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Day Time Intentions 

Monday  8:00 a.m. Purgatorial Society - John Mellott, Charles Sourek, Sr.  

Tuesday  8:00 a.m. Thomas Kigin 

Wednesday  8:00 a.m. Joseph & Mary Haraburda 

Thursday  8:00 a.m. Mary Ricciardone, Calandriello Family, Virginia Oliva 

Friday  8:00 a.m. Purgatorial Society - Dr. Robert Locke 

Saturday  8:00 a.m. 
 5:00 p.m. 

Joseph & Irene Megla 
Betty Bozec, Henry Maday, Constantino DeBartolo, Dr. Robert Locke,  
Stella & Felix Gembala 

Sunday  7:00 a.m. 
 8:00 a.m. 
 9:30 a.m. 
11:00 a.m. 
12:30 p.m. 

Purgatorial Society - Rose Delaloye 
Phyllis Prevenas, Maveety Family 
Virginia Shepler, Norma Evans, Charles Keenan, Katherine Padgen 
Dan Rosko, Sandy Fisher, John Fisher, Timothy Benrus, Virginia Oliva 
Purgatorial Society 

  Please pray for those who  have                     
         died and their families… 

 
George A. Benrus, 

husband of Ellen 
 

Dolores Duda, 
mother of Debbie Stolte 

         
May the  Lord grant them eternal rest.    

Amen.  

 
Wedding Banns 

      
         Jacinta Porter & Connor McGee 

  
            THIS PAST WEEK  

           WE WELCOMED 
 
 

MELANIE CATHERINE HAYDEN, 
daughter of Sean and Jacqueline (Harrison) Hayden 

 
SOPHIA NADIA JIMENEZ, 

daughter of Benito Jimenez & Lydia Sandoval  
 

ORLA DENISE RAHILLY, 
  daughter of Marie Rahilly 

 
JOEL XAVIER SANDOVAL, 

  son of Jose Luis Sandoval & Monica Zamora 
 

…TO THE CATHOLIC FAITH THROUGH THE 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM.   

 
 
Please remember our sick in your prayers,    
Rajamma Thomas, Mary Anne Casey, 
Mary Metcalf, Darlene Klecka, Lucille Kliokiss, 

Ben Mical, Shirley Severino, Cindy Harlan, Gerry Saban, 
Steven Blazek, Adrienne Welenc, Joe Saban, 
Ola Maveety, Rosemary Sylvester, Mike Lotito, 
Harry Fisher, Jean Weekley, Gen Andorf, Rich Andorf, 
Betty Jo Boden, Sherry Sumner, Patricia Swain, 
Rene Quiňones, Patricia Krieger, Bernice Hyatt, 
Therese Wess, Scott May, Denise Kuchta, Anna Ciszek, 
Roberta Zeman, Emma Fontana, Mark Ronchetti, 
Kathryn Super-Wilson, Larry Rincon, Joseph Fajdich, 
Betty Niwa, Donal Fox, Sister Arlene Gibson, 
Marilyn Matesevac, and Ruth Calandriello.  Also pray for 
our parishioners who are in nursing homes or are 
homebound and unable to attend Mass.   
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 NOTES FROM FATHER BOB… 
 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 2010 
 

 “I hope I’m old before I die.”  The lyrics of Robbie Williams’ hit song reflect the desire of most of us to 
have a long and full life.  A recent scientific survey reported that the secret of a long life is regular 
churchgoing.  The study found that churchgoers have lower blood pressure, suffer less from depression and 
have stronger immune systems.  Apparently, those who regularly attend a place of worship are nearly a third 
more likely to live longer.  No one seems to know quite why this should be so – some think that religious people 
actually take better care of themselves; others think that the friendship and support which go along with 
belonging to a church may be part of the reason why religious people live longer.  Whatever the reason, it 
would appear that faith is not only good for the soul but good for the body too. 
 The lawyer in today’s gospel asks that age-old question: what must I do to inherit eternal life?  
That’s not just a question about having a long life or life without end, but is also about a certain quality of life.  
What must we do to lead a full, fulfilled and truly human life?  How do we lead a good life, a happy life?  
How do we achieve our potential?  Faced with the reality of death, how can I ensure that my life has lasting 
meaning and significance? 
 The people of Israel faced exactly that question during their wanderings in the desert.  They had to 
decide what was important in their life together and in their relationship with God.  God offers them 
commandments and laws to help them – not impossible ideals (“not beyond your strength or beyond your 
reach”), but practical guidelines to make their community life peaceful and equitable.  These laws also ensure 
that the people can enjoy a rich and fruitful relationship with God – so that the people can live fully, as God 
intends.  God is not imposing arbitrary rules on the people.  His laws are not so much prescriptive as 
descriptive.  God is quite simply telling the people what will lead to a happy, human, full life. 
 So when the lawyer comes up to Jesus with his question, Jesus simply reminds him of what he already 
knows.  If he wants to live the right quality of life – the kind of life which satisfies the human heart’s longing 
for eternity, for meaning and value – all he needs to do is to follow God’s Law: love God and love his 
neighbor.  “Do this and life is yours”.  But although the lawyer knows the right answer intellectually, he 
obviously has missed the heart of the law.  Because his question, “who is my neighbor?”, is designed to seek a 
restriction: if I have to love my neighbor, who qualifies as such?  The parable of the Good Samaritan reveals 
that for Jesus, if we are to receive God’s gift of eternal life, we need to stop thinking in terms of restrictions 
and limitations, and start loving as God loves – in an open-ended way.  For Jesus a neighbor is never an 
object, always a subject.  I am the neighbor: it is my duty to be a neighbor, to help those in need.  That is the 
way to eternal life. 
 In our own lives, it is so easy to have the lawyer’s attitude – to seek to draw boundaries, to exclude, to 
restrict, to do the minimum.  This is true of our relationship with people, with God, even with ourselves and 
our own bodies.  What do I absolutely have to do and what can I overlook?  Who do I have to take notice of 
and who can I safely ignore?  What is the bottom line? 
 Jesus’ answer is simply that the human heart’s longing for love and for eternal life is boundless, 
limitless, because it is made in the image of God himself.  So, the only way we are going to be able to satisfy 
our “eternal longings” is by loving as God loves – inclusively, generously, and even extravagantly.  
The hallmark of our love is that it should be “with all our heart, with all our soul, with all our strength and 
with all our mind”.  Not a closed love, but an open-ended love.  Such loving may not guarantee a long life on 
earth, but that is how Christ – the image of the unseen God – loves.  That is how Christians – who are the 
images of Christ on earth – are called to love too, not by way of prescription or command, but quite simply 
because that is the only way to inherit eternal life. 
 
         With Love, 
         Father Bob 
         Pastor 
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Invest just five minutes a day, and 
your faith will deepen and grow—a 
day at a time. 
 

SUNDAY, JULY 11, 2010 
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
First things first 
What would happen if you and a whole bunch of other people really 
took to heart these words of scripture: “You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself”? 
What, in other words, would be the result if you and I and lots of others 
put God first in our lives? There would be mutual respect between 
people. The love of God would be lived out. Violence would disappear. 
No one would lack what they need. It sounds too good to be true, but 
with God all things are possible. Do your part and give it your all. 

TODAY’S READINGS: Deuteronomy 30:10-14; Colossians 
1:15-20; Luke 10:25-37 
“Turn to the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul.” 

 
MONDAY, JULY 12 
Conflict may be unavoidable 
Jesus is the Prince of Peace. Yet he himself rejects the idea that his 
teachings will lead to a Pollyanna world of shiny, happy people. Chris-
tianity is not a “nice” religion for “nice” folks. It’s a hefty and chal-
lenging commission to make God’s justice tangible on the planet—as 
the prayer says, “Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” That 
task requires the surrender of power and resources from the grip of the 
mighty into the hands of those who are meek. Are you ready to surren-
der that superior position without a contest? 

TODAY’S READINGS: Isaiah 1:10-17; Matthew 10:34-11:1 
“I have not come to bring peace, but a sword.” 

 
TUESDAY, JULY 13  
FEAST OF HENRY - When church met state 
The feast of Saint Henry (d. 1024) gives us a chance to face the church 
as a political reality. We are far removed from Henry and the first mil-
lennium, yet some of his long-ago actions still affect the church today. 
For example, Henry strongly supported enforced clerical celibacy, not 
for a spiritual purpose but in order that public land and offices that he 
had granted to the church might not be passed on to any clerical de-
scendants. That in turn ensured that the bishops to whom he granted 
these benefits would remain loyal to him, the last of the Holy Roman 
Emperors. Indeed, he was a man of his times, but perhaps Henry 
should be invoked as the patron saint of (and a most excellent reason 
for) the separation of church and state. 

TODAY’S READINGS: Isaiah 7:1-9; Matthew 11:20-24 
“If you do not stand firm in faith, you shall not stand at all.” 

 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 14 
The not-so-invisible God 
If there’s one thing Christians believe above all else, it’s that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God—the Incarnation, God made “visible.” 
Though the Letter to the Hebrews tells us that “faith is the . . . convic-
tion of things not seen” (11:1), we hear from another New Testament 
letter, to the Colossians, how Christ “is the image of the invisible God, 
the firstborn of all creation” (1:15). Another way to say all this is that 
Jesus is the revelation of God: If you want to “see” the invisible God, if 
you want to know who God is, then look to Jesus. Believe in him and 
hear his message of loving God and neighbor with everything you 
have. 

TODAY’S READINGS: Isaiah 10:5-7, 13b-16; Matthew 11:25-27 
“No one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to 
whom the Son chooses to reveal him.” 

 
THURSDAY, JULY 15 
FEAST OF BONAVENTURE, BISHOP, DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH 
Faith seeking understanding 
The play The Million Dollar Saint, written in the mid-1950s, portrays 
Saint Francis of Assisi returning to earth at a Jesuit university and rec-
ommending that they “throw away all books” because intellectual pur-
suits were proud and led to all kinds of evil. Unfortunately the play-
wright misunderstood the saint who actually welcomed eminent theolo-
gians to his humble fraternity. Saint Bonaventure, a near contemporary 
of Francis, studied at the University of Paris, was a distinguished 
thinker, a contemporary of Thomas Aquinas, and became the head of 
the whole Franciscan Order. But Bonaventure’s sharp mind never dis-
suaded him from the primacy of love. Clear thinking and holiness are 
not enemies. In an age of Religion for Dummies, it’s good to be wary 
of simplistic approaches to profoundly complex human questions. We 
didn’t learn all there is to know about faith in kindergarten, and the 
more we know, the more we may love. 

TODAY’S READINGS: Isaiah 26:7-9, 12, 16-19; Matthew 
11:28-30 - “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me.” 

 
FRIDAY, JULY 16  
FEAST OF OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL 
Everyday holiness 
Mount Carmel is located in the Holy Land. A chapel dedicated to the 
Virgin Mary was built there in the 12th century. Devotion to Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel centers on the scapular, which was originally a broad 
piece of cloth worn over the shoulders symbolizing the “yoke of 
Christ.” She promised: “Whosoever dies wearing [the scapular] shall 
not suffer eternal fire. It shall be a sign of salvation, a protection in 
danger and pledge of peace.” By sanctifying almost every aspect of 
human life, sacramentals, like the “Brown Scapular” as it is now 
known—along with holy water and cards, medals and rosaries—bring 
us closer to Jesus. And that is what our faith is all about. 
TODAY’S READINGS: Isaiah 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8; Matthew 12:1-8 

“ ‘I tell you, something greater than the temple is here.’ ” 
 
SATURDAY, JULY 17  
FEAST OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY - How do you see Mary? 
A fair amount of confusion exists around the subject of Marian appari-
tions. Do Catholics believe in them? Perhaps the best answer would be: 
“Some do and some don’t.” In rare cases the Catholic Church may 
judge an apparition to be worthy of belief, but that belief is never re-
quired of Catholics. According to the Marianum Pontifical Institute in 
Rome, of the 295 reported apparitions studied by the Holy See through 
the centuries, only 12 have been approved as worthy of belief. Such an 
apparition is believed to offer evidence of Mary’s continuing presence 
in the life of the church. Whether we choose to believe an apparition or 
not, we can see that Mary offers a timeless witness of the full response 
to God’s plan for our lives: “Thy will be done.” 

TODAY’S READINGS: Micah 2:1-5; Matthew 12:14-21 
“Here is my servant, whom I have chosen.” 

 
©2010 by TrueQuest Communications, L.L.C. PHONE: 800-942-2811; E-MAIL: 
mail@takefiveforfaith.com; WEBSITE: www.TakeFiveForFaith.com. Licensed 
for noncommercial use. All rights reserved. Scripture quotes come from the 
New Revised Standard Version of the Bible. 

 
Contributors: Father Paul Boudreau, Alice Camille, Daniel Grippo, Father Larry 
Janowski, O.F.M., Ann O’Connor, Joel Schorn, Patrice J. Tuohy, and Sister 
Julie Vieira, I.H.M. 
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Reminder: The St. Cletus July 24 SVDP Rummage Sale is just two weeks away!  
Please consult the chart below for details, including drop off-dates, pick-up dates, and volunteer hours.  
 

  
You must call Bob at (708) 839-0345 by July 15 to arrange to have larger items picked up. 

 
If you have further questions, please contact Maureen at (708) 839-0345, Mary Beth Ford at (708) 215-5418, or 
rummagesale@stcletusparish.com.         
        Mary Beth Ford 
        Director of Social Concerns 

Saturday, 
July 17 

 
Pick up hours:    12:00 P.M. – 6:00  P.M. 
Drop off hours:    12:00  P.M. – 6:00  P.M. 

Sunday, 
July 18 

 
Pick up hours:   11 A.M.   –  2:00 P.M. 
Drop off hours:  6:30 A.M.  –  2:30 P.M. 

Monday, 
July 19 

  
Drop off hours:   9:00 A.M. – 6:00 P.M. 

Tuesday, 
July 20 

 
Drop off hours:   9:00 A.M.- 6:00 P.M. 

Wednesday, 
July 21 

 
Drop off hours:   9:00 A.M. - 6:00 P.M. 
LAST DAY TO DONATE! 
  

Thursday, 
July 22 

 
NO DROP OFFS PLEASE 
Volunteer Hours: 12:00 P.M. – 8:30 P.M. 

Friday, 
July 23 

 
NO DROP OFFS PLEASE 
Volunteer Hours:  12:00 P.M. – 8:30 P.M. 

Saturday, 
July 24 

 
SALE DAY!  9:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M. 
Volunteer Hours:   6:30 A.M. – 5:00 P.M. 

Hello St. Cletus Church parishioners,  
 

 My name is Gabe Valdes. I am a St. Cletus graduate and a junior at LTHS.  I am a boy scout in 
Troop 19, working towards becoming an Eagle Scout.  
 At the end of July, I am hosting a school supply drive.  Supplies collected will be given to the clients 
of the St. Cletus Food Pantry.  There will be more details about this drive and what you can do to help in 
next week’s Canticle.  Thank you in advance! 
 

SOCIAL CONCERNS MINISTRY  
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                             FOOD PANTRY UPDATE! 
 
 

Thank you for your generosity in helping us serve our July 8 food distribution clients. Once again we ask your help 
as we restock our shelves and begin making up bags for our next distribution. Here are a few things to keep in 
mind: 
 

•  At this time the most needed staples are dry pinto beans, pasta, meals in a can/box, canned 
 meat, jelly, boxed side dishes, canned fruit and all sizes of diapers. 

•     Our supply of “extras” is also very low. Some favorites include coffee, powdered or       
 evaporated milk, juice, crackers or cookies, baking mixes, oil, toiletries, laundry detergent and dish 
 washing soap. 
• On the weekend, please drop off your donations in the food bins provided in the back of Church. 
 During the week, you may drop off your donations in the food receptacles provided outside the 
 Kindergarten classroom when you come to the 8:00 AM daily Mass, or at the rectory, from  
             8:15 AM-5:00 PM. 
• All non-perishables are greatly appreciated.  Please remember to check expiration dates to avoid 
 out-of-date goods which we cannot use. 
• The Food Pantry distributes groceries from the vestibule of the Church on the second Thursday of 
 each month, from 6:30-8:00 PM.  Our next distribution will be on  August 12. 

    
Thank you for adding a “food pantry” item or two to your shopping list. Your ongoing support is greatly 
appreciated!  If you have any questions, please contact me at (708) 215-5418 or mford@stcletusparish.com.  
       Mary Beth Ford 
       Director of Social Concerns  

 
For those in their 20s and 30s… 

Theology on Tap This Week: 
Sacraments: Sacred Moments and the Ways We Celebrate Them 

Fr. Terry Keehan 
Monday July 12, 2010 

Divine Infant in Westchester 
7:30pm 

 
         Emotionally Intelligent Relationships 

     Fr. Britto Berchmans 
      Tuesday July 13, 2010 

       St. Edmund in Oak Park 
7:30pm 

 
               Bread for the Spiritual Journey: Prayer and Contemplation 

        Sr. Kaye Ashe, OP 
          Wednesday July 14, 2010 

          Dominican University in River Forest 
7:30pm 

 
               Visit www.yamchicago.org for more information. 



 

 

Deacon Jesús Casas visits with Fr. Dan Coughlin, Chaplain of 
the U.S. House of Representatives.  Fr. Coughlin presided at our 
Annual Veterans Mass on July 4.  Lector Bill Bolton awaits the 
processional, led by the American Legion Color Guard, who 
carried flags from each military service. 

Fr. Bob & Fr. Edgar walking towards the 
altar to concelebrate Mass  

with Fr. Dan Coughlin. 
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Military veterans from two wars meet  
outside  of St. Cletus at the  
4th of July Veteran’s Mass 

Photos submitted by Jim Matthews. 

House of Representatives member, Dan Lipinski, 
chats with House Chaplin,  Fr. Dan Coughlin,  before 
the Veterans Mass on the 4th of July. 



 

 

Sunday Collection 
 

Total Active Registered Families           2,564 
        Collection Statistics                                                              Amount Collected                                                        
 # of envelopes used   - this week                      435             
 % of registered families                                    17%              $22,524 Envelope Users 
                                                                                                     2,257          Loose Checks/Cash                                     
July 4, 2010 Budgeted Collection  =  $27,250                       $24,781 
 
                Weekly (Under) Over Budget   ($2,469) 
This Fiscal Year @ 7/04/10                     
Actual Sunday Collections                        $24,781 
Budgeted Sunday Collections                      27,250    
(Under) Over than Budgeted                     $ (2,469) 
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Thank You for your continued generous support.  
Your extra two to three dollars helps the parish 
meet our weekly budgeted needs. 
   Fr. Bob 
   Pastor 

Day/Date 
 

Start 
Time 

Location/ 
Rm. # 

                 Event 

Monday, July 12    

Tuesday, July 13  6:30 p.m. S-213 School Board Development Meeting 

Wednesday, July 14  7:00 p.m. 
 7:30 p.m. 

S-213 
S-200 

Social Concerns Meeting 
Baptismal Prep Class 

Thursday, July 15  7:00 p.m. 
 8:00 p.m. 

S-213 
RB 

SVD Meeting 
AA 

Saturday, July 17    

Sunday, July 18  9:00 a.m. 
 9:00 a.m. 
12:00 p.m. 

S-207 
S-213 
S-Tech Center 

Hispanic Ministry/English Classes/GED 
Hispanic Ministry/English Classes/GED 
Open Tech Lab 

Friday, July 16  7:00 p.m. S-207 Hispanic Ministry Bible Class 

C  
CV 
MH 

Church 
Church Vesti-
bule 
Morrissey 
Hall 

          S 
          RB 
         

        

School 
Rectory Basement 

WEEK AT A GLANCE 

July 1, 2010 is the beginning of the new fiscal year.  The budgeted collection amount has increased to 
$27,250.  An increase in health insurance costs have caused the need for the collection to change.  
The parish staff will continue to make every effort to decrease expenditures whenever possible.   



 

 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
 

St. Cletus Catholic Parish of the Archdiocese of Chicago is a Christian community of believers and followers of 
Christ Jesus.  We call and welcome all to join our family of faith as we seek to live the Gospel values in our daily 
lives, community and world.  We are committed to providing spiritual nourishment through the worship of God, 
celebration of the sacraments, Christian education, and use of our time, talent and treasure in serving others with 
compassion and love. 

MASSES  
Saturday Evening: 5:00pm 
 
Sunday: 7:00am, 8:00am, 9:30am, 
 11:00am, 12:30pm (Spanish) 
 
Weekdays: Mon. thru Sat. 8:00am 
 
Evening before Holy Day: 7:00pm 
 
Holy Day: 6:30am, 8:00am 
 
BAPTISMS    
1st & 3rd Saturday of the month at 11:30am.  Parents must 
be registered parishioners and attend the Baptism 
Preparation class.  Please make arrangements by calling the 
Rectory office (708-352-6209) 
 
WEDDINGS  
Dates and times are reserved for registered parishioners. 
Initial arrangements must be completed five months in 
advance of the wedding date. 
 
HOME/HOSPITAL VISITATION AND 
COMMUNION CALLS  
Please contact the Ministry of Care office (708-215-5407).  
 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AND BENEDICTION    
Adoration begins following the 8:00am Mass and continues 
during the day until 6:15pm the first Monday of the month. 
 
The Chaplet of Divine Mercy is prayed at 6:15pm followed 
by Benediction. 
 
Hispanic Adoration continues from 7:00pm until 8:00pm. 
 
CONFESSIONS  
Confessions every Saturday of the month: 4:15-4:45pm.  
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PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
 

 
Chairperson:     Rita F. Mayer  
Vice - Chairperson:    Jim Ryva 
Recording Secretary:    Xavier Polanski 
Corresponding Secretary:  Elizabeth Goellner-McLean 
Worship Ministry:   Colleen Hagen 
    Justin Sisul  
Finance Liaison:   Brian Kapusta  
Parish at Large:     Joe Bamberger 
Youth Ministry:    Dawn Dion  
Education Ministry:    Anne Babirak (School) 
          George Pach  (Rel. Ed.) 
Pastoral Care Ministry:   Stuart Heyes  
    Xavier Polanski 
Development Ministry:    Ed Burke 
    Tom Finucane   
Staff Representative:    TBA 
Hispanic Ministry:    Silvia Casas  
             Fuldencio Torres 
Social Concerns:   Dick Ford 
    Jim Ryva 
Technology Representative: Julie Lenz 
Parish Life:   Lori Ashe 
    Fr. Edgar Rodriguez 

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS  
Monday thru Saturday:  9:00am-5:00pm  
Sunday:   8:00am-1:00pm 

SUMMER PROJECTS UPDATE! 
 

 The bases for the light poles have 
been installed and the light poles should be 
completed within the next week. 
 Temporary lighting has been 
installed in the church and the electricians 
continue to work on changing the very old 
wiring.  We are working with ComEd to 
schedule that project for the Fall. 
 Please check the Canticle weekly 
for updates.  
   Debbie Lestarczyk 
   Business Manager 
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