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Mass Intentions for the Week of August 2 - August 8, 2010
Day

Time

Intentions

Monday

8:00 a.m.

Purgatorial Society, George Colby, Rosalie Bajor

Tuesday

8:00 a.m.

Frank Wojcik, Gerald Patrick Doherty

Wednesday

8:00 a.m.

Sue Schiller

Thursday

8:00 a.m.

Eva & Stanley Grabowski, Karen Marie Wilson, Ann Jiganti, Walter Johnston

Friday

8:00 a.m.

Purgatorial Society - George Kessler, Nan Rettig

Saturday

8:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.

JoAnn Schaal
Rose Delaloye, Katie O’Connell, Stella & Felix Gembala, Cecelia & Earl Stahl

Sunday

7:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
12:30 p.m.

Helen Casey, Laura Matthais
Genevieve Stock, Rita Reichardt
Sue Schiller, Margaret Kapa, Norma Evans, Raymond Graceffa
Tony Frasca, Sophie Egielski, Timothy Benrus
Souls in Purgatory

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

Reminder!

St. Cletus Parish Family
welcomed the following children…

Due to the ongoing electrical work in church,
Adoration will be postponed until next month.

Jocelyn Aguilar-Santana,
daughter of Isai Aguilar Flores & Maria Escobar

Sandra Andrea Mendoza,
Note: As of Tuesday, July 27,
Daily Mass is being celebrated
in the church vestibule.

daughter of Filiberto Mendoza & Marycarmen Zavaleta
to the Catholic Faith through the
Sacrament of Baptism last weekend.

The church will be inaccessible
while electricians complete their work.

WELCOME SUNDAY
Welcome to all St. Cletus newcomers. Registration
is available next weekend, August 7/8, after the 5:00
p.m. Saturday Mass and the 7:00, 8:00, 9:30 and
11:00 a.m. Sunday Masses. Please stop by the back
of church, say hello, and become members.

Please remember our sick in your
prayers, Joe Augustine, Evelyn Kilker,
Jessica Gundling, Dominic Cairo, Ann Fahey,
Rajamma Thomas, Mary Anne Casey, Gerry Saban,
Steven Blazek, Joe Saban, Ola Maveety,
Harry Fisher, Jean Weekley, Gen Andorf,
Rich Andorf, Marilyn Matesevac. Also pray for our
parishioners who are in nursing homes or are
homebound and unable to attend Mass.

Please pray for those who have died and their families…Betty Dixon,
sister of Lorraine McFerron
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ST. CLETUS EDUCATION BUILDING UPDATE!

Dear Parishioner,
The Education Building sustained water damage as a result of the record rainfall on July 23/24.
Cleanup and sanitation began immediately on Saturday morning and continues to take place today.
While repairs and sanitation continue, the Education Building remains closed until further notice.
Please see important information listed below including Rummage Sale rescheduling, and
continue to check our website for updates as they become available.

RUMMAGE SALE

The Rummage Sale has been rescheduled for this Saturday, July 31, from 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.
and Sunday, August 1, from 8:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. Volunteers are need for the sale as well as
after the sale and on Monday, August 2. Volunteers can contact Maureen at (708) 839-0345 or
Mary Beth at (708) 215-5418.

SCHOOL OFFICE

Should you need to conduct business in person, the school office staff will be temporarily
relocated to the rectory while repairs are made . You may still contact the school office by phone
at (708) 352-4820, as calls will be redirected to their temporary offices. School office hours are
9:00 a.m-1:00 p.m. through August 15.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE

The religious education office will be relocated to the rectory while repairs are made should you
need to conduct business in person. Please contact the religious education office at (708) 3522383. Office hours are Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
We sincerely thank you for your patience and understanding while our building is cleaned,
prepped, and repaired for an exciting new school year. If you have any additional questions or
concerns, please do not hesitate to contact the rectory at (708) 352-6209, and be sure to revisit our
website www.stcletusparish.com for updates.

Debbie Lestarczyk
Business Manager
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NOTES FROM FATHER BOB…
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 2010
On April 14, 1912, at 11:40 pm, the Titanic struck an iceberg in the North Atlantic. Within four hours,
this “practically unsinkable” ship lay on the seabed some 12,600 feet below. Of the 2,228 people on board,
only 705 survived. Originally, the Titanic had been designed to have 48 lifeboats on board (enough for all
passengers and crew if needed.) However, so great was the confidence of the ship’s designers that they
reduced this to just 20 lifeboats, apparently in order to prevent the decks from appearing too cluttered. These
were enough for about half the people on board. The designers had their priorities tragically wrong. They
had placed appearance before safety, elegance before lives. Even as the ship began to sink, passengers were
reluctant to leave the apparent security of the liner to take their chances on the open sea in small lifeboats.
This meant that many of the first lifeboats to be lowered were more than half empty – a further example of
misplaced confidence and wrong priorities.
When the man in the crowd asks Jesus to settle a financial dispute with his brother, Jesus refuses to
get involved. He knows that the man’s underlying problem isn’t this particular squabble over money but lies
in his fundamentally covetous mentality. Jesus warns of the dangers of greed, which can lead us to misplace
our trust. We can look to wealth and riches for security, but Jesus warns that they will not only let us down
but also will lead us to getting our priorities all wrong.
In the parable of the rich farmer, Jesus depicts a man who thinks that life is all about riches. Once he
has more than enough, he thinks that his life is complete, that he has nothing more to worry about. He places
his trust in wealth to make him happy and fulfilled. Jesus does not accuse the man of being wicked or sinful.
He is simply wrong. His wealth blinds him to what is important in life and makes him shortsighted. He thinks
that his life is nothing more than eating and drinking and being comfortable. He is the ultimate materialist,
and in this he sells himself short. It is as if the man is only worth the sum of his possessions. He is what he
owns.
And he is also blind in thinking that this life is all there is; he cannot see beyond the horizon of his
own comfort now. His wealth has blinded him to his responsibilities to his neighbor and to God. He is totally
self-centered. He talks to no one but himself, and he thinks of no one but himself. His thoughts are all
“I,” “me” and “my.” He has no one to celebrate his good fortune with, and no one he wants to share it with
either. His wealth has blinded and isolated him completely.
The farmer’s materialist philosophy—which is so prevalent today—tells us that life is all about
possessions, money, and status. It makes us poor in those very areas of life which, in fact, should make life
worth living: love, relationships, neighborliness and hope for a future beyond death. It also robs us of our true
worth as human beings. It tells us that our value is to be measured only by the size of our bank accounts. If
we live like that – if our jobs, our status, our money are more important to us than our family, our friends, our
own spirit, then we have got our priorities totally wrong. We work to live, not the other way around. We need
money for the essentials – but making money is not the essence of life. Life is far richer than that. As the
parable illustrates, money cannot save us. St. Paul tells us that greed is in fact the same as idolatry: it is God
alone, not money, who provides us with ultimate security and purpose of life.
Like the designers of the Titanic, it is easy for us to get our priorities wrong – to think in terms of what
looks good, what appears attractive on the surface. And like those passengers who were reluctant to get into
the lifeboats, we can be afraid to let go of what we have been told provides security. Greed blinds us to what is
essential. It blinds us to our duty to God, to the needs of others and ironically, it blinds us to our own needs
too. It isolates us from our community. Security is not to be found in possessions. We are rich when we put
on a new self – the life of Christ. He is the only security we need.
Generous Love of Christ,

Father Bob
Pastor

August 1, 2010

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Page Five

SOCIAL CONCERNS MINISTRY
RUMMAGE SALE
As you know, due to flooding, we had to
postpone our Rummage Sale until this weekend.
But never fear, lots of great buys are still here!
Come on over to Morrissey Hall on Sunday,
August 1, from 8 a.m. until 2 p.m., to discover them
for yourself. Remember, all proceeds go to our
St. Vincent de Paul Society, so they continue their
works of mercy to those in need in our community.
Thank you!

SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE

This weekend Gabe Valdes will again be
collecting school supplies for our Food Pantry
families, as he works to complete his Eagle Scout
project. Also, bins will be available in the Church
vestibule if you bring supplies throughout the week.

“JOLIET JACKHAMMERS”
BASEBALL TICKETS FOR
AUGUST 22 GAME AVAILABLE
FROM HOLY NAME SOCIETY
A minor league baseball game in Joliet on Sunday,
August 22, is the destination for the Holy Name
Society members and interested parishioners. The
Joliet Jackhammers' Northern League game with the
Kansas City T-Bones begins at 2:10 p.m. in the new
downtown Silver Cross Stadium in Joliet. Fans
from St. Cletus will have a block of grandstand seats
behind home plate. Tickets are $9 each, and parking
is free. More information and tickets are available
by phoning (708) 354-3165. “Last summer was our
first time at Joliet, and it was really fun," said Jim
Matthews, former president of HNS. "The ballpark
is near the train station in downtown Joliet, and it is
clean and fan friendly. The food and refreshments
were first rate." Please join us for a good time!

UPDATE!

Thank you for remembering that there is no
summer vacation for our Food Pantry! We greatly
appreciate your continuing support. Items most
needed at this time include pasta, pasta sauce, canned
meat, boxed side dishes, all sizes of diapers, and
“extras.” Some suggestions: baking mixes, coffee,
crackers, condiments, cooking oil. As always we
welcome any in-date items.

Mary Beth Ford
Director of Social Concerns
THE POINT
Love is an outstretched finger pointing to God.
—Anonymous
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708-352-6209

If not, please call the church rectory office.

708-352-6209

The up/down lights adorning the Stations of the Cross have been installed, and the ceiling
lights in the main aisle should be finished within the week. Electricians are continuing to
work on the new wiring and making adjustments to the brightness. Please continue to watch the Canticle
for weekly updates.
Blessings.

Fr. Bob

August 1, 2010

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Invest just five minutes a day,
and your faith will deepen and
grow—a day at a time.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 1, 2010
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
You’re free to choose good
What does it mean to be free? For some it’s a matter of not being
trapped in oppressive circumstances, like an unsatisfying job, a difficult relationship, or an illness. For others it’s the ability to find ways to
live creatively within those situations. Some say freedom is about having choices. And there are those who think it’s simply being able to do
whatever they want. Christians believe Christ has freed them to discern
what is truly important: to be generous rather than selfish, caring and
kind instead of indifferent and cruel, truthful, not false. Use your freedom to choose what is good.
TODAY’S READINGS: Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21-23; Colossians
3:1-5, 9-11; Luke 12:13-21
“If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are
above, where Christ is.”
MONDAY, AUGUST 2
FEAST OF EUSEBIUS OF VERCELLI, BISHOP
Fighting for the faith
When is a martyr not a martyr? Usually when he or she dies peacefully
after a long life, as did today’s saint, Eusebius of Vercelli (283-371).
Nevertheless, the church honors Eusebius as a martyr because he endured a great deal of suffering. As a bishop during the church’s formative years hashing out doctrine and theology, Eusebius struggled
against opponents whose ideas about God were contrary to his own.
These were not polite discussions. The debates featured fights, kidnappings, and an occasional homicide. Eusebius himself got run out of
town. In memory of Saint Eusebius’s hardships, work to bring conflicts
to peaceful resolutions.
TODAY’S READINGS: Jeremiah 28:1-17; Matthew 14:13-21
“And the prophet Jeremiah said to the prophet Hananiah,
‘Listen, Hananiah, the Lord has not sent you, and you made
this people trust in a lie.’ ”
TUESDAY, AUGUST 3
Heal our home
Religion is not all about consolation. It also contains a warning intended to shock us out of complacency. The prophets often delivered
divine oracles that roughly translated as “all is lost.” When it comes to
the urgent science of climate change, it may sound like the hurt suffered by our planet is incurable with creeping desertification, pollution
of rivers, loss of biodiversity, deforestation, and the increase of natural
disasters. All, however, is not lost—yet. But the poor stand to lose first.
As a recent papal document says: “If you want to cultivate peace, protect creation.”
TODAY’S READINGS: Jeremiah 30:1-2, 12-15, 18-22; Matthew 14:22-36 or 15:1-2, 10-14
“For thus says the Lord: Your hurt is incurable, your wound
is grievous.”
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 4
Don’t prejudice the outcome
Religious prejudices and tensions between Jews and their Gentile
neighbors are highlighted in the gospel story where a Canaanite woman
asks Jesus to heal her daughter only to receive a stern rebuke. Tensions
are exposed, but at the end of the day, the Canaanite woman finds a
way to break through and Jesus responds with admiration and compassion. The lesson for all of us is to seek the path beyond our own prejudice to the point where admiration and compassion rule the day in our
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interactions with others. Let your prejudices be teachable moments!
TODAY’S READINGS: Jeremiah 31:1-7; Matthew 15:21-28
“She said, ‘Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that
fall from their masters’ table.’ ”
THURSDAY, AUGUST 5
FEAST OF THE DEDICATION OF THE BASILICA OF SAINT MARY MAJOR IN ROME
People, places, and things
As Catholics we celebrate the huge variety of the ways the Spirit
moves in our lives, not only sacraments and saints but also buildings
and even the chair of Peter! “Things,” like holy people, speak to our
fundamental belief that God is in everything—people, relationships,
events, and the stuff of everyday life. The feast of the Dedication of the
Basilica of Saint Mary Major in Rome is one such event: It celebrates
one of four papal basilicas in Rome, the largest church in the world
honoring God through Mary. Look around at the ordinary stuff of your
life—the rocker where you rocked your newborn to sleep, your first
electric guitar, the flip-flops your sister gave you. How are these signs
of the sacred for you?
TODAY’S READINGS: Jeremiah 31:31-34; Matthew 16:13-23
“On this rock I will build my church.”
FRIDAY, AUGUST 6
FEAST OF THE TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD
The sound of silence
In early 1930 Mohandas Gandhi spent several weeks in seclusion to
discern how to begin the process of nonviolently extricating India from
British rule. By March he had made his decision: He would challenge
the so-called “salt laws” that unjustly taxed this essential commodity.
Early on the morning of March 12, Gandhi and a small group of followers set off toward Dandi on the sea. Thousands joined them along
what came to be known as the Salt March. India’s nonviolent struggle
for independence had begun. Later Gandhi observed: “In the attitude of
silence the soul finds its path in a clearer light, and what is elusive and
deceptive resolves itself into crystal clearness.” Talking is often overrated. Spend some time in silence today.
TODAY’S READINGS: Deuteronomy 7:9-10, 13-14; 2 Peter
1:16-19; Luke 9:28b-36
“And they kept silent and in those days told no one any of the
things they had seen.”
SATURDAY, AUGUST 7
Unsolved mysteries
Why do some people—habitual criminals for example—choose to do
evil? Is it because they don’t think they’re really doing anything
wrong? Or do they feel driven by necessity—like poverty or an addiction? Has their moral compass gone haywire, or are they so cynical as
to know what they’re doing and embrace it anyway? Christians believe
that what God created is good, including human beings. Yet some of
God’s creatures are so consumed by evil that any glimmer of goodness
in them seems to have gone out. Ponder these questions—how would
you answer?
TODAY’S READINGS: Habakkuk 1:12-2:4; Matthew 17:14-20
“Why do you look on the treacherous, and are silent when
the wicked swallow those more righteous than they?”
©2010 by TrueQuest Communications, L.L.C. PHONE: 800-942-2811; E-MAIL:
mail@takefiveforfaith.com; WEBSITE: www.TakeFiveForFaith.com. Licensed
for noncommercial use. All rights reserved. Scripture quotes come from the
New Revised Standard Version of the Bible.
Contributors: Father Paul Boudreau, Alice Camille, Daniel Grippo, Father Larry
Janowski, O.F.M., Ann O’Connor, Joel Schorn, Patrice J. Tuohy, and Sister
Julie Vieira, I.H.M.
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UPCOMING MUSICAL EVENTS…

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW! On Sunday, August 29, at 4:00 p.m., we will present an afternoon of
gorgeous vocal music presented by Erin Doppke. Erin has been a cantor at St. Cletus for many years - if you
don’t know her name, I am certain that you know her face and recognize the beauty of her voice and the
musicality that she brings to St. Cletus. Plan to join us for a program containing works by Schubert,
Bernstein, Mozart, Gershwin, and more!

We are also in full preparation for our Fall Festival Chorus - this is your opportunity to join us for an
outstanding event! On Sunday, October 24, the Festival Chorus will join an orchestra and present a concert
of sacred and secular choral music. The Chorus is open to any and all singers, regardless of background,
training…there is a spot for everyone! If you enjoy singing with us from the pews but don’t have the time for
a long-term commitment, this is the chance for you to share in the wonderful experience of making music.
Rehearsals will be once a week (on varying nights of the week) through September and October leading up to
the concert.
Here is a great chance to try something new - or return to singing if it’s been a while! Feel free to bring a
friend, neighbor, or family member to share in the experience! If you are interested in joining us for the
Festival Chorus or would like more information, please contact me at jsisul@stcletusparish.com or, by
phone at (708) 215-5423. Our last Festival Concert had nearly 100 singers - I hope that YOU will be one of
those singers this year.
-Justin Sisul
Director of Music

Please join The St. Cletus Women’s Club
for our 2010/2011 kick-off!
Tuesday, August 31, 2010
7:00 p.m.
Toscana’s Grill
88 S. LaGrange Rd.
Appetizers, Cash Bar, and Good Company!
Come visit with old friends and welcome new members. There will be great opportunities for
those who might want a little more involvement but not much commitment.
Questions? Call or email Megan Wenstrup,
708-579-0817 or mwenstrup@ameritech.net

August 1, 2010

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Page Nine

Sunday Collection
Total Active Registered Families

2,674

Collection Statistics
# of envelopes used - this week
% of registered families

Amount Collected
596
22%

$17,771
2,029
7,463
$27,263

Envelope Users
Loose Checks/Cash
ACH User

July 25, 2010 Budgeted Collection = $27,250
Thank You for your continued generous support.
Your extra two to three dollars helps the parish
meet our weekly budgeted needs.

Weekly (Under) Over Budget $13
This Fiscal Year @ 7/25/10
Actual Sunday Collections
$ 96,950
Budgeted Sunday Collections
109,000
(Under) Over than Budgeted
$(12,050)

Fr. Bob
Pastor

July 1, 2010 was the beginning of the new fiscal year. The budgeted collection
amount has increased to $27,250. An increase in health insurance costs have
caused the need for the collection to change. The parish staff will continue to make
every effort to decrease expenditures whenever possible.

WEEK AT A GLANCE
AUGUST 2 - 8, 2010
Day/Date

Start
Time

Location/
Rm. #

Event

Monday, August 2
Tuesday, August 3
Wednesday, August 4
Thursday, August 5
Friday, August 6

The Education Building sustained water damage as a result of the
record rainfall on July 23/24. All scheduled events have been
canceled. While repairs and sanitation continue, the building will
remain closed until August 15.

Saturday, August 7

5:00 p.m.

CV

Welcome Sunday

Sunday, August 8

7:00 a.m.

CV

Welcome Sunday

.

C
CV
MH

Church

S

Church Vestibule

RB

Morrissey Hall

School
Rectory Basement

Please consider signing up to make your contributions to the parish electronically. Funds
will automatically be withdrawn from your checking or savings account once or twice a
month. A signup form is available on the parish website. Simply complete and return to
the rectory via the Sunday collection basket. Thank you.
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PARISH MISSION STATEMENT

St. Cletus Catholic Parish of the Archdiocese of Chicago is a Christian community of believers and followers of

Christ Jesus. We call and welcome all to join our family of faith as we seek to live the Gospel values in our daily
lives, community and world. We are committed to providing spiritual nourishment through the worship of God,

celebration of the sacraments, Christian education, and use of our time, talent and treasure in serving others with
compassion and love.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

MASSES
Saturday Evening: 5:00pm
Sunday: 7:00am, 8:00am, 9:30am,
11:00am, 12:30pm (Spanish)
Weekdays: Mon. thru Sat. 8:00am
Evening before Holy Day: 7:00pm
Holy Day: 6:30am, 8:00am

BAPTISMS
1st & 3rd Saturday of the month at 11:30am. Parents must
be registered parishioners and attend the Baptism
Preparation class. Please make arrangements by calling the
Rectory office (708-352-6209)

WEDDINGS

Chairperson:
Vice - Chairperson:
Recording Secretary:
Corresponding Secretary:
Worship Ministry:
Finance Liaison:
Parish at Large:
Youth Ministry:
Education Ministry:
Pastoral Care Ministry:
Development Ministry:
Staff Representative:
Hispanic Ministry:

Dates and times are reserved for registered parishioners.
Initial arrangements must be completed five months in
advance of the wedding date.

Social Concerns:

HOME/HOSPITAL VISITATION AND
COMMUNION CALLS

Technology Representative:
Parish Life:

Please contact the Ministry of Care office (708-215-5407).

Rita F. Mayer
Jim Ryva
Xavier Polanski
Elizabeth Goellner-McLean
Colleen Hagen
Justin Sisul
Brian Kapusta
Joe Bamberger
Dawn Dion
Anne Babirak (School)
George Pach (Rel. Ed.)
Stuart Heyes
Xavier Polanski
Ed Burke
Tom Finucane
TBA
Silvia Casas
Fulgencio Torres
Dick Ford
Jim Ryva
Julie Lenz
Lori Ashe
Fr. Edgar Rodriguez

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AND BENEDICTION
Adoration begins following the 8:00am Mass and continues
during the day until 6:15pm the first Monday of the month.

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
The Chaplet of Divine Mercy is prayed at 6:15pm followed
by Benediction.

Sunday:

Hispanic Adoration continues from 7:00pm until 8:00pm.

Monday:

CONFESSIONS

Wednesday:
Thursday:

Confessions every Saturday of the month: 4:15-4:45pm.

Friday:
RECTORY OFFICE HOURS

Monday thru Saturday: 9:00am-5:00pm
Sunday: 8:00am-1:00pm

Saturday:

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary
Time
St. Eusebius of Vercelli;
St. Peter Julian Eymard
St. John Mary Vianney
Dedication of the Basilica of
St. Mary Major in Rome
Transfiguration of the Lord;
First Friday
St. Sixtus II and His
Companions;
St. Cajetan; Blessed Virgin

