Hagen 
    Justin Sisul  
Finance Liaison:   Brian Kapusta  
Parish at Large:     Joe Bamberger 
Youth Ministry:    Dawn Dion  
Education Ministry:    Marty Mulcrone (School) 
          George Pach  (Rel. Ed.) 
Adult Faith Formation:  Mike Pusatera 
Pastoral Care Ministry:   Gary Lewis 
    Jim Matthews 
Development Ministry:    Ed Burke 
Staff Representative:    Paulette Bolton 
Hispanic Ministry:    Silvia Casas  
             Louis Lopez 
Social Concerns:   Dick Ford 
    Peggy Meidell 
Parish Life:   Fr. Edgar Rodriguez 

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS  
Monday thru Saturday:  9:00am-5:00pm  
Sunday:   8:00am-1:00pm 

ST. CLETUS SCHOOL BOARD 
  
OFFICERS 
 
Pastor:    Fr. Bob Clark 
Principal:    Jeff Taylor 
Chairperson:    Tim O’Brien 
Vice Chairperson:  Luke Sheridan 
Secretary:    Jeanne Kelly 
Athl. Association President: Amy Grace 
FSA President::   Rose Dostal 
PPC Rep:   Marty Mulcrone 
Tech. Committee Rep:  Mark Staelgrave 
Marketing:    Heather Alpe 
    Bridget Garvey 
Finance:   Ed Burke 
    Bob Gray 
Alumni:     Cathy Hinckley 
Policy & Planning:  Jim Krecek 
Recruitment & Retention: Mary Schramka  
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JOHN C. SKREKO, DDS
GENERAL DENTIST 

SINCE 1981
CARE FOR THE
ENTIRE FAMILY

• Reconstruction
• Root Canals

Extractions, Oral Surgery
Avail. for Emergency

INDIAN HEAD PARK

708-246-1263

Doherty
Tuckpointing

Chimney Repair
Tuckpointing

Brick Work • Caulking
Brick Cleaning • Fireplaces

Lic. - Bonded - Insured

773-238-5605

We Are Casual Dining
$5.00 OFF your total bill when

you spend $25.00 or more.
MUST BRING IN THE COUPON TO BE VALID AND

CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.
• Small Banquets • Gift Certificates Available
800 Hillgrove Ave., Ste 100

Western Springs 708.783.1500
www.800westrestaurant.com

TREASURES OF THE VATICAN
2012 WALL CALENDAR
•Illuminated manuscript art from the Vatican Apostolic Library

(The Pope’s personal collection!)
•Charming photographs of Pope Benedict XVI and excerpts from his writings
•Large Roman Catholic calendar grid with important liturgical and civil dates

1-800-566-6150
12x9, full color • JSP12-VCR $14.95

PC MD
PC & MAC Sales & Service

Networking • WIFI • Internet
(630) 789-3971 Tom

support@pcmd.com         www.pcmd.com
WE STILL MAKE HOUSE CALLS!

Family Practice
Center

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY
FOR OVER 26 YEARS

J. REDA, MD, J. THIEMAN, MD
J. HAYES, MD, L. TURNOCK, DO

H. BOHLMANN, APN/CNP
H. MARINO, APN/CNP

• Family Medicine  • Pediatrics
• Women’s Health • Geriatrics

• Sports Medicine
Most Insurance Accepted

Evening & Weekend Appts. Avail.
5600 S. Wolf Rd.
Western Springs
www.westernspringsfamilypractice.com

708-246-7222
Our Family Keeping Your Family Comfortable Since 1951

Call Hoekstra Today! (630) 968-0896

Valuable Coupon
Save $10 Off Your Annual
Furnace or A/C Tune-Up,
Save $25 Off A Combo!

Special Parishioner Discount

009238 St Cletus Church (B)

Carolyn Bronke Wind, DDS, SC
Member: American Dental Assoc.

Illinois State Dental Society
507 S. La Grange Rd., La Grange

708-354-1335

Dr. Thomas S. Flach
Dr. Clodagh T. Ryan

Family Practice
• Pediatrics • Women’s Health
• Adult Medicine • Geriatrics

Most Insurance PPO, HMO, Medicare
512 Hillgrove Ave. 708.246.4376
Western Springs Parishioner

Rob’s on the Job
Handyman Service

Repairs - Maintenance - Assembly
We’ll turn your “Honey Do” list into a “Honey Done” list

630-441-0648
www.RobsontheJob.com

Insured                                                              Bonded

DR. DANIEL J. GRZEGOREK
Internal Medicine - Board Certified

Accepting New Patients   “Listening To Your Health Care Needs”
6900 S. Madison, Willowbrook, Suite 103

630-325-4049 Parishioner

Quality Remodeling
& Painting

Interior and Exterior
• Kitchen • Bath • Basement

Fire & Water Restoration
PPaarriisshhiioonneerr  VViinnccee  LLaa  RRooccccaa

Licensed, Bonded, Insured
708-579-1533

See
Your Ad

in CCOOLLOORR
Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.621.5197

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
PROVIDING DISTINGUISHED

SERVICE SINCE 1923
COUNTRYSIDE

1025 W. 55th Street
708-352-6500

DOWNERS GROVE
301-75th Street
630-964-6500

CALL MIKE FOR RESTORING
ANTIQUES AND FURNITURE

• Woodworking • Refurbish
• Refinishing, Spindles, Scratches,
Dents, Fabricated, Stained Glass

Most Items Restorable

No Job Too Small 630-240-4099
FREE ESTIMATES Mike Kozak

Pick Up and Delivery Available
Assembled, Rebuilt, Repaired

• Breakfast
• Lunch 
• Carry Outs
708-352-4900

49 S. LaGrange Rd., LaGrange

Advertising here
helps your parish
& your business.

Call Nancy Krzystek
708.372.2244

www.jspaluch.com

What We Can Offer
You and Your Business:
• Many ad size options to meet your budget

in color or black and white
• One-on-one customer service to help build and design your ad
• The ability to change your ad up to 12 times per year

J.S. Paluch Company 1.800.621.5197

COMPASSIONATE HOME CARE
• Meals • Personal Care • Companionship
• Light Housekeeping • Laundry • Errands

630.323.7231 www.MaryAndMikeCare.com
Michael & Mary Doepke, RNState Licensed

VViillllaaggee HARDWARE
“Help is just around the corner”
835 Burlington  •  Western Springs  •  708-246-0892

MON. THU. 8 AM-8 PM;  TUE. WED. FRI. 8 AM-7 PM 
SAT. 8 AM-5:30 PM;  SUN. 9 AM-3 PM

Pisa Pizza
WE DELIVER

708-352-0008
5440 S. LaGrange Rd.

Countryside
www.pisapizza.samsbiz.com

National Academy of

Elder Law Attorneys, Inc.

MEMBER

academy of
special needs

planners
Charter Member Since 2006

HONEY DO HOME ELECTRICAL
PROMPT, SAFE, RELIABLE ELECTRICIAN

Free Estimates                             Serving Your Area For Over 10 Years
Fully Insured Ted Borst       CELL: 708.646.3870

COUNTRYSIDE ELECTRIC
Residential & Commercial

352-8151
Thomas F. Peck

Owner and Parishioner

Drs. Battistoni 
& Beam Ltd.

PRACTICE SPECIALIZING 
IN ORTHODONTICS
922 S. LaGrange Rd.
LaGrange, IL 60525

708-352-4500
www.awesomebraces.com



FAMILY DINING
CARRY OUT • DELIVERY

354-45005525 S. LA GRANGE RD.

Telephone 55th & Willow Springs Road
(708) 246-0827      LaGrange, Illinois 60525

Conboy’s Westchester
Funeral Home

10501 W. Cermak Rd.
Westchester, IL       708-562-5900

INTERIOR / EXTERIOR
Fine painting of walls, ceilings & woodwork

Wallcovering removal & installation
Staining & varnishing woodwork

Complete painting/staining of exteriors
Installation of chair & crown moldings, baseboard & shoe moldings

John Wilson
jwilsonpainting@yahoo.com
Cell (630) 337-8946
Office (708) 246-5604
Graduate of St. Cletus

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

COACHMAN LIMOUSINE, LTD.
For Reservations

Call (708) 579-1999

Helping Our Neighbors Regain Their Independence At Home!

For a FREE estimate call 708.425.9663 or visit our showroom

“Bathe safely in your own home.”
MADE IN THE USA

009238 St Cletus Church (A)

MARCO ISLAND
RESORT STYLE CONDO

FOR RENT

Weekly/Monthly
Call Teena  708.361.0218

Carol L.
Klima
Martin

Attorney At Law
Real Estate 

Wills • Trusts •  Probate
246-7570

WE’RE NEW!

Mirabella’s
HAIR SALON

Quality Work – Affordable Prices

6950 S. Wolf Rd.
Indian Head Park

OFF OFF
CUT& STYLE COLOR

With this ad, not valid w/ other offers.

$10 $15

708.246.7400
John F. O’Connell III, D.D.S.

Restorative and Implant

General Dentistry

930 N. York Rd., Suite 120

Hinsdale, IL 60521

(630) 455-1666

The Sponsors Who Appear On This Page. It Is Through
Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.

Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call

J.S. Paluch
1-800-621-5197

Optometrist
Irene D. Combs, O.D.

504 Hillgrove • Western Springs
708.286.1100 • www.CombsEyeCare.com

Comprehensive Family Eye Care for ages 3-103!

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

❍ Where every child is a STAR!
❍ Gymnastics, Cheer
❍ Dance & Martial Arts
❍ www.flyinghighgym.com
❍ 708-352-3099

Hitzeman Funeral Home, Ltd.
Family Owned & Operated For Over 108 Years — Five Generations of Dignified Service
Pre-Need Insurance and Burial Trust Available

9445 W. 31st St., Brookfield
www.HitzemanFuneral.com 708-485-2000

FAMILY DENTISTRY
Kevin E. Collins, DDS, PC
475 W. 55th St., La Grange

Office 354-5575
After Hours Emergency – 354-2281

ELITE
For All Your

Real Estate Needs
Alice Williams
30 Years Experience

Office 630-655-2300
Direct Line 708-205-0969

AAA ACCURATE APPLIANCE
708-344-1690

Your LaGrange Neighbor
KitchenAid, Kenmore & Whirlpool

PATRICK C. SHIFLEY
ATTORNEY AT LAW, Parishioner

• Bankruptcy
• Workman’s Comp
• Personal Injury
• Real Estate

URBAN & BURT LTD.
708.687.5200

WWW.URBANBURT.COM

Complete Psychological
Evaluation & Treatment

Individual – Marital – Family
Lorraine D. D’Asta, Ph.D.

and Associates
Hinsdale 655-9040

ALLAN E. POWER
Plumbing & Heating

Plumbing Repairs, Sewer Rodding
Bathroom Remodeling Lic #058-132085
352-1670      804 Arlington, La Gr.

Banquets for All Occasions
6800 S. Archer Rd.

MARLENE’S
CATERING
Homestyle Food

Delivery or Pick Up
Communions • Confirmations
Christenings • Graduations

Call for Menu
(708) 458-1020

Stankus Plumbing
For All of Your Plumbing Needs

Sewer Drain Cleaning
Parishioner Discount      Lic. #16482

708-485-0100

SGL CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES, LLC

Kitchen-Bath-Basements
708-261-0775

NOTRE DAME FAMILY CENTER
Rev. James Watzke, Ph.D.

Depression - Anxiety - Stress
Family - Separation - Divorce

Sub Abuse - Medicare - Español
Oakbrook Terr. 630.691.1114

Park District of La Grange
Recreation Center

Banquet Hall Reasonable Rates!
Parties, Weddings, Showers, Communions,

Baptisms, Graduations, Corporate Meetings, Luncheons
Accommodates up to 175 People

536 East Ave. La Grange             708-352-1762
www.pdlg.org

The
COMMUNITY BANK of WESTERN SPRINGS

A branch of Hinsdale Bank & Trust Company®

1000 Hillgrove Ave., Western Springs, IL          708-246-7100

ACT-SAT TEST PREP
(The Route to a Higher Score)

Individual Sessions
Flexible Scheduling 

Local Availability 708-505-4351
higherscore@comcast.net

GARAGE DOORS
AND OPENERS

Family Owned & Operated Since 1947
ALL MAJOR BRANDS

CUSTOM GLASS SECTIONS
SALES & SERVICE

FREE IN HOME ESTIMATE
708.458.2345  www.AR-BE.com

Ask For Parishioner Discount

Ben’s Rental & Sales
51 E. Plainfield Rd., Countryside

708-352-7368
Trenchers, sewer augers

Rotohammers, Stihl Dealer
All your DIY equipment

CARPET • HARDWOOD • RUGS
TILE • STONE

LAGRANGE  708-352-3535
Kensington & Hillgrove

www.desitterflooring.com




