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of Religious Education

@ All arewelcome.
Handicapped parking islocated in front of church.

Per sonal hearing devices are available from the usher s/greeters.
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Feast of the Holy Family

December 26, 2010

Mass Intentions for the Week of December 27, 2010 - January 2, 2011

New Year's Eve

Day Time Intentions

Monday 8:00 a.m. Mary McDonnell, Helen Letrick

Tuesday 8:00 a.m. Ronald Polivka

Wednesday 8:00 a.m. Agnes & Al Hinton, Frank Wojcik, Charles Wesley
Thursday 8:00 a.m. Henry & James Meske

Friday 8:00 a.m. Joseph Lattal, George Benrus

Saturday 8:00 a.m.
New Year’s Day 5:00 p.m.

Henry & James Meske
Purgatorial Society

Sunday 7:00 a.m. Howard Madsen, Linda Felice, Lester Buczek
8:00 a.m. Mary Ricciardone, Calandriello Family
9:30 a.m. Eugene Sorrentino, Danny Ford
11:00 a.m. Purgatorial Society
12:30 p.m. St. Cletus Parishioners

Please pray for those who have
died and their families...

T Robiert Clements,
father of Robin Olszewski

Fhoemas Gallagher,
brother of John

James Cuxtin,

husband of Joan
T Shantanu Kumar
T Siddauh Human

T Joseph Rekash,

husband of Laura

May the Lord grant them eternal rest. Amen.

Please remember our sick in your prayers:

Laura McDonnell, Joan Workman, Dick Radom,

Rosa Battista, Idolina Montano, We Wu,
Sue Kremer, Gail Pankow-Locker Kathryn Super-Wilson,
Lydia Ciaglia, Cindy Bringle, Sherry Sumner,
Maeva Bishop, Rebecca Mueller, Joshua Thomas, Jr., Ledlie
Imholt, Loretta Pavlik, Katie Meyer, Howard Pohlman,
Evelyn Kilker, Jessica Gundling, Dominic Cairo,
Rajamma Thomas, Joe Saban, Ola Maveety, Jean Weekley,
Gen Andorf, Rich Andorf, Marilyn Matesevac. Also pray
for our parishioners who are in nursing homes or are
homebound and unable to attend Mass.

2011 PARISH CALENDARS
WILL BE AVAILABLE

IN JANUARY.
Please call the rectory office (708-352-6209).
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PLEASE NOTE!

...the Rectory Office will be closed on Monday, December 27. The office will re-open Tuesday, December

28, at 9:00 am.

New Year's Day, January 1, 2011. The office will re-open on Sunday, January 2, 2011 at

8:00 am.
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. NOTES FROM FATHER BOD...

- l FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY 2010

The Christmas story recalls the fact that Mary and Joseph were unable to find a room at the inn. Instead, Jesus
was born in alowly stable; his companions were the ox and the ass and his cradle a manger. The Messiah, long-
awaited by the Jewish people as a King, is born into poverty and instability. Shortly after his birth, to escape the
persecution of Herod, Joseph is prompted in a dream by an angel to find safety and security. God sends a
messenger to protect hisfamily. The picture of Joseph leading the donkey carrying Mary and the child, Jesus, is
very familiar and a beautiful picture of a family struggling against the power of evil and violence in search of
safety.

Both the gospel and the first reading emphasize God's love for the vulnerable, whether it's a child or an older
person. In biblical times, nomadic people who were constantly moving from pasture to pasture might have been
tempted to abandon the weakest and oldest members of their families. The first reading shows how it is God’s
wish that the elderly have a special place in the family and are respected as “encyclopedias of
wisdom.” (Pope John Paul I1)

The flight to Egypt is a reminder that many centuries before this journey, Joseph (of the coat of many colors)
was taken to the court of Pharaoh as a dave. It was later that Moses, who was called by God, would lead the
Jewish people from slavery to the Promised Land in the great journey of the Exodus. Indeed, the return of the
holy family to Nazareth recalls the journey from slavery to freedom. Jesus will be the “New Moses” who will
free his people from the slavery of sin and give the promise of eternal life through death and resurrection.

In many ways, families in war-torn parts of our world experience the same flight into Egypt. 1t may be to escape
persecution and violence. Refugees and asylum seekers, knocking on the door of Europe, America and the
developed world, share in the common humanity of the family of God. Aswe witnesstheir pain and sadness, the
words of St. Paul ring in our ears. “ Be clothed in sincere compassion, in kindness and humility, gentleness and
patience.” The orphan, the widow, the poor, and the stranger have a special placein God's love. As Pope John
Paul Il said in the context of the Year of Jubilee, “if we recall that Jesus came to ‘preach the good news to the
poor’, how can we fail to lay greater emphasis on the Church’s preferential option for the poor and outcast?”
This plea goes out to us and our governments and surely asks us to reflect on how our systems deal with asylum
seekers. They must be treated with respect and their cases be examined in the light of justice and charity. Closer
to home, the flight into Egypt will prompt us to think of families, usually women and children, seeking safety
from domestic violence.

How sensitive is our parish community to all these issues and to the needs of the most vulnerable, especially
children and the elderly? May the Feast of the Holy Family remind us of the gift and innocence of all our
children. Asa Church, improvementsin policy regarding child protection have been needed and are being fully
implemented. The aim isto protect children from violence and make the Church a place where the protection of
the weakest is evident. And then there are the elderly, who deserve a privileged place in the community.
God chooses each person in a special and unique way. The message of Christ is that the commandment of love
must be visible and active in each family and every community, touching into the lives of each of us from the
moment of conception to the day the Lord calls usto himself.

May our Families Experience the Peace of the Holy Family Always,

Fathey Pall
Pastor
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Youth Ministiy Undate)!

SURVEY: TheFutureof St. Cletus Youth Ministry

How can we as a parish encourage our youth to know and experience our Catholic faith during their high school years
and beyond? As you have heard, our youth ministry program is going to be changing next year when Confirmation
takes place solely in eighth grade. NOW, we have an exciting opportunity to plan for our parish teens' ongoing faith
development! During the first three weeks of January, two online surveys will be posted — one for eighth graders/
teens (young adults are welcome to participate too) and one for parents. Please take the time to share your thoughts
and feelings with us!l  Your input matters! On Sunday January 30, at 6:00pm, we will gather in Morrissey Hall
to discuss the results. Look for the surveys on our website at www.stcletusparish.com/youth. Call (708) 215-5419
or email kmaxwell @stcletusparish.com with any questions.

MISSION TRIP TO MON VALLEY, PENNSYLVANIA
JULY 31-AUGUST 5, 2011

WEe're excited to be going on another mission trip with Y outhWorks again this summer! Registration will be accepted
on a first-come, first-serve basis. Limited spaces are available. Once al of our spots are filled, we will be
gathering together to prepare for our trip. Adult chaperones are needed. Information can be found on our parish
website at www.stcletusparish.com/youth. Permission slips and $100 non-refundable deposits made payable to
St. Cletus Youth Ministry must be returned to Kristen Maxwell by January 14. Cal (708) 215-5419 or email
kmaxwell @stcletusparish.com with any questions.

ALPINE VALLEY SKI TRIP, EAST TROY, WISCONSIN - SUNDAY, JANUARY 16, 2011

Grab your friends and come skiing or snowboarding with usl We will be leaving from the St. Cletus parking lot at
1:00pm and will return at approximately midnight. Information can be found on our parish website at
www.stcletusparish.com/youth. Permission dips, liability forms, and fees must be returned to Kristen Maxwell by
January 7. Call 708) 215-5419 or email kmaxwell @stcletusparish.com with any questions.

SERVICE OPPORTUNITY - FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN, SCHAUMBURG, IL
TUESDAY, JANUARY 25, 2011

Instead of meeting this month, our Teen Advisory Board will be participating in a service project to help aleviate
global poverty. We will be packaging vitamin and nutrient enriched meals that are shipped to the poor in nearly
70 countries around the world. Learn more at www.fmsc.org. Any teen is welcome and encouraged to join us.
If you would like to bring an item to donate to the facility, FMSC is asking for printing paper, hair ties/binders, paper
towels, toilet paper, kitchen sized/large trash bags, and AA batteries. We will be departing from the St. Cletus parking
lot at 5:00pm and will return at approximately 8:15pm. Permission dlips can be found on our parish website at
www.stcletusparish.com/youth and must be returned to Kristen Maxwell by January 18. Call (708) 215-5419 or
email kmaxwell @stcletusparish.com with any questions.

Hnisten Maxuwell
Y outh Ministry
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CHRISTMAS SPIRIT AT ST CLETUS PARISH!

Women's Club officers greet guests at their
annual Tea at the La Grange Country Club on
December 11. From left are Michelle Annella,
Mary DeGroot, and President Sheila Benson.

d

Father Bob, Dr. Colleen Hagen, and Father Edgar
chat during the Women’s Club Tea.

>
)_S‘

Entertainment was provided by the

St. Cletus School Children’s Choir singing
Christmas Carols at the annual Women’'s ==
Club Tea...

GIVING TREE PROJECT...

Mary Beth Ford, Director of Social Many bikes were part of the gift parade

Concerns, and one of her helpers are bein checked b Maureen Soldat
dwarfed by a mountain of gifts donated by (pict%red right). . ’

our generous parishioners.

All picturescontributed by Jim Matthews.
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FAITH FAMILY FUTURE

St. Cletus School’s elementary program offers: (a) 3 and 4-year-old, full-day preschool, (b) half-day
preschool options, (c) half—and full-day Kindergarten classes, and (d) an average class size of 22 students in grades 1-8.
In addition to a strong educational curriculum guided by Illinois State Educational standards, our well-rounded program
offers Spanish, art, music, physical education, library, and modern technology equipment in our classrooms and
technology learning center to further enhance the student school experience. Daily religion classes, service hours,
and regular school Masses also help our students to develop into mature, responsible young adults. Other opportunities
available at St. Cletus School are Junior Great Books, our Student Council, Scouting (for boys and girls), athletic
programs, band, choir, and before-and after-care programs.

If your child is just beginning hisher education, or if you are considering a change, please call the school to
make an appointment to visit or to register.

Currently enrolled school families began re-registering for the 2011-2012 school year on December 8, 2010.
After January 7, registration will begin for registered St. Cletus parishioners.

Open registration for the general public will begin January 24, 2011.

Our Open House for Catholic Schools Week will be on Sunday, January 30, 2011, beginning with 9:30 AM
Mass at Church and continuing in our education building right after Mass until 12:30 PM. Please join us!

Feel free to cal the school office at (708) 352-4820 between 7:00 AM and 3:15 PM if you have questions or
would like to make an appointment to visit our school.

St. Cletus School isa great placeto be! Stop by to learn more!

Principal
S Attention!
\ Ov\ . CletusAlumnae
Ny m/

Girls, we are looking for St. Cletus grads that would be interested in participating in an alumnae tournament or game
to open up the

2"4 Annual Erin Potts I nvitational
Friday 2/4 Evening timesto be deter mined
Cost $20/person includes T shirt

All proceeds will be donated to the
Sarcoma Alliancein Erin’sname

Please email me with team info. If you don’t have ateam and would like to participate, we can find a team to place
you on. We are looking for girls of any age, whether a recent graduate of St. Cletus or someone that graduated a
“few” years back, we would love to have you! Please come out for anight of fun and support this great cause!

Sue Lovett Rejdukowski, St. Cletus class of 1983
6/8™ Grade Volleyball Coach
SueRe @sbceglobal.net
C: (708) 334-0237
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Sunday Collection

December 12, 2010 ......... Budgeted Collection = $27,250

Weekly (Under) Over Budget
ThisFiscal Year @ 12/12/10

($2,658)

Actual Sunday Collections $626,476
Budgeted Sunday Collections 654,000
(Under) Over than Budgeted $(27,524)

Total Active Registered Families 2,706
Collection Statistics
# of envelopesused - thisweek 741
% of registered families 27% $21,398
3,194
$24,592

Amount Collected

Envelope Users
Loose Checks/Cash

been given.

St. Paul’s reminder to be thankful is a great way to end the year. The good steward is always thankful.
\We recognize that we are God’s people and everything we have is a gift from God. When we fill our hearts
with gratitude we can stop striving for more and start appreciating and sharing the gifts we have already

WEEK AT A GLANCE
Day/Date Start L ocation/ Event
Time Rm. #
Monday, December 27 Facilities Clgsed
Tuesday, December 28
Wednesday, December 29 9:00 p.m. MH Boy’s Church League
Thursday, December 30 8:00 p.m. S-102 AA Mesting
9:00 p.m. MH Boy’s Church League
Friday, December 31 Facilities Clpsed
Saturday, January 1, 2011 Facilities Clpsed
Sunday, January 2, 2011
C Church S School
CcVv Church Vestibule RB Rectory Basement
MH Morrissey Hall

PLEASE NOTE: DUE TO THE EARLY CANTICLE DEADLINE OUR COLLECTION REPORT FOR

DECEMBER 19 WILL BE INCLUDED IN NEXT WEEK’S CANTICLE.
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kcompassion ancl IOVC.

/ FPARISHMISSION STATEMENT \

St (letus Catholic Parish of the Archdiocese of Chicago is a Christian community of believers and followers of
Christ Jcsus. We call and welcome all to_join our \camilg of faith as we seek to live the Gospcl values in our clailrj
Iivcs, community and world. We are committed to Provicling sPiritua| nourishment throug]'m the worshiP of God,

celebration of the sacraments, Christian education, and use of our time, talent and treasure in serving others with

/

MASSES
Saturday Evening: 5:00pm

Sunday: 7:00am, 8:00am, 9:30am,
11:00am, 12:30pm (Spanish)

Weekdays: Mon. thru Sat. 8:00am
Evening before Holy Day: 7:00pm
Holy Day: 6:30am, 8:00am

BAPTISMS

1st & 3rd Saturday of themonth at 11:30am. Parents must
beregistered parishionersand attend the Baptism
Preparation class. Please make arrangements by calling the
Rectory office (708-352-6209).

WEDDINGS

Datesand timesarereserved for registered parishioners.
Initial arrangements must be completed five monthsin
advance of the wedding date.

HOME/HOSPITAL VISITATION AND
COMMUNION CALLS

Please contact the Ministry of Care office (708-215-5407).

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AND BENEDICTION

Adoration begins following the 8:00am M ass and continues
during the day until 6:15pm thefirst Monday of the month.

The Chaplet of Divine Mercy is prayed at 6:15pm followed
by Benediction.

Hispanic Adoration continues from 7:00pm until 8:00pm.

CONFESSIONS
Confessions every Saturday of the month: 4:15-4:45pm.

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS
Monday thru Saturday: 9:00am-5:00pm
Sunday: 8:00am-1:00pm

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

Chairperson: Ed Burke
Vice-Chairperson: Joe Bamberger
Recording Secretary: Xavier Polanski
Corresponding Secretary: Elizabeth Goellner-McLean
Worship Ministry: Colleen Hagen

Justin Sisul
Finance Liaison: Brian Kapusta

Parish at Large: TBA

Youth Ministry: Dawn Dion

Education Ministry: Marty Mulcrone (School)
George Pach (Rel. Ed.)

Adult Faith Formation: Mike Pusatera
Pastoral Care Ministry: Gary Lewis
Jim Matthews
Development Ministry: Ed Burke
Staff Representative: Paulette Bolton
Hispanic Ministry: Silvia Casas
Louis Lopez
Social Concerns: Dick Ford
Peggy Meidell
Technology Representative: Julie Lenz

Parish Life: Fr. Edgar Rodriguez

WINTER REMINDER

As inclement winter weather
approaches, please remember to use
caution in our parking lot and
walkways on the parish grounds.

HAPPY New yEA?
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