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Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

600 West 55th Street ● La Grange, Illinois 60525 ● 708-352-6209 ● www.stcletusparish.com

All are welcome. Handicapped parking is located in front of church.
Personal hearing devices are available from the ushers/greeters.
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Mass Intentions for the Week of September 17 - September 23
Day

Time

Intention

Monday

8:00am

Purgatorial Society - Virginia Geary, Don Wouk

Tuesday

8:00am

Joe Lattal, John & Sandy Fisher, James Cummings, Steven Firestone

Wednesday

8:00am

Sam & Maria Scopelliti, Francis Cirrincione

Thursday

8:00am

Karen Gorak, Don Wouk, Special Intention

Friday

8:00am

Purgatorial Society - Mary McMahon, Erik Geyer, Wayne Kral, Raymona Ehli

Saturday

8:00am
5:00pm

People of St. Cletus
Walter Maveety, Robert Suchy

Sunday

7:00am
8:00am
9:30am
11:00am

People of St. Cletus
Günter Linsmaier
Michael Arpaia, Brother Robert Fisher, Al Haddad
John Pavlik, Carolyn & Carrie Kopman, Katie Field, Lottie Mendrola,
Agnes Findor, Casimir Komar

Please pray for those who have died and
their families…

September 22/23

† Olive Judd

5:00pm - A. Anfield, M. Garvey, E. Ashe
7:00am - D. Bendyk, A. Pusatera, K. Callahan
8:00am - A. Boland, C. Mosquera, D. Cherny
9:30am - K. Tosheff, D. Bowie, J. Dombro
11:00am –T. Findley, J. Jaskierski, K. Kages

SM
B2
B3
B4
B5
B6

Swindall, V
Thornton, M
Kalata, M
Swindall, T
Heyes, S
Burke, R

C1
C2
C3
C4
C5
C6

Wouk, D
Thornton, W
Sipek, S
Swindall, V
Heyes, M
Burke, J

Sunday, September 23, 2007
LR McDonnell, M
7:00 AM
SM McCartney, S
B2
B3
B4
B5

9:30 AM
SM
B2
B3
B4
B5
B6

11:00 AM
SM Wiley, J
B2 Herzog, T
B3
B4
B5
B6

McCartney, S
Smith, P
Smith, D
Parlier, J

Hullinger, S
Tosheff, C
Opila, M
Kigin, B
Burke, K
Thuma, M

Hoskins, C
Koch, B
Samuelson, D
Haggerty, F

† Raymond Banaszak
father of Ron Banaszak

May the Lord grant them eternal rest and peace.

Auxiliary Minister Schedule
Saturday, September 22, 2007
5:00 PM
LR Caruso, C

sister of Larry Kinports

LR
C1
C2
C3
C4
C5
C6

Hagen, J
Hagen, C
Blecic, D
Opila, A
Hullinger, S
Williams, A
Nicosia, C

LR Reynolds, C
C1 Chaney, M

Please Welcome to God’s Family…

Sara Grace Pawlikowski
daughter of Thomas and Tina (Brandonisio)

C2 Dunkovich, A
C3 Garske, E
C4 Wiley, J
C5 Mangahas, A
C6 Schump, C

B6 Parlier, D

8:00 AM
SM Stamm, R

LR Curotto, L
C1 Dalsin, P

B2 Karch, J

C2 Karch, T

B3 Walsh, M J

C3 Bliss, G

B4 Stamm, B

C4 Stamm, R

B5 Welch, J

C5 Hogue, K

B6 Warren, C

C6 Borsilli, H

Wedding Banns
Jill Kopacz and Nick Rio
Amy Cannon and Mark Johnson
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Fr. Bob’s Utterings
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
The Gospel this week speaks of that which is “Lost and Found.” We hear of great celebration in heaven
over the return of just one repentant sinner. God will seek the sinners out and welcome them with open arms.
“God does seem to find us, and also finds a life calling for us, and finds love for us, and finds meaning
for us, and even finds a way out of our sin for us—even when we didn’t know we needed to be found.” Msgr.
Ralph Kuehner and Rev. Joseph J. Juknialis, Living the Word (Chicago: World Library Publications, 2006) 198.
Compendium
Catechism of the Catholic Church
(Dignity of the Human Person)
Man the Image of God
• 358. WHAT IS THE ROOT OF HUMAN DIGNITY?
The dignity of the human person is rooted in his or her creation in the image and likeness of God.
Endowed with a spiritual and immortal soul, intelligence and free will, the human person is ordered to
God and called in soul and in body to eternal beatitude.
Our Vocation to Beatitude
• 359. HOW DO WE ATTAIN BEATITUDE?
We attain beatitude by virtue of the grace of Christ which makes us participants in the divine life. Christ
in the Gospel points out to his followers the way that leads to eternal happiness: the beatitudes. The
grace of Christ also is operative in every person who, following a correct conscience, seeks and loves the
true and the good and avoids evil.
• 360. WHY ARE THE BEATITUDES IMPORTANT FOR US?
The beatitudes are at the heart of Jesus’ preaching and they take up and fulfill the promises that God
made starting with Abraham. They depict the very countenance of Jesus and they characterize authentic
Christian life. They reveal the ultimate goal of human activity, which is eternal happiness.
• 361. WHAT IS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE BEATITUDES AND OUR DESIRE FOR
HAPPINESS?
The beatitudes respond to the innate desire for happiness that God has placed in the human heart in
order to draw us to himself. God alone can satisfy this desire.
• 362. WHAT IS ETERNAL HAPPINESS?
It is the vision of God in eternal life in which we are fully “partakers of the divine nature” (2 Peter 1:4) of
the glory of Christ and of the joy of the Trinitarian life. This happiness surpasses human capabilities. It
is a supernatural and gratuitous gift of God just as is the grace which leads to it. This promised
happiness confronts us with decisive moral choices concerning earthly goods and urges us to love God
above all things.
(Compendium—Catechism of the Catholic Church—United States Conference of Catholic Bishops,
Washington , D.C., 2006) Items 358 – 362.

Dedication and Blessing of New Parish Shrine

“Madonna della Strada”
Our new parish shrine, Madonna della Strada with children, will be blessed and dedicated next Sunday
September 23, 2007 at the 11:00 a.m. Mass. Please come and join in this wonderful event which will celebrate
our parish’s on-going commitment to serve all who are in need. Our new shrine will be a place of prayerful
reflection on our Baptismal call to serve one another. We are grateful to all our donors who made this day
possible.
Blessings and Love,

Fr. Bob
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 - Eyes wide open
Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will
deepen and grow—a day at a time.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2007
TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME—Lost causes
Today we read three famous parables of things lost and
found: a sheep, a coin, and a son. What these three stories
have in common is a certain attitude toward the inevitable
troubles of life. Sheep and children sometimes wander off.
Valuables get lost. We do well when we accept this fact of
life, when we don’t lose our cool but instead act decisively to
make things right again. The shepherd goes off to find his
sheep, the woman searches diligently for her coin, and the
father actively waits for his son’s return. Furthermore, none of
them waste time and energy being angry once their troubles
are over, but rather celebrate joyfully with their friends. What
old resentment am I holding onto today?
TODAY’S READINGS: Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14; 1 Timothy 1:12-17;
Luke 15:1-32
“The woman calls together her friends, saying, ‘Rejoice with
me, for I have found the coin I had lost.’ ”

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
FEAST OF ROBERT BELLARMINE, BISHOP, DOCTOR
The lowly and the mighty
Saint Robert Bellarmine, the Italian Jesuit, cardinal, and doctor
of the church (1542-1621), served as both a theologian and
bishop at a critical time in church history, the aftermath of the
Protestant Reformation. His book responding to the positions of
the Reformers was so good some thought it had to be the work
of more than one person. Yet he was moderate with his
opponents, prayed for them, and went out of his way to fairly
represent their arguments. As a bishop, when others in his
position lived like royalty, he kept his lifestyle simple and gave
away items from the bishop’s residence. Though powerful, Saint
Robert did not fall back on throwing his weight around to get
things done. Rather, he relied on knowledge and generosity.
Would that all of us in the church do the same.
TODAY’S READINGS: 1 Timothy 2:1-8; Luke 7:1-10
“I desire, then, that in every place the men should pray, lifting
up holy hands without anger or argument.”

You want more faith, right? Like the apostles who said to Jesus,
“Increase our faith,” you may even pray for more. In a way,
though, greater faith is right in front of your eyes. Among other
things, faith is a way of seeing. If you look at things with the eyes
of faith, you will see things you could not have seen before. If
you really open yourself to Jesus and his message, and to God
whom Jesus shows us, you will notice a real difference that
shows you are on the right path.
TODAY’S READINGS: 1 Timothy 3:14-16; Luke 7:31-35
“Wisdom is vindicated by all her children.”

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 20— Love the sinner
Jesus makes a strong connection between forgiveness and love.
We can imagine how forgiveness can lead to love, but the
connection works in both directions—love also leads to
forgiveness. The woman who anointed Jesus’ feet with
expensive ointment and her own tears had made her share of
mistakes in life. But her sincere heart and generosity toward
Jesus earned her forgiveness, in contrast to the stingy Pharisees
who offered Jesus little other than their own self-righteousness.
The bottom line: Love greatly, and much can be forgiven. Be
stingy in love, and the portion of forgiveness granted you will be
equally meager.
TODAY’S READINGS: 1 Timothy 4:12-16; Luke 7:36-50
“But the one to whom little is forgiven, loves little.”

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
FEAST OF MATTHEW, APOSTLE, EVANGELIST
Qualifications may vary
Generalizations are easy to make and are generally just as
wrong. We tend to lump the apostles together as “fishers.” Only
Peter and Andrew, James and John fit that description. Matthew
collected tolls for the Empire—including the tax for taking fish to
market, which did not endear him to his future companions.
Simon was a political agitator. Judas “Iscariot” was likely from
Kerioth—not on the water—or perhaps one of the Sicarii, a
group of politically motivated bandits. The rest of the Twelve may
have had day jobs, but we know little about what they did. Jesus
found room for them all at his table.
TODAY’S READINGS: Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-13; Matthew 9:9-13
“Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who
are sick.”

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 22- Do you want to know a secret?

Gnosis is a Greek term that can be defined as “knowledge of
spiritual mysteries.” It is the root of the word gnosticism, which
refers to various near-eastern religious groups that flourished in
No suffering is anonymous
the early Christian era and claimed to have secret or
Of the three accounts of Jesus raising the dead, that of the
widow’s son in Nain is easily the least known. However, the story supernatural knowledge, and who for a time enjoyed
considerable standing in the Christian community. Saint
reveals a depth to Christ’s compassion that the better known
resurrections of Lazarus and Jairus’ son might not. The widow’s Augustine was a member of a gnostic sect in his early years,
though later he repudiated the movement. The wider Christian
son was not a dear friend of Jesus (as was Lazarus) nor a
prominent community figure (as was Jairus). The widow of Nain tradition has always affirmed that there can be no “secret
society” or “secret knowledge” required for salvation. All who call
was a stranger to Jesus and did not even make a request for
upon the Lord can be saved, and the Christian tradition at its
Jesus’ help. But Christ came upon her suffering and felt the
compassion to raise her son. This action reflects back to the Old best has always affirmed this universalism.
TODAY’S READINGS: 1 Timothy 6:13-16; Luke 8:4-15
Testament prescription to care for the most vulnerable, the
“To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of
widows and orphans. But it also prefigures when Christ himself
God.”
on the cross will leave his own mother a childless widow and
©2007 by TrueQuest Communications, L.L.C. PHONE: 800-942-2811; E-MAIL:
compassionately entrust her to John. How do we care for the
mail@takefiveforfaith.com; WEBSITE: www.TakeFiveForFaith.com. Licensed
vulnerable in our society?

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18—

TODAY’S READINGS: 1 Timothy 3:1-13; Luke 7:11-17

“The dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus
gave him to his mother.”

for noncommercial use. All rights reserved. Scripture quotes come from the
New Revised Standard Version of the Bible.

Contributors: Father Paul Boudreau, Alice Camille, Daniel Grippo, Father
Larry Janowski, Ann O’Connor, Sean Reynolds, Joel Schorn, and
Patrice J. Tuohy
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Welcome New Parishioners
We are pleased to welcome these newly
registered parishioners to our parish
family…
Daniel Bochnovic and Tina Milklas,
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Klein, Tina LaKatos
and Family, Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Matuch,
and Mr. & Mrs. Ken Wesolowski.
If you have been attending St. Cletus, but
have not yet registered as a parishioner,
please consider the commitment of parish
membership.

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS…
Year II Confirmation candidates…WELCOME BACK!!! A reminder that our first large
group kick off meeting is Sunday, September 16 at 7:00pm in Morrissey Hall. Looking forward to
meeting everyone and having some fun as we begin your final year of preparation for receiving the
special sacrament of Confirmation. See you there!

Amy Cranny
Director of Youth Ministry

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS
Classes have begun. Students are registered, catechists are in place, and smiles are on the faces of
everyone! We are off to a very good start. If you have a child or know of a child attending the public schools
that is not registered for the 2007-2008 classes, please remind them to register and join us. You will be an
evangelizer – a spreader of the Good News of the Gospel. Do not delay; time is ticking away!
Please continue to pray for our catechists as they serve the children of the parish this year. As always,
thank you for your continued support and encouragement.
We are still looking for Aides for our special needs students and helpers for our catechists. If you
would like to be of service to our program as an aide, please call the Religious Education Office. We are in
need of many helping hands! Hands of ALL ages will be accepted and appreciated.
Don’t forget to save those pop tops for the 5th grade religious education program. The tops are turned
into the Ronald McDonald Houses in our area to help pay their heating/air conditioning bills. Please turn them
into the Religious Education Office on Sunday! Thank you.

Pat Kahl
Director of Religious Education
(708) 352-2383
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CATECHETICAL SUNDAY
September 16, 2007

Lord, Bless our catechists as they serve You and Your children.
THE GIFT OF WISDOM
Oh, Lord, inspire us to be the teachers that you want us to be.
Direct our every word and deed. Supply us with the WISDOM that we must
have to make wise decisions and to guide others through the day.

THE GIFT OF VISION
Oh, Lord, enlighten us with the VISION to see Your plan in every undertaking.
Open our eyes to see what is, what can be, and what could be, with Your help.
Allow our senses added insight, and help us to imagine what is best in Your sight.
THE GIFT OF UNDERSTANDING
Oh, Lord, give us the gift of UNDERSTANDING. Allow us to reach out to
those in need, to share their joy, their sorrow. Make us good listeners,
and let our lips speak the words they need to hear.

THE GIFT OF COMPASSION
Oh, Lord, let us have COMPASSION and make us sympathetic.
Help us to be tolerant. Remove prejudice and doubt and fear from our minds.
Let us appreciate each person we meet.

THE GIFT OF HOPE
Oh, Lord, give us the gift of HOPE, so that we may give meaning and purpose
and life to our school. Help us to share this hope with those whom we teach
so that their talents, and energy, and commitment will inspire hope for the future.
Let our dreams be a source of vitality and strength for all.

THE GIFT OF FAITH
Oh, Lord, fill us with the gift of FAITH, an unwavering faith in You. Make the faith
we all share strong, to accept the challenges that will come, and overcome the pain
and hardships that our tasks can bring.

Lord, we know very well our limitations, but also the good we can do with
Your help. We believe in You, O Lord, and we know that we need not ever
stand alone. We trust that You will be ever at our sides, and that with You,
all things are possible. We believe that with Your help, we can become
the servant leaders we are called to be.
Amen.
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SOCIAL CONCERNS…
This year CROP celebrates 60 years! In 1947, freight trains crossed the country rushing donated food
commodities-primarily grain from the fields of middle America- to US ports for loading onto CROP (then
Christian Overseas Relief Program) ships headed to a war-torn Europe. Today, thousands of CROP Walkers
cross their communities in CROP Hunger Walks, raising money and consciousness, for people in need of food,
tools, seeds, water, etc. CROP now stands for Communities Responding to Overcome Poverty, a fitting name
for a united interfaith response to hunger and poverty in an ever-changing world.
Please mark your calendars for Sunday, October 14 to gather together with family, friends and
neighbors to join this year’s annual La Grange/Western Springs community CROP Walk to fight hunger, both
here and worldwide. Last year our Food Pantry benefited directly from this walk with a generous check for
than $1,000. Help us to make this year’s CROP Walk even more successful. Our goal is to increase both the
number of walkers and donations…your participation will make a difference! Please contact me at
(708) 215-5418 or mford@stcletusparish.com for more details and registration packets. If you yourself
cannot walk, perhaps you would like to sponsor a walker. Thanks…I’m looking forward to hearing from you!

Food Pantry
Thank you, St. Cletus parishioners and friends, for your on-going support of our monthly Food Pantry.
We greatly appreciate your contributions of nonperishable groceries. We have noticed lately that some people
have been dropping off used clothing and toys in our food bins in Church. These bins are not meant for such
items. We are not currently equipped to store or distribute them. If you would like your donations to benefit
our community, one suggestion is to deliver your gently used clothing, house wares & books to the Carousel
Shop, 23 Calendar Court, La Grange, (708) 354-3803. Thanks for your cooperation.

Mary Beth Ford
Director of Social Concerns

Protecting God’s Children
All volunteers in the Archdiocese have been
required to participate in the Protecting God’s
Children program to ensure the safety of our
children.
There are still some parishes hosting the
program. If you plan on volunteering and have not
registered, you might consider attending one of these
sessions. You must pre-register for a training
session at www.virtus.org.
St.Cletus - September 20 - 7:00pm
St. Francis Xavier - September 23 - 1:00pm
St. John of the Cross - September 27 - 1:00pm
Remember, attendance is NOT an OPTION
but a REQUIREMENT.

Pat Kahl
Director of Religious Education

Please remember our sick in your
prayers: Scott McClain, Sheila Nash,
Rosemary Sylvester, Rose Olferchek,
Steve Zeman, Mary Jane Taylor,
Sister Arlene Gibson, Zach Sperka, Marguerite May,
Mike Patzelt, Richard Taylor, Rita D’Onofrio,
Anthony Regalado, Marilyn Matesevac, Joanne Mate,
Adrianne Welenc, Hunter Peters, Mario Aguilar,
Cacilia Ziegler, Jackie Dudley, Ruth Calandriello, Ann
Marie Nabor, Nadine Pankow, Patty Johnson, Connie
Kostecki, Jonii Patterson, Agnes Suennen, Joseph
Johnson, Rose Ptak, Bridie Boyce, Stephanie
Yakowicz, Virginia Wilson, Gail Pankow-Locker,
Josie Spoto, Larry Wojnar, Louise Jaunich, Frank
Werner, Agnes Olszowka, Michael Karpinski, Emil
Chlapecka, Augustin Jaso, Marie Krolecki, Mary
O’Rourque, Debbie Broz, Scott May. Also pray for
our parishioners who are homebound and unable to
attend Mass. Please know we pray daily for our sick.
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STEWARDSHIP
Thought for the Week

St. Cletus Wedding Ministry

Our faith journey can be helped by seeing,
understanding and accepting our stewardship. We
affirm our faith by our actions. Those actions are the
use of our gifts and our talents and are, thus, acts of
stewardship. The deeper and stronger our faith, the
more consistently we will perform acts of charity,
peace and freedom that build the Kingdom of God on
Earth.

Weekly Giving Summary
Last Weekend……………………………$ 30,364
A Year Ago……………………………… 24,085
This Fiscal Year-to-date (thru 9/09/07)
Last Fiscal Year (thru 9/10/06)

$290,814
216,293

As always, we sincerely thank all who
generously give of their treasure as well as those who
give of their time and talent, to support the work our
parish does in the name of Jesus Christ.

The St. Cletus Wedding Ministry cordially
invites all parishioners, male and female, to join this
ministry. We work in teams assisting the parish
staff with wedding rehearsals and wedding day
facilitation. Wedding ministers help to organize and
run the wedding rehearsals, usually held the day
before. On the wedding day, ministers are
responsible for setting up the Sacristy, organizing
the Bridal party and making sure that all things are
running smoothly and on time. The ministers pick
the wedding dates to fit their schedules. For more
information, please contact me at (708) 246-6175.

Diane Andrews
Wedding Minister Director

Fr. Bob and Fr. Charles welcome
patrons to the Kelly Miller Circus.

Behind the Scenes: Hidden Hands Working
Have you ever seen a puppet show? Children
bubble over with giggles at the puppets’ antics during
comedy. They shout advice during an adventure. Of
course, young audiences don’t care about the
performers behind the stage. The puppets appear to
have a life of their own, and so the children don’t think
about the hands inside them.
Many of us forget the hidden hands behind
many church activities. It’s all too easy to forget the
members of the congregation who volunteer to clean
the sanctuary the day before so it’s ready for the
beautiful music and powerful words of worship. It’s
all to easy to attend spaghetti dinners and pancake
breakfasts, forgetting those in the kitchen preparing
food or washing dishes. It’s all to easy to pray for
shut-ins, forgetting those who take the time to write or
visit them. All too easy, because so often it’s the same
people performing all of these tasks. Our lives are
made of time. God’s most precious gift was Jesus’
time on Earth. Surely spending time doing what the
Church needs—behind the scenes—is a vital part of
saying “Thank You” to God.

The Kelly Miller Circus
sponsored by our Family
School Association, was a
“sell-out” for both shows on
Wednesday, September 5. Everyone who attended was
well entertained by a fun and exciting circus which was
family oriented and professionally presented. We
would like to thank all those of the FSA who helped
make this event a success, especially Mary Schramka
and all who worked to sell tickets, provide breakfast for
the show people, work with community sponsors and
helped with security.
So many people have asked further about the
circus that we would like to inform you of upcoming
show dates in our area. If you would like to attend
again or were unable to see Kelly Miller here, you
might catch it again in: Vernon Hills – 9/16-17;
Deerfield – 9/18; Glendale Hts. – 9/19-20; Elmhurst –
9/21; Lake In the Hills – 9/22; Darien – 9/24; and
Downers Grove – 9/25 [call the Village for location].
Hopefully, we can sponsor the circus again next
year. Thanks again for your enthusiastic support in
making this “fun-raising” event a great success!
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Here’s a letter thanking St. Cletus
parishioners, religious education
families, and school families for
saving those pop tops for the
Ronald McDonald House.
Keep up the good work!
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MASSES
Saturday Evening: 5:00PM
Sunday: 7:00AM, 8:00AM, 9:30AM,
11:00AM, 6:00PM (Spanish)
Weekdays: Monday thru Saturday: 8:00AM
Evening before Holy Day: 7:00PM
Holy Day: 6:30AM, 8:00AM

BAPTISMS
1st & 3rd Sunday of the month at 1:00PM. Parents must be
registered parishioners and attend the Baptism Preparation
Class. Please make arrangements by calling the Rectory
office (352-6209).

WEDDINGS
Dates and times are reserved for registered parishioners.
Initial arrangements must be completed five months in
advance of the wedding date.

HOME/HOSPITAL VISITATION AND
COMMUNION CALLS
Please contact the Ministry of Care office (215-5407).

CONFESSIONS
Confessions every Saturday of the month 4:15-4:45 PM.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
1st Monday of the Month immediately following the
8:00am Mass with Benediction at 6:45PM.
Adoracion Nocturna continues until 8:00pm with song and
prayer.

Rectory Office Hours
Monday thru Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

9:00AM-5:00PM
9:00AM-5:00PM
8:00AM-1:00PM

Bulletin Articles
The deadline for Canticle article submission is 5:00pm Friday,
one full week prior to Sunday’s publication. Articles may be
submitted electronically to canticle@stcletusparish.com.
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