THE FIRST ST. CLETUS PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Congratulations!
OFFICERS
CO-CHAIRMEN: Anne Babirak

VICE CHAIRMAN: Rita Mayer

Tom Finucane

RECORDING SECRETARY: Sue Schiller

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY: Lori Ashe

MINISTRY COMMISSIONS REPRESENTATIVES
CLERGY:

HISPANIC MINISTRY COMMISSION:

Fr. Bob Clark
Fr. Pat O’Neill
Fr. Charles Watkins

Tim McCormick
Marynez Llanes
Ignacio Saavedra

WORSHIP MINISTRY COMMISSION:

YOUTH MINISTRY COMMISSION:

Sue Schiller
Jackie Wiley

Barb Mitchell
Rita Mayer

EDUCATION MINISTRY COMMISSION:

SOCIAL CONCERNS MINISTRY COMMISSION:

Anne Babirak (School)
Sharon Gleich (Religious Education)

Maureen Soldat
Jim Ryva

DEVELOPMENT MINISTRY COMMISSION:

MINISTRY OF CARE/
COMPASSIONATE CARE COMMISSION:

Maggie Nelson
Tom Finucane

C. Rodger Brown
Xavier Polanski

PARISH REPRESENTATIVES:

PARISH LIFE MINISTRY (AT LARGE):

Joe Bamberger
Lori Ashe

Joe Bamberger
Lori Ashe

STAFF REPRESENTATIVE:

TECHNOLOGY MINISTRY COMMISSION:

Jolene Hillgoth

Julie Lenz

PARISH FINANCE COMMITTEE LIAISON:
Brian Kapusta
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Mass Intentions for the Week of January 14 - January 20, 2008
Day

Time

Intention

Monday

8:00am

Purgatorial Society - Giovanna & Louis Vieceli, Eva & Stanley Grabowski

Tuesday

8:00am

Walter Kelly

Wednesday

8:00am

Priests of the Parish

Thursday

8:00am

Robert Suchy, Lawrence Vieceli, Elfie Frank

Friday

8:00am

Purgatorial Society - Frank Baggio

Saturday

8:00am
5:00pm

People of St. Cletus
Wanda Knapp, Jozef Slowik, John Wagner, Sr., Henry Zieminski,
Wanda Slowik

Sunday

7:00am
8:00am
9:30am
11:00am

Laverne Smolinski
John Burns, Rose Mary Ptak, Frank Wojcik
Eleanor Dods
Edward Flannery, Timothy Benrus, Samuel Pisoni, Kathleen Regalado

January 19/20
5:00pm - J. Krecek, A. Anfield, J. Pristo
7:00am - R. Temple, A. Rodriguez, M. Thomas
8:00am - J. Jaskierski, J. Chervinko, P. Kelley
9:30am - B. Stepuszek, M. Bruce, Z. Quick
11:00am - J. Ward, K. Lawler, K. Guidice

Please pray for those who have
died and their families:

† Frank Mendrala,
†

Saturday, January 19, 2008
5:00 pm
LR Augustine, E

LR McMahon, H

SM Kalata, M

C1 Loch, L

B2 Boyer, K

C2 Bozec, B

B3 Stumreiter, E

B3 Guide, A

C3 Wouk, D

B4 Kunkel, J

C4 Hullinger, S

B4 Delaloye, J

C4 Kalata, M

B5 Zupanic, R

C5 Horak, V

B5 Bartucci, C

C5 Ryva, J

B6 Maday, J

C6 Blecic, D

B6 Andrews, D

C6 Hockman, S

Sunday, January 20, 2008
7:00 am

LR Loch, L

SM Zmuda, R

11:00 am
SM Bolton, P
B2 Provan, K
B3 Mangahas, A

C1 Dillane, J
C2 Burke, K
C3 Nilles, C

LR Bolton, W
C1 Bolton, P
C2 Provan, J
C3 Meuwissen, J

B2 Zmuda, R

B4 Hoskins, C

C4 Bolton, P

B3 Zmuda, L

B5 Heyes, S

C5 Heyes, M

B4 Stamm, R

John Hovorka,

B6 Stamm, B

B6 Chaney, M

B5 Mezan, M A

8:00 am

C6 Gebka, M L

LR Hagen, K
C1 Warren, C

Anne Bresnahan,

SM Samuelson, D
B2 Parilier, J

C2 Parlier, D

Mother of Ann Seiler

B3 Micek, J

C3 Hogue, K

† Sister Elizabeth Kotre
† Walter Rogers,

9:30 am
SM Hullinger, S
B2 Haggerty, F

Father of Joann Frelly
Father of Karen DalPorto

†

Auxiliary Minister Schedule

B4 Welch, J

C4 Samuelson, D

B5 Walsh, M J

C5 Kuchta, A

B6 Zaremba, E

C6 Saban, J

Husband of Rosemary

Please remember our sick in your prayers: Leslie Imholt, Ryan Cosgrove, Vincent Trauth, Ann Fahey,
Joan Klein, Sheila Nash, Rosemary Sylvester, Rose Olferchek, Steve Zeman, Mary Jane Taylor, Sister
Arlene Gibson, Zach Sperka, Marguerite May, Mike Patzelt, Richard Taylor, Rita D’Onofrio, Marilyn
Matesevac, Hunter Peters, Mario Aguilar, Cacilia Ziegler, Jackie Dudley, Ruth Calandriello, Ann Marie Nabor,
Patty Johnson, Connie Kostecki, Agnes Suennen, Joseph Johnson, Bridie Boyce, Stephanie Yakowicz, Virginia
Wilson, Josie Spoto, Larry Wojnar, Louise Jaunich, Frank Werner, Agnes Olszowka, Michael Karpinski,
Emil Chlapecka, Augustin Jaso, Marie Krolecki, Mary O’Rourque, Debbie Broz, Scott May. Also pray for our
parishioners who are in nursing homes or homebound and unable to attend Mass. Please know we pray daily for
our sick.
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Notes from Father Bob…
Baptism of the Lord
By Baptism we too are anointed by the Spirit. This means that we too are inspired to follow
in the footsteps of Peter in the living out of Christ’s message. We too may need to make
breakthroughs in our understanding of that message as we go through life. It is not a message that
is given in a fixed package in advance. It is a message that unfolds more and more as we allow
ourselves to be guided by the Spirit, and, again, the Spirit may lead us down uncharted paths. But if
we want to check whether the underlying direction of the Spirit is active within us, we need only
look again at the examples offered by Peter and Paul. Are we conveyors of the good news of peace?
Are we unifiers and reconcilers or do we drive others apart? Are we healers? Have we got in touch
with that inner power that can bring about healing and renewal in the lives of others? The Church
has always been involved in the service of healing, whether spiritual or physical. Many Christians
give themselves to the healing professions under the Spirit’s inspiration, but through the power of
baptism we are all called to heal each other through the little acts of daily care. Finally, when we
look at our lives, do we, like Jesus, go around doing good? Is the world a better place for our
presence in it? When we are touched by the Spirit, we are all able to be life-giving performers in the
great dance of creation.

Special Thanks
On this Feast of the Baptism of the Lord we conclude our Christmas celebration for this
year. I would like to take a moment to thank all those who made our worship experience so
fulfilling over the past several weeks. Thank you for all the hard work of our Worship Commission
in planning and implementing our parish theme which was “Light Our World with Peace.” We
thank all the ministers of the Eucharist, lectors, servers, and ushers who served us so faithfully all
year long. We are grateful for the wonderful music of our choirs, musicians, and cantors which
uplift us each week in prayer. Very special thanks goes out to our committee which was in charge
of our Advent and Christmas environment along with our parish maintenance staff which helped
them to put it together. We could not have ever asked for a more prayerful and beautiful setting in
which to worship during this holy season. Our parish has truly been blessed throughout this whole
Christmas season. May God pour out His blessings on each of these dedicated people.
Blessings of Your Baptism Always!!!
Love,

Fr. Bob
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Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will
deepen and grow—a day at a time.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 13, 2008
FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD; VOCATIONS AWARENESS
WEEK; WORLD DAY OF REFUGEES AND MIGRANTS
Commit, follow, serve
Today we have a rare collision of three important
commemorations: the Baptism of the Lord, the start of Vocations
Awareness Week, and a day in memory of the world’s refugees
and migrants. But these feasts go hand in hand: In
commemorating the baptism of Jesus, we actually remember our
own baptisms, where our commitment to follow Jesus began.
This commitment—our Christian vocation—is at its essence a
call to bring good news to the poor. The poverty-stricken refugee
and migrant populations of the world are in dire need of good
news. Go forth among the people.
TODAY’S READINGS: Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7; Acts 10:34-38;
Matthew 3:13-17
“I have given you as a light to the nations, to bring out
from the prison those who sit in darkness.”

January 13, 2008

insufficient. Samuel must also declare himself the servant of the
lord. Likewise, we should not rely on just showing up for the
Lord. The final 10 percent is the whole way.
TODAY’S READINGS: 1 Samuel 3:1-10, 19-20; Mark 1:29-39
“As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let
none of his words fall to the ground.”
THURSDAY, JANUARY 17 - FEAST OF ANTHONY, ABBOT
Desert demons, desert grace
Anyone who thinks of monks, nuns, or hermits as fugitives from
the struggles of “real” life needs to meet Anthony of Egypt. His
notorious confrontations with desert demons, while exaggerated
by artists from Bosch to Dali, were as real as those of any
contemporary city-dweller struggling to live a godly life. The
demons within are not felt only in the desert, and they’re not
always your standard “world, flesh, and devil,” but may take the
shape of boredom (“same old same old”) and laziness
(“whatever”), as they did for Anthony. Not only are our struggles
to stay faithful something we have in common with saints, but like
them our only recourse is God.
TODAY’S READINGS: 1 Samuel 4:1-11; Mark 1:40-45
“He was outside in desert places, and they came to him
from every quarter.”

FRIDAY, JANUARY 18 - One in Jesus
Today begins the Octave (“eight days”) of Prayer for Christian
MONDAY, JANUARY 14 - Rapid response team
Unity, a week of special prayer for the unity of all Christians with
Those first disciples called by Jesus “immediately” left everything Jesus the Lord—who prayed at the Last Supper for his followers
and followed him. Often we’re inspired by a Sunday sermon or
“that they all may be one.” Many things keep Christians in their
something we read in the paper or hear on the news. Then we
separate churches and communities. But in the end they share a
feel the need to change our lives in some way in order to
common faith in Jesus who shows us who God is and calls us to
become better people. Yet change is hard when so much holds
love one another as God loves us. Pray today—and this week,
us in place: our families, our jobs—all our responsibilities. Yet
and beyond this week—that Christians will find more to unite
there is always a need to leave something behind in order to gain them than divide them.
something better. What must you let go of today in order to
TODAY’S READINGS: 1 Samuel 8:4-7, 10-22a; Mark 2:1answer the Lord’s call to fulfillment?
12
TODAY’S READINGS: 1 Samuel 1:1-8; Mark 1:14-20
“So many gathered around that there was no longer room
“Jesus said, ‘Follow me and I will make you fish for
for them . . . and Jesus was speaking the Word to them.”
people.’ And immediately they left their nets and
followed him.”
SATURDAY, JANUARY 19 - Get into the ecumenical spirit
Not sure what you can do to promote Christian unity besides
TUESDAY, JANUARY 15 - FEAST OF ITA, VIRGIN, ABBESS
avoiding calling other Christians non-Catholics? Here is some
The head of the class
simple advice found in Vatican II’s Decree on Ecumenism: “All
After rejecting her father’s wishes that she marry a nobleman, Ita the faithful should remember that the more effort they make to
(born Deirdre in the fifth century) left home at the age of 16 and
live holier lives according to the gospel, the better will they further
established a convent in what is now the county of Limerick,
Christian unity and put it into practice. For the closer their union
Ireland. In addition to her devotion to prayer and care of the sick, with the Father, the Word, and the Spirit, the more deeply and
the poor, and the elderly, Ita founded a school for boys. Among
easily will they be able to grow in mutual brotherly love. This
her students was Brendan, who later became a saint in his own
change of heart and holiness of life, along with public and private
right: Saint Brendan the Navigator. He credits Ita as one of the
prayer for the unity of Christians, should be regarded as the soul
most important influences of his life.
of the whole ecumenical movement, and merits the name
We might not be in charge of a classroom, but we’re all
‘spiritual ecumenism.’ ”
teachers in one way or another, affecting and influencing the
TODAY’S READINGS: 1 Samuel 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1; Mark
people around us by what we say and do. What are my words
2:13-17
and actions teaching others today?
“Many tax collectors and sinners were also sitting with
TODAY’S READINGS: 1 Samuel 1:9-20; Mark 1:21-28
Jesus—for there were many who followed him.”
“What is this? A new teaching with authority.”
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 16 - Just being there is not enough
Woody Allen once said, “90 percent of life is just showing up.”
What, though, do we do for the other 10 percent? The story of
God calling the prophet Samuel attests that just showing up
won’t take you the whole way. The first two times Samuel heard
a voice calling him in the night, he responded only, “Here I am!”
The priest Eli, knowing something of God’s ways, informs the
young man that merely presenting himself in the holy place is

©2008 by TrueQuest Communications, L.L.C. PHONE: 800-942-2811;
E-MAIL: mail@takefiveforfaith.com; WEBSITE:
www.TakeFiveForFaith.com. Licensed for noncommercial use. All
rights reserved. Scripture quotes come from the New Revised
Standard Version of the Bible.
Contributors: Father Paul Boudreau, Alice Camille, Daniel Grippo,
Father Larry Janowski, Ann O’Connor, Sean Reynolds, Joel Schorn,
and Patrice J. Tuohy

January 13, 2008

The Baptism of the Lord

Page Five

THE LORD IS MY LIGHT…PSALM 27:1

St. Cletus Parishioners
We are pleased to welcome these
newly registered parishioners to our
parish family: Mr. & Mrs. Brian Flood, and Mr.
& Mrs. Frederick Sager.
If you have been attending St. Cletus, but
have not yet registered as a parishioner, please
consider the commitment of parish membership.

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED
Our annual brunch meeting
will be held on Friday, January 18,
at 9:30am. The location this year
will be the United Methodist
Church in Western Springs (4300
Howard Avenue.)
A donation of $5 is
requested for your reservation and
ticket. If you are interested, call
Mary White, (708) 246-0340 or
Alice Katzmarek, (708) 354-7054,
before January 14.
All women, and clergy are
invited and welcome.

BAPTISM
PLEASE WELCOME …
ELLA MARIE SHELDON
Daughter of Craig & Kristin (Minchuk) Sheldon
TO OUR PARISH FAMILY.

2008 ARCHDIOCESAN
ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL
COMMITMENT WEEKEND JANUARY 26/27
Many of our parishioners either have or soon
will receive a mailing from Cardinal George. He
will ask that you make a pledge to the 2008 Annual
Catholic Appeal .
The Appeal not only funds the operations of
the Archdiocese, it funds services that are of great
help to the ministries here in our parish.
Your financial support is important. The
success of the Appeal depends upon the gifts given
by each of us to support our Archdiocese. Each of
our gifts enables our parishioners to reach far beyond
our parish boundaries. They bring the light of Christ
to many who are served through education, ministry
and services provided by the Archdiocese of
Chicago.
Please answer the Cardinal’s request and
make a generous pledge. Thank you.

Don’t Miss This!
Mark Your Calendar
On Monday, January 21, 2008, the Office
for Racial Justice and Catholics United for Racial
Justice are proud to sponsor a Vicariate IV
presentation of Storyteller Susan O’Halloran’s
“Stories of RACE, Stories of PLACE, Stories of
GRACE” which celebrates Cardinal George’s
pastoral letter on racism, “DWELL IN MY
LOVE”, and highlights the four types of racism
outlined in the pastoral letter. The program begins
at 7 PM at St. Francis Xavier Parish, 124 N.
Spring Avenue in LaGrange. There is no charge
for this event; however, a free will donation will
be appreciated. This program is partially
supported by a grant from the Illinois Arts
Council. For information or directions, please
visit Office for Racial Justice Bulletin
Announcements www.dwellinmylove.org.

PEACE
We should have great peace if we did not busy
ourselves with what others say and do.
--Thomas à Kempis
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Activity
Night

PLEASE REMEMBER THESE STUDENTS AND THEIR FAMILIES IN YOUR PRAYERS AS THEY PREPARE TO
RECEIVE THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION ON TUESDAY, JANUARY 15.
Pat Kahl, Director of Religious Education
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Food Pantry Update:
Because of the faithful generosity of our
parishioners and friends in the community, the St. Cletus
Food Pantry is starting out the New Year with groceries
on our pantry shelves, even after our January 10th
distribution! Please keep up the good work and
remember…

• All in-date non-perishables are greatly appreciated.
Our staple items include cereal, rice, dry pinto beans,
peanut butter, jelly, soup, meals in a can or box, pasta,
pasta sauce, canned fruits, canned vegetables, tuna,
macaroni & cheese and paper products. Although we
now have a moderate supply of most of these staples
on hand, we do not have any bags of rice or pinto
beans on our shelves at this time. (2-3lb. bags work out
best for us.)
• Each month we have a “specials table” where we have
extra items from which our clients choose a couple of
items. Some favorites include coffee, oatmeal, juice or
soft drinks, crackers, side dishes, baby food, diapers,
toiletries, cleaning supplies, laundry detergent and dish
washing soap. (If available, one of these extra items is
also put in each pre-packed family bag.)
• Check expiration dates to avoid out-of-date goods
which we cannot use.
• These items can be dropped off in the Church vestibule
in the designated food bins located in the Madonna
della Strada shrine area.
• We can also use large brown grocery bags, since we
double bag the groceries we distribute each month.
Please drop those off in the food bins.
The Food Pantry distributes groceries from the
vestibule of the Church on the second Thursday of each
month, from 6:30-8:00 PM. Our next distribution is on
February 14. Please continue to make it a routine to pick
up some items for the Food Pantry when you do your
weekly grocery shopping.
ONE LAST NOTATION: In the last few weeks
people have been dropping off used clothing, toys and
household items in the nurse’s room or food bins in
Church. Although these donations are well-intentioned, at
this time we have no means of storing or distributing
these items. Please donate them to other charitable
organizations. Thank you.
If you have any questions, you can contact me at
(708) 215-5418 or mford@stcletusparish.com.
Thanks again!

Mary Beth Ford
Director of Social Concern
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Stewardship
As we begin a new year, let us take time to
plan and make Stewardship of time and talent a part
of our lifestyle and Stewardship of treasure a part of
our budget.
Your first responsibility is to take care of
your needs and the needs of your family-not
necessarily all their wants. In looking at what we
need versus what we want, we end up placing
material things and money in their proper
perspective.
“Everyone must give according to what he has
inwardly decided; not sadly, not grudgingly, for God
loves a cheerful giver.” (11 Corinthians 9:7)
All too often, Stewardship is presented only
with the Church support or the funding of other
charities as the goal.
This is too limiting.
Stewardship also involves time and talent.
“For your heart will always be where your riches
are.” (Matthew 6:21)
Weekly Giving Summary
Last Weekend.............................................. $ 28,167
A Year Ago………………………..…..
30,191
This Fiscal Year (thru 1/06/08) ................. $751,568
Last Fiscal Year (thru 1/07/07) ................. 722,425
As always, we sincerely thank all who
generously give of their treasure, as well as those who
give of their time and talent, to support the work our
parish does in the name of Jesus Christ.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS…
This meeting is for anyone who believes they have a
drinking or drug problem and would like some help.
All are welcome!
There is a closed AA meeting every Thursday
evening, 8:00pm, in Room 213 in the Education
building.
Please use the flag pole entrance.
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PARISH STAFF

MASSES
Saturday Evening: 5:00pm
Sunday: 7:00am, 8:00am, 9:30am,
11:00am, 6:00pm (Spanish)
Weekdays: Monday thru Saturday: 8:00am
Evening before Holy Day: 7:00pm
Holy Day: 6:30am, 8:00am

RECTORY STAFF

BAPTISMS
1st & 3rd Sunday of the month at 1:00pm. Parents must
be registered parishioners and attend the Baptism
Preparation Class. Please make arrangements by calling
the Rectory office (352-6209).

Bobbie Kallal
Director of Pastoral Services
Michele O’Brien
Director of Financial Operations
Patricia Drobny
Bulletin Editor
Nora Gardner
Rectory Receptionist
352-6209

PASTORAL STAFF

WEDDINGS
Dates and times are reserved for registered parishioners.
Initial arrangements must be completed five months in
advance of the wedding date.

HOME/HOSPITAL VISITATION AND
COMMUNION CALLS
Please contact the Ministry of Care office (215-5407).

CONFESSIONS
Confessions every Saturday of the month 4:15-4:45pm.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AND
BENEDICTION
1st Monday of the Month immediately following the
8:00am Mass with Benediction at 6:45pm.
Adoración Nocturna continues until 8:00pm with song
and prayer.

Rectory Office Hours
Monday thru Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

Rev. Robert Clark
Pastor
Rev. Patrick O’Neill
Associate Pastor
Rev. Charles Watkins
Associate Pastor
Rev. Charles Gallagher
Pastor Emeritus

9:00am-5:00pm
9:00am-5:00pm
8:00am-1:00pm

Bulletin Articles
The deadline for Canticle article submission is 5:00pm
Friday, one full week prior to Sunday’s publication.
Articles may be submitted electronically to
canticle@stcletusparish.com.

Maria Arias
Director of Hispanic Ministry
352-4856
Paulette Bolton
Director of Worship
352-4834
Amy Cranny
Director of Youth Ministry
215-5419
Mary Beth Ford
Director of Social Concerns
215-5418
Debbie Lestarczyk
Director of Facilities & Grounds
215-5405
Derek Sawicki
Supervisor of Maintenance
215-5406
Justin Sisul
Director of Music
352-4547
Christopher Wagner
Director of Technology
215-5420
Dolores Wouk
Director of Ministry of Care
215-5407

SCHOOL STAFF
Jolene Hillgoth
School Principal
Kathy Lifka
Assistant Principal
Denise Parlier
Administrative Assistant
352-4820

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION STAFF
Patricia Kahl
Director of Religious Education
Mary Lee Krieger
Administrative Assistant
352-2383

