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Mass Intentions for the Week of June 2 - June 8, 2008
Day

Time

Intention

Monday

8:00am

Purgatorial Society - Johnston Family, Jim O’Malley

Tuesday

8:00am

Dorothy A. Davis, George Nahnke

Wednesday

8:00am

Boyd Hatzell

Thursday

8:00am

John T. McTigue

Friday

8:00am

Purgatorial Society - Joseph Barrett, Jr. (Special Intention)
Nan Rettig, Erik Geyer, Frank Wojcik

Saturday

8:00am
5:00pm

Frank Wojcik, Ed Jablonowski, Betty McCarthy
Robert Suchy, Stella & Felix Gembala, Mary & Stanley Michniak,
Helen & Bruno Blachowicz, Celide Lombardi

Sunday

7:00am
8:00am
9:30am
11:00am

Leroy Laurence, Virginia Lawler
Frank P. Walsh, Nancy Flanagan
John McGovern
Timothy Benrus, Rose Ann Kozelka, Sophie Egielski, Dennis Delaney,
William Dunn
Intentions of ALL priests

6:00pm

Wedding Banns

AUXILIARY MINISTER SCHEDULE
WEEKEND OF JUNE 7/8, 2008
5:00 PM

7:00 AM

8:00 AM

9:30 AM

SM

Kalata, M.

Wiley, J.

Koch, B.

LR

Bamberger, J.

Bellisario, J.

Spizzirri, S. Gallagher, J.

Reisel, T.

B2

Kalata, M.

Wiley, J.

Koch, B.

Samuelson, D.

Bolton, P.

B3

Beales, N.

Loch, L.

Benkert, J.

Blecic, D.

Provan, J.

B4

Pogar, C.

Hagen, J.

Bliss, G.

Bartucci, C.

Ficaro, J.

B5

Ryva, J.

Hagen, Julie

Saban, J.

Meuwissen, J.

Chaney, M.

B6

Bamberger, M

Hagen, C.

Micek, J.

Horak, V.

Nash, S.

C1

Chlapecka, R.

Ford, M. B.

Dillane, J.

Herzog, T.

C2

Bozec, B.

Thuma, M.

Nilles, C.

Fisher, H.

C3

Beales, D.

Benkert, K.

Keating-Gay. S.

Provan, K.

C4

Skupien, K.

Stopka, S.

Williams, A.

Brannigan, R.

C5

Hockman, S.

Sipek, S.

Haggerty, F.

Severino, S.

C6

Andrews, D.

Walsh, M.

Nolan, J.

Schump, C.

B. Valek
J. Rhode
E. Ashe

K. Lange
L. Rogan
R. Temple

H. Griffin
T. Clarke
A. Jacobs

Altar
Servers

D. Hurley
M. Tlusty
C McLaughlin

J. Nelson
B. Kelly
J. Krecek

Samuelson, D.

11:00 AM
Bolton, P.

Anitra Keyes
&
Joel Hamilton
Katie Moss
&
Mike Brazee
Thank You for
Rebuilding Lives…
Restoring Dignity
Catholic Charities
wishes to Thank each person, who
gave to the 2008 Mother’s Day
Appeal. Your gift will help women
raise their families, care for loved ones
and live with dignity. When times are
tough, your help is needed more than
ever. Your generosity means we can
do more for the poor and vulnerable in
our midst.

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Ss. Marcellinus and Peter
St. Charles Lwanga and companions
St. Boniface
St. Norbert; First Friday
Blessed Virgin Mary; First Saturday

William Rogan, Sr.,
father of William Rogan, Jr.

May God grant him eternal rest. Amen.

June 1, 2008

Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Page Three

Notes from Father Bob…
Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
The first reading sees the path of goodness as the following of the Law given by God: “I set before
you today a blessing and a curse: a blessing, if you obey the commandments of the Lord our God that I enjoin
on you today; a curse, if you disobey the commandments of the Lord your God and leave the way I have
marked out for you” (Deuteronomy 11:26). That seems pretty clear, but in the second reading Paul tells us
that, “both Jew and pagan sinned and forfeited God’s glory” (Romans 3:22). None of us has the necessary
qualifications and experience to be good.
Fortunately the good news is that serving God does not depend upon our qualifications and
experience. The only qualification for being just in God’s eyes is that he loves us and that Jesus died for us.
Paul tells us that we are “justified through the free gift of his grace by being redeemed in Christ Jesus who
was appointed by God to sacrifice his life so as to win reconciliation through faith” (Romans 3:23). This does
not mean that we do not have to change our lives however. God loves me just the way I am but he does not
leave me the way I am. Being justified means being changed into a person whose life is based on the solid
teaching given by Christ.
In today’s Gospel Jesus insists on real change: “It is not those who say to me, ‘Lord, Lord’, who will
enter the kingdom of heaven, but the person who does the will of my Father in heaven” (Matthew 7:21).
We need to build our lives on the firm foundation of his teaching if our lives are to be changed: “everyone
who listens to these words of mine and acts on them will be like a sensible man who built his house on
rock” (Matthew 7:24). Listening or not listening to the words of Jesus is a matter of choice, a matter of life
and death.
It is quite easy to love a mental image of Jesus, something based on a picture or a statue we have seen.
That is not enough. Calling out “Lord, Lord,” is not enough. We need to be sure that we love the REAL
Jesus. If we are going to love the REAL Jesus and not the Jesus of our own imagination we need to be made
and re-made through listening to his words and following his teaching.
If we try to apply this truth to our lives in a practical way we might start by reading the Gospels
seriously and thinking about how to live according to the teachings of Jesus that we find in them. If that is
too difficult we could simply try to set aside a few minutes each week to think about the Sunday Gospel and
ask ourselves some key questions. I could ask whether I have really accepted the values that Jesus teaches.
I could ask whether they influence the way I treat others, my choices about the use of my time or maybe my
choice of career. I can ask whether his teaching really influences my political ideas and social attitudes.
If they do, then I am like a person whose house is built upon a rock. Nothing can shake me because I know
just whose disciple I am!

ST. CLETUS SCHOOL GRADUATION
It is with the greatest pride that I announce that 38 of our young men and women will receive
diplomas this afternoon. We will have a special liturgy at 12:30 pm to thank God for their years with us here
at St. Cletus School. The entire parish community shares with joy in offering congratulations to the class of
2008 and wish them the greatest success as they continue their academic endeavors in high school.
It is our prayer and our hope that they will take the lessons that they have learned about faith and
family with them wherever they go. Please know that you always have a home here at St. Cletus Parish and
that our thoughts and prayers are with you always.
Blessings in Abundance to All Our Graduates,

Father Bob
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Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen
and grow—a day at a time.

SUNDAY, JUNE 1, 2008
NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Words indeed
To do something well, it helps to believe in what you’re doing. To
think what you’re doing is meaningful usually contributes to doing it
better. The other side of the coin is acting on what you believe—
making what is paramount in your life the center of your actions. This
way of going about things applies to the most important task of all,
living your faith. Believe in what you do, and do you what you believe,
and you will be on solid ground.
TODAY’S READINGS: Deuteronomy 11:18, 26-28, 32; Romans
3:21-25, 28; Matthew 7:21-27
“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on
them will be like a wise man who built his house on rock.”
MONDAY, JUNE 2
FEAST OF MARCELLINUS AND PETER, MARTYRS
Built with living stones
As we sit on padded pews in air-conditioned churches, it’s challenging
to imagine that faith in Jesus was ever a life-threatening decision. But
for the first several centuries, Christianity was both a creed and a death
sentence to those who embraced it. So Marcellinus the priest and Peter
the exorcist went to their deaths in the year 304 in Rome. Poems were
written about them; their relics were preserved; miracles were reported
concerning them; and a church was built over their catacombs. The
church we belong to today was built with living stones. Share their
boldness and their witness!
TODAY’S READINGS: 2 Peter 1:2-7; Mark 12:1-12
“ ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the
cornerstone.’ ”
TUESDAY, JUNE 3
FEAST OF CHARLES LWANGA AND COMPANIONS, MARTYRS
Just say no
People in power have been known to overstep their bounds and ask for
more than is their rightful due. Such demands rarely turn out well—at
least in the short run—for anyone who refuses the unfair request. Case
in point: Charles Lwanga and hundreds of other Ugandan teens who
were tortured and executed in the 19th century after their chieftain grew
jealous of their devotion to Christianity and ordered them to denounce
their faith. As the young men burned in a massive pyre, their torturers
were assured of their victims’ deaths only when the martyrs stopped
praying. Pray for the spiritual gifts of fortitude and piety when you are
asked to do something you know would mean giving to others what is
rightfully yours—and God’s.
TODAY’S READINGS: 2 Peter 3:12-15a, 17-18; Mark 12:1317
“Give to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and
to God the things that are God’s.”
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 4
Imposition of hands
As the early church began the transition from its first generation into
the next, the apostles took great care that the “sound words” and actions
of the faith would remain continuous and unified. We see this concern
for unity in the pastoral letters written in the name of Saint Paul. Paul
tells Timothy that his obligation to the true teachings of Christ as well
as the grace of God to speak them is the result of the “imposition of my
hands.” This special gift of authority, which is given sacramentally by
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God through the earthly imposition of hands, serves as a guarantee of
unity through the successive generations. Authority is not, then, a gift
one can give to oneself. Consider all the impositions of hands that have
come down through the centuries.
TODAY’S READINGS: 2 Timothy 1:1-3, 6-12; Mark 12:18-27
“God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit
of power and of love and of self-discipline.”
THURSDAY, JUNE 5
FEAST OF BONIFACE, BISHOP, MARTYR
Don’t miss God’s bus
Have you ever just missed catching a bus? You don’t have to miss it by
much. It gives you an idea of what Jesus meant when he said a scribe
was “not far” from the kingdom of God. Imagine yourself ending up
“not far” from God’s kingdom. It would be like missing a bus by just a
few seconds. In this case, a miss is as good as a mile. Making the
kingdom is more than knowing the Bible and getting religion right. It’s
knowing Christ and living in his love. Saint Boniface sacrificed
everything for the sake of the kingdom. What will you sacrifice today?
TODAY’S READINGS: 2 Timothy 2:8-15; Mark 12:28-34
“When Jesus saw that (he) answered with understanding, he
said to him, ‘You are not far from the kingdom of God.’ ”
FRIDAY, JUNE 6
Like it says in the Bible
While all scripture may be useful for teaching, correction, and training,
scripture can also be abused if used as a collection of proof-text arrows
to aim at whomever one’s antagonist might be. Witness justifying
slavery with Exodus 21:20-21, or Leviticus 18:22 to support
homophobia. One who merely tosses quotations about has not looked
beneath the word surface but uses select (and sometimes mistranslated)
texts to justify a prevailing prejudice. Timothy encourages the use of
scripture to equip us “for every good work,” not for attack. Our culture
is accustomed to headlines and sound bites, but a serious faith requires
us to constantly deepen our understanding of both God and our world.
We did not learn everything we need to know about our faith in
kindergarten, or in CCD.
TODAY’S READINGS: 2 Timothy 3:10-17; Mark 12:35-37
“All scripture is inspired by God and is useful . . . so that one
who belongs to God may be competent, equipped for every
good work.”
SATURDAY, JUNE 7 - How to make a fortune with a penny
Alchemy was an ancient practice, part science and part philosophy,
which aimed to create gold from lesser metals, discover a universal
cure for disease, and, while they were at it, indefinitely prolong life.
The fact that it didn’t work never prevented anyone from attempting it.
But there is a spiritual alchemy that gains an eternal kingdom for the
price of a penny. The widow in the gospel story practiced
transformation successfully, according to Jesus. Mary of Nazareth
gained the same kingdom at the price of her “yes.” Want a kingdom?
One word is all it takes.
TODAY’S READINGS: 2 Timothy 4:1-8; Mark 12:38-44
“A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins,
which are worth a penny.”
©2008 by TrueQuest Communications, L.L.C. PHONE: 800-942-2811;
mail@takefiveforfaith.com; WEBSITE:
www.TakeFiveForFaith.com. Licensed for noncommercial use. All
rights reserved. Scripture quotes come from the New Revised Standard
Version of the Bible.
E-MAIL:

Contributors: Father Paul Boudreau, Alice Camille, Daniel Grippo,
Father Larry Janowski, Ann O’Connor, Sean Reynolds, Joel Schorn,
and Patrice J. Tuohy
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WE’RE HERE FOR YOU!
INTERFAITH COMMUNITY PARTNERS, a network of trained volunteers from local churches, including
St. Cletus Church, helps older adults in our community maintain their independence and remain connected to
their communities through:
•
•
•
•

Home Visits
Transportation to Medical Appointments
Grocery Shopping
Phone Calls to Provide Reassurance

If you or a friend could benefit from these services, or if you are able to volunteer to help, please call
Interfaith Community Partners at (708)579-8929. Or you may contact Mary Beth Ford at (708) 215-5418 or
mford@stcletusparish.com.
Here’s another way to support the work of Interfaith Community Partners: Eat Italian on the first
Thursday of each month. Alex and Aldo’s, located at 720 East 31st Street, La Grange Park, (708) 354-1390,
donates 10% of their proceeds on this day to ICP. This includes take-out, delivery, or dining in their small cozy
establishment. Eat well and support a great cause!
WE NEED YOUR HELP!

The Food Pantry is in need of some specific items for the June 12 food distribution: dry pinto beans, rice,
peanut butter, jelly, pasta & pasta sauce, and meals in a can/box. As always, we welcome all in-date non-perishables,
but if you could also add one or more of the most needed items listed above to your shopping list, we’d really
appreciate it. Your food donations may be dropped off in the designated food bins in the Madonna della Strada shine
area in church. Thank you for faithfully answering Christ’s call to feed the hungry.
ATTENTION SENIORS AND THEIR CAREGIVERS

The Aging Well Community Action Team of La Grange and La Grange Park wants you to know about
“ONE CALL for seniors” to find free information about resources such as Benefits Assistance, Housing, Health Care,
Home Maintenance, Social Services, Wellness Programs, Support for Caregivers, Transportation, and much more.
That one call is to the Southwest Suburban Center on Aging, 111 West Harris Avenue, La Grange, IL, (708) 354 1323.

Mary Beth Ford
Director of Social Concerns

Please remember our sick in your prayers: Matt Wulff, Betty Niwa, Donal Fox, Bernie Kelly,
Mary Barnish, Elaine Bianco, Freda Guide, Leslie Imholt, Ryan Cosgrove, Ann Fahey, Joan Klein,
Sheila Nash, Rosemary Sylvester, Rose Olferchek, Steve Zeman, Mary Jane Taylor, Sister Arlene Gibson, Zach
Sperka, Marguerite May, Mike Patzelt, Rita D’Onofrio, Marilyn Matesevac, Hunter Peters, Cacilia Ziegler,
Ruth Calandriello, Ann Marie Nabor, Nadine Pankow, Patty Johnson, Agnes Suennen, Joseph Johnson, Stephanie
Yakowicz, Virginia Wilson, Gail Pankow-Locker, Josie Spoto, Larry Wojnar, Louise Jaunich, Frank Werner,
Agnes Olszowka, Michael Karpinski, Augustin Jaso, Marie Krolecki, Mary O’Rourque, Debbie Broz and
Scott May. Also pray for our parishioners who are in nursing homes or are homebound unable to attend Mass.
Please know we pray daily for our sick.
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Dear Friends in Christ,
On the weekend of June 7/8, 2008, we will
begin the first special collection for the Retired
Priests of the Archdiocese.
You may be aware that the December
collection for Retired Religious is designated to
provide only for Religious Orders. Archdiocesan
priests do not receive any funds from this collection.
Our retired priests who administer parishes have
given new life to many communities. Your
generosity and your prayers are a great affirmation of
the work of our retired priests. You are in my
prayers; please keep me in yours.
Sincerely yours in Christ,
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago
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Stewardship
We all invest so much time, energy and
resources into building our material home. Yet, it is
not our permanent home. Our true home will be with
God someday. Do we spend time, talent and treasure
to build a strong foundation for our heavenly home?
Or do we only put our efforts into an earthly home,
which will be blown away like sand.
This is what the Lord asks of you:
To live justly, to love tenderly,
to walk humbly with your God.
Micah 6:8
Weekly Giving Summary
Last Weekend............................................. $ 29,139
A Year Ago ................................................ 24,562

CONFIRMATION NEWS: At St. Cletus, we offer a
two (2) year high school Confirmation program.
Registration forms have been sent out to all registered
8th grade students in St. Cletus School and Religious
Ed programs and all returning 9th grade students.
If you have not received a packet and would like
information, please call me in the Youth Ministry
office at 708-215-5419. Registration is due by July 1,
2008.
HELP WANTED: The teen advisory commissions
board has planned a mission trip this summer to
Cass Lake, Minnesota from July 20 - July 25. We will
be doing home repair projects and working with the
Native American children in KidsClub. We are
looking for an adult male to chaperone and assist us
on this trip. If you are at least 25 years old and would
be interested in volunteering your time to go with us,
please call me for more information at 708-215-5419.
SOFTBALL TIME: We will once again be playing
“pick up” games of 16” co-ed softball on Sunday
evenings throughout the summer for all high school
teens. We will start on June 1, at 6:00pm in the field
behind St. Cletus. We will end at 7:30pm. Please
bring a water bottle and appropriate attire. We hope
to see you there!

Amy Cranny
Youth Director

Sunday Collections thru 05/25/08……….$1,301,492
Sunday Collections thru 05/27/07………. 1,213,229

MANNA CASH & CARRY
NEXT WEEKEND!
MANNA will be available after all Masses NEXT
weekend, JUNE 7/8, in the church vestibule.
Please consider using MANNA for your
Father’s Day gifts! Questions? Please call Caryn
Dombro (630) 789-8560 or Lisa Heim (708) 3544257.

HOLY NAME SOCIETY
The Holy Name Society’s last meeting before
summer vacation will be on Friday, June 6, at 8:00pm, in
Room 201 of the Education Building. Guest speaker will
be Don Johnson from the Board of CAHNS (Chicago
Area Holy Name Societies), an organization of more
than 60 HNS groups from around the Diocese. Also on
the agenda is Mission Sunday, June 21/22, and the July 4
Veteran’s Mass. All men of the parish are welcome.

Jim Matthews
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PARISH STAFF
Rev. Robert Clark
Pastor
Rev. Patrick O’Neill
Associate Pastor
Rev. Charles Watkins
Associate Pastor
Rev. Charles Gallagher
Pastor Emeritus
PASTORAL STAFF

Maria Arias
Director of Hispanic Ministry
(708) 352-4856
Paulette Bolton
Director of Worship
(708) 352-4834
Amy Cranny
Director of Youth Ministry
(708) 215-5419
Mary Beth Ford
Director of Social Concerns
(708) 215-5418

Debbie Lestarczyk
Director of Facilities & Grounds
(708) 215-5405
Derek Sawicki
Supervisor of Maintenance
(708) 215-5406
Justin Sisul
Director of Music
(708) 352-4547
Christopher Wagner
Director of Technology
(708) 215-5420
Dolores Wouk
Director of Ministry of Care
(708) 215-5407

June 1, 2008
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION STAFF
Patricia Kahl
Director of Religious Education
Mary Lee Krieger
Administrative Assistant
(708) 352-2383

RECTORY STAFF
Bobbie Kallal
Director of Pastoral Services
Michele O’Brien
Director of Financial Operations
Patricia Drobny
Bulletin Editor
Nora Gardner
Rectory Receptionist
(708) 352-6209

SCHOOL STAFF
Jolene Hillgoth
School Principal
Kathy Lifka
Assistant Principal
Denise Parlier
Administrative Assistant
(708) 352-4820

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS
Monday thru Saturday: 9:00am-5:00pm
Sunday: 8:00am-1:00pm

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Pastor - Rev. Robert Clark • Associate Pastor - Rev. Patrick O’Neill • Associate Pastor - Rev. Charles Watkins
Co-Chairpersons: Anne Babirak, Tom Finucane
Recording Secretary: Sue Schiller

Vice - Chairperson: Rita Mayer
Corresponding Secretary: Lori Ashe

Worship Ministry: Sue Schiller, Jackie Wiley

Finance Liaison: Brian Kapusta

Parish Representative: Joe Bamberger, Lori Ashe

Youth Ministry: Barb Mitchell, Rita Mayer

Education Ministry: Anne Babirak, (School)
Sharon Gleich (Religious Education)

Staff Representative: Jolene Hillgoth

Development Ministry: Maggie Nelson, Tom Finucane

Ministry of Care/Compassionate Care Ministry:
C. Rodger Brown, Xavier Polanski

Hispanic Ministry: Tim McCormick, Marynez Llanes,
Social Concerns Ministry: Maureen Soldat,
Ignacio Saavedra
Jim Ryva
Technology Representative: Julie Lenz

MASSES

WEDDINGS

Saturday Evening: 5:00pm

Dates and times are reserved for
registered parishioners. Initial
arrangements must be completed five
months in advance of the wedding date.

Sunday: 7:00am, 8:00am, 9:30am,
11:00am, 6:00pm (Spanish)
Weekdays: Mon., thru Sat., 8:00am
Evening before Holy Day: 7:00pm
Holy Day: 6:30am, 8:00am

HOME/HOSPITAL VISITATION
AND COMMUNION CALLS

BAPTISMS

Please contact the Ministry of Care
office (215-5407).

1st & 3rd Sunday of the month at
1:00pm. Parents must be registered
parishioners and attend the Baptism
Preparation Class. Please make
arrangements by calling the Rectory
office (352-6209)

CONFESSIONS
Confessions every Saturday of the
month 4:15-4:45pm.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
AND BENEDICTION
1st Monday of the Month immediately
following the 8:00am Mass with
Benediction at 6:45pm.
Adoración Nocturna continues until
8:00pm with song and prayer.

BULLETIN ARTICLES
The deadline for Canticle article
submission is 5:00pm Friday, one full
week prior to Sunday’s publication.
Articles may be submitted electronically to
canticle@stcletusparish.com.

