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Mass Intentions for the Week of August 23 - August 29, 2010
Day

Time

Intentions

Monday

8:00 a.m.

Purgatorial Society

Tuesday

8:00 a.m.

Stefania & Stanislaw Francuz, Dan Danhauer

Wednesday

8:00 a.m.

Parish Priests’ Intentions

Thursday

8:00 a.m.

Purgatorial Society

Friday

8:00 a.m.

Erik Geyer

Saturday

8:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.

Purgatorial Society
Francis & Margaret Herzog, John David Katrenak

Sunday

7:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
12:30 p.m.

Thaddeus Kwiatkowski & Family, Steven Kaminski
Parishioners of St. Cletus
James Reisel
Ken Herzog, Betty Bozec, Dan Rosko, Marie Ann Locke, Timothy Benrus
Souls in Purgatory

THIS PAST WEEK
WE WELCOMED…
JESSIE JR., ARRIAGA, III,
son of Jessie Arriaga & Nicole Leigh Humble

JORDAN LEIGH ARRIAGA,
daughter of Jessie Arriaga & Nicole Leigh Humble

Please remember our sick in your prayers:
Leslie Imholt, Loretta Pavlik, Katie Meyer,
Rosemary Rogers, Howard Pohlman,
Joe Augustine, Evelyn Kilker, Jessica Gundling,
Dominic Cairo, Ann Fahey, Rajamma Thomas,
Mary Anne Casey, Gerry Saban, Steven Blazek,
Joe Saban, Ola Maveety, Harry Fisher, Jean Weekley,
Gen Andorf, Rich Andorf, Marilyn Matesevac.

Also pray for our parishioners who are in nursing
homes or are homebound and unable to attend Mass.

ALEXANDRA NESTA,
daughter of Ernesto Nesta & Yolanda Älamo García

RAÚL NESTA,

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:

son of Ernesto Nesta & Uolanda Álamo García
TO THE CATHOLIC FAITH THROUGH THE
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM.

Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Friday:
Saturday:

Wedding Banns
Danielle Martin & David Huber, Jr.

Twenty-first Sunday in
Ordinary Time
St. Rose of Lima
St. Bartholomew
St. Louis of France;
St. Joseph Calasanz
St. Monica
St. Augustine

LIVE TODAY WELL
Today well lived makes every yesterday a
dream of happiness and tomorrow a vision of hope.
—Kalidasa
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NOTES FROM FATHER BOB…
TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
The story is told of two elderly priests, both nearing the end of their days, who made a pact.
Whichever of them died first, he would return and tell the other what life beyond the grave was like.
Eventually Fr. Joe died and was buried. Some months later Fr. Bill was sitting in his room. It was Saturday
night; he was busy preparing his homily – or was it watching football? In any event, he suddenly became
aware of a presence: Fr. Joe was standing there before him. “Joe,” he gasped, “it’s you. Tell me, what’s it
like in heaven?” “Well,” replied Joe,“you’d be surprised who’s there.” There was a pause: “And you’d be
surprised who isn’t,” and with that he was gone.
It was hardly the answer Bill had expected. Much the same might be said of the man who questioned
Jesus in today’s gospel. He didn’t get the answer he expected. Mind you, his question could hardly have come
at a more inappropriate moment. Jesus is on his way to Jerusalem, where suffering and death await him,
while all the questioner is concerned about is the speculative issue of how many people will be saved:
“Will there be only a few?” he inquires, rather pessimistically.
Jesus’ reply must have brought him down to earth. He says in effect: never mind the numbers game,;
your task is to work hard – literally, to struggle – so that you’ll be able “to enter by the narrow door” that leads
to salvation. You may be a Jew; you may even be Roman Catholic, members of God’s people, but that doesn’t
mean you can slip through with the crowd. It’s not enough that you belong to the “in” group. There’s no way
through the narrow door without personal struggle.
Then Jesus puts it another way. This time he speaks not of “a narrow door” but of a closed door and
God himself is pictured as the owner of the house. When the householder has locked up for the night – a
gentle hint that earthly life does not last forever – it will be no use trying to get in by offering excuses, we ate
and drank with you, we heard you preaching in the streets. The householder will not be impressed; he will
reply: “I don’t know you.” Jesus goes on to speak of the anguish they will suffer, as Jews, if the great Jewish
patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and the prophets, are all there at the messianic banquet, while they
themselves are locked out. More galling still, if they were to see among the insiders, people from the four
corners of the globe. That would mean that some of God’s own people had been replaced at the banqueting
table by non-Jews, by Gentiles. Those always regarded as first would now be last, and vice versa.
It needs little imagination to translate the message of today’s gospel into a message for ourselves.
We have been blessed in the most extraordinary way, even more than the Jewish people of old. We have been
baptized; we have been adopted as the children of God; we are members of the Church, God’s chosen people;
we have the sacraments to meet our needs at every juncture of life, we have the scriptures to bring us God’s
Good News; we have the support of our fellow believers. Here at Mass we cannot forget that we even eat and
drink at the Lord’s table. Such blessings ought to fill us with gratitude. The one thing hey must not do is lead
us to presumption. If we reach heaven, it will not be simply because we are Catholics, or even because we
receive the Lord himself in the Eucharist. We shall reach heaven because of the gracious goodness of God on
the one hand and our own humble efforts on the other.
On that day, we may discover that the response Fr. Bill received from his friend had more than a grain
of truth in it. Looking aound the banqueting table of heaven, we may be surprised – by those who are there,
and, perhaps, by those who are not. However, as we have been reminded today, our task is not to waste time on
pointless speculation. What matters is that, avoiding complacency, we strive to live out our faith in our daily
lives while putting all our trust in our God whose love is strong and whose faithfulness endures forever.
Blessings Always,

Father Bob
Pastor
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invest just five minutes a day, ens social stability, just see what happens when people remain in ignoand your faith will deepen and rance.
TODAY’S READINGS: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-10, 16-18; Matgrow—a day at a time.
thew 23:27-32
“The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.”

SUNDAY, AUGUST 22, 2010
TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Earn what you deserve
A teacher asked his class for examples of words that describe the current crop of college students. He expected to hear “highly educated” or
“sophisticated” but was surprised at the honesty of a young woman
who responded “entitlement. We think everything is owed to us.” An
overstatement, yet such an attitude can often be attached to a particular
social class, race, gender, ethnicity, or nationality. I may grow up believing I am owed good things in life because I am white, or black,
because I am a woman, or an American, or a Catholic. But scripture
makes it clear that simply being a member of a chosen race or having
rank upon rank of noble ancestors makes no impression on God. Only
one thing does: goodness.
TODAY’S READINGS: Isaiah 66:18-21; Hebrews 12:5-7, 1113; Luke 13:22-30
“I will send survivors to the nations . . . and they shall declare my glory among the nations.”
MONDAY, AUGUST 23
FEAST OF ROSE OF LIMA, VIRGIN

Homegrown virtues
Good living doesn’t have to come with a lot of pious packaging. In
1671 Isabel de Flores (also known as Rose) became the first named
saint of the Americas. She earned this honor quite simply, without
martyrdom, founding an order, ruling a kingdom, or leading an army.
Hungering to join the Dominicans, who didn’t have a convent in her
native Peru, she established a hut in her garden and lived out her vows
there. None of us needs to stand on ceremony to embrace a holy way.
Become a saint in your own backyard!
TODAY’S READINGS: 2 Thessalonians 1:1-5, 11-12; Matthew
23:13-22
“We always pray for you, asking that our God will . . . fulfill
by his power every good resolve and work of faith.”
TUESDAY, AUGUST 24
FEAST OF BARTHOLOMEW, APOSTLE

Oh, what a kidder!
You know how you’ll sometimes kid somebody by saying something
about them that is exactly the opposite of what they are? Like someone
who is tall might have the nickname “Shorty.” Or you might say to
someone who is calm, “Don’t get so excited.” Jesus and Nathanael
(surnamed Bartholomew) exchange such quips. Nathanael makes a
“Nazareth joke,” and Jesus replies with an “Israelite joke.” So, the two
men of the gospel story are attracted by their mutual sense of humor.
This looks like the beginning of a beautiful friendship.
TODAY’S READINGS: Revelation 21:9b-14; John 1:45-51
“When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of
him, ‘Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!’ ”
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 25
FEAST OF JOSEPH CALASANZ, PRIEST

Spread the wealth of learning
Do poor children deserve the same educational opportunities that children of more prosperous families enjoy? Saint Joseph of Calasanz
thought so. But in the 16th century this idea was deemed radical and
presumed to lead to social unrest. If the poor received an education,
what would they want next? Joseph was ahead of his time in many
ways; his friendship with Galileo caused scandal as well. And he was
right on the merits of learning altogether. If educating the poor threat-

THURSDAY, AUGUST 26
Time to wake up
Jesus regularly admonished his followers to stay awake. But how can
we stay awake when we don’t know if we’re asleep? One way to know
for sure that we are asleep is when we believe we are right and therefore everyone else must be wrong. When we cannot hear or even imagine another’s point of view, we are asleep. On the other hand, when we
place our certainty alongside the possibility that we might be wrong,
we are awake. An open mind—toward our partner, child, mother-inlaw, boss, or non-Christian neighbor—is a sure sign that we are awake.
Give some thought today to whatever you are certain you are right
about. Have you fallen asleep?
TODAY’S READINGS: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9; Matthew 24:42-51
“Keep awake therefore.”
FRIDAY, AUGUST 27
Rise and shine!
The theme of being awake continues from yesterday’s gospel reading
to today’s. Poet Antonio Machado wrote that all of Jesus’ directives
come down to one simple command: “Wake up!” Consider how much
of our daily routine involves sleepwalking through a series of familiar
habits. How easy for us to grow numb to the sufferings and injustices
others endure, whether from illness, prejudice, violence, or another
social ill, when we are only half awake to them. What can we do to
stay alert? Involvement in the lives of others, religious and devotional
practices, a commitment to be part of the solution, all have their place.
As does keeping in mind that life is too precious to be slept through!
TODAY’S READINGS: 1 Corinthians 1:17-25; Matthew 25:1-13
“Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the
hour.”
SATURDAY, AUGUST 28
FEAST OF AUGUSTINE, BISHOP, DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH
Something’s brewing
Saint Augustine of Hippo is well-known in Western Christianity for his
great contributions as a philosopher, theologian, and bishop. It’s easy
to understand why he’s known as the “Doctor of Grace,” but did you
know he’s also the patron saint of brewers? Prior to channeling his
energy and gifts into serving God, this earthy saint was known for his
wild living and fondness for beer. As he moved toward a more moderate way of life, he still struggled with his more profligate side. He famously said: “God, grant me chastity and continence—but not just
yet.” What helps you temper your more indulgent side? How can you
channel this energy for good?
TODAY’S READINGS: 1 Corinthians 1:26-31; Matthew 25:14-30
“Consider your own call, brothers and sisters.”
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As we prepare for the opening of
classes for our Religious Education
students, we encourage you to
register for the classes if you have
not done so.
We are looking forward to helping your
child or children to deepen their relationship
with Jesus. Please drop by the rectory to sign
up. You must be a registered member of the
parish to enroll your child for religious
education classes.

Sister Pat Mc Kee, O.P.
Director of Religious Education

CATECHISTS NEEDED!
We are still in need of ONE catechist for our Sunday
seventh grade classes. Seventh and eighth grade
students attend the 11:00 a.m. Mass and then go over
to the Education Building for classes until 1:00 p.m.
If you are interested in teaching seventh grade, please
call the Religious Education office at (708) 352-2383.
We are all called to spread God’s Word. Teaching is
one concrete way of helping children to deepen their
relationship with our God. We appreciate those who
came forward to teach our children about Jesus.
God bless,

Sister Pat McKee, O.P.
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The Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults
Who is Jesus?
What are Sacraments?
What must I do to join the Catholic Church?
Do you know someone who has asked you some of
the above questions about the Catholic Church or
might be considering becoming a Catholic? If you
do, please invite him or her to join our R.C.I.A.
Program. The program begins on Wednesday,
September 29, at 7:00 p.m., Room 102 in the
Education Building. If you have any questions,
please call the Religious Education office at (708)
352-2383.
Our Welcome Mat is out: come join us!

Sister Pat Mc Kee, O.P.
Director of Religious Education

Please join The St. Cletus
Women’s Club
for our 2010/2011 kick-off!

Director of Religious Education

EARLY CHILDHOOD
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

This Sunday School is for children ages 3-5. Classes meet
during the 9:30 a.m. Mass on most Sundays throughout
the school year. This fun-filled class provides the children
a time to be with others their own age and learn of the
Gospel in a way that is age appropriate. Please contact
Mary Ellen at (708) 352-7693 for more information and a
registration form.

Tuesday, August 31, 2010
7:00 p.m.
Toscana’s Grill
88 S. LaGrange Rd.
Appetizers, Cash Bar, and Good Company!
Come visit with old friends and welcome new members.
There will be great opportunities for those who might
want a little more involvement but not much
commitment.
Questions? Call or email Megan Wenstrup,

708-579-0817 or mwenstrup@ameritech.net
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FALL FESTIVAL CHORUS
There is still time to sign up for the St. Cletus Festival Chorus! This is an opportunity for any
and all who love to sing - whether you're classically trained or have no training at all - come join
us! There is a place for all singers in this ensemble. We'll rehearse about once each week in
September and October leading up to the concert on Sunday, October 24. We will be
accompanied by a string orchestra and performing music that is sure to inspire.
If you're ready to embrace this exciting opportunity to make music with your fellow
parishioners, please contact me at jsisul@stcletusparish.com or (708) 215-5423. I'm also
happy to answer any questions. Each week, I am so encouraged to hear the beautiful singing
coming from our congregation - now is the time to bring those voices to the front of the
sanctuary! I hope to see many of you join the Festival Chorus - it promises to be a wonderful
experience for all.
Justin Sisul
Director of Music
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Dear St. Cletus Parishioners,
Thank you for all your
generosity during my Eagle Scout
project. Thanks to you, I was able to
give supplies to 285 students. I received
$1,200 in monetary donations and more
than 25 boxes of school supplies. I could
not have done this without your help.
Gabe Valdes

St. John of the Cross Parish

Registration forms for the high school confirmation
program were due in July. We are in the process of
forming small groups, so please submit your
registration if you wish to enroll in this program.

St. John of the Cross Parish in Western Springs is
opening its 50th Anniversary year, inviting all former
parishioners to join our celebrations. Anniversary
Masses will be held throughout the weekend of August
28-29. A Jubilee Mass with Cardinal George and
dinner reception will be held on September 18.
For more information, please call (708) 292-1100 or
see the Event tab of St. John of the Cross
50th Anniversary page on Facebook.

Registration forms can be picked up in the Religious
Education office. Thank you!

St. Cletus

Amy Cranny,
Director of Youth Ministry

MISSION LADIES

It won’t be long now — in about 3-4 weeks
Mission Ladies will be starting up in September to make
and give gifts to different charities at Christmas time.
We are in need of white eyelet fabric, plain
white fabric, and small crosses for making bibs for
babies when they are baptized. We also need fiberfill for
stuffing different items.
These much-needed items can be left in the
Ministers’ Room in church. Please label items for
“Mission Ladies.”

Dolores Scaletta

The next book is

The Red Tent
by Anita Diamant
We will meet to discuss it on

Tuesday, September 21 at 7:00 p.m.
(Room 102 by flag pole entrance)
Questions? Email: loriashe@aol.com
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St. Louis Gateway Arch
aka
Gateway to the West

A group of eighteen area youths went to St. Louis this summer to serve in the community.
Many thanks to St. Cletus parishioners for your support!

All together the trip was lots of fun, but the last day was
the best day of the whole trip by far. It seemed like
everyone had gotten to know everyone even though we
met just 4 days before. But the ultimate experience of
this trip was playing basketball against some people from
St. Louis. It was a blast (until I was elbowed in the
nose). Thanks to all the parishioners; because of your
great donations, our week of help was possible.
Marty Garvey

FOOD PANTRY UPDATE…
There were a lot of big smiles on our parents and their children as they received packets of school supplies at the
August food distribution. Understandably, some of the kids are not that anxious for summer vacation to be almost
over, but most of their moms are ready and waiting! Because of your ongoing support, we were also able to provide
supplemental groceries to more than 250 families. The numbers are already up from June and July, and history tells
us this trend continues into the fall and winter months. Please continue to add an item or two for the Food Pantry to
your weekly shopping list. Items most needed now include dry pinto beans, boxed side dishes, macaroni and cheese,
caned meats, pasta sauce, canned fruit, juice, coffee, tea, powdered or evaporated milk, cereal and diapers.
As always, any in-date, non-perishable items are greatly appreciated. Thank you for your continuing generosity.

Mary Beth Ford
Director of Social Concerns
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Sunday Collection
Total Active Registered Families

2,669

Collection Statistics
# of envelopes used - this week
% of registered families

Amount Collected
595
22%

$19,138
1,921
$21,059

August 15, 2010 Budgeted Collection = $27,250
Weekly (Under) Over Budget ($6,191)
This Fiscal Year @ 8/15/10
Actual Sunday Collections
$170,881
Budgeted Sunday Collections
190,750
(Under) Over than Budgeted
$(19,869)

Envelope Users
Loose Checks/Cash

Thanks to so many parishioners for contributing
an extra $2 to $3 in your weekly contributions.
Your continued efforts help us to reach our
budgeted needs. Blessings...

Fr. Bob

WEEK AT A GLANCE
AUGUST 23 - AUGUST 29
Day/Date
Monday, August 23

Start
Time
5:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Location/
Rm. #
C
MH

Event
School Family Mass
School Meet & Greet gathering

Tuesday, August 24
Wednesday, August 25

8:00 a.m.

1st Day of School

Thursday, August 26
Friday, August 27

2:00 p.m.

MH Lobby

MANNA

Saturday, August 28

5:00 p.m.

CV

Bolivia Mission Group Report
to the Parish

Sunday, August 29

8:00 a.m.

CV

Bolivia Mission Group report
to the parish

C
CV
MH

Church

S

Church Vestibule

RB

Morrissey Hall

School
Rectory Basement

NEEDED: COORDINATOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY
St. Cletus Church is seeking a coordinator of Youth Ministry for grades 9 through young adult. The candidate will
coordinate and develop a youth ministry program, which includes spiritual activities, Kairos retreats, social activities, and
service projects. The youth minister reports directly to the Pastor but also collaborates in tandem with the pastoral staff,
support staff, all councils, committees, and volunteers. This is a full-time, salaried position with benefits.
Applicants must possess a Bachelor’s Degree in Youth Ministry, Pastoral Ministry or a related field. It would be
preferred if candidates would have at least two years of experience working with youth in a leadership position. Please fax
resumes to Fr. Bob Clark, Pastor, at (708) 352-6774.
(This will be Amy Cranny’s last year serving as our Youth Coordinator. She will be returning to her work in
physical therapy.)
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PARISH MISSION STATEMENT

St. Cletus Catholic Parish of the Archdiocese of Chicago is a Christian community of believers and followers of

Christ Jesus. We call and welcome all to join our family of faith as we seek to live the Gospel values in our daily
lives, community and world. We are committed to providing spiritual nourishment through the worship of God,

celebration of the sacraments, Christian education, and use of our time, talent and treasure in serving others with
compassion and love.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

MASSES
Saturday Evening: 5:00pm
Sunday: 7:00am, 8:00am, 9:30am,
11:00am, 12:30pm (Spanish)
Weekdays: Mon. thru Sat. 8:00am
Evening before Holy Day: 7:00pm
Holy Day: 6:30am, 8:00am

BAPTISMS
1st & 3rd Saturday of the month at 11:30am. Parents must
be registered parishioners and attend the Baptism
Preparation class. Please make arrangements by calling the
Rectory office (708-352-6209).

WEDDINGS

Chairperson:
Vice-Chairperson:
Recording Secretary:
Corresponding Secretary:
Worship Ministry:
Finance Liaison:
Parish at Large:
Youth Ministry:
Education Ministry:
Pastoral Care Ministry:
Development Ministry:
Staff Representative:
Hispanic Ministry:

Dates and times are reserved for registered parishioners.
Initial arrangements must be completed five months in
advance of the wedding date.

Social Concerns:

HOME/HOSPITAL VISITATION AND
COMMUNION CALLS

Technology Representative:
Parish Life:

Please contact the Ministry of Care office (708-215-5407).

Rita F. Mayer
Jim Ryva
Xavier Polanski
Elizabeth Goellner-McLean
Colleen Hagen
Justin Sisul
Brian Kapusta
Joe Bamberger
Dawn Dion
Anne Babirak (School)
George Pach (Rel. Ed.)
Stuart Heyes
Xavier Polanski
Ed Burke
Tom Finucane
TBA
Silvia Casas
Fulgencio Torres
Dick Ford
Jim Ryva
Julie Lenz
Lori Ashe
Fr. Edgar Rodriguez

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AND BENEDICTION
On the first Monday of the month Adoration begins
following the 8:00am Mass and continues during the day
until 6:15pm.
The Chaplet of Divine Mercy is prayed at 6:15pm, followed
by Benediction.
Hispanic Adoration continues from 7:00pm until 8:00pm.

CONFESSIONS
Confessions every Saturday of the month: 4:15-4:45pm.

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS

Monday thru Saturday: 9:00am-5:00pm
Sunday: 8:00am-1:00pm

Suburban Catholic Singles Group
(SCSG) Ministry
For singles in their mid 30’s thru 50’s
Due to the Labor Day holiday, our September
Planning Meeting will be held on Monday, August 30,
7:00 p.m. at Panera Bread in LaGrange Park.
Many exciting events are being planned for
September; please join us.
Please visit our web site for more information
www.suburbancatholicsingles.blogspot.com.
You can contact us at singlesadmin@gmail.com.

