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Mass Intentions for the Week of August 9 - August 15, 2010
Day

Time

Intentions

Monday

8:00 a.m.

Purgatorial Society

Tuesday

8:00 a.m.

Frances Butkus, Margaret Herzog, Joseph Vieceli

Wednesday

8:00 a.m.

John Hopp, Catherine Rockwood

Thursday

8:00 a.m.

Andrew L. Jaskierski

Friday

8:00 a.m.

Purgatorial Society, Thomas Kigin

Saturday

8:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.

Souls in Purgatory
Jozef & James Slowik, George Kessler, Helen Cech, Mary Jane Taylor, Roy J. Lane, Sr.,
Virginia Shepler

Sunday

7:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
12:30 p.m.

Marco & Emilia Rattin
Mary Ricciardone, Calandriello Family, Patti Lenhardt
Julia Hartnett, John David Katrenak
Timothy Benrus, Mary Ann Terpening
Priests’ Intentions

GIVEN MUCH

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES

“Much will be required of the person entrusted
with much.” (Luke 12:48) Whew! At least the Lord hasn’t
entrusted me with much! Thank goodness that the work of
the reign of God on earth has been entrusted to somebody
else. This must be the “good news” of today’s Gospel,
right? Wrong!
In the mentality that has come to be known as
“keeping up with the Joneses,” we can gear ourselves
toward a comparison with those who have more or who
have been given more, even by God. Unfortunately,
nowhere does Jesus say: “Not much will be expected of
those who have been given only a little bit.” Each of us,
in our own way, has been given something, some gift or
treasure that we can put toward the work of the reign of
God. This is the vocation of Christian discipleship.
Perhaps others seem to have been given more; evaluating
this is not the disciples’ concern. The concern of each of
us in the vocation for which we have been chosen is to
take what we have been given, and consecrate it for the
continued in-breaking of God’s kingdom of justice, joy,
peace, and beauty. Then will we come to realize that we
have indeed been given much.

Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross
(Edith Stein)
St. Lawrence
St. Clare
St. Jane Frances de Chantal
Ss. Pontian and Hippolytus
St. Maximilian Mary Kolbe

Please remember our sick in your prayers,
Rosemary Rogers, Howard Pohlman,
Joe Augustine, Evelyn Kilker, Jessica
Gundling, Dominic Cairo, Ann Fahey,
Rajamma Thomas, Mary Anne Casey, Gerry Saban,
Steven Blazek, Joe Saban, Ola Maveety,
Harry Fisher, Jean Weekley, Gen Andorf,
Rich Andorf, Marilyn Matesevac. Also pray for our
parishioners who are in nursing homes or are
homebound and unable to attend Mass.

St. Cletus Parish Family welcomed…

Alexa Estefania Alcántara,
daughter of Gustavo Alcántara & Hilda González
to the Catholic Faith through the Sacrament of Baptism last weekend.
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NOTES FROM FATHER BOB…
NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 2010
The words “Seize the Day” can help our understanding of the meaning of Christian
discipleship. St. Luke describes some people in the early Church who are paralyzed by fear.
Fear prevents them from truly accepting the message of the kingdom of God and keeps their hearts
tied to their worldly securities. What are these securities? For some it is wealth; for others it is
attachments to patterns of life not compatible with being Christian. Rather than generosity and love,
small-mindedness or resentments bind the heart to old hurts. Whatever the security, Luke
challenges the Christians to reflect about their treasure. To what is the heart attached, what binds it
and prevents it from truly living the gospel? Does the heart truly find its treasure in God? For most
people, freeing the heart for God can be a lengthy process.
In contrast, Christian life is characterized by freedom and risk. The Christian will be alert
and ready to meet the Master. Seizing the Day is not about living life half-heartedly but rather living
life to the fullest as a gift from God. The author of the Book of Wisdom celebrates the deeds of God
in freeing the people of Israel from slavery in Egypt. In this, God made his people glorious and
called them into a new relationship with him. The author praises the way in which God keeps his
people safe and protects them even in tragedy. Many times, the people of Israel wanted to return to
Egypt where they knew security and a familiar pattern of life as slaves. Freedom was much harder
to live. Protecting them with love, God called them onward into the strangeness of the desert,
unknown territory, and towards the Promised Land. Only through uncertainty and struggle did they
reach this place after forty years. Many never saw the final goal, and although they died before
reaching it, their hope encouraged others towards it.
The same journey of faith is shown in the lives of Abraham, Sarah and their descendents
who left home to travel to God’s Promised Land. They died in faith without receiving all the gifts
which had been promised but glimpsed to them on the distant horizon. The image of leaving home
is a powerful symbol, which calls for risk and a journey into uncertainty in order to find true
freedom. Like Abraham and Sarah, many know that they can trust in God but do not see or know
the route of their earthly journey.
Lived faith knows the life of uncertainty and unpredictability. Often it has to cope with
tragedy which it cannot understand. After the shock, and denial, maybe through anger or
depression, there has to be a surrendering, if life is to continue. Without wanting to underestimate
the pain and difficulty of this process, the readings show that it is only the promise of God’s love that
can be guaranteed. In faith, the disciple is called to love the gift of life. The world is graced by God
and gifts abound. To root one’s heart in the promise of God’s love will lead to freedom and joy in
life. It helps one to savor each moment and live it to the full. Through love one builds up true life in
heaven.
Freedom and Joy through God’s Love,

Father Bob
Pastor
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Invest just five minutes a day,
and your faith will deepen and
grow—a day at a time.
SUNDAY, AUGUST 8, 2010
NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

- ’Tis a gift

With so much emphasis on work and consumption in American culture, it is easy to fall into the trap of believing that “you are what you
earn.” This attitude creates a lot of anxiety, leaving us constantly worried about our financial worth and feeling devalued if our “earning
power” drops or if we are not part of the wage economy. Jesus offers a
different vision when he assures us that God is pleased to give us the
kingdom. There is nothing to earn here, nothing to be gained, nothing
to be lost. Our self-worth is a freely given gift of our Creator. Bank on
it!
TODAY’S READINGS: Wisdom 18:6-9; Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19 or
11:1-2, 8-12; Luke 12:32-48 or 12:35-40
“Do not be afraid . . . for it is your Father’s good pleasure to
give you the kingdom.”
MONDAY, AUGUST 9
FEAST OF TERESA BENEDICTA OF THE CROSS, VIRGIN, MARTYR

Change your course?
Ezekiel’s career as a prophet started with full-blown atmospheric effects:
“As I looked, a stormy wind came out of the north: a great cloud with
brightness around it and fire flashing forth continually.” If you don’t think
something big is going to happen after that, you should have your pulse
checked. Drastic changes also played a role in the life of Saint Teresa
Benedicta, also known as Edith Stein. Raised in a devout Jewish family,
she gave up her faith as a young woman. She studied with the philosopher
Edmund Husserl only to leave her academic career to become a Carmelite
sister. The last drama in her life was also the most tragic: her death in a
Nazi concentration camp. Be open to what God is calling you to, even if it
means going in a very different direction.
TODAY’S READINGS: Ezekiel 1:2-5, 24-28c; Matthew 17:22-27
“The word of the Lord came to the priest Ezekiel . . . and the
hand of the Lord was on him there.”
TUESDAY, AUGUST 10
FEAST OF LAWRENCE, DEACON, MARTYR

Dare to care

Saint Lawrence—patron of comedians, butchers, and roasters—will
ever be remembered for his legendary last words to his executioners,
“this side’s done, turn me over and have a bite,” as he lay martyred on
a red-hot gridiron. He showed compassion, courage, and challenging
righteousness, too. Lawrence was a deacon charged with the care of
the poor in Rome, people whom he loved deeply. So when the prefect
of Rome demanded that he hand over the church’s treasure, Lawrence
ushered in the poor, the lame, and the blind. In this Lawrence showed
himself most like his Lord who, if he favored anyone in life it was
those who had no one to depend upon but God. It’s charming to be
remembered for one’s wit, especially if it’s accompanied by courage
and compassion.
TODAY’S READINGS: 2 Corinthians 9:6-10; John 12:24-26
“He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; his righteousness
endures forever.”
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 11
FEAST OF CLARE, VIRGIN

Give thanks for others

At the age of 18, Saint Clare (1193-1253) was inspired by Saint Francis of Assisi to leave her life of luxury and give herself to God. She
and her sisters in the Order of Poor Ladies (Poor Clares) lived in complete poverty, depending solely on the generosity of others for their
sustenance. Clare was by all accounts a remarkable woman. Yet she

August 8, 2010

could not have lived her chosen life alone. Her years of poverty and
prayer were made possible by the surrounding community. The role
and significance of community often go underappreciated in our individualistic culture. Take some time today to notice and appreciate the
communities of which you are a part.
TODAY’S READINGS: Ezekiel 9:1-7; 10:18-22; Matthew 18:15-20
“For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among
them.”
THURSDAY, AUGUST 12
FEAST OF JANE FRANCES DE CHANTAL, RELIGIOUS

The best method for receiving the Spirit

At various times in her life Saint Jane Frances de Chantal was a wife, a
mother, and a nun. In each of these roles she lived with compassion
and trust in God as well as with a spirit of leadership and vision. That
doesn’t mean life was easy for her. She survived the deaths of her husband, son, spiritual mentor, and other dear ones. She endured despair,
the plague in France, and opposition from some officials to her religious community’s non-cloistered, ministerial way of life. Prayer was
her strength. Take to heart Jane’s wisdom: “The great method of
prayer is to have none. If in going to prayer one can form in oneself a
pure capacity for receiving the spirit of God, that will suffice for all
method.”
TODAY’S READINGS: Ezekiel 12:1-12; Matthew 18:21-19:1
“In their sight you shall lift the baggage on your shoulder, and
carry it out in the dark.”
FRIDAY, AUGUST 13
FEAST OF PONTIAN, POPE, MARTYR, AND HIPPOLYTUS, PRIEST, MARTYR

Cats and dogs unite

In the heated doctrinal debates of the third century, today’s dynamic
duo of saints was locked in a theological steel-cage death match. They
were at it so much that Emperor Maximinus got sick of it and exiled
them both to Sardinia. There, realizing they shared the same fate of
torture and starvation, they decided to bury the hatchet. Before their
martyrdom in about 236 they forgave each other and reconciled. One
thing all Christians have in common, despite any differences, is forgiveness and reconciliation. That’s nothing to argue about.
TODAY’S READINGS: Ezekiel 16:1-15, 60, 63 or 16:59-63; Matthew 19:3-12
“I will establish my covenant with you, and you shall know that
I am the Lord . . . when I forgive you all that you have done.”
SATURDAY, AUGUST 14

Let them come to me

Because of Jesus’ reputation for holiness, people brought children to
him for his blessing. Children—nearly powerless—were especially in
need of Jesus’ prayer and touch. Christ welcomed these opportunities,
but he also saw in them a chance to teach the adults around him. The
kingdom of God, he said, has a special place for children because they
are vulnerable and must receive what they need as a gift. And so are all
the “little ones”: the lowly, helpless, sick, poor, and excluded of every
age. These least have the first place in the kingdom. Do you welcome
them as privileged guests? Do you feel welcome?
TODAY’S READINGS: Ezekiel 18:1-10, 13b, 30-32; Matthew
19:13-15
“It is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.”
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As we prepare for the opening of classes for our Religious Education students, we
encourage you to register for the classes if you have not done so.
We are looking forward to helping your child or children to deepen their relationship
with Jesus. Please drop by the rectory to sign up. You must be a registered member of the
parish to enroll your child for religious education classes.

Sister Pat Mc Kee, O.P.
Director of Religious Education

EARLY CHILDHOOD
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

This Sunday School is for children ages 3-5. Classes
meet during the 9:30 a.m. Mass on most Sundays
throughout the school year. This fun-filled class
provides the children a time to be with others their
own age and learn of the Gospel in a way that is age
appropriate. There is room available in all classes.
Please contact Mary Ellen at (708) 352-7693 for more
information and a registration form.

Please join The St. Cletus
Women’s Club
for our 2010/2011 kick-off!
Tuesday, August 31, 2010
7:00 p.m.
Toscana’s Grill
88 S. LaGrange Rd.
Appetizers, Cash Bar, and Good Company!
Come visit with old friends and welcome new
members. There will be great opportunities for
those who might want a little more involvement
but not much commitment.
Questions? Call or email Megan Wenstrup,
708-579-0817 or mwenstrup@ameritech.net

“JOLIET JACKHAMMERS”
BASEBALL TICKETS FOR
AUGUST 22 GAME AVAILABLE
FROM HOLY NAME SOCIETY
A minor league baseball game in Joliet on Sunday,
August 22, is the destination for the Holy Name
Society members and interested parishioners.
The Joliet Jackhammers' Northern League game with
the Kansas City T-Bones begins at 2:10 p.m. in the
new downtown Silver Cross Stadium in
Joliet. Fans from St. Cletus will have a block of
grandstand seats behind home plate. Tickets are $9
each, and parking is free. More information and
tickets are available by phoning (708) 354-3165.
“Last summer was our first time at Joliet, and it was
really fun," said Jim Matthews, former president of
HNS. "The ballpark is near the train station in
downtown Joliet, and it is clean and fan
friendly. The food and refreshments were first
rate." Please join us for a good time!

MISSION LADIES
It won’t be long now — in about 4-5 weeks
Mission Ladies will be starting up in September to
make and give gifts to different charities at
Christmas time.
We are in need of white eyelet fabric, plain white
fabric, and small crosses for making bibs for
babies when they are baptized. We also need
fiberfill for stuffing different items.
These much-needed items can be left in the
Ministers’ Room in church. Please label items for
“Mission Ladies.” More information will follow
at a later date.

Dolores Scaletta
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St. Cletus Youth Ministry News…
Thank you!!!

The Youth Ministry Mission Trip to St. Louis, MO was a wonderful success!!
Here are a few pictures and messages of thanks!

St. Louis Gateway Arch
aka
Gateway to the West

Dear Parishioners,
Thank you so much for your donations, prayers, and encouragements
regarding the 2010 St. Louis Mission Trip. It was an amazing experience which,
as always, came with many new learning opportunities. I was lucky to be able to
work at Karen House, a homeless shelter set up as a walk-in home, where
I cleaned rooms and made a meal. There I met many interesting people and
many children, who taught me to be grateful for what I have. Overall, I made
many friends and learned a lot about myself and others. This would not have
been possible without everyone from St. Cletus Parish. Many thanks again.
.
Kelly Meade

We are called to serve one another...
Dear St. Cletus Parishioners,
Thank you for buying candy and making generous donations
to allow me and several other teens to attend the mission trip to
St. Louis. The homeless shelter we helped made me appreciate the
house, clothes, and supportive family I have. I also enjoyed talking to
and assisting the elderly at a nursing home. While we spent most of
our day at different sites in St. Louis working, we were able to go on
outings at night, such as a trip up in the arch or a walk around a local
park. Overall, I feel very blessed and thankful to have had the
opportunity to go. I plan to continue my service to others throughout
the year. Thank you again.
Emily Pavlik
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UPCOMING MUSICAL EVENTS…
MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW! On Sunday, August 29, at 4:00 p.m., we will present an afternoon of

gorgeous vocal music presented by Erin Doppke. Erin has been a cantor at St. Cletus for many years - if you
don’t know her name, I am certain that you know her face and recognize the beauty of her voice and the
musicality that she brings to St. Cletus. Plan to join us for a program containing works by Schubert, Bernstein,
Mozart, Gershwin, and more!
We are also in full preparation for our Fall Festival Chorus - this is your opportunity to join us for an
outstanding event! On Sunday, October 24, the Festival Chorus will join an orchestra and present a concert of
sacred and secular choral music. The Chorus is open to any and all singers, regardless of background,
training…there is a spot for everyone! If you enjoy singing with us from the pews but don’t have the time for a
long-term commitment, this is the chance for you to share in the wonderful experience of making music.
Rehearsals will be once a week (on varying nights of the week) through September and October leading up to
the concert.
Here is a great chance to try something new - or return to singing if it’s been a while! Feel free to bring a
friend, neighbor, or family member to share in the experience! If you are interested in joining us for the
Festival Chorus or would like more information, please contact me at jsisul@stcletusparish.com or, by phone
at (708) 215-5423. Our last Festival Concert had nearly 100 singers - I hope that YOU will be one of those
singers this year.
-Justin Sisul
Director of Music

SOCIAL CONCERNS MINISTRY
SVDP RUMMAGE SALE
What a story we have to tell about this year’s Rummage Sale, from the sweltering heat to the flooding, which caused us
to postpone and reschedule our sale dates! But through it all the generosity and teamwork of St. Cletus parishioners and
friends shone brightly! The Spirit was with us as we faced the challenges. Thank you to all who dropped off donations,
picked up donations, lent a hand organizing or selling, or shopped till they dropped. Although we do not yet have final
sales results to report, we are already most thankful for the SPIRIT & TEAMWORK seen in this venture! Look for more
details next weekend!

FOOD PANTRY UPDATE
We stand ready with 200 bags packed for the August 12 Food Pantry. Thank you for your generous donations of both
food and school supplies for this month’s food distribution. Our shelves now need replenishing, and we anticipate
greater needs as fall approaches. Most needed items include dry pinto beans, pasta, pasta sauce, canned meat, meals in a
can, canned fruit, boxed side dishes, all sizes of diapers, and “extras.” Some suggestions: baking mixes, coffee, crackers,
condiments, and cooking oil. As always, we welcome any in-date items. Thank you for being so faithful to Jesus’ call to
feed the hungry.

Mary Beth Ford
Director of Social Concerns
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708-352-6209

If not, please call the church rectory office.

708-352-6209

Fr. Bob
Pastor

All the new light fixtures have been installed in the church. The work on the new wiring in
the attic continues. The ComEd project is scheduled to start in early fall. Please continue to
watch the Canticle for weekly updates.
Blessings,
Fr. Bob
Pastor
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Sunday Collection
Total Active Registered Families

2,675

Collection Statistics
# of envelopes used - this week
% of registered families

Amount Collected
669
25%

$23,080
2,492
$25,572

August 1, 2010 Budgeted Collection = $27,250

Envelope Users
Loose Checks/Cash

Weekly (Under) Over Budget ($1,678)
This Fiscal Year @ 8/01/10
Actual Sunday Collections
Budgeted Sunday Collections
(Under) Over than Budgeted

Thank You for your continued generous support.
Your extra two to three dollars helps the parish
meet our weekly budgeted needs.

$122,522
136,250
$(13,728)

Fr. Bob
Pastor

WEEK AT A GLANCE
AUGUST 9 - AUGUST 15, 2010
Day/Date

Start
Time

Location/
Rm. #

Event

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday

4:00 p.m.

CV

MANNA

Thursday

5:00 p.m.

CV

Food Pantry

Friday,
Saturday
Sunday
C
CV
MH

The Education Building sustained water damage as a result of the record rainfall
on July 23/24. All scheduled events have been canceled. While repairs and
sanitation continue, the building will remain closed until August 15.
Church

S

Church Vestibule

RB

Morrissey Hall

School
Rectory Basement

NEEDED: COORDINATOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY
St. Cletus Church is seeking a coordinator of Youth Ministry for grades 9 through young adult. The candidate will
coordinate and develop a youth ministry program, which includes spiritual activities, Kairos retreats,
social activities, and service projects. The youth minister reports directly to the Pastor but also collaborates in
tandem with the pastoral staff, support staff, all councils, committees, and volunteers. This is a full-time, salaried
position with benefits.
Applicants must possess a Bachelor’s Degree in Youth Ministry, Pastoral Ministry or a related field. It would be
preferred if candidates would have at least two years of experience working with youth in a leadership position.
Please fax resumes to Fr. Bob Clark, Pastor, at (708) 352-6774.
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PARISH MISSION STATEMENT

St. Cletus Catholic Parish of the Archdiocese of Chicago is a Christian community of believers and followers of

Christ Jesus. We call and welcome all to join our family of faith as we seek to live the Gospel values in our daily
lives, community and world. We are committed to providing spiritual nourishment through the worship of God,

celebration of the sacraments, Christian education, and use of our time, talent and treasure in serving others with
compassion and love.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

MASSES
Saturday Evening: 5:00pm
Sunday: 7:00am, 8:00am, 9:30am,
11:00am, 12:30pm (Spanish)
Weekdays: Mon. thru Sat. 8:00am
Evening before Holy Day: 7:00pm
Holy Day: 6:30am, 8:00am

BAPTISMS
1st & 3rd Saturday of the month at 11:30am. Parents must
be registered parishioners and attend the Baptism
Preparation class. Please make arrangements by calling the
Rectory office (708-352-6209).

WEDDINGS

Chairperson:
Vice - Chairperson:
Recording Secretary:
Corresponding Secretary:
Worship Ministry:
Finance Liaison:
Parish at Large:
Youth Ministry:
Education Ministry:
Pastoral Care Ministry:
Development Ministry:
Staff Representative:
Hispanic Ministry:

Dates and times are reserved for registered parishioners.
Initial arrangements must be completed five months in
advance of the wedding date.

Social Concerns:

HOME/HOSPITAL VISITATION AND
COMMUNION CALLS

Technology Representative:
Parish Life:

Please contact the Ministry of Care office (708-215-5407).

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AND BENEDICTION
Adoration begins following the 8:00am Mass and continues
during the day until 6:15pm the first Monday of the month.
The Chaplet of Divine Mercy is prayed at 6:15pm followed
by Benediction.
Hispanic Adoration continues from 7:00pm until 8:00pm.

CONFESSIONS
Confessions every Saturday of the month: 4:15-4:45pm.

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS

Monday thru Saturday: 9:00am-5:00pm
Sunday: 8:00am-1:00pm

Rita F. Mayer
Jim Ryva
Xavier Polanski
Elizabeth Goellner-McLean
Colleen Hagen
Justin Sisul
Brian Kapusta
Joe Bamberger
Dawn Dion
Anne Babirak (School)
George Pach (Rel. Ed.)
Stuart Heyes
Xavier Polanski
Ed Burke
Tom Finucane
TBA
Silvia Casas
Fulgencio Torres
Dick Ford
Jim Ryva
Julie Lenz
Lori Ashe
Fr. Edgar Rodriguez

