
 

 

St. Cletus 
Canticle 

  
600 West 55th Street ● La Grange, Illinois 60525 ● 708-352-6209 ● www.stcletusparish.com 

July 6, 2008        Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
          All are welcome.  Handicapped parking is located in front of church. 

     Personal hearing devices are available from the ushers/greeters. 



 

 

 

Mass Intentions for the Week of July 6 - July 13, 2008 
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Wedding Banns 
 

Elizabeth Osborne 
and 

Richard Kurkowski 
 

Jessica Sokolowski 
and 

Brian Murphy 
 

Regina Augustine 
and 

Junichi Sato 
 

Day Time  

Monday 8:00am Purgatorial Society - Fisher Family, Johnston Family, Ed Jablonwski 

Tuesday 8:00am Lois Eckert 

Wednesday 8:00am Mary Jane Taylor 

Thursday 8:00am Mary Ricciardone, Calandriello Family, Roger Vandriessche 

Friday 8:00am Purgatorial Society - Joseph Megla, John Hopp 

Saturday 8:00am 
5:00pm 

People of St. Cletus 
Bernie Kelly 

Sunday 7:00am 
8:00am 
9:30am 
11:00am 
 6:00pm 

Souls in Purgatory 
Frank P. Walsh 
Tom Kigin 
Karen M. Wilson, Elwyn Seifert, Dorothy Schulte, Robert Clausen 
Hispanic Priests Intentions 

 5:00 PM 7:00 AM 8:00 AM 9:30 AM 11:00 AM 
SM Bolton, P. Wouk, D. Welch, J. Koch, B. Samuelson, D. 

LR Bolton, W. McDonnell, M. Curotto, L. Haggerty, F. McMahon, H. 

B2 Bolton, P. Wouk, D. Welch, J. Koch, B. Samuelson, D. 

B3 Ford, M.B. Smith, P. Gleich, S. Severino, L. Kigin, B. 

B4 Zaremba, E. Smith, D. Karch, T. Wiley, J. Provan, J. 

B5 Burke, R. Thornton, W. Pogar, C. Keating-Gay S. Schump, C. 

B6 Bozec, B. Thornton, M. Bliss, G. Williams, A. Chaney, M. 

C1 Bamberger, M  Meade, M. Mulderink, K. Hoskins, C. 

C2 Bartucci, C.  Warren, C. Nilles, C. Brannigan, R. 

C3 Hockman, S.  Kensek, M. Blecic, D. Fisher, H. 

C4 Ryva, J.  Karch, J. Meuwissen, J. Provan, K. 

C5 Burke, J.  Skupien, K. Horak, V. Dunkovich, A. 

C6 Saban J.  Ward, L. Stumreiter, E. Nilles, C. 

 
Altar 

Servers 
J. Lawler 
M. McAtee 
K. Lawler 

B. McDonnell 
M. Lombardo 
K. Cahill 

C. Lang 
M. Patterson 
A. Boland 

N. Madden 
M. Tlusty 
J. Kern 

K. Bogolin 
S. Hubona 
A. McQuillan 

AUXILIARY MINISTER SCHEDULE 
WEEKEND OF JULY 12/13, 2008 

        ST. CLETUS PARISH 
     Welcomes… 
 
      Margaret Joy Sisul, 
       daughter of Justin & Jennifer (Vanwinkle) Sisul             
             
            to the Catholic Faith through  
           the Sacrament of Baptism. 

Please  pray for those who have died  
and their families…  

John Vicich, 
father of Judy Vicich  

Leonore Madden, 
mother of John Madden and Leonore McCarter 
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NOTES FROM FATHER BOB… 
 

Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
 Are we saints or are we sinners?  It would seem that we are both at the same time.  The good, the bad 
and the ugly are all mixed together inside us and a civil war is often raging in our soul.  St. Paul speaks 
about this struggle very eloquently when writing to the Romans.  “I cannot understand my own behavior,” 
he tells them.  “I fail to carry out the things I want to do, and I find myself doing the very things I hate.”  
This part of his nature Paul calls his “unspiritual self”.  His inmost self, his true self, he describes as his 
“spiritual self”.  Paul, then, is no stranger to Jekyll and Hyde.  The human struggle is common to us all.  
But what will the outcome be?  Is it a matter of chance or is it a matter of choice?  

Saint Paul says it is a matter of choice.  God’s choice of us, and in response, our choice of God.  
The God who made us is also the God who will set us free.  The God who breathed new life into the dead body 
of Jesus in his resurrection, will also breathe spiritual life into us to redeem us from the works of death.   

So there is no need, no absolute compulsion for us to be wicked or to do the deeds of darkness. 
Yet we cannot be glib or blasé about our lives.  We know from experience how alluring evil can be, 

how attractive.  The story of the serpent in the Garden of Eden is a very seductive image and very true to 
reality.  Our weakness remains.  Our inclination to selfish and sinful ways does not go away. 

In a previous age the Church was very conscious of this sinfulness of ours and through preaching 
and the practice of confession brought home to us our need of humility and help.  The prayer “I confess” was 
never off our lips.  The classical teaching concerning the “Seven Deadly Sins” remains a powerful warning 
to us of how our lives can be destroyed by gluttony, sloth, lust, pride, anger, envy and covetousness. 

These sins are the “misdeeds of the body” that Paul speaks about today.  Allowing our lives to be 
ruled by these forces will destroy us.  They are deadly to our spiritual life.  The beginning of such self-
destruction is, perhaps, the sin of pride:  that independent spirit that refuses to listen or to learn; that know-
all attitude to life that despises others and thinks so highly of one’s self. 

It was pride that prevented so many people from accepting Jesus when they met him.  The Scribes and 
the Pharisees were the great culprits.  By contrast, the humble fishermen of Galilee proved to be wise in their 
acceptance.  Yes, the learned and the clever missed their opportunity.  It was “mere children” who really 
understood the mysteries of life. 

Understanding life and living it well will come to us if we learn humility of heart.  The journey of life 
will teach us many things if we are open to what each day brings. 

 
WELCOME FATHER EDGAR RODRIGUEZ 

 
It is a pleasure to officially welcome our new Associate Pastor, Father Edgar Rodriguez, to our 

St. Cletus Parish family.  Father Edgar ordained for the Archdiocese of Chicago in 2003 has been serving as 
associate pastor at Santa Maria Del Popolo Parish in Mundelein, IL. for the past five years.  This will be 
Father Edgar’s second assignment and we are very thankful that God has chosen to send him here to 
minister within our faith community.  Please make a point to stop by outside under the tent after Mass and 
introduce yourselves to Fr. Edgar and make him feel welcome as a new member of our parish family. 

Father Edgar WELCOME TO ST. CLETUS PARISH a very special place filled with God’s love.  
May you experience the warmth and kindness of God’s people here as Fr. Charles and I have over these past 
two years.  We look forward to many years of ministry together.  May God truly bless your time among us. 
 
      Extraordinary Blessings, 
      Father Bob 
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                    EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
 
 Come and adore our Lord in the Blessed 
Sacrament Monday, July 7, and every first Monday of the 
month.  Adoration begins immediately after the 8:00am 
Mass followed by Benediction at  6:45pm. 

Pope Benedict  and 
 Bishop Anthony Chirayath  

SAGAR MISSION (INDIA) 
 

            
 

The Catholic Diocese of Sagar, situated in the heart of India, was created in the year 1968. Some 6,000 
Catholics live amongst six million people, mostly Hindus. Msgr. Anthony Chirayath, the present bishop, 
is also the first diocesan priest of the diocese.  In his missionary work he is assisted by 45 young 
diocesan priests and 215 religious men and women. The future of the diocese depends on 57 
seminarians studying to become missionary priests. Bishop Chirayath worked in the Roman Curia for 34 
years. When Pope Benedict XVI elected him bishop of Sagar, he was the Office Head in the Pontifical 
Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant people. In this capacity he was a frequent visitor 
to the United States. His concern was the ministry to migrant workers and refugees, but particularly the 
Apostolate of Civil Aviation, Circus, Carnival and Traveling People. On March 25, 2006 he was ordained 
Bishop of Sagar. Bishop Chirayath speaks several Indian and European languages. He has traveled 
widely representing his Office and the Holy See.  Today Bishop Chirayath speaks to us of the need for 
Catholic financial support in his diocese.  Please, be generous in our Second Collection this weekend for 
his support. 

WE’RE HERE FOR YOU! 
 
INTERFAITH COMMUNITY PARTNERS is a coalition of 
local churches, dedicated to helping older adults in our 
community maintain their independence and remain connected 
to their community. Trained volunteers are available to provide: 

• Home Visits 
• Transportation to Medical Appointments 
• Grocery Shopping 
• Phone calls to Provide Reassurance 

If you or a friend could benefit from these services, or if you’d 
like to become a volunteer, please call Interfaith Community 
Partners at (708) 579-8929. Or contact me at (708) 215-5418 or  
mford@stcletusparish.com for further information. Thank you!  
LAST CALL FOR JULY 10TH FOOD PANTRY 
 
There’s still a little time left to help us fill the grocery bags we 
will need for the July 10th  Food Pantry!  When you go shopping 
this week, please remember those in our community who are 
constantly struggling to put healthy food on their family’s table.  
You can drop off your donations in the designated bins in the 
Church vestibule daily from 7:45AM – 4:00 PM. All in-date non-
perishables are greatly appreciated. Your generosity continues 
to help ease some of the worries of those families who benefit 
from our monthly food distribution. A big THANKS to you all!!! 
   Mary Beth Ford 
   Director of Social Concerns 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION INFORMATION… 
 
 Junior high students (Grades 7 & 8) sign up now for 
religious eduction and become a part of the first class in our 
NEW JUNIOR HIGH PROGRAM.  CLASSES MEET JUST 
TWICE A MONTH FROM 10:45AM - 12:45PM.  We will 
attend Mass, discuss Scripture, participate in four service 
projects, listen to four speakers, and of course learn about 
the teachings and history of the Church along with how to 
make good moral decisions.  Enroll NOW and join us for an 
exciting, challenging and Spirit-filled year. 
   Pat Kahl 
   Director of Religious Education 

           1ST ANNUAL ST. CLETUS   
 
We need every single parishioner’s support 
to make our Rummage Day Sale on 
Saturday, July 26, successful!!! We need 
your time, your talent and your treasure.  
Time: Please take the time to tell your friends and neighbors 
about the sale and ask them to donate and attend.   
Talent:  Please volunteer to help organize, sell or clean up.  
“Treasures”: Please clean out your closets, basements, 
attic, etc for items to donate to the sale. Remember all 
proceeds will benefit our newly forming St. Vincent DePaul 
Society, which will allow us to reach out and help more 
people struggling in our community.  Next weekend there will 
be a Rummage Sale Flyer inserted in the Canticle detailing 
times for pick up or drop off of items, as well as dates and 
times of when volunteers are needed.  Questions?  Please 
contact Maureen at (708) 308-7345 or rummage 
sale@stcletusparish.com THANK YOU. We’re looking 
forward to having YOU join in this fun and worthwhile parish 
wide event! 



 

 

Page Six                    Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time                           July 6, 2008

Good-Bye and Good Luck!  
Fr. Pat O’Neill 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Parishioners celebrate Fr. O’Neill’s time with the parish  

at a reception in Morrissey Hall. 

THEOLOGY-ON-TAP 
 
 This summer, Divine Providence Parish in Westchester, will be hosting Theology-On-Tap for 
college age and young adults in their 20’s and 30’s.  This four-week speaker and discussion series 
begins on Wednesday, July 16 at 7:30pm at Divine Providence. 
 Dr. Terry Nelson-Johnson, director of faith formation at Old St. Patrick’s Church in Chicago, will 
speak on “Truth-telling in Relationships: What a Concept-What a Gift.”  Terry is known as 
“Catholicism’s Robin Williams” for his highly energetic and passionate approach to his presentations. 
 Refreshments and food are the hallmark of Theology-On-Tap and this year will be no different.  
For those adults with children, Childcare will be provided each evening of Theology-On-Tap in the 
Ministry Center which is located directly across from Divine Providence Church. 
 For more information about Theology-On-Tap at Divine Providence, contact Marco at (708) 562-
3364 or visit our website at www.dprov.org.  Divine Providence Parish is located at 2550 Mayfair 
Avenue in Westchester. 

 
Please remember our sick in your prayers: Betty Niwa, Donal Fox, Mary Barnish, Elaine Bianco, 
Freda Guide, Leslie Imholt, Ryan Cosgrove, Ann Fahey, Joan Klein, Sheila Nash, Rosemary Sylvester, 
Rose Olferchek, Steve Zeman, Sister Arlene Gibson, Zach Sperka, Marguerite May, Mike Patzelt, 
Rita D’Onofrio, Marilyn Matesevac, Hunter Peters, Cacilia Ziegler, Ruth Calandriello, Ann Marie Nabor, 

Nadine Pankow, Patty Johnson, Agnes Suennen, Joseph Johnson, Stephanie Yakowicz, Virginia Wilson, 
Gail Pankow-Locker, Josie Spoto, Larry Wojnar, Louise Jaunich, Frank Werner, Agnes Olszowka, Michael 
Karpinski, Augustin Jaso, Marie Krolecki, Mary O’Rourque, Debbie Broz and Scott May.   Please know we pray 
daily for our sick. 
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STEWARDSHIP 
”For my yoke is easy, and my burden light.” 

  (Matthew 11:30) 
 

When we think of being good stewards, we may think 
that God asks too much of us by asking us to generously 
share our time, talent and treasure.  But the yoke of 
stewardship is not heavy.  Good stewards learn that by 
passing up the materialism of the world, we can 
experience great joy in spending more time with God 
and sharing more of our gifts with others. 

 
Weekly Giving Summary 

 
Last Weekend.............................................. $ 30,946 
A Year Ago ......................................................     -0- 

(4 Sundays in June) 
 
This Fiscal Year……………………….…$1,432,980 
Last Fiscal Year……………………...….   1,357,567           
                                                                    
 
Actual Collections (July 07-June 08).… .$1,432,980 
Budgeted Collections (July 07-June 08)… 1,444,250 
 
Please note: Budget amount each Sunday is  $27,250. 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 
 It’s Independence Day weekend, and we are in 
the middle of a series on the Eucharistic Prayer. There is 
a link worth tracing between the Declaration of 
Independence and the language of liturgy. One of the 
signers of the Declaration on that July 4 long ago was 
Charles Carroll, probably the wealthiest man in the 
colonies and one of the few Catholics on the political 
scene. As a flourish to his signature, he sought to 
distinguish himself from other prominent citizens bearing 
the same name by penning “Charles Carroll of 
Carrolltown”—a defiant “come and get me if you dare” 
postscript aimed at the British. 
 Carroll’s brother John was a priest and patriot 
who in 1789 was given the task of organizing the 
Catholic Church in this country. By 1791 he had 
assembled a synod, or assembly of delegates, to launch 
that task formally. Archbishop Carroll wanted to gain 
acceptance of our faith by American people who 
mistrusted our customs and could not comprehend our 
liturgy. He made the amazing proposal to Rome that our 
liturgy should be prayed not in Latin, but in the 
vernacular, English. His wish was denied, but one 
hundred sixty years later, his deep desire helped the 
American bishops and scholars at the Second Vatican 
Council to win the vote in favor of the vernacular not just 
for the United States, but for the Church throughout the 
world. 

        FULL-DAY PRESCHOOL  
          Combined 3 and 4-year-olds 

      Beginning Fall 2008 
         Hours 8:15am to 3:00pm 
        Monday through Friday 

         Before and AfterCare available 
  Tuition:   $4,000 
  Fees:      $133 
          Total:      $4,133 

(ten installments of $413.30) 
 For more information, call the school office at 
(708)  352-4820. 

THE RIGHT DIRECTION  
 If we walk one step toward God, God will run 
ten steps toward us. 
—Anonymous 

SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND 
 
 There will be a special second collection 
next weekend, July 12-/13, to benefit two Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa Catholic Churches.  St. Patrick and 
St. Wenceslaus, lost everything due to the recent 
devastating floods there. The effort to save these 
Churches was brought to our attention by long-time 
parishioner, Billie Kigin, whose son, Dan, is 
helping to coordinate the emergency clean up. 
According to Dan, the dire situation is beyond 
comprehension, with dangerous levels of bacteria 
and mold making efforts that much more dangerous 
and costly. Donations will be going through All 
Saints Parish, another Cedar Rapids church , which 
was not damaged, due to its location on higher 
ground. St. Cletus Parish has a long history of 
generously reaching out to those in need, with 
monetary contributions and prayer. Thank you for 
continuing that generosity. 



 

 

Page Eight        Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time                          July 6, 2008 

PARISH STAFF 
Rev. Robert Clark 
Pastor 
Rev. Edgar Rodriguez 
Associate Pastor 
Rev. Charles Watkins 
Associate Pastor 
Rev. Charles Gallagher 
Pastor Emeritus 
 
PASTORAL STAFF 
Maria Arias 
Director of Hispanic Ministry 
(708) 352-4856 
Paulette Bolton 
Director of Worship 
(708) 352-4834 
Amy Cranny 
Director of Youth Ministry 
(708) 215-5419 
Mary Beth Ford 
Director of Social Concerns 
(708) 215-5418 
 

Debbie Lestarczyk 
Director of Facilities & Grounds 
(708) 215-5405 
Derek Sawicki 
Supervisor of Maintenance 
(708) 215-5406 
Justin Sisul 
Director of Music 
(708) 352-4547 
Christopher Wagner 
Director of Technology 
(708) 215-5420 
Dolores Wouk 
Director of Ministry of Care  
(708) 215-5407  
SCHOOL STAFF 
Jolene Hillgoth 
School Principal 
Kathy Lifka 
Assistant Principal 
Denise Parlier 
Administrative Assistant 
(708) 352-4820  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION STAFF 
Patricia Kahl 
Director of Religious Education 
Mary Lee Krieger 
Administrative Assistant 
(708) 352-2383 
 
RECTORY STAFF 
Patricia Drobny 
Bulletin Editor 
Nora Gardner 
Rectory Receptionist 
Bobbie Kallal 
Administrative Assistant 
Michele O’Brien 
Director of Financial Operations 
(708) 352-6209 

MASSESMASSESMASSES    
Saturday Evening: 5:00pm 
 
Sunday: 7:00am, 8:00am, 9:30am, 
 11:00am, 6:00pm (Spanish) 
 
Weekdays: Mon., thru Sat., 8:00am 
 
Evening before Holy Day: 7:00pm 
 
Holy Day: 6:30am, 8:00am 
 
BAPTISMSBAPTISMSBAPTISMS      
1st & 3rd Sunday of the month at 
1:00pm.  Parents must be registered 
parishioners and attend the Baptism 
Preparation Class.  Please make 
arrangements by calling the Rectory 
office (352-6209)  

WEDDINGSWEDDINGSWEDDINGS    
Dates and times are reserved for 
registered parishioners. Initial 
arrangements must be completed five 
months in advance of the wedding date. 
 
 
HOME/HOSPITAL VISITATION HOME/HOSPITAL VISITATION HOME/HOSPITAL VISITATION 
AND COMMUNION CALLSAND COMMUNION CALLSAND COMMUNION CALLS    
Please contact the Ministry of Care 
office (215-5407). 
 
 
CONFESSIONSCONFESSIONSCONFESSIONS    
Confessions every Saturday of the 
month 4:15-4:45pm.      

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION EUCHARISTIC ADORATION EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
AND BENEDICTIONAND BENEDICTIONAND BENEDICTION      
1st Monday of the Month immediately 
following the 8:00am Mass with 
Benediction at 6:45pm. 
 
 

  

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS  
Monday thru Saturday:  9:00am-5:00pm  
Sunday:   8:00am-1:00pm 

BBBULLETINULLETINULLETIN A A ARTICLESRTICLESRTICLES      
 The deadline for Canticle article 
submission is 5:00pm Friday, one full 
week prior to Sunday’s publication. 
Articles may be submitted electronically 
to canticle@stcletusparish.com. 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Pastor - Rev. Robert Clark • Associate Pastor -  Rev. Edgar Rodriguez • Associate Pastor - Rev. Charles Watkins 

 
  Co-Chairpersons:  Anne Babirak, Tom Finucane Vice - Chairperson:  Rita Mayer    
  Recording Secretary:  Sue Schiller   Corresponding Secretary:  Lori Ashe 
 
 Worship Ministry:  Sue Schiller, Jackie Wiley   Finance Liaison: Brian Kapusta 
 
 Parish Representative:  Joe Bamberger, Lori Ashe   Youth Ministry:  Barb Mitchell, Rita Mayer 
 
 Education Ministry:  Anne Babirak, (School)   Staff Representative:  Jolene Hillgoth 
                                                 Sharon Gleich (Religious Education)   
 
 Development Ministry:  Maggie Nelson, Tom Finucane  Ministry of Care/Compassionate Care Ministry: 
         C. Rodger Brown, Xavier Polanski 
             
 Hispanic Ministry:  Tim McCormick, Marynez Llanes,   Social Concerns Ministry:  Maureen Soldat,  
       Ignacio Saavedra                                   Jim Ryva 
            Technology Representative:  Julie Lenz  
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