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Please remember our deceased and their  
families in your prayers…    

Frank Kraus, 
father of Jeffrey 

 
May the Lord grant them eternal rest.  Amen. 

Day Time Intentions 

Monday  8:00 a.m. Belfonte Pieri 

Tuesday  8:00 a.m. Linda Marabella-Guide 

Wednesday  8:00 a.m. James Capria 

Thursday  8:00 a.m. Mary Kollar 

Friday  8:00 a.m. Nan Rettig, Georgia Popp, Ade Verhowen 

Saturday  8:00 a.m. 
 5:00 p.m. 

Rose Lash 
Georgia Popp, Adeline Kulikowski, Nancy Stracqualursi, Rose Sabbia, George Colt 

Sunday   7:00 a.m. 
  8:00 a.m. 
  
 9:30 a.m. 
11:00 a.m. 
12:30 p.m. 

Emilia & Marco Rattin, Richard Benka, Gene Kennedy 
Mary Ricciardone & Calandriello Family. Frank Wojcik, John McTigue, 
Christopher Molash 
Beth Ann Buzea, Sophie Haydock 
Timothy Benrus, Walter Johnston, Dennis Delaney 
Purgatorial Society 

 
Please remember our sick in your prayers: 
Joe Butkus, Maybelle Ryan, Jack Crotty, 
Rose Pasquale, Dale Gurney, Mary Alice 

Gregorchuk, Harry Fisher, Chester Wojcik, Donald Cuttill, 
Laura McDonnell, Dick Radom, Idolina Montano, Wei Wu, 
Sue Kremer, Gail Pankow-Locker, Kathryn Super-Wilson, 
Lydia Ciaglia, Sherry Sumner, Maeva Bishop, 
Rebecca Mueller, Joshua Thomas, Jr., Leslie Imholt, 
Loretta Pavlik, Katie Meyer, Howard Pohlman, 
Evelyn Kilker, Jessica Gundling, Dominic Cairo, 
Rajamma Thomas, Joe Saban, Ola Maveety, Jean Weekley, 
Gen Andorf, Rich Andorf, Marilyn Matesevac. Also pray 
for our parishioners who are in nursing homes or are 
homebound and unable to attend Mass.   

        
               St. Cletus Parish Welcomes 

 
    

Jennifer Marie Bieniek, 
daughter of Terry & Imelda (Campos) Bieniek 

 
Christian Jorge Dominguez, 

son of Jorge & Vanessa (Milke) Dominguez 
 

Raphael Anthony Jeong Feltman, 
son of Terry & Dalia (Kizlauskas) Feltman 

 
Charlotte Elaine Powell, 

daughter of Matthew & Julie (Andersen) Powell 
 

Dane Russell Schenk, 
son of Bryan & Melissa (Killacky) Schenk 

 
Max Action Strauss, 

son of Brandon & Jamie (Gay) Strauss  
…to the Catholic Faith through the  

Sacrament of Baptism. 

Karina Velazquez  & Juan Luis Jimenez 
 

Lauren DeBerry & Jonathan Lestarczyk 
 

Carol Evans  & William O’Connor 

                 MEMORIAL DAY 
 

They fell, but o’er their glorious grave floats  
free the banner of the cause they died to save. 

   —Francis Marion Crawford  
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NOTES FROM FATHER BOB… 
 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 2011 
 

 All religions attempt to respond to the problem of suffering.  Christianity’s answer has always centered on 
the person of Jesus himself, the God who emptied himself to be like his creatures, to the point of suffering and 
dying on our behalf.  Peter uses this example when trying to explain and encourage good Christian belief and 
practice.  It is very human to get into violent argument in defense of cherished beliefs.  Peter argues for a more 
peaceful approach.  Right from the beginning, people tried to attack Christians on the grounds that they were 
practicing strange and occult rites.  It was a world in which such magic and superstitions abounded, so it is 
understandable that this new belief should immediately be confused with such excesses. To counter such 
mischievous misunderstanding, Peter counsels the giving of explanations with courtesy, respect and a clear 
conscience.  Slanderous accusations lose their power when their victims are living transparently good lives.  
If God asks the victims to suffer still from such attacks, it is better to do so for living good lives than living badly.  
This is what Christ himself did.  He was able to do so, because he was empowered by the Holy Spirit.  In a similar 
way, so the Acts and John’s Gospel argue, we who call ourselves Christian need to be empowered by the Spirit in 
the same way.  It is not by our own strength that we live out the gospel.  Both our understanding and the practice 
of our belief come through the Holy Spirit living within us. 
 There have been times in the past when we could take for granted that people in general had some 
knowledge of Christianity.  The language of the Bible and its stories underpinned art and architecture, music and 
culture.  In fact, the western world used to proclaim itself to be Christian, even if it never practiced very well what 
it preached.  But there are few countries now that could call themselves Christian in this way.  There are a few in 
which a knowledge of even the major events of the Christian story can be presumed.  At a superficial level this 
means we can be laughed at for being Christian.  It also means that we are more than likely to be misunderstood.  
In some parts of the world, this misunderstanding reaches the form of downright opposition, physical oppression 
and persecution.  The living out of the Christian message as exemplified in Christ himself is by no means over.  
Whether we are able to follow his example and live up to our belief depends on how far the gospel message is real 
to us.  It is only if we really reverence the Lord Jesus Christ in our hearts and remain open to his Spirit that we 
will be able to continue to offer his gospel of love to all we meet.  We do not follow Christ through our own 
strength.  It is only through the mystery of his grace given in his Spirit that we, too, will be able to communicate 
his life serenely in both word and deed. 
 

St. Cletus School Will Have a New Principal Starting the 2011-2012 School Year 
 

 I am pleased to announce that the Principal Search Team has selected a new principal for St. Cletus 
School for the start of the 2011-2012 school term.   We are excited to welcome Mr. Jeff Taylor to St. Cletus School 
after serving as an administrator at St. Luke’s School in River Forest, Illinois.  Mr. Taylor comes to us with a new 
strong vision and a great deal of enthusiasm for our future as a quality Catholic School.  He already recognizes 
that “It is Always a Good Day to Be a Cardinal.”  

60th Anniversary Third & Fourth of July Celebrations  
 

 In recognition of our 60th Anniversary as a parish we will begin our celebration with an outdoor Mass on 
the field on July 3 at 5:00 pm with a 40-piece band.  We will also be having a picnic on the lawn with a Band 
Concert following Mass.  There will be treats and goodies available along with some fun activities for the 
children.  We will also celebrate this event with the conclusion and drawing of winners for our 60th Anniversary 
Raffle.  With only 1,000 tickets to be sold for $60 dollars each and a top prize of $10,000 and 21 additional prizes 
totaling $20,000, it should be a very exciting event.  The remainder of the money will go to cover costs of the 
celebration and future parish celebrations.  Odds for winning are very good.  We will also be having our annual 
4th of July Mass in honor of our veterans at 8:00 am on July 4 with the band.  Come and enjoy in the celebration 
of our 60th year as a Faith-Filled Family here at St. Cletus Parish. 
 
         Father Bob   
         Pastor 



 

 

 
GREAT NEWS FROM FATHER BOB FOR ST. CLETUS PARISH… 

 
 

God has always been so good to the faith community of St. Cletus Parish, and He blesses us every day.  
As we continue to celebrate the great joy of the Easter season, I have some exciting news to share.  
With Fr. Charles Watkins’ departure at the end of his term as an Associate for our parish, I was not sure if we 
would be eligible for a replacement.  After much prayer and special requests, I have now been informed by the 
Archdiocesan Priests Placement Board that, indeed, we have been assigned a new Associate Pastor. 

 
Beginning July 1, 2011, FATHER KEN BAKER will be our new Associate Pastor.   Fr. Ken comes to us 

from St. John of the Cross Parish, where he is currently completing his term of office.  It is with great joy that 
we welcome Fr. Ken to St. Cletus.  He comes to us with a strong background in liturgy, music and the fine arts.  
He will be a great new asset to our parish family. 

  
Please keep Fr. Ken in your daily prayers as he prepares for his new assignment in our parish.  God is 

indeed GOOD, especially, to us at St. Cletus. 
         Blessings and Prayers, 
         Father Bob 
         Pastor 

Christ our Light!                                       6th Sunday of Easter – May 29, 2011 
 

Not too long ago a gentleman spoke at the end of the funeral liturgy for his dad.  This was not a eulogy, 
but a faith witness about his Dad.  His Dad’s favorite and most challenging quote from the Scriptures 
was: May your will be done. The gentleman began to tear.  After the cemetery service, I asked him about 
his tears.  He said to me, “at that moment I heard the prayer as my own prayer, as my challenge and my 

desire to do His will, to accept His will.”  
 These series of articles are about encountering the Risen Christ: in connections, in holy people, in the poor, in 
prayer, in worship, and today’s article in His Word.  What is your favorite quote or parable from the Scriptures?  We listen 
to our favorite music and watch our favorite movies a few times.  How important to allow ourselves to be attracted to the 
Scripture which challenges and consoles us!  Here are a few of mine. 
 Be still and know that I am God. (Psalm 46:10)  The quote hangs over my desk.  Often enough I look for 
inspiration in that quote.  As Jesus said to one of his friends: you are anxious about many things.  Stillness both slows me 
down and opens me up. 
 You are precious in my eyes; I love you. (Isaiah 43:4a)  Often enough I tried to help our kindergarten children 
memorize this.  If this scripture came to mind a few times a day, our world view would empower us to be his instruments 
in the world. 
 O Lord, you have searched me and know me.  You know when I sit and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts 
from afar. (Psalm 139:1-2)  Again, when reminded that I am within God’s knowing first.  I feed on His knowing of me 
and become His presence. 
 Do not let your hearts be troubled.  You believe in God; believe also in me. (John 14:1)  As Jesus begins his Last 
Supper discourse, his farewell to his dearest friends, he knows their troubled hearts.  I am most grateful to hear the 
encouragement not to allow my heart to be troubled.  On the night he was betrayed he took bread and gave you thanks. 
(Matthew 26:26)  I am amazed always at his juxtaposition of reality: betrayal and thanks.  The Eucharist narrows even 
betrayal from the dearest family members.  
 The truth will set you free. (John 8:32a)  Here is the focus of the next article.  Freedom emerges from embracing 
the truth.  
 Accept that He is Risen for you! Pray: Christ, be our light!            
         Rev. Msgr. Rich Hynes  
These Easter series of eight articles offer stories of connection to the Risen Christ  
 
Msgr. Rich Hynes, a priest for 39 years, serves the Archdiocese of Chicago as Director of the Department of Parish Life & 
Formation.  His previous Archdiocesan assignments include Pastor-St. John of the Cross (Western Springs), Associate Pastor-St 
Martin de Porres (Chicago), St. Athanasius (Evanston), St. James (Arlington Heights), and Spiritual Director at the St. Joseph 
College Seminary at Loyola University.  
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Invest just five minutes a day, and 
your faith will deepen and grow—
a day at a time. 
 
 

SUNDAY, MAY 29, 2011 
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
I’ve got you under my skin 
Near the end of his earthly life Jesus spoke to his disciples about his 
living on in the Father as well as in them, and them in him. This notion 
of indwelling is a unique feature of Jesus’ message, bringing a deep 
intimacy to our life in faith. Jesus has taken up residence within us, and 
we in Jesus. Talk about having a “personal relationship” with our Sav-
ior—it doesn’t get more personal than that! Take a moment today to 
appreciate how great it is to be considered worthy of such intimacy. 

TODAY’S READINGS: Acts 8:5-8, 14-17; 1 Peter 3:15-18; 
John 14:15-21 (55) 
“. . . I am in my Father and you are in me and I in you.” 

 
MONDAY, MAY 30  
EASTER WEEKDAY 
In the name of God, stop killing one another 
For all the good that religion has done and continues to do in the world, 
from time to time all the great religious traditions have been distorted 
and misused to justify intolerance and violence. Such violence was 
used against Jesus’ early followers, and in every century since it has 
reared its head in some corner of the world or another. Let’s help put a 
stop to it forever so that it passes into the annals of history alongside all 
the great plagues that have afflicted humanity and have been overcome. 

TODAY’S READINGS: Acts 16:11-15; John 15:26-16:4a (291) 
“The hour is coming when everyone who kills you will think 
he is offering worship to God.” 

TUESDAY, MAY 31  
FEAST OF THE VISITATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
Rejoice and be glad 
Feeling happy for the good fortune of others can be very challenging at 
times, particularly when you’re down on your luck, or worse yet, when 
it comes to one who has hurt or betrayed you. But rejoicing with those 
who rejoice is part of the sincere love that Saint Paul tells us we must 
embrace if we are to be followers of Christ. There is no better expres-
sion of sincere love than Elizabeth and Mary’s joy for one another and 
Mary’s song of praise for the greatness of the Lord. Both women could 
have bemoaned their fate or passed judgment on the other as being 
either too old or too young for carrying a child. Instead they rejoice in 
God’s glory and in the faithfulness they each have shown to God’s plan 
for salvation.  

TODAY’S READINGS: Zephaniah 3:14-18a or Romans 12:9-
16; Luke 1:39-56 (572) 

“Let love be sincere; hate what is evil, hold on to what is good.” 
 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1  
FEAST OF JUSTIN, MARTYR 
Let truth be your guide 
Saint Justin was the first Christian philosopher and is the patron saint 
of philosophers. Early in his career he studied many philosophers and 
philosophies, notably Plato and the Stoics, but none could offer him 
what he was really searching for: knowledge of God. The story goes 
that one day he met an old man while walking along a deserted stretch 
of seashore and fell into a long conversation with him. The man helped 
him understand that God cannot be known only through philosophy or 
human knowledge but through divine revelation as well. Before he 
disappeared, the old man concluded by saying, “Pray that the gates of 
light may be opened to you.” That is a good prayer for us as well. 

TODAY’S READINGS: Acts 17:15, 22-18:1; John 16:12-15 
(293) 
“But when he comes, the Spirit of truth, he will guide you to 
all truth.” 

 
THURSDAY, JUNE 2  
EASTER WEEKDAY 
That’s a lot to hope for 
Hope, along with faith and love, is one of the key Christian virtues for 
a reason. Without the sense that the future has positive possibilities, the 
present would be dismal indeed. Hope is a necessary condition for life; 
it’s the spiritual oxygen people need to move from day to day and year 
to year. Jesus presents the ultimate reason to hope. His victory over sin 
and death and his promise to come again assures us of the hope in liv-
ing forever with God and in the full coming of God’s reign. Have some 
hope! 

TODAY’S READINGS: Acts 18:1-8; John 16:16-20 (294) 
“A little while and you will no longer see me, and again a 
little while later and you will see me.” 

 
FRIDAY, JUNE 3 
Then, now, and later 
Faith can seem like a time-travel video game. We look to the past, but 
the past is also present, and the present always looks to the future (for 
an example, think of the Mass). We learn the kingdom of God is within 
and among us—but not yet fulfilled. We worship and follow a Lord 
who appeared in human flesh, left in body but remained in Spirit, and 
will come again to usher us into the eternal. No wonder we get a little 
lost sometimes! Here’s your compass: The world is broken but God 
still thinks it’s good. Through Jesus, God calls us to help restore that 
goodness in ways large and small. And, finally, one day that work will 
be done. 

TODAY’S READINGS: Acts 18:9-18; John 16:20-23 (295) 
“I will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no 
one will take your joy away from you.”  

 
SATURDAY, JUNE 4  
EASTER WEEKDAY 
Give the benefit of your experience 
Priscilla and Aquila were friends of Paul the Apostle and missioners 
who were instrumental in the life of the early church community. 
There’s a great scene in the Acts of the Apostles where they take Apol-
los, newly instructed in the faith, under their wings to mentor him in 
his faith and his work. Apollos was bursting with zeal for the gospel, 
and Priscilla and Aquila could have easily chastised him for being a bit 
too bold and a bit too shaky in his theology. Instead they engaged with 
him personally, one-on-one, offering their wisdom and experience. We, 
too, can be mentors to the young and to those experiencing a new chap-
ter of their lives. What experience and encouragement can we gift them 
with? What might we gain in return? 

TODAY’S READINGS: Acts 18:23-28; John 16:23b-28 (296) 
“When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him aside 
and explained to him the Way of God more accurately.” 

 
©2011 by TrueQuest Communications, L.L.C. PHONE: 800-942-2811; E-MAIL: 
mail@takefiveforfaith.com; WEBSITE: www.TakeFiveForFaith.com. Licensed 
for noncommercial use. All rights reserved. Scripture quotes come from the 
New American Bible. 
 
Contributors: Alice Camille, Daniel Grippo, Father Larry Janowski, O.F.M., 
Ann O’Connor, Joel Schorn, Patrice J. Tuohy, and Sister Julie Vieira, I.H.M. 
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ST. CLETUS SCHOOL  
OPEN ENROLLMENT 
 

St. Cletus School is currently enrolling students for the 2011-2012 school year.  Consider building a strong 
foundation for life-long learning for your child.  There are limited openings in classrooms from preschool through 
8th grade.   
 
Please contact the school at (708) 352-4820 for more information or to schedule a personalized tour, or you can visit 
our website at www.stcletusparish.com/school. 

 
    INDEPENDENCE DAY MASSINDEPENDENCE DAY MASSINDEPENDENCE DAY MASS   
 
 
On Monday, July 4, we will again honor the men and women of our armed forces - both veterans and active duty 
personnel - at our 8:00 a.m. Mass. Reserved seating will be available for all branches of military 
service; we encourage our honored guests to wear either their uniform or some insignia of their 
service.  The wonderful tradition of our 40-piece band providing musical tribute will continue as 
well.  Plan to invite friends, family, and neighbors who have served our country to join us as we begin our 
Independence Day by showing our appreciation for their service.  
         Justin Sisul  
         Director of Music 
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GREAT AMERICA–THURSDAY, JUNE 16! 
All teens beginning with those who are graduating from 8th grade are invited!  The bus will leave from St. Cletus at 
8:30 a.m. and will return at approximately 7:15pm.  Adult chaperones are needed!  Permission slips are available on 
our website www.stcletusparish.com/youth and should be returned with a $40 fee to Kristen Maxwell by Thursday, 
June 9.   

SAVE THE DATE!  
UNDER THE MOONLIGHT  WORLD YOUTH DAY  
CHICAGO STYLE  AUGUST 20/21  
From 9:00 p.m.- 7:00 a.m. we will be taking a group of teens to the Our Lady 
of Guadalupe Shrine in DesPlaines for a celebration of faith.  Teens from 
Illinois, Indiana, and Wisconsin will be gathering together for music, 
performers, speakers, prayer, Mass, and more! Adult chaperones will be 
needed!  More information will be posted when it is available. The cost will be 
approximately $20-$30.  Please pre-register with Kristen Maxwell. 
 

2011–2012 TEEN FAITH FORMATION PROGRAM REGISTRATION REMINDER 
Don’t forget to register for our new program beginning in September!  All high school teens are invited and 
encouraged to participate!  Forms and information are available on our parish website at www.stcletusparish.com/
youth.   Contact Kristen Maxwell at kmaxwell@stcletusparish.com or (708) 215-5419 with any questions.   
 
WANTED: ADULT CHAPERONES FOR MISSION TRIP 
We are looking for enthusiastic adults over 25 to chaperone our trip to Mon Valley, Pennsylvania from July 31– 
August 5!  Please contact Kristen Maxwell at (708) 215-5419 or kmaxwell@stcletusparish.com for more 
information.   

 

CONGRATULATIONS, GIRLS! 
 
We are very proud of our girls’ church league team!  Not only did they have a lot of fun, but they finished their season 
undefeated.  Special thanks to Coach Joe Pristo for his hard work!    
Kristen Maxwell 
Youth Minister 

 
THE FACILITIES WILL BE CLOSED IN OBSERVANCE OF MEMORIAL DAY 

MONDAY, MAY 30, AFTER THE 8:00 A.M. MASS. 
THE CHURCH WILL REMAIN OPEN UNTIL 4:00 P.M. 
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Parish Pioneers Invited to Share Memories of Early Days at St. Cletus 
 
Editors Note: the Canticle will be running articles and pictures in upcoming issues from long-time parishioners who 
want to share memories from the early days at St. Cletus, especially 1951-62. Please share your family’s story about 
daily (and Sunday) life in the good old days. 
 
The Parish Pastoral Council and Father Clark has asked Council member Joe Bamberger, who represents the parish at 
large, to organize the effort of compiling this informal, unofficial collection of memories from the early years of our 
parish.  We urge all parishioners to write a few lines about those days, 60 years ago, when the parish was young.  
If you include your name and phone number, perhaps a picture or two of then and now, and drop your envelope 
addressed to PARISH PIONEERS in the collection basket, we can have a series of short articles with memories that 
recall the early days.  E-mailed articles and photos sent to the parish website (www.stcletusparish.com) are also an 
easy way to send in your memories to our PARISH PIONEERS project. 
          Jim Matthews 

 
Freda Guide Recalls Parish’s Early Days 
by Jim Matthews 
 
Too bad there’s not a time machine, or a backwards camera we could point at something now and snap a picture of 
the same space 60 years ago.  But the next best thing is to chat with Freda Guide, who was a young mom in 1951 
when St. Cletus was starting out. 
 
The south end of La Grange and the area farther south contained a few scattered homes, a lot of vacant land and 
gravel roads, and even a horse farm near 55th and Edgewood.  New subdivisions were coming and St. Francis Xavier 
parish in the older part of La Grange was crowded and not too close to the new houses being built on what had been 
farmland right after the war. 
 
The south end families met for Sunday Mass in a union hall at 55th and East Avenue.  Freda recalls a huge photo of 
a diesel railroad engine that dwarfed the Sunday religious gathering since the space was used the rest of the time by 
unionized workers at the Electro Motive plant in nearby McCook. 
 
The next worship space was in the new St. Cletus School gym, with parish social events and meeting taking place in 
the old band room.  The school opened with seven grades and nuns from the Sisters of St. Joseph of La Grange 
community living in rooms on the second floor of the school. 
 
Father Gerald Morrissey, the founding pastor, bought a house on Spring Avenue, about two blocks north of the 
church property to use as a rectory.  Freda fondly remembers Fr. Robert Fitzpatrick, the assistant priest, who founded 
and organized the first St. Cletus School football teams, which played against nearby parish schools, including St. 
Joseph’s military academy.  One of the Guide sons was a key player on the first team of eighth graders, and all of her 
children graduated from St. Cletus School, except one daughter who went to St. Francis Xavier. 
 
Although many of the school parents from the 1950’s are now “in the dust” as Freda puts it. Large families were 
common then with family names such as McInerney, Walter Johnston, Church Wagner, Ed Burns, the Fannings, 
Fran Callaghan, et al, with their kids being educated by the nuns at the St. Cletus School. 
 
Faith, friends, and family were three important things stressed by Father Charles Gallagher, who became pastor in 
1971.  Freda and her husband Louis, who owned an automobile body shop, lived in a house in La Grange Highlands 
in 1950, and three other La Grange homes over the years, and she now lives in a condo in Darien with her son, a 
widower. 
 
One daughter lives in Chicago but recently joined St. Cletus as a parishioner.  A granddaughter, Cammie, played 
hockey on the USA women’s team in the winter Olympics in 1972 and now lives in Vancouver. 
  



 

 

 
 
 
FOOD PANTRY UPDATE 
 
Our Food Pantry received approximately 3,500 pounds of in-date food one of the recipients of the United States Post 
Office May 14 Food Drive . (If we had to buy this food from the Greater Chicago Food Depository we would have 
paid more than $2,000, and if we had to. pay regular retail prices it would probably be double that amount!) 
Thanks to the U.S. Postal Service, the National Association of Letter Carriers, and all who donated to this national 
event, which benefitted so many food pantries and other food agencies across the country. 
 
A huge THANK YOU to the volunteers who picked up the donations from the La Grange Post Office, delivered them 
to our pantry, and sorted, boxed or shelved this mountain of food.  So far, our volunteers have collectively spent 
more than 60 hours in this huge undertaking.  I stand in awe of their fortitude, hard work, determination, generous 
spirit and never-failing good humor, as they attacked this project.  But I am not surprised, as I have witnessed these 
traits and more on an ongoing basis in all who serve this ministry.  
 
A check of our current inventory indicates the following as most needed at this time: jelly, dry pinto beans, canned 
chicken/meats, canned fruit, pasta sauce, canned tomatoes/tomato sauce, coffee, juice, paper goods, dish soap, 
laundry detergent, and all sizes of diapers, especially 4, 5 & 6.  As we celebrate Memorial Day, may we remember 
and celebrate both our veterans who gave their lives for our country, as well as all our beloved dead.  This day is 
often seen as the beginning of summer and vacation time.  Thank you for not “taking a vacation” from helping the 
many families in our community, who look to our food pantry for support in their daily struggles on the margins.  
 
Mary Beth Ford 
Director of Social Concerns 

 
 
 

 
 

 
We are in need of several adult leaders for the Bible 
School Program.  It is a wonderful opportunity to work 
with children ages 4-10, to help them develop a sense of 
how much God loves them. The program begins on 
Monday, June 20 and continues thru the June 24.  If you 
are interested, please contact the Religious Education 
Office at (708) 352-2383. Thank you!  
 
Sr. Pat McKee 
Director of Religious Education 

A Celebration of Life and Spirit! 
 
Monsignor Michael Boland invites you to attend Catholic Charities’ annual Senior Unity Mass on Friday, June 10, 2011 
10:30 a.m. at Holy Name Cathedral (735 North State Street)  Information fair and box lunch for attendees to 
immediately follow. Space is very limited, so please RSVP to Aaron Lorence at 312-655-7010 

SOCIAL CONCERNS MINISTRY 
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WELCOME SUNDAY 

 
Welcome to all St. Cletus newcomers.  Registration is 
available next weekend, June  4/5, after the 5:00 p.m. 
Saturday Mass and the 7:00, 8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
Sunday Masses.  Please stop by the back of church, 
say hello, and become members. 

Adoration & Benediction 
Come and adore our Lord in the Blessed 
Sacrament on Monday, June 6, and every first 

Monday of the month. Adoration begins immediately 
after the 8:00 a.m. Mass. The Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
is prayed at 6:15 p.m. followed by Benediction.  
 
Hispanic Adoration continues from 7:00-8:00 p.m. 

Page Ten                   Sixth Sunday of Easter                        May 29, 2011  

THE REASON FOR OUR HOPE 
 
 “What is the reason for your hope?”  Imagine 
somebody coming up to you and asking you that 
question.  Not “What are you hoping for?” or “What are 
you hoping to do?”  No, this isn’t about our desires for 
possessions or aspirations for life, it’s “Why do you 
hope?”  Peter today tells us that we ought to be ready to 
give an answer to this question. Truth be told, few of us 
spend much time thinking about why we hope. Luckily, 
the scriptures today give us our answers.  We hope 
because Christ suffered for us, in order that we might 
come to God.  We hope because we know that, in the 
Spirit, God grants us another Advocate through Christ 
to remain with us always.  No matter what we might 
hope for, whatever we might hope to do, we must 
always first know and proclaim the reason for our hope: 
the presence of God in Christ, with us through the 
power of the Spirit. 
    © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

ATTENTION LEISURE LOAFERS! 
 
 Our last meeting before summer break is 
Thursday, June 2, at 1:00 p.m. in Morrissey Hall.  
Helping Hand Choral Club will entertain us. 
 Sure hope to see everyone there!  
    Alice Katzmarek 

 The Holy Name Society’s last meeting before 
summer vacation will be held on Friday, June 3, at 8:00 
p.m., in Room 98 of the Education Building. All men 
of the parish are welcome! 
 Our guest speaker will be Justin Sisul, Director 
of Music, who will discuss the July 4th weekend 
Veteran’s Mass.   
 Thank you to all our officers who have made 
this year such a success.  See you in September! 
 
   Dan Gibbons 

HOLY NAME SOCIETY 

ITEMS NEEDED FOR  
COMPASSIONATE CARE MINISTRY… 
 
 The Compassionate Care Ministry delivers 
Care Baskets to our bereaved families, and we are in 
need of baskets about 10” in circumference.  
We could also use foil-packaged tea (any flavors), 
white tissue paper, and books of postage stamps for 
our card mailings.  Please mark the items for the 
Compassionate Care Ministry and leave in the 
Nurse’s Office. 
 If you have questions, please contact 
Reta Strecker at (708) 482-3549 or email to 
retastrecker@hotmail.com. Thank you for blessing 
our bereaved families with your care, compassion, 
and love! 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
 
Sunday: Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Monday: Memorial Day 
Tuesday: Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Wednesday: St. Justin 
Thursday: The Ascension of the Lord  
  (unless transferred to Sunday) 
Friday:  St. Charles Lwanga and His  
  Companions; First Friday 
Saturday: First Saturday 

LONGING 
 
The hand will not reach out for what the heart 
does not long for. 
`            —German proverb 



 

 

Day/Date 
 

Start Time Location/Rm. # Event 

Monday, May 30    

Tuesday, May 31     

Wednesday, June 1  9:00 a.m. 
11:30 a.m. 
 6:00 p.m. 

MH 
MH 
MH 

Preschool Celebration 
Kindergarten Celebration 
Market Day 

Thursday, June 2  1:00 p.m. 
 5:00 p.m. 
 6:30 p.m. 
 7:30 p.m. 
 8:00 p.m. 

MH 
S-Music 
S-Music 
S-Music 
S-102 

Leisure Loafers 
Children’s Choir 
Contemporary Choir 
Chancel Choir 
AA Closed Meeting 

Saturday, June 4  5:00 p.m. 
 5:00 p.m. 

CV 
CV 

60th Anniversary Raffle Ticket Sale 
Welcome Sunday 

Sunday, June 5  7:00 a.m.  
 7:00 a.m. 
 9:00 a.m. 

CV 
CV 
S-213 

60th Anniversary Raffle Ticket Sale 
Welcome Sunday 
Hispanic/English Classes/GED 

Friday, June 3  6:00 p.m. 
 7:00 p.m. 
 8:00 p.m. 

S-Music 
S-207 
S-98 

Spanish Choir Practice 
Hispanic Ministry Bible Class 
Holy Name Society Meeting 

C  
CV 
MH 

Church 
Church Vestibule 
Morrissey Hall 

          S 
          RB 
         

        

School 
Rectory Basement 

 WEEK AT A GLANCE 

 May 29, 2011                                                    Sixth Sunday of Easter               Page Eleven 

Sunday Collection – May 22, 2011  
Total Active Registered Families    2,785 
        Collection Statistics                                                            Amount Collected                                                         
 # of envelopes used   - this week                618       
 % of registered families                               22%            $ 19,490  Envelope Users 
                                                                                              2,469  Loose Checks/Cash 
              _ 1,582   Automatic Debit 
Weekly Collection Budget:   $27,250        $23,541 Total 
         Over (under) Budget               ($3,709)  
         
This Fiscal Year @ 05/22/11                                    
Actual Sunday Collections          $1,241,030  
Budgeted Sunday Collections          $1,280,750        
YTD Over (Under) than budget   ($39,720)              

 Facilities Closed in Observance of Memorial Day 

Each person should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 
                                                   (Cor 1:0-7) 



 

 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
 

St. Cletus Catholic Parish of the Archdiocese of Chicago is a Christian community of believers and followers of 
Christ Jesus.  We call and welcome all to join our family of faith as we seek to live the Gospel values in our daily 
lives, community and world.  We are committed to providing spiritual nourishment through the worship of God, 
celebration of the sacraments, Christian education, and use of our time, talent and treasure in serving others with 
compassion and love. 

MASSES  
Saturday Evening: 5:00pm 
 
Sunday: 7:00am, 8:00am, 9:30am, 
 11:00am, 12:30pm (Spanish) 
 
Weekdays: Mon. thru Sat. 8:00am 
 
Evening before Holy Day: 7:00pm 
 
Holy Day: 6:30am, 8:00am 
 
BAPTISMS    
1st & 3rd Saturday of the month at 11:30am.  Parents must 
be registered parishioners and attend the Baptism 
Preparation class.  Please make arrangements by calling the 
Rectory office (708-352-6209). 
 
WEDDINGS  
Dates and times are reserved for registered parishioners. 
Initial arrangements must be completed five months in 
advance of the wedding date. 
 
HOME/HOSPITAL VISITATION AND 
COMMUNION CALLS  
Please contact the Ministry of Care office (708-215-5407).  
 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AND BENEDICTION    
Adoration begins following the 8:00am Mass and continues 
during the day until 6:15pm the first Monday of the month. 
 
The Chaplet of Divine Mercy is prayed at 6:15pm followed 
by Benediction. 
 
Hispanic Adoration continues from 7:00pm until 8:00pm. 
 
CONFESSIONS  
Confessions every Saturday of the month: 4:15-4:45pm.  
 

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS  
Monday thru Saturday:  9:00am-5:00pm  
Sunday:   8:00am-1:00pm 

ST. CLETUS SCHOOL BOARD 
  
OFFICERS 
 
Pastor:    Fr. Bob Clark 
Principal:    Terri Langellier 
Chairperson:    Tim O’Brien 
Vice Chairperson:  Luke Sheridan 
Secretary:    Jeanne Kelly 
Athl. Association President: Amy Grace 
FSA President:   Deborah Kemmer 
PPC Rep:   Marty Mulcrone 
Tech. Committee Rep:  Mark Staelgrave 
Marketing:    Heather Alpe 
    Bridget Garvey 
Finance:   Ed Burke 
    Bob Gray 
Alumni:     Cathy Hinckley 
Policy & Planning:  Jim Krecek 
Recruitment & Retention: Mary Schramka  

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
 

 
Chairperson:     Ed Burke 
Vice-Chairperson:    Joe Bamberger 
Recording Secretary:    Xavier Polanski 
Corresponding Secretary:  Elizabeth Goellner-McLean 
Worship Ministry:   Colleen Hagen 
    Justin Sisul  
Finance Liaison:   Brian Kapusta  
Parish at Large:     Joe Bamberger 
Youth Ministry:    Dawn Dion  
Education Ministry:    Marty Mulcrone (School) 
          George Pach  (Rel. Ed.) 
Adult Faith Formation:  Mike Pusatera 
Pastoral Care Ministry:   Gary Lewis 
    Jim Matthews 
Development Ministry:    Ed Burke 
Staff Representative:    Paulette Bolton 
Hispanic Ministry:    Silvia Casas  
             Louis Lopez 
Social Concerns:   Dick Ford 
    Peggy Meidell 
Parish Life:   Fr. Edgar Rodriguez 
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