
 

 

                     

ST. CLETUS PARISH  
  LENTEN MISSION 2009  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Father Rusty Shaughnessy, OFM 

 
JOIN US FOR 3 EVENINGS OF SPIRITUAL PILATES (7:00PM IN CHURCH) 
 
Monday:  March 23, 2009 
THE PRACTICE OF RESTING IN PEACE - I have come to give you a peace…the world cannot” Jn 14:27 
 
Tuesday:  March 24, 2009 
THE PRACTICE OF ABUNDANCE - “God’s mercies are new each morning”  Lm 3:23 
   (The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be celebrated) 
 
Wednesday: March 25, 2009 
THE PRACTICE OF SPIRITUAL COURAGE -“Be not afraid… I am with you”  Jn 6:20 

 
“A NEW HEART I WILL GIVE YOU  

AND A NEW SPIRIT 
                      I WILL PUT WITHIN YOU”     (Ez. 36:26) 

 

Presently, Fr. Rusty is Retreat Master at San Damiano Retreat Center, Danville, CA.  He attended 
St. Mary’s Seminary, Baltimore, MD where he earned his Masters in Theology.  He has been 
assigned to several large suburban parishes in the Chicago area and also to several Retreat Centers 
in Scottsdale, AZ and  San Luis Rey, CA.  He has traveled throughout the United States, Canada, 
Europe and the Orient giving Retreats, Workshops and Parish Missions. 

 
WEEKEND LITURGIES WILL BEGIN THE MISSION 



 

 

 

Mass Intentions for the Week of March 23  - March 29, 2009 
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 Please pray for those  

      who have died  
        and their families… 

 
Anne Vokoun, 

mother of Carol Bracamontes  
Thelma Lafido, 

mother of Sue Gay  
May God grant them eternal rest.   

Amen. 

Day Time Intentions 

Monday  8:00am Marie Ohnesorge 

Tuesday  8:00am Skowron Family,  Special Intention 

Wednesday  8:00am James F. Slowik 

Thursday  8:00am Parishioners of St. Cletus 

Friday  8:00am Purgatorial Society - Erik Geyer 

Saturday  8:00am 
 5:00pm 

Parishioners of St. Cletus 
Ed Smithy, Rudy Kegl, Sandy & John Fisher, Joyce Conerty, Constantino DeBartolo 

Sunday  7:00am 
 8:00am 
 9:30am 
11:00am 
  6:00pm 

Parishioners of St. Cletus 
Parish Priests’ Intentions  
Michael L. Cozzi 
Timothy Benrus, Eleanor Kempiak, Elwyn Seifert, Rose Delaloye 
All Hispanic Priests’ Intentions 

 5:00 PM 7:00 AM 8:00 AM 9:30 AM 11:00 AM 
SM Wouk, D. Karch, J. Hagen, C. Bolton, P. Samuelson, D 

LR Gallagher, J. 
Bamberger, J. 

Ciraulo, S. Hagen, J. 
Bellisario, J. 

Wehrmeister,   
Reisel, T. 

Haggerty, F. 
Rotunno, P. 

B2 Wouk, D. Karch, J. Hagen, C. Bolton, P. Samuelson, D. 

B3 Thornton, M. Smith, D. Borsilli, H. Nolan, J. Heyes, M. 

B4 Bamberger, MA Chlapecka, R. Kwak, T. Kelliher, L. Nash, S. 

B5 Sheridan, E. Mezan, M.A. Parlier, D. Thuma, M. Fisher, H. 

B6 Beales, D. Lenz, R. Waren, C. Blecic, D. Provan, J. 

C1 Nicosia, C.  Szabelski, R. Zupancic, R. Brannigan, R. 

C2 Koch, B.  Kigin, B. Kelliher, K. Gleich, S. 

C3 Thornton, W.  Dalsin, P. Malcak, L. Heyes, S. 

C4 Loch, L.  Welch, J. Hullinger, S. Gebka, M.L. 

C5 Hockman, S.  Parlier, J. Chaney, M. Simonelic, Sr. 

C6 Beales, N.  Ward, L. Severino, L. Provan, K. 

 
Altar 
Servers 

Gray, T. 
Mrazek, M. 
Kopicki, A. 

Heim, J. 
Riccione, J. 
Zebus, K. 

Luxem, C. 
Hurley, D. 
Dombro, B. 

Grodek, M. 
Grodek, M. 
McAtee, M. 

Dombro, J. 
Pett, D. 
Boland, A. 

AUXILIARY MINISTER SCHEDULE 
WEEKEND OF MARCH 28/29, 2009 

 READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 
 Monday: Is 65:17-21; Jn 4:43-54 
 Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12; Jn 5:1-16 
 Wednesday: Is 7:10-14; 8:10; Ps 40;  
  Heb 10:4-10; Lk 1:26-38 
 Thursday: Ex 32:7-14; Jn 5:31-47 
 Friday:  Wis 2:1a, 12-22; Jn 7:1-2, 
  10, 25-30 
 Saturday: Jer 11:18-20; Jn 7:40-53 
 Sunday: Jer 31:31-34; Ps 51; Heb 
  5:7-9; Jn 12:20-33  
  Alternate readings (Year A):  
  Ez 37:12-14; Ps 130; Rom 
  8:8-11; Jn 11:1-45 [3-7,  
  17, 20-27, 33b-45] 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
 
Sunday: Fourth Sunday of Lent;  
  Second  Scrutiny 
Monday: St. Toribio de Mogrovejo 
Wednesday: The Annunciation of the Lord 
Friday:  Abstinence 
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               Do you know? 
 
       Honduras, the second-largest country in 
Central America, is rich in natural beauty, with vast 
mountainous areas, fertile plateaus, river valleys and 
coastal plains. However, it is one of the poorest 
countries in the Americas, with two-thirds of it’s 7.4 
million people living in poverty. 
 Honduras is struggling to overcome a violent 
past marked by wars and coups, military and 
authoritarian regimes, and the exploitative dictates of 
foreign companies. Hurricane Mitch devastated 
Honduras in 1998, causing tremendous loss of life, 
wreaking havoc on the country's infrastructure and 
exposing the extreme vulnerability of the poor. 
Honduras remains highly susceptible to tropical storms, 
droughts and landslides, and these recurring disasters 
affect poor, isolated communities most seriously.  
 High unemployment and high income 
inequality coupled with inadequate development and 
education have created a complex environment in 
which Catholic Relief Services strives to make a 
difference. Visit www.crs.org/honduras to learn more 
about CRS efforts to address the needs of the poorest 
and most vulnerable Hondurans. 
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 This Ecumenical Good Friday Service is 
sponsored by the La Grange Ministerium and will be 
hosted by the First Baptist church in La Grange. 
St. Cletus parish is a member of this organization; and our 
Choir and I will participate.  Our parish Food Pantry will 
also benefit from a portion of the free-will offering taken 
at the event. There will be prayer, music, and Scripture 
with reflections based on the Seven Last Words of Christ. 
Please make every effort to support this important 
community event.   Join us at 12 Noon on Good Friday as 
we worship the Lord in His Passion.   
       Easter Blessings, 
            Fr. Charles 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF  LENT 
 
 In today’s Gospel, the conversation between 
Jesus and Nicodemus reminds us during Lent that as we 
seek to put our spiritual lives in order, we cannot 
accomplish this task on our own.  God has done for us 
what we cannot do for ourselves.  We are reminded that 
we have been made able to see the kingdom of God; we 
have been given the gift of eternal life through the waters 
of baptism.  As we continue our Operation Rice Bowl 
journey let us remember in prayer that we are called to 
be good stewards of what has been entrusted to us.  
Through protecting the environment in which we live, we 
respect the goodness of nature, a gift God has given.  
May our fasting keep us mindful of those who have no 
clean water to grow crops or to nourish their families.  
May our almsgiving assist Catholic Relief Services as we 
follow our Operation Rice Bowl Calendar to learn about 
agriculture programs in Honduras. 

 
Please remember our sick in your prayers:  
Ruth Taylor, Bernice Hyatt, George Kessler, 
Norma Evans, Mario Aguilar, Ronald Novotny, 

Bob Reichl, Therese Wess, Marguerite May, Scott May, 
Dr. Karen Chermel, Denise Kuchta, Jerry Pietras, 
Anna Ciszek, Blasé Cinquegrani, Roberta Zeman, 
James Prucha, Pauline Cuttill, Emma Fontana, 
Mark Ronchetti, Adrienne Welenc, Kathryn Super-Wilson, 
John Burke, Larry Rincon, Joseph Fajdich, Betty Niwa, 
Donal Fox, Mary Barnish, Elaine Bianco, Leslie Imholt, 
Ryan Cosgrove,  Ann Fahey,  Joan Klein, 
Rosemary Sylvester, Rose Olferchek, Steve Zeman, 
Sister Arlene Gibson, Zach Sperka, Mike Patzelt, 
Rita D’Onofrio, Marilyn Matesevac, Hunter Peters, 
Cacilia Ziegler, Ruth Calandriello, Ann Marie Nabor, 
Patty Johnson, Agnes Suennen, Joseph Johnson, 
Stephanie Yakowicz, Josie Spoto, Larry Wojnar, 
Louise Jaunich, Frank Werner, Agnes Olszowka, 
Marie Krolecki.  Please know we pray daily for the sick 
and dying. 



 

 

             

 

       ST. CLETUS BOOK CLUB 
1st Book - "Marley and Me" by John Grogan 

1st Meeting - Wednesday, April 22 at 7 p.m. 
Religious Ed. Office (flag pole entrance) 

 
All are welcome.  Sponsored by the Parish Life Commission. 

 
Any questions: email Christy at christymaldonado50@msn.com. 

 
 

 
 
… for your ongoing support of our Food Pantry!  As we prepare for our April 2 food 

distribution, the items we need most are rice and dry pinto beans (the 1-3 # packages work best for us), jelly, 
canned fruit, meals in a can/box, canned tomatoes/sauce/paste, pasta, pasta sauce, paper goods and diapers. 
We are well supplied with soup and canned vegetables at this time.  Please add one or two of these most needed 
items to your grocery list.  Of course, any in-date non-perishables are always greatly appreciated, since our shelves 
empty quickly when we are assembling more than 200 bags of staples each month!  Your generosity  put smiles on 
the faces and hope in the hearts of our March 12 clients! 
       Mary Beth Ford 
       Director of Social Concerns 
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GOSPEL OF MARK: MARCH 26; 8:45 - 10:00AM - ROOM 201   
   

 Please read Mark: 11 to the end (16:8) for our next session. Consider the following questions 
in preparation for our reflection on this part of the Gospel. 
 
1. The cleaning of the temple by Mark is “sandwiched” between the two pieces of the fig tree and is meant to 

help us to understand both segments.  How does it help here? 
2. What clue is there for us in the cleaning story that Mark’s church was dealing with the “gentile” question? 
3. Where in chapter 13 do we find urgings to: 
             a) Trust in the Father?                                                                                                               
 b) Be aware of the Lord’s coming? 
 c) Be vigilant?        
 4.   Who is Jesus? -What does Mark want us to know at the end of the Gospel? 
 5.   The best scholarship assures us Mark ended “the beginning of the Gospel” at 16:8, the empty tome -  
      “they fled and said nothing”  Why would Mark end the Gospel like that? 
 
 

UPCOMING  MANNA 
CASH & CARRY  

 
MANNA will be available after Masses in 
the church vestibule NEXT WEEKEND, 
March 28/29.   Consider using Home Depot 
or Menards gift cards for your upcoming 
spring projects!  Please call Erin Rhoads 
(708) 588-0510 or Leslie Doherty (708) 
482-0257 with any questions or concerns. 
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Thanks to all of the families in the “Neighborhood” 
that contributed so generously to the Religious 
Education Food Drive.  It was a huge success.  Our 
fifth grade parents, students, and catechists were busy 
sorting food and transporting it to the food 
pantry.  Thank you all for your awesome response! 
    Pat Kahl 
    Director of Religious Education 

ST. CLETUS 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

“GOOD NEIGHBOR FOOD DRIVE” 



 

 

Cardinal Corner 
News from the St. Cletus School Board Faith, Family, Future 
 
St. Cletus Honor Roll 
Congratulations to our 7th and 8th grade students named to the second quarter honor roll. 
High Honors, 8th grade: Edward Ashe, Alexander Contarino, Mary Figura, Meghan Flannery,  
Natalie Gacek, Joseph Galin, John Riccione, Kathryn Zebus 
High Honors, 7th grade: Stephen Hubona, Michael Lombardo, Matthew Mrazek 
Honors, 8th grade: Jessica Chervinko, Kristen Collins, Colleen Condon, Andrea Goethals,  
Michelle Gostkowski, Thomas Gray, Helene Griffin, Patrick Kelley, Brendan Kelly, Anne Kennedy, 
Alexander Kiessling, James Krecek, Kathleen Lawler, Robert Lively, Cecilia Luxem, Mark Patterson, Sarah Patterson, 
Shane Rhoads,  
Alicia Rodriguez, Alexus Serrano, Brendan Stepuszek  
Honors, 7th grade: John Balch, Kristen Bogolin, Katelyn Cahill, Meghan Caplice, Gino Cavalieri, Thomas Clarke, 
Julia Condotti, Kerrigan Flannery, Michael Grodek, Daniel Hurley, Andrew Jacobs, Eileen Kennedy, Camille Lang, 
John Lawler, Amber Loveshe, Miles McAtee, Meghan Murphy, Joseph Nelson, Carly Oboikovitz, Sabrina Pusatera, 
Dennis Reisel,  
Patrick Temple, Elise Tomasian, Kristen Wuerl 
 
Nazareth Academy names scholarship winner 
Eddie Ashe has been selected as a recipient of the Unity Scholarship for the Class of 2013 at Nazareth Academy. 
Congratulations, Eddie! We are proud of you. 
 
St. Cletus Students Recognized by Illinois EPA 
St. Cletus 5th graders recently entered into the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency's 2009 Poster, Poetry and 
Prose Contest. Emma Decker and Karoline Orloff earned Top Winner Awards in Poetry/Prose 
competition.  Tommy Lombardo earned a Special Recognition Award in Poetry/Prose while Teresa Finucane and 
Tommy Nelson were awarded Special Recognition Award in Posters. Andrew Hubona was awarded Honorable 
Mention in Posters. Congratulations to all. 
 
American Legion Essay Contest Winner 
Eighth grade student Brendan Curtin won 3rd place in the regional American Legion essay contest.  Brendan read his 
essay and received his award at a special presentation recently. We are proud of you, Brendan! 
 
St. Cletus Students Give Back 
The American Heart Association will receive a $300 check from the St. Cletus School Student Council. Students who 
participated in our Valentine's Day dress down day contributed to this fundraiser. Thank you to all who participated.  
  
Join us for Tot Time 
The St. Cletus Early Childhood Council is again sponsoring Tot Time for parents and preschoolers. Tot Time is a fun, 
free series of classes for you and your child (up to 4 years) where you can enjoy a morning of stories, songs, and 
activities. Please join us on Tuesday, March 24 from 9:30 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. No RSVP required. Siblings welcome! 
 
We’re proud of our graduates 
Apologies to St. Cletus graduates Elle Mrazek and Katy Nichin. We inadvertently left your name off our recent list of 
Lyons Township Honor Roll students.  
 
Congratulations to Annette Gil for being named to first semester and second quarter honors at Mount Assisi Academy. 
Shelby Vcelka was also named to the A honor roll for the second block at Trinity High School. Congrats Shelby! 
 
Katy Nichin was named student of the month for February by her French II teacher. She was recognized in a special 
breakfast. Katy also recently received the "Diamond Achievement Award" from the Rotary Club of Countryside for 
improving her grades the last two semesters, chosen by the principal at Lyons Township. 
 
St. Cletus graduate Jon Nelson has the part of Marius in the Nazareth Academy production of Les Miserables. 
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4th Sunday of Lent 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only 
Son… John 3:16 
 
Of all the wonderful gifts that God has given to us, the 
gift of His own Son is truly the greatest.  How can we 
ever thank God for a gift like that?  God does not ask us 
to sacrifice our own precious firstborn, but He does ask 
that we make some sacrifices for Him. 

Alzheimer/Dementia Support Group Meeting 
 
The support group for Alzheimer’s and Related 
Dementia illnesses meets on the first Tuesday of each 
month at 7:00 p.m. at Adventist La Grange Hospital. 
All are welcome. Please contact Mike Bellovich at 
(708) 354-3922 for more information. 

COMPASSIONATE CARE  
WISH LIST 
 
The Compassionate Care Ministry is in 

need of baskets about 10" in diameter or larger (any 
shape) and preferably with handles, and "Forever" 
postage stamps.  Your gift to the ministry will help 
us in our mission to console the bereaved families of 
St. Cletus parish with a Care basket and the cards 
that we mailed during the year.  Thank you for your 
compassion. For information about the CCM 
ministry, please contact Rita Pawlowicz at 
ritapawl@yahoo.com. 

STEWARDSHIP 

          ST. CLETUS HOLY NAME  
          ANNUAL PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

 
 The Holy Name Society is holding their 
annual Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, April 5, from 
approximately 7:00am until 12:30pm, in Morrissey 
Hall in the Education Building. 
 Tickets are $5/adults - $3/per child for a 
breakfast of pancakes, sausage, coffee, milk and 
juice.     
   Jim Matthews 

 
Weekly Giving Summary 

  
Sunday Collection, March 15 ...………....  $   23,830 
Last Year ….……………………………... $   30,325 
 
Total Collection: 
Year-to-Date……………………..……….$   979,486 
Previous Year-to-Date…………...…….    $1,030,078 
 
Needed for Budget thru 3/15/09..………   $1,048,025  
 

 
The promotion and practice of stewardship is 
important for the mission of the Church and for the 
spiritual well-being of each individual Christian.  
Everyone benefits from the sacrificial gift one 
makes of time, talent and treasure. 
      Pope Benedict XVI 

FRIENDS AND FORMER STUDENTS AND 
THEIR FAMILIES 

 
Sr. Marybeth McDermott, CSJ 

 
FORMER 1ST & 3RD GRADES TEACHER AT  

ST. CLETUS 
TO BE HONORED AS FOUNDING DIRECTOR OF 

SCHOOL ON WHEELS 
THURSDAY, APRIL 23, 2009 

6:00 PM-8:30 PM 
CONGREGATION OF ST. JOSEPH CENTER 

W. OGDEN AVENUE 
LAGRANGE PARK, IL 60526 

 
TO FIND OUT MORE, PLEASE CALL COMMUNITY 
RELATIONS:  (708) 482-5085. 

LENT AT THE WELL   
“THE MIRROR IMAGE OF GOD’S LOVE” 
 
 A focus on God’s passion for us and how that 
intense love finds expression in Jesus and in us is the 
topic for this Holy Week’s presentation with Celeste 
Cotter, CSJ, director of vocation ministry. Come to 
The Well, 1515 W. Ogden Ave., LaGrange Park, on 
Wednesday, April 8, from 1:30 – 3:00 p.m.  The cost 
of the session is $10.  Register at www.csjthewell.org 
or call 708-482-5048.  Daily scripture readings can be 
found at www.ourcatholicfaith.org/frames/
readings.html. 
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RECTORY OFFICE HOURS  
Monday thru Saturday:  9:00am-5:00pm  
Sunday:   8:00am-1:00pm 

BULLETIN ARTICLES 
 
 The deadline for Canticle article 
submission is 5:00pm Friday, one full 
week prior to Sunday’s publication. 
Articles may be submitted electronically 
to canticle@stcletusparish.com. 

PARISH STAFF 
Rev. Robert Clark 
Pastor 
Rev. Edgar Rodriguez 
Associate Pastor 
Rev. Charles Watkins 
Associate Pastor 
Rev. Charles Gallagher 
Pastor Emeritus 
Rev. Mr. Jesús and Silvia Casas 
Deacon Couple 
 
PASTORAL STAFF 
Paulette Bolton 
Director of Worship 
(708) 352-4834 
Deacon Jesús Casas 
Director of Hispanic Ministry 
(708) 215-5440 
Amy Cranny 
Director of Youth Ministry 
(708) 215-5419 
 
 

Mary Beth Ford 
Director of Social Concerns 
(708) 215-5418 
Debbie Lestarczyk 
Director of Facilities & Grounds 
(708) 215-5405 
Derek Sawicki 
Supervisor of Maintenance 
(708) 215-5406 
Justin Sisul 
Director of Music 
(708) 215-5423 
Christopher Wagner 
Director of Technology 
(708) 215-5420 
Dolores Wouk 
Director of Ministry of Care  
(708) 215-5407 
 
SCHOOL STAFF 
Jolene Hillgoth 
School Principal 
Kathy Lifka 
Assistant Principal 

Denise Parlier 
Administrative Assistant 
Mary Zwolinski 
Receptionist/Office Assistant 
(708) 352-4820  
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION STAFF 
Patricia Kahl 
Director of Religious Education 
Holly Kallal 
Administrative Assistant 
(708) 352-2383 
 
RECTORY STAFF 
Patricia Drobny 
Bulletin Editor 
Nora Gardner 
Rectory Receptionist 
Bobbie Kallal 
Administrative Assistant 
Michele O’Brien 
Director of Financial Operations 
(708) 352-6209 

MASSESMASSESMASSES    
Saturday Evening: 5:00pm 
 
Sunday: 7:00am, 8:00am, 9:30am, 
 11:00am, (6:00pm Spanish) 
 
Weekdays: Mon., thru Sat., 8:00am 
 
Evening before Holy Day: 7:00pm 
 
Holy Day: 6:30am, 8:00am 
 
BAPTISMSBAPTISMSBAPTISMS      
1st & 3rd Sunday of the month at 
1:00pm.  Parents must be registered 
parishioners and attend the Baptism 
Preparation Class.  Please make 
arrangements by calling the Rectory 
office (352-6209)  

WEDDINGSWEDDINGSWEDDINGS    
Dates and times are reserved for 
registered parishioners. Initial 
arrangements must be completed five 
months in advance of the wedding date. 
 
HOME/HOSPITAL VISITATION HOME/HOSPITAL VISITATION HOME/HOSPITAL VISITATION 
AND COMMUNION CALLSAND COMMUNION CALLSAND COMMUNION CALLS    
Please contact the Ministry of Care 
office (215-5407). 
   
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION EUCHARISTIC ADORATION EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
AND BENEDICTIONAND BENEDICTIONAND BENEDICTION      
1st Monday of the Month immediately 
following the 8:00am Mass with 
Benediction at 6:45pm.  

CONFESSIONSCONFESSIONSCONFESSIONS    
Confessions every Saturday of the 
month 4:15-4:45pm.  
 
 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Pastor - Rev. Robert Clark • Associate Pastor -  Rev. Edgar Rodriguez • Associate Pastor - Rev. Charles Watkins 

 
  Co-Chairpersons:  Anne Babirak, Tom Finucane Vice - Chairperson:  Rita Mayer    
  Recording Secretary:  Xavier Polanski  Corresponding Secretary:  Lori Ashe 
 
 Worship Ministry:       Finance Liaison: Brian Kapusta 
 
 Parish Representative:  Joe Bamberger, Lori Ashe   Youth Ministry:  Barb Mitchell, Rita Mayer 
 
 Education Ministry:  Anne Babirak, (School)   Pastoral Care Ministry: 
                                                 Sharon Gleich (Religious Education)  C. Rodger Brown, Xavier Polanski 
 
 Development Ministry:  Maggie Nelson, Tom Finucane  Staff Representative:  Jolene Hillgoth 
                                                           
 Hispanic Ministry:  Silvia Casas     Social Concerns Ministry: Maureen Soldat 
       Ignacio Saavedra                                  Jim Ryva 
                       Technology Representative:  Julie Lenz  
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