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Day Time Intentions 

Monday  8:00am Purgatorial Society  

Tuesday  8:00am Phyllis Prevenas, Michael Maly 

Wednesday  8:00am Philip Jeffrey 

Thursday  8:00am Mary Ricciardone, Calandriello Family, Adam & Marie Pietrzak, Thomas Robinson 

Friday  8:00am Purgatorial Society - Frank Wojcik, Nan Rettig 

Saturday  8:00am 
 5:00pm 

Beatrice Connelly, George O’Connell 
George Kessler, Reno Toci, Bronis Lucrak, Belfonte Pieri 

Sunday   7:00am 
  8:00am 
  9:30am 
11:00am 
  6:00pm 

Marco & Emilia Rattin, Brian Luczak 
Frank Baggio 
Jack Lewis, Ronald Novotny, Mary Poropat, Megan Huckes 
Adrian Murphy, Thomas Neill, Ken Plesha 
Souls in Purgatory 

   
 
   Please Pray for Our Deceased    

      and Their families… 
  

     Patricia Sorrells, 
      mother of Debra Campbell 

 
 Jane H. Eckmark, 

      mother of Kary Eckmark 
       

May God Grant Them Eternal Rest. 
Amen. 

 

Kelly Gallagher 
& 

Chris Charlesworth 
 

Molly Kirk 
& 

Robert Parlier 

         
 WELCOME SUNDAY NEXT WEEKEND 

 
 Welcome to all St. Cletus newcomers.  
Registration is available next weekend, 
October 3/4, after the 5:00pm Saturday Mass and 
the 7:00, 8:00, 9:30 and 11:00am Sunday 
Masses.  Please stop by the back of church, say 
hello, and become members. 

Baptism 
 
  St. Cletus Parish Welcomes… 

 
Connor Lucas Mateja, 

son of Thomas & Amy (Egan) Mateja 
 

Brady Matthew O’Connell, 
son of Matthew & Kellene (Cada) O’Connell 

                
   To the Catholic Faith through the 

Sacrament of Baptism. 
 

May God’ Love Always Bless Them. 
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NOTES FROM FATHER BOB… 
TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
 The house of Judah Ben Hur was noble and wealthy.  It sat in the heart of Jerusalem, at the center of 
Jewish life.  Even though they were ruled by Rome, this Jewish family knew what it was to have pride and 
privilege.  They were well born and well off. 
 However, through a series of misfortunes and calamities, the house of Judah Ben Hur collapses.  
His mother and his sister were sent to the dungeons, where they eventually contract the disease of leprosy.  
Judah himself – played in the famous film by Charlton Heston – is condemned to serve as a slave in the 
Roman galleys.  Chained to fellow prisoners, Ben Hur is forced to march to his doom.  On the way they stop 
for a rest in a village, and a local man, quiet and strong, comes to give a cup of cold water to the tired and 
exhausted prisoner.  Ben Hur looks up to see who is being kind to him and finds himself gazing into the eyes 
of Jesus of Nazareth.  This moment stays with him forever.  He will never forget the kindness, the cup of 
water, or the face of the man who gave it to him. 
 Years later, when Ben Hur is restored to life and honor and position, he returns to Jerusalem and to 
his old family house.  One day a noisy procession passes in the street as a man is jostled and pushed along to 
his public execution, carrying a cross.  Filled with compassion for the prisoner, so condemned, Ben Hur 
moved forward to help and lift the fallen man.  Their eyes meet, and once again Judah Ben Hur is looking 
into the eyes of Jesus of Nazareth.  The helper has become the victim. 
 As Jesus passes on his way to Calvary, his shadow falls across two leper women in that crowd, the 
mother and sister of Judah Ben Hur, and they healed of their disease. 
 In this powerful scene we see played out the words of Jesus, ‘If anyone gives you a cup of water to 
drink, she/he will most certainly not lose her/his reward.’  The presence of Christ is a healing presence.  
The kindness of Ben Hur in running to help a fallen man is rewarded immediately in the healing of his 
family. 
 This drama plays out for us an everlasting truth.  Every good deed, even the least, will be remembered 
and rewarded.  God is faithful, and God is generous.  Equally, every deed, every wrongdoing, even the least, 
will also be remembered and must be answered for.  And because the Lord loves us, he warns us.  Get rid of 
evil in your life NOW.  Don’t wait until it is too late, until it gets a hold of you.  It is vivid and demanding 
language that Jesus uses, but we know that he is not literally telling us to cut off our hands and feet or tear 
out our eyes.  He is telling us to CUT OUT the things which give scandal to others and hinder them on their 
journey. 
 Life is a great drama, and it is a story of good and evil.  The struggle for joy and happiness, the 
tragedies of sorrow and sin, are played out everyday, everywhere.  This is no pointless tale, told by an idiot, 
signifying nothing.  It is the story of God’s love for you and me and everyone.  It is the story of our journey 
through life. 
 In our television age, we watch so many stories unfolding all around us, stories of war and violence; 
we tend to forget that we are IN these stories.  They are our stories.  What happens to the people who share 
this world and this time with us is part of my story. 
 As people pass by ‘in my village’ it is possible for me to give them a cup of water to help them on their 
way.  With that cup comes the kindness, the care, the comfort, and the companionship we all seek in this life.  
We have riches to give to each other. 
 As people fall under the crosses they carry, I can reach down to help them.  Looking into their eyes 
I may see the eyes of Jesus of Nazareth. 
 And who knows, the shadows of other people’s gentle presence in my own life may bring healing to 
me, and restore my heart and my house. 
 Then we will not lose the reward. 
        In the shadow of God, 
        Father Bob 
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Envelopes are available in the pews.  Thank 
you for your generosity! 



 

 

September 27, 2009     Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time                Page Five 

 
Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen 
and grow—a day at a time. 
 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2009 
TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Universal acceptance 
Religious traditions have a funny habit of condemning all other 
traditions. It wasn’t that long ago that Catholics consigned all Protestants 
to hell, and vice versa. Some of us can even remember when it was 
considered a sin for parishioners of the Irish church to go across the 
street to the Italian church, or the Polish church, or the German church, 
or whatever the other church was. But Jesus taught extraordinary 
tolerance and acceptance of everyone of good will. We embrace our 
faith, but not to the rejection of Jews, Muslims, other Christians, or even 
nonbelievers. We’re all in this together. 

TODAY’S READINGS: Numbers 11:25-29; James 5:1-6; Mark 
9:38-43, 45, 47-48 
“Whoever is not against us is for us.” 

 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28  
FEAST OF WENCESLAUS, MARTYR - A legend in our own time 
Legend surrounds the brief life of Saint Wenceslaus I, Duke of Bohemia 
(907-935), originally venerated because of his martyrdom but most 
remembered today because of a Christmas carol from the 16th century 
that celebrated him as a model of generosity. Separating fact from fiction 
may be difficult after 1,000 years, but your own track record with regard 
to generosity should be easier to tally. Will anyone sing praises of your 
generosity a millennium from now? A hundred years? Ten minutes after 
you are gone? If not, what can you do today to start building your own 
lasting legacy? 

TODAY’S READINGS: Zechariah 8:1-8; Luke 9:46-50 
“The least among all of you is the greatest.” 

 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 
FEAST OF MICHAEL, GABRIEL, AND RAPHAEL, ARCHANGELS 
Which side is God on? 
The Bible sometimes reads like a chapter from Dungeons and Dragons. 
In the apocalyptic passages of Daniel and the Book of Revelation we 
meet serpents, angels, ancient ones, prophets, and warriors. These 
characters are set against a backdrop of fire, war, struggle, truth, and 
deceit. Such images paint a picture of a God who shows love by crushing 
the enemies of God’s people. This is a God who takes sides. Such 
images may shock us because we tend not to associate God’s love with 
violence or conflict. We live in a world that is deeply interconnected, 
one in which we can see the human suffering on all sides as a result of 
violent conflict. What images of God are needed today? What image 
might we have when we consider that God is on everybody’s side? 

TODAY’S READINGS: Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 or Revelation 12:7-
12a; John 1:47-51 
“War broke out in heaven; Michael and his angels fought 
against the dragon.” 

 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30  
FEAST OF JEROME, PRIEST, DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH—Wise talk 
A 98-year-old woman recently expressed surprise at the tone of modern 
public discourse. All the antagonism, accusation, and aggression! “After 
a century, you learn there are no sides to take,” she reflected, “no 
divisions, no right and wrong people. You just see people. You just hear 
their fear.” Saint Jerome agreed that respecting the humanity of others is 
key. He noted: “Where there is no honor, there is contempt; where there  
is contempt, insult is frequent; where there is insult, there is indignation; 
where there is indignation, there is no rest.” Want peace? Start with 
respect. 

TODAY’S READINGS: Nehemiah 2:1-8; Luke 9:57-62 
“Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and 
proclaim the kingdom of God.” 

 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1  
FEAST OF THÉRÈSE OF THE CHILD JESUS, VIRGIN, DOCTOR OF THE 
CHURCH - Walk with me 
Today we honor Saint Thérèse of Lisieux, beloved for her “Little Way,” 
which has encouraged countless “ordinary people” doing ordinary things 
on the road to sanctity. Thérèse lived in a Carmelite convent with her 
older sister Pauline, who was “like a second mother,” Thérèse wrote. 
Pauline was with Thérèse throughout her brief life, illness, and death at 
the tender age of 24. It is no accident that Jesus sent out his disciples in 
pairs. Having a spiritual companion, as Thérèse did, can be of great help 
and comfort on the sometimes difficult spiritual journey. Cultivate 
spiritual friendships in your own life. 
TODAY’S READINGS: Nehemiah 8:1-4a, 5-6, 7b-12; Luke 10:1-12 

“Other disciples . . . he sent ahead of him in pairs.” 
 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2  
FEAST OF THE GUARDIAN ANGELS 
Saved by an angel 
Joan Wester Anderson has been writing about angels since 1989 after 
her son was mysteriously rescued from a devastating snow storm on 
Christmas Eve. That experience resulted in her first book of true stories 
of remarkable encounters with angels, Where Angels Walk. Since then 
she has written many more books on the subject, and all of them offer 
spine-tingling, inspiring tales of ordinary people who have been rescued, 
healed, comforted, and sheltered by heavenly visitors. These amazing 
stories make the case that every one of us has a guardian angel and that 
we are constantly being guided, guarded, and protected by these 
messengers from God. 

TODAY’S READINGS: Baruch 1:15-22; Matthew 18:1-5, 10 
“Take care that you do not despise one of these little ones; for, 
I tell you, their angels continually see the face of my Father in 
heaven.” 

 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3  
Crossing the bridge 
A prayer of Jesus recorded in all three synoptic gospels catches him in a 
kind of ecstasy, thrilled that the gulf between God and humanity is being 
bridged, and he is the bridge! Jesus acknowledges that “no one knows 
the Father but the Son,” which is certainly wonderful for Jesus, but if it 
were left there we’d still be on the outside looking in. Then comes that 
little word—“and.” No one knows God but Jesus himself, “and anyone 
to whom the Son wishes to reveal him.” That’s us! Jesus’ whole mission 
was to show us both who God is (loving Parent) and what God is like 
(full of justice and mercy). Jesus looks at the likes of you and me and 
says, “Blessed are the eyes that see what you see, the ears that hear what 
you hear.” We’re blessed indeed when we look to Jesus to show us, 
again and again, who God really is. 

TODAY’S READINGS: Baruch 4:5-12, 27-29; Luke 10:17-24 
“All things have been handed over to me by my Father.” 
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FOOD PANTRY 
 
Our next monthly food distribution is on October 8, and we are scrambling to make up the bags needed. 
Remember, it’s as easy as 1-2-3 to make a difference by donating non-perishables to the pantry. 
 

   1.  When you go to the grocery store this week, just pick up an item or two for the Food Pantry. 
   2.  (a)  Pick something from our “most needed at this time” list: 

  Meals in a can/box, canned meats, cereal, boxed side dishes, canned fruit, jelly, paper goods 
  (b)  Or select something from our list of other needed staples: 
  Rice, dry pinto beans, soup, peanut butter, pasta and pasta sauce, canned vegetables,  and tuna 
  Extras, such as crackers, coffee, juice, tea, etc. 

 
   ***Of course, all in-date non perishables are always appreciated*** 

 
3.  Drop off your donations in the food bins in the Church vestibule when you come to Mass this weekend  
     or daily 7:45 AM – 4:00 PM. 

 
Thank you for adding St. Cletus Food Pantry items to your regular shopping list!!! 

 
CROP Walk 
 
Please mark your calendars now and gather together with family, friends and neighbors to join in the 26th annual 
La Grange/Western Springs CROP Walk (Communities Responding to Overcome Poverty) on Sunday, 
October  8, 2009 at 1:30 PM. The 5K walk begins at the 1st Presbyterian Church of La Grange.  Last year our 
Food Pantry benefited directly from this walk with a generous check for $1250. Help us to make this year’s 
CROP  walk even more successful. Our goal is to increase both the number of walkers and donations…
your participation will make a difference! More details about the walk can be found on 
www.lagrangewesternspringscropwalk.org.  Please contact me at (708)215-5418 or 
mford@stcletusparish.com to register and receive a  walker packet, or if you would like to make a monetary 
donation to sponsor a walker. Thank you! 
 
Reminder…Save the Date, Wednesday, October 7, for the BEDS Plus Information and Volunteer  Orientation 
Meeting , held in Room 207, St. Cletus Education Building.  BEDS Plus provides emergency overnight shelter 
and assistance towards self-sufficiency for the homeless people of West Suburban County. The volunteers they 
need include site volunteers, substitute site volunteers, people to cook, shop, pick up supplies, etc. 
Visit www.bedsonline.org  for more information. 
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SOCIAL CONCERNS MINISTRY 

Career Networking Session  Thursday, October 1, 7:00pm, First Baptist Church, La Grange 
 
Come meet with other job seekers in our community and exchange contacts and leads that may be very helpful in 
your job search.  Meet other job seekers who understand the value of networking to help you find your next new 
job.  Hope you can join us for this free session and gain some important new contacts that could lead to your next 
new job. Location: 20 North Ashland Ave., La Grange (across from the La Grange Post Office) 
        Mary Beth Ford 
        Social Concerns 

COMPASSIONATE CARE NEEDS 

Sadly, we've had a very busy summer. We have several great needs. We do five mailings to each family in our parish 
who have had a loss.  So our need  for postage  stamps is  great.  If you can pick up a book or two (or donate a whole 
roll), we would greatly appreciate it.  Just put it in an envelope and leave it on the bookcase in the Parish Nurse office 
to the attention of Barbara Gleespen.    
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Year II Confirmation Students…We are meeting today, Sept. 27 at 12:45pm for our first large 
group session of the year.  We are taking buses to Holy Family Parish in Inverness to hear chastity 
speaker, Jason Evert.  This will be followed by Reconciliation and Mass.  We will return to St. Cletus 
at 6:30pm. 
 
Year I Confirmation Students…Reminder that we will be meeting in Room 201 of the education 
building next weekend on Sunday, October 4, at 12:15pm.  This is our first large group session of the 
year and will include a Welcoming Liturgy, led by Fr. Clark. 
 
KAIROS 
JUNIORS AND SENIORS WE WANT YOU! 
 

Exhausted with your daily lives?  Need a break from the rigors of endless piles of homework?  
Wanting to spend some time relaxing with your friends? Kairos is the answer to all these questions and more. 
Kairos is a four day Catholic based retreat starting Thursday, November 12-15. 
 Now I bet your thinking this is just  another “boring” church retreat, but let me let you in on a little secret, 
Kairos is run BY teens, FOR teens.  Your Kairos staff have all been on this retreat before, and we’re just like 
you . We’re high school kids, facing the same problems and challenges you are and just like you we all came on 
this retreat for different reasons.   
  The reason our retreats work so well is because it’s no pressure.  We are there to relax…to have some fun 
and just overall get away from it all!   In the process, we learn about ourselves, God and our faith.   
 Speaking of the Church, we’re Christian and we’re proud of it, all denominations are welcome.  Even if 
your not Christian…or don’t know exactly what you want to believe in….WE WANT YOU TOO.  This weekend 
is about getting closer to our God and to finding our beliefs.  
 So really, what do you have to lose?  It is only four days, we promise that it’ll be worth it for you.  
        Meg Gleich, Senior at LTHS 
  
 Registration forms can be found online at. http://www.stcletusparish.com/ or at http:/
www.stjohnofthecross.org/.   The forms can also be picked up from the Religious Education Office at St. Cletus, 
700 W. 55th Street.  Please return the forms to Amy Cranny at the St. Cletus Youth Ministry, 700 W. 55th Street, 
LaGrange, IL  60525.  
 ` 
Questions?  Please contact me  at (708) 215-5419. 
        Amy Cranny, 
        Youth Ministry 

HOLY NAME SOCIETY 
 
 Please join us for our next meeting on 
Friday, October 2, at 8:00pm in Room 98 in the 
Education Building.  Refreshments will be served 
after the meeting. Main topic of discussion will be 
the Turkey Raffle. New members are always 
welcome!  Dues are $5.  We meet the first Friday of 
the month.  
   Dan Gibbons 

ATTENTION LEISURE LOAFERS… 
 
 Thursday, October 1, is the date for our next 
meeting. We will meet at 1:00pm in Morrissey Hall..  
Reminder: It is election time for new officers.  
After cake and coffee we  will take pleasure in being 
entertained by Bud Boblink.  We hope to see a lot of 
members! 
   Alice Katzmarek 
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   ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
 
 
 The St. Cletus Parish family will celebrate the Sacrament of Anointing during the 11:00am Mass on 
Sunday, October 11, 2009.   We encourage parishioners to bring their family, friends and neighbors who might be 
in need of the healing graces of this sacrament.   A reception will follow in the foyer of the church. 
 Please fill out the registration form below and return it to the rectory office or drop it in the collection 
basket.   Questions?  Call Dolores Wouk in the Ministry of Care Office at (708) 215-5407. 

 
PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION 

 
Name(s) of those to be anointed _________________________________________________________ 
 
Address ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
City ___________________________________________ Phone ____________________________ 
 
Do you need transportation?     Yes_______             No _______ 

 
Number of people attending the reception after Mass in the church foyer ________ 

        BABY BOTTLE COLLECTION 
 TO SAVE LIVES 

 
 WomanCare Services a crisis pregnancy center 
in Berwyn which is recognized as a “preferred provider” 
by the Archdiocese of Chicago, will distribute baby 
bottles after each Mass on the weekend of October 3/4, 
Respect Life Sunday.  When you take home a bottle and 
fill it with change and dollars you may have spent on 
treats or entertainment during the following three weeks, 
you will be helping to save lives. 
 Women and teens in our area facing unexpected 
pregnancies come to us looking for answers.  We help 
them to choose life for their babies by providing them 
with crisis counseling, pregnancy testing, ultrasounds, 
maternity and baby clothing, baby furniture, medical and 
housing referrals - all free of charge.  Your generosity 
makes this possible. 
 The baby bottles will be collected after all Masses 
during the weekend of October 24/25.  Thank you for 
participating  in this life-saving event! 
  Wayne & Marianne Hamilton 
  Coordinators for Respect Life Committee 

 LIFE CHAIN - OCTOBER 4, 2009  
              WHAT REALLY IS IT? 
 
What is “Life Change”?  It is that spectacular 

event that annual draws the attention of hundreds of 
thousands of Americans. The concept is simple, the 
effect stunning. 
 People of all ages and faiths stand reverently in 
silent prayer, for one hour along a major street or 
highway, holding signs that proclaim the importance of 
human life.  The Life Chain is a visual statement by the 
Christian community that it supports the sanctity of 
human life.  Uniform signs (no graphic depictions) are 
provided for participants, so the overall impression is 
one of solidarity in belief and purposes.  
 In Illinois there are dozens of chains.  
The St. Cletus Chain begins at La Grange Road along 
the south side of Ogden Avenue.  Joining us are parishes 
in Brookfield, La Grange, La Grange Park, and Western 
Springs. 
 Questions? Call parishioners Marianne or 
Wayne Hamilton at (708) 579-0118 or check on chain 
sites at LifeChain.Net or the Respect Life Bulletin 
Board on the East Side of the Foyer. 
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Saturday, October 24, 2009 is National Make A Difference Day! 

Help the St. Cletus Family School Association  
and St. Cletus Parish STOMP out Hunger! 

 
St. Cletus School Families and Parishioners can volunteer their time at the  

Greater Chicago Food Depository while also earning funds for our own St. Cletus Food Pantry. 
  

Join us for a special St. Cletus Group Session at:  
Greater Chicago Food Depository 

4100 West Ann Lurie Place Chicago, IL 60632 
Saturday, October 24, 2009 from 1:30-4:30PM 

Adults and children are welcome!!! 
Open to children ages 5 and up.  

Child friendly projects will be available. 
  

St Cletus will receive credit for volunteers present: 
100 volunteers X 3 Hours X $5 credit = $1,500 credit = 6,800 lbs of food!!! 

Questions: Contact Heather Alpe 708-485-5717  



 

 

WINDOWS INTO HEAVEN 
SAINTS OF THE AMERICAS 

 
St. John Neumann  

           Feast Day January 5   
 
John Neumann was born in what is the Czech 
Republic.  After studying in Prague, he came to New 
York and was ordained a priest.  He later joined the 
Redemptorist Order and served European immigrants 
on the frontier.  Gifted with outstanding organizing 
ability, he drew many teaching communities of sisters 
and the Christian Brothers.  As Bishop of Philadelphia, 
he organized the parochial school system increasing 
the number of pupils almost twenty-fold within a short 
time.  “All people of whatever race, condition or age, 
in virtue of their dignity as human persons, have an 
unalienable right to education…”  Well known for his 
holiness and learning, spiritual writing and preaching, 
he became the first American bishop to be beatified.  
He was canonized in 1977 and is buried in 
Philadelphia.  His image is on the top right corner of 
the icon. 
 

“The Saints of the Americas”  icon is located in the niche  
          in the vestibule by the Minister’s Room. 

   

 
 
Please remember our sick in your prayers:  
Dolores Duda,  Nolan Blair, Betty Jo Boden, 
Sherry Sumner, Patricia Swain, Rene Quiňones, 
Patricia Krieger, Bernice Hyatt, Norma Evans, 

Bob Reichl, Therese Wess, Marguerite May, Scott May, 
Dr. Karen Chermel, Denise Kuchta, Anna Ciszek, 
Roberta Zeman, James Prucha, Emma Fontana, 
Mark Ronchetti, Kathryn Super-Wilson, Larry Rincon, 
Joseph Fajdich, Betty Niwa, Donal Fox, Sister Arlene Gibson, 
Marilyn Matesevac, Ruth Calandriello. Also pray for our 
parishioners who are in nursing homes or are homebound 
and unable to attend Mass.  Please know we pray daily for 
the sick and dying. 

OUR MOTHER, OUR MARY 
 ROSARY REPAIRS ON OCTOBER 10 AND 11 

  
    October is a month of special devotion to Mary, Mother of God.  Her love for us is endless and she joins 
in our intercessions to the Father and Son.   It is fitting to take time out of our lives to honor her, to join in her 
prayers for peace and to recall her role in Jesus' life on earth.   The 20 mysteries of the Rosary (if you include the 
Luminous Mysteries) highlight Mary's intimate involvement in Jesus' ministry and ask her intercession in our 
daily lives.  The Rosary is prayed as a group in several ways at St. Cletus.  Parishioners gather in the church at 
7:15am every day except Sunday to pray together.  Others meet in the church at noon on Sundays to pray the 
Rosary.  Another way to share in the Rosary is to join the Living Rosary, whereby 15 people each pray one decade 
of the Rosary each day so that together the entire Rosary is prayed by the end of the day.  St Cletus currently has 
ten ongoing Living Rosary groups and we are always looking for new members. 
  
Do you have a Rosary in need of repair or an extra one that you would like to give "to a good home"?  Over the 
weekend of October 10 and 11, the Living Rosary will have a table in the vestibule where you can drop off your 
Rosary to be repaired.  If you have the missing beads, we can reattach them.  Otherwise, we will use the closest 
match for replacement beads and return the rosaries the following weekend.  Rosaries can also be dropped off at 
the rectory (be sure to mark them with your name and phone number).  Local nursing home residents and 
missionaries would love to have any extra Rosaries that you care to donate.  For further information, contact 
Mary Lu Gebka at (708) 579-3987. 
  
The Living Rosary members will meet at noon on Sunday, October 11 to pray the entire Rosary together.  This is a 
very moving way to honor Mary and celebrate her abiding love for us.  Please join us as we dedicate October days 
to Our Mother Mary. 
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             RELIGIOUS EDUCATION UPDATE! 
 
 On Sunday, October 4, after  the 11:00am Mass, 
the Fourth Grade Religious Education Students will receive 
their Bibles. The Bibles will be blessed during the 
Mass.  You are invited to bring your Family Bible to Mass 
and have it blessed by Father Bob as he blesses the 
student’s Bibles.  Join us as we celebrate the Living and 
Sharing of The Word with our fourth grade students. 
      Pat Kahl   
   Director of Religious Education 



 

 

 
                MONDAY NIGHT      
  BASKETBALL 
   
ALL men of the parish are invited to 
participate in an Open Gym for Basketball 
starting on Monday, October 5, at 8:30pm in 
Morrissey Hall.  Good sportsmanship and a 
desire to try and stay in shape are more 
important than skill level.  New teams are 
picked each week. Each player should bring 
a dark colored and a white T-shirt.  
The door opens at 8:15pm, we play from 
October through April.  Questions?  Please 
contact Craig Dickman, (708) 354-4736 or 
Frank Haggerty at (708) 352-1140. 
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Sunday Collection 
 

Total Active Registered Families                   2,501 
        Collection Statistics                                                              Amount Collected                                                        
 # of envelopes used   - this week                   705             
 % of registered families                                   28%                $21,761  Envelope Users 
                                                                                                     2,384          Loose Checks/Cash                                     
September 20, 2009 Budgeted Collection  =  $26,750          $24,144 
 
                Weekly (Under) Over Budget                      ($2,606) 
This Fiscal Year @ 9/20/09                     
Actual Sunday Collections                        $291,047 
Budgeted Sunday Collections                     321,000    
(Under) Over than Budgeted                     $(29,953) 

Day/Date Time Location/ 
Rm. # 

Event 

Monday, Sept. 28    

Tuesday, Sept. 29    

Wednesday, Sept. 30 9:00am 
9:00am 
7:00pm 
 

C 
RB 
MH 

School Mass 
Mission Ladies 
Market Day 

Thursday, Oct. 1 1:00pm 
6:30pm 
5:00-5:45pm 
6:00-6:45pm 
6:45pm 
7:30-9:00pm 

MH 
S-200 
S-Music 
S-Music 
S-Music 
S-Music 

Leisure Loafers 
YM Kairos Retreat Mtg 
Children’s Choir 
Youth Choir 
Contemporary Choir 
Chancel Choir 

Saturday, Oct. 3 5:30-11:00PM 
 
5:00pm 
5:00pm 

Parish 
Grounds 
CV 
CV 

Oktoberfest 
 
Welcome Sunday 
Baby Bottle Distribution 

Sunday, Oct. 4 
 

8:00am-12Noon 
8:00am-12Noon 
12:15pm 

CV 
CV 
S-201 

Welcome Sunday 
Baby Bottle Distribution 
YM Large Group Session 

Friday, Oct. 2 5:30-7:00pm 
 
3:15pm 

  Parish  
Grounds 
MH Lobby 

Kinderplatz Kids Fest 
 
MANNA 

C  
CV 
MH 

Church 
Church Vestibule 
Morrissey Hall 

          S 
          RB 

        

School 
Rectory Basement 

VOLUNTEER TUTORS NEEDED 
 
The Congregation of St. Joseph of 
La Grange Park is greatly in need of 
volunteers for its adult literacy program, 
School on Wheels.  Tutors are needed to 
teach one hour or so per week from 9:00am 
until 2:00pm or evenings from 3:00-
8:00pm in Cicero, Hodgkins, Woodridge, 
Westmont, Lombard or Summit.  A two-
day training will be provided on Saturday, 
October 10 and on Saturday, October 17 
from 9:00am-3:00pm.  Volunteers must 
attend both training days.  No prior second 
language skills are needed.  For more 
information, call (708) 482-5060. 

THE PRESENCE OF GOD  
 In all our thoughts and actions we ought to remember the 
presence of God, and account all lost in which we think not of 
God. 
                 —St. Bernard of Clairvaux 



 

 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
 

St. Cletus Catholic Parish of the Archdiocese of Chicago is a Christian community of believers and followers of 
Christ Jesus.  We call and welcome all to join our family of faith as we seek to live the Gospel values in our daily 
lives, community and world.  We are committed to providing spiritual nourishment through the worship of God, 
celebration of the sacraments, Christian education and use of our time, talent and treasure in serving others with 
compassion and love. 

MASSES  
Saturday Evening: 5:00pm 
 
Sunday: 7:00am, 8:00am, 9:30am, 
 11:00am, 6:00pm (Spanish) 
 
Weekdays: Mon., thru Sat., 8:00am 
 
Evening before Holy Day: 7:00pm 
 
Holy Day: 6:30am, 8:00am 
 
BAPTISMS    
1st & 3rd Sunday of the month at 1:00pm.  Parents must be 
registered parishioners and attend the Baptism Preparation 
Class.  Please make arrangements by calling the Rectory 
office (708-352-6209) 
 
WEDDINGS  
Dates and times are reserved for registered parishioners. 
Initial arrangements must be completed five months in 
advance of the wedding date. 
 
HOME/HOSPITAL VISITATION AND 
COMMUNION CALLS  
Please contact the Ministry of Care office (708-215-5407).  
 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AND BENEDICTION    
Adoration begins following the 8:00am Mass and continues 
during the day until 6:15pm the 1st Monday of the month. 
 
The Chaplet of Divine Mercy is prayed at 6:15pm followed 
by Benediction. 
 
Hispanic Adoration continues from 7:00pm until 8:00pm. 
 
CONFESSIONS  
Confessions every Saturday of the month 4:15-4:45pm.  

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
 

Co-Chairpersons:    Anne Babirak,  
    Tom Finucane  
Vice - Chairperson:    Rita Mayer   
Recording Secretary:    Xavier Polanski 
Corresponding Secretary:    Lori Ashe 
Worship Ministry:   Elizabeth Goellner-McLean 
    Justin Sisul  
Finance Liaison:   Brian Kapusta  
Parish at Large:     Joe Bamberger 
Youth Ministry:     Rita F. Mayer 
    Dawn Dion  
Education Ministry:    Anne Babirak, (School) 
          George Pach  (Rel. Ed.) 
Pastoral Care Ministry:   Stuart Heyes  
    Xavier Polanski 
Development Ministry:    Ed Burke 
    Tom Finucane   
Staff Representative:    Jolene Hillgoth  
Hispanic Ministry:    Silvia Casas  
             Ignacio Saavedra  
Social Concerns:   Dick Ford 
    Jim Ryva 
Technology Representative: Julie Lenz 
Parish Life:   Lori Ashe 
    Fr. Edgar Rodriguez 
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The Support Group for Alzheimer’s and Related 
Dementia illnesses meets the first Tuesday of each 
month at Adventist LaGrange Hospital at 7:00pm.  
All are welcome. Contact Mike Bellovich at (708) 354-
3922 with any questions. 

 
The Comboni Lay Mission Program will be 
hosting a fundraiser to honor Fr. Angelo Biancalana on 
the program’s 15th Anniversary.  The event will be on 
Saturday, October 10, at the Lizzadro Museum in 
Elmhurst. The address is 220 Cottage Hill Avenue
(lizzadromuseum.org).  Admission is free, and there will 
be a Mass at 5:30pm, with a reception from 6:30-9:30pm.  
There will be wine, soft drinks, hors d’ouevres, and a fun 
and friendly crowd.  The museum is home to a beautiful 
collection of stone carvings from Asia.  Come join us, 
learn about the work of the CLMP, and support the work 
of the Catholic Church around the world. All are 
welcome.  Please RSVP at (708) 588-1602. 




