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Mass Intentions for the Week of October 19 - October 25, 2009
Day

Time

Intentions

Monday

8:00 a.m.

Purgatorial Society - Jozef Slowik, James Slowik, Johnston Family

Tuesday

8:00 a.m.

Joseph Vieceli

Wednesday

8:00 a.m.

Pauline Cuttill

Thursday

8:00 a.m.

Frank Wojcik

Friday

8:00 a.m.

Purgatorial Society - Ramona M. Syms, Erik Geyer

Saturday

8:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.

Joseph Rossi, Stan Mokrycki, Marcie Johnson, Arlene Bozek, Joseph Rossi
Al Cooke, Stephan Grzelinski, Ed Smithy, Walter Maveety, Stanley Pawlowicz,
Rita Jean Schmid

Sunday

7:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

La Verne Phillips, Frances & Alberet Jachimek
Frank Baggio, Sam & Maria Scopelliti
Michael Hofstetter, Rose Mary Ptak
Timothy Benrus, Irene Pollina, Lou Kadlec, William Beyer
Souls in Purgatory

Please pray for those who have
died and their families…
Lorraine Dudek
Anne T. Callahan,
mother of Fran Knezevic

Please remember our sick in your prayers:
Gen Andorf, Rich Andorf, Dolores Duda,
Betty Jo Boden, Sherry Sumner, Patricia
Swain, Rene Quiňones, Patricia Krieger, Bernice Hyatt,
Norma Evans, Bob Reichl, Therese Wess,
Marguerite May, Scott May, Dr. Karen Chermel,
Denise Kuchta, Anna Ciszek, Roberta Zeman,
James Prucha, Emma Fontana, Mark Ronchetti,
Kathryn Super-Wilson, Larry Rincon, Joseph Fajdich,
Betty Niwa, Donal Fox, Sister Arlene Gibson,
Marilyn Matesevac, Ruth Calandriello. Also pray for
our parishioners who are in nursing homes or are
homebound and unable to attend Mass. Please know
we pray daily for the sick and dying.

WINDOWS INTO HEAVEN
St. Rose of Lima
1586-1617
Rose of Lima was the first canonized saint of the
Americas. She was born in Peru, but as her family fell
into financial trouble, she committed herself to help
supporting them through gardening and sewing, thereby,
forfeiting any chance for going to school. She was known
for her beauty, but to avoid becoming vain, she did severe
penances to lessen it. Her family tried to force her into
marrying for money but she refused and suffered their
ridicule and alienation. She became a member of the
Third Order of St. Dominic and took St. Catherine of
Siena as the model for her life. She spent much of her
time doing penance and prayer. Rose’s love for God led
her to love the poor. In her parents’ home, she set up a
room to care for homeless children, the elderly and the
sick. This was a beginning of social services in Peru.
In the last years of her life, Rose became very ill.
When she died at 31, she was widely known and loved by
both rich and poor. She had one characteristic of all
saints – the suffering of opposition – and another
characteristic, which is more for admiration than for
imitation – excessive mortification.
Rose is the patron of florists, gardeners, Peru,
Central and South America, the Philippines and India.
Her feast day is August 23.

Reminder: The Woman Care Services will be collecting the Baby Bottles at all Masses next weekend,
October 24/25. Thank you for your contributions and for being a life saver.

Marianne & Wayne Hamilton
St. Cletus Committee for Respect Life Activities
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NOTES FROM FATHER BOB…
Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Jesus has made his third and most detailed prophecy of his Passion. The Son of Man is going to be handed
over to the chief priests and the scribes, and eventually he will be condemned to death. We might have thought that by
this time the Twelve would be beginning at least to understand if not accept this message. Not a bit of it: James and
John approach Jesus and want a special favor. They want positions of power. But the only thing Jesus can offer them
is a share in his sufferings, to drink from the cup he will drink from and be baptized in his baptism of suffering. To any
other fantasy they may have Jesus responds with stern negatives. To their initial request he replies that they do NOT
know what they are asking. Again, to grant the positions they request is NOT within his power. Then, turning to the
rest of the Twelve, who are muttering at the brothers’ audacity, Jesus insists that the ways of the pagans, which is
lording it over others, must NOT happen among them. It is not the way of the true disciples. Rather their aim must be
to be of service to others, just as Jesus himself has come to be of service and even give up his life to bring about others’
redemption. John and James claim to be able to follow in the footsteps of Jesus, but the events of his Passion, when
“all his disciples deserted him and ran away”, show that their eyes are still blinded to reality. Later, of course, the
disciples will follow the road Jesus has shown them, but it will be a long learning curve for them.
If we are honest, this severe central tenet of Christ’s teaching proves a long learning curve for us as well.
We live in a world that loves comfort and praises the attainment of material wealth, fame and security. There are still
rewards for public service, and latest figures show a remarkable percentage of people claiming to spend regular time in
voluntary work in order to help their neighbor and the community in some way. But these latter people are not the ones
the media constantly hold before our eyes for admiration and envy. Perhaps their lives are too unexciting and
insufficiently lurid. But if we are to follow Jesus along the road to Jerusalem, then our eyes need to be focused on what
we can do in service rather than on what is going to make us richer or more highly regarded. Here too there may be the
temptation to wish to be seen doing good rather than a genuine concern with doing it. To keep us on the right track we
always need the moment of honest reflection when we monitor whether what we are doing really helps those we are
aiming to serve or whether our activities are aimed at earning us brownie points on some divine scale of our own
devising. We too can be Sons of Zebedee, promising everything but really only for ulterior motives. The desire to sit on
the right hand of the master dies hard, but the mixture of the stern negatives from Jesus and his constant support for
the true way forward can remove even the greatest obstacles.
FISCAL REPORT FOR YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2009

During all the Masses this weekend, we will discuss the parish’s financial results and condition for this past
year. Just as many of you have suffered economic difficulty throughout the last year, so has our parish.
The parish collections for this past year have declined by 6%. In response to this decrease in revenue we
reduced church expenses by $96,000 and our support to the school was cut by $77,000. Even with these cost savings,
our parish ended the year with a deficit of $95,000.
For this current year 2009-2010, all parish employees’ salaries have been frozen and many hourly employees
have had their hours cut. Each church department has reduced their budgets by 10% or more.
Since our new fiscal year began we have seen a continuation of the decline in weekly offertory collections.
Good stewardship asks us to review our yearly income and then return to God some percentage of our blessings.
Our Catholic concept of stewardship suggests a gift of 2½% of our income (the equivalent of an hours pay) be shared
with our parish, and a similar amount with other worthy charities.
We ask those of you who are able, to increase your weekly contribution by $2 or $3. If you can afford a larger
increase, you can help compensate for those unable to manage an increase at this time. It is hoped that your increase
will help prevent a deficit in this year’s operating budget. We appreciate your sincere review of your contributions to
our parish. You can be sure we will continue to work hard to keep our parish expenses controlled while attempting to
continue to provide for all the ministerial needs of our parish.
Thank you for all your contributions of time, talent, and treasure that you have so faithfully provided to the
financial health of our parish community.
Blessings Always,

Father Bob
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SOCIAL CONCERNS MINISTRY
FOOD PANTRY
A special thank you to all who donated time, talent
and/or treasure to the October food distribution. As we
approach the winter months, especially in such difficult
economic times, our need increases. Fortunately so does the
generosity of our parish and friends. Both the clients and
volunteers of the St. Cletus Food Pantry deeply appreciate
the continuing show of support from our parish and the
local community.
As we begin restocking our pantry shelves, here are a few
things to remember:
•

•

•

•

•

Our staple items include rice, pinto beans, pasta,
pasta sauce, canned tomatoes, meals in a can/box,
canned meats, soup, peanut butter, jelly, canned
fruit and vegetables, tuna, macaroni & cheese,
cereal, and paper goods.
Some favorite extras include coffee, tea, juice,
powdered or evaporated milk, oatmeal, crackers or
cookies, all sizes of diapers, toiletries, laundry
detergent and dish washing soap.
All non-perishables are greatly appreciated. Please
remember to check expiration dates to avoid out of
date goods which we cannot use.
These items can be dropped off in the designated
food bins located in Madonna della Strada shrine in
the Church vestibule. You can bring them when
you come to Mass over the weekend, or daily, from
7:45 A.M. until 4:00 P.M.
The Food Pantry distributes groceries from the
vestibule of the Church on the second Thursday of
each month, from 6:30-8:00 P.M. Our next
distribution will be on November 12.

CROP WALK REMINDER
Walkers, don’t forget that today, October 18, is the
annual La Grange/Western Springs CROP Hunger Walk
(Communities Responding to Overcome Poverty), which
steps off from the 1st Presbyterian Church of La Grange,
with registration beginning at 1:15 P.M. Be sure to bring
your pledge envelope with the donations you have
collected. Thank you for representing our parish in this
community effort to fight poverty!

October 18, 2009

AZTEC CUSTOMS JOIN THE
CATHOLIC CHURCH
In the 1500's, Spaniards arrived in Mexico and
brought along their Christian beliefs and traditions.
They “viewed death as the end of life,” while the
Aztecs believed that "life was a dream and only in
death did they become truly awake". The Aztecs
believed in honoring the dead, through a month long
ritual "during the Aztec month of Miccailhuitontli".
Because the Spaniards wanted to convert the Aztecs
to Catholicism, they tried to abolish the rituals
dedicated to the dead. Spanish priests abhorred that
the Aztecs celebrated the dead during a non-Christian
celebration. However, attempts to abolish the Aztecs’
festivities and traditions failed, so "the Spaniards
moved the Aztecs’ rituals so that they coincided with
All Saints’ Day and All Souls’ Day (November 1/2)”.
Spanish priests, therefore, attempted to blend the
Aztecs’ customs with Catholic Christianity. All
Saints’ Day became a time to celebrate and “honor the
saints of the Catholic Church,” while All Souls’ Day
was a “time to pray for the souls of the departed”.
Despite the Spaniards attempts to eradicate the
Aztecs’ customs by linking their rituals with Catholic
holidays, the celebrations continue to focus on
remembering and honoring the spirits of the dead.
Day of the Dead is a holiday in Mexico and other
countries of Central America during which families
build and decorate altares (altars) in honor of the
dead. Families also visit the cemetery to decorate the
graves of the dead. Preparation for Day of the Dead
may take a few weeks, but families believe in taking
time to remember and honor the dead. After the food
is cooked, the candles are lit, the graves are decorated,
and the altars are completed, families are prepared for
the arrival of the spirits on November 1/2.
This year the Liturgical and parish ministries
of the Hispanic Community of Saint Cletus
are working very hard to build a series of
“Altares, Altarcitos y Ofrendas” in Morrissey Hall.
We will proudly present this part of the Hispanic
Culture to the entire community of Saint Cletus on
October 31 and November 1, at 5:00 P.M. Everybody
is welcome to come and experience this unique way
of celebrating death in Mexico and other countries of
Central America.

Mary Beth Ford

Deacon Jesús Casas

Social Concerns

Hispanic Ministry
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Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen
and grow—a day at a time.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2009
TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
A friend indeed
Have you ever thought or been told that some difficult situation you
are facing is “God’s will”? What does that say about the kind of God
we believe in? After all, if a friend regularly—and purposefully—
hurts us and simply explains that he or she does so for our own good,
would we really want to continue a relationship with that person?
Why would we think God is like this supposedly helpful friend?
Scripture shows us a God who is there not to help us build character
but to love and cherish us. God says, unequivocally, “I came to give
my life for you.” In difficult times we may want to consider not why
God is letting something happen to us but how God is working to
help us through it.
TODAY’S READINGS: Isaiah 53:10-11; Hebrews 4:14-16;
Mark 10:35-45 or 10:42-45
“For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve,
and to give his life a ransom for many.”
MONDAY, OCTOBER 19 - No fooling
Recent books like Jack Miles’ God: A Biography trace the changing
image of God in Hebrew scripture, pointing out that God is
presented in radically different ways. While God is often seen as
angry at sin, though, it is in the New Testament that God directly
calls a human being a fool! What persuades God to such an insult,
however, is an ancient problem: a person who is so self-involved that
they have no sense of life’s fragility, no sense of compassion for
others, no sense of gratitude toward God. Building up stock in
wealth, in stuff, seems logical in a world that judges on the basis of
“who has the most toys when they die.” To God, however, that is the
height of folly, and God is not afraid to call a fool a fool.
TODAY’S READINGS: Romans 4:20-25; Luke 12:13-21
“You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you.”
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20
FEAST OF PAUL OF THE CROSS, PRIEST
A passion for compassion
While a young man, Saint Paul of the Cross was unsure which
direction his life should take—a military or business career?
Marriage? Then one day he was listening to a homily on the
sufferings of Jesus, and it all made sense to him: He would redirect
his life to bring others the message of God’s love expressed in
Christ’s Passion. He desired to form a community of the like-minded
to pursue this mission, but he had to wait more than two decades—
years he spent as a hospital chaplain and traveling preacher—before
the church officially gave him permission to found a religious order,
the Passionists. It can take time to find one’s calling and be
confirmed in it. But the satisfaction is worth the wait.
TODAY’S READINGS: Romans 5:12, 15b, 17-19, 20b-21;
Luke 12:35-38
“More surely will those who receive the abundance of grace
and the free gift of righteousness exercise dominion in life.”
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the moral critique of those around us? We might be surprised and not
at all pleased with the feedback. Thankfully, Christianity doesn’t rely
on external judgment; Jesus even warned against judging others. But
we are encouraged to perform our own regular examination of
conscience. For everything that we have—life and love, relationships
and resources, talent and time—we will one day be accountable.
TODAY’S READINGS: Romans 6:12-18; Luke 12:39-48
“From everyone to whom much has been given, much will
be required.”
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22 - All fired up
Jesus shocks his disciples—and many of us as well, no doubt—when
he declares that he came not to establish peace but rather division, to
“set the earth on fire.” What kind of fire did he have in mind? Fire in
biblical times was associated with God’s action in the world and the
lives of people. Jesus is using strong language to impress upon us the
importance of taking responsibility for our spiritual growth. Do our
relationships, choices, lifestyles, and loyalties reflect the seriousness
of the call to spiritual maturity? If not, what can we do today to
begin to put things right?
TODAY’S READINGS: Romans 6:19-23; Luke 12:49-53
“Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the
earth?”
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23
FEAST OF JOHN OF CAPISTRANO, PRIEST
From politico to saint
Wouldn’t you love to see some of our politicians dressed in rags and
paraded through town sitting backwards on a donkey? In 1416 the
governor of Perugia made just such a ride, much to the delight and
jeers of the citizens. But it wasn’t for messing up the economy. The
governor was renouncing his position to join the Franciscans, and the
ride was his act of public humility following the example of Saint
Francis. The ex-gov, John of Capistrano, went on to preach against
errors and heresies all over Italy and Europe and became a great
saint. Are there any politicians you know who could do that?
TODAY’S READINGS: Romans 7:18-25a; Luke 12:54-59
“For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want
is what I do.”
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24 - Decisions, decisions
One of the choices life offers is whether to let God be part of your
life. Of course God is always present, within you and around you,
but you can choose to ignore, shut out, or pretend God isn’t there.
Saint Paul called this “I don’t need God attitude” living in “the
flesh” and believed this illusion of self-sufficiency hid the road to
death. Openness to the divine, though—to the power and Spirit of
Christ—guides you to life in God. Find some ways to choose God
today.
TODAY’S READINGS: Romans 8:1-11; Luke 13:1-9
“If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he
who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal
bodies.”
©2009 by TrueQuest Communications, L.L.C. PHONE: 800-942-2811; EMAIL: mail@takefiveforfaith.com; WEBSITE: www.TakeFiveForFaith.com.
Licensed for noncommercial use. All rights reserved. Scripture quotes
come from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21 - What are you driving at?
On the back of countless trucks on our highways appears the curious Contributors: Father Paul Boudreau, Alice Camille, Daniel Grippo,
inquiry: “How is my driving?” The accompanying number to call
Father Larry Janowski, O.F.M., Ann O’Connor, Sean Reynolds, Joel
invites our critique. What if we all came equipped with signs inviting Schorn, Patrice J. Tuohy, and Sister Julie Vieira, I.H.M.
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Sunday Collection
Total Active Registered Families
Collection Statistics
# of envelopes used - this week
% of registered families

2,503
Amount Collected
628
25%

$20,258
2,130
$22,388

October 11, 2009 Budgeted Collection = $26,750

Envelope Users
Loose Checks/Cash

Weekly (Under) Over Budget
($4,362)
This Fiscal Year @ 10/11/09
Actual Sunday Collections
$369,789
Budgeted Sunday Collections
401,250
(Under) Over than Budgeted
$(31,461)

Day/Date

Start
Time

Location/
Rm. #

Event

Monday, Oct. 19

8:30 p.m.

MH

Men’s BB

Tuesday, Oct.20

6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

RB
MH

Finance Council Meeting
REO, Reconciliation
Parent Meeting

6:30 p.m.

RB
S-213

Mission Ladies
School FSA Meeting

Thursday, Oct. 22

5:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:45 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

S-Music
S-Music
S-Music
S-Music
S-200
S-200
S-Comp. Lab

Children’s Choir
Youth Choir
Contemporary Choir
Chancel Choir
AA Meeting
YM Kairos Retreat Meeting
Technology Class

Friday, Oct. 23

6:00 p.m.
2:15 p.m.

Hispanic Ministry Choir

7:00 p.m.

S-Music
MH-Lobby
S-207

Saturday, Oct. 24

5:00 p.m.
9:00-11:00 a.m.

CVS
S-200 & 201

Baby Bottle Collection
Resume Review

Sunday, Oct. 25

8:00 a.m. - 12 Noon

CVS

Baby Bottle Collection

C
CV
MH

Church

S

Church Vestibule

RB

Wednesday, Oct. 21 9:00 a.m.

Morrissey Hall

MANNA
Hispanic Ministry Bible Class

School
Rectory Basement

PC Basics I and II Tech Course – Seats Still Available!
Become comfortable with your computer and learn the
basics. Seats are still available for our Basic I and II courses on October 22
and 29 from 7:00-8:30 p.m. Sign up sheets are available in the back of
church or on our website. Questions? Call the IT Department at (708) 2155420.

TODAY IS WORLD MISSION

SUNDAY

Let us pray at this Mass for all who
long to hear the hope-filled, life-giving
message of Jesus’ love and salvation.
Let us offer generous financial help to the
Society for the Propagation of the Faith in
support of the service of priests, religious
and lay catechists in more than 1,150 local
churches throughout Africa, Asia, the
Pacific Islands and remote regions of Latin
America. Envelopes are available in the
pews.
ST. CLETUS

BOOK CLUB
will meet to discuss
“The Guernsey Literary and
Potato Peel Pie Society”
by Ann Shaffer & Annie Barrows
Wednesday, October 28, 2009
7:00 p.m.
Room 98 (Kindergarten)
flag pole entrance
All are welcome!
Info: r.maday@yahoo.com
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PARISH MISSION STATEMENT

St. Cletus Catholic Parish of the Archdiocese of Chicago is a Christian community of believers and followers of

Christ Jesus. We call and welcome all to join our family of faith as we seek to live the Gospel values in our daily
lives, community and world. We are committed to providing spiritual nourishment through the worship of God,

celebration of the sacraments, Christian education and use of our time, talent and treasure in serving others with
compassion and love.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

MASSES
Saturday Evening: 5:00pm
Sunday: 7:00am, 8:00am, 9:30am,
11:00am, 6:00pm (Spanish)
Weekdays: Mon., thru Sat., 8:00am
Evening before Holy Day: 7:00pm
Holy Day: 6:30am, 8:00am

BAPTISMS
1st & 3rd Sunday of the month at 1:00pm. Parents must be
registered parishioners and attend the Baptism Preparation
Class. Please make arrangements by calling the Rectory
office (708-352-6209)

Co-Chairpersons:
Vice - Chairperson:
Recording Secretary:
Corresponding Secretary:
Worship Ministry:
Finance Liaison:
Parish at Large:
Youth Ministry:
Education Ministry:
Pastoral Care Ministry:

WEDDINGS

Development Ministry:

Dates and times are reserved for registered parishioners.
Initial arrangements must be completed five months in
advance of the wedding date.

Staff Representative:
Hispanic Ministry:

HOME/HOSPITAL VISITATION AND
COMMUNION CALLS
Please contact the Ministry of Care office (708-215-5407).

Social Concerns:
Technology Representative:
Parish Life:

Anne Babirak,
Tom Finucane
Rita Mayer
Xavier Polanski
Lori Ashe
Elizabeth Goellner-McLean
Justin Sisul
Brian Kapusta
Joe Bamberger
Rita F. Mayer
Dawn Dion
Anne Babirak, (School)
George Pach (Rel. Ed.)
Stuart Heyes
Xavier Polanski
Ed Burke
Tom Finucane
Jolene Hillgoth
Silvia Casas
Ignacio Saavedra
Dick Ford
Jim Ryva
Julie Lenz
Lori Ashe
Fr. Edgar Rodriguez

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AND BENEDICTION
Adoration begins following the 8:00am Mass and continues
during the day until 6:15pm the first Monday of the Month.
The Chaplet of Divine Mercy is prayed at 6:15pm followed
by Benediction.
Hispanic Adoration continues from 7:00pm until 8:00pm.

CONFESSIONS
Confessions every Saturday of the month 4:15-4:45pm.

Rectory Office Hours
(708) 352-6209
Monday thru Saturday: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sunday: 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

CASH & CARRY MANNA
THIS WEEKEND!
MANNA will be available after all Masses in the church
vestibule THIS WEEKEND, October 17/18. October is
a perfect month to purchase gift cards for some
‘spooktacular’ stores! Any questions please call ErinRhoads 708-588-0510 or Leslie Doherty 708-482-0257.

BULLETIN ARTICLES
The deadline for Canticle article
submission is 5:00pm Friday, one full
week prior to Sunday’s publication.
Articles may be submitted electronically
to pdrobny@stcletusparish.com.

