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WELCOME

The seed that lands on good ground
will yield a fruitful harvest.
-Psalm 65
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PLEASE REMEMBER OUR SICK
IN YOUR PRAYERS:

We always welcome names for the sick. Please note that
requests must only be made by the individual or an immediate
family member. Names will remain in this prayer list for 3
months.
July - Dr. George Schein, Erin McMahon Leddon, Barb
Weyrick, Theresa Duda
June - Mary Duckett, Colleen Ann Uhler, Geraldine
Osmolak, Yesenia Castillo, Laura Terrazino, Charlie
McCarthy
May - Patty Garza, Kathryn Rak, Ignatius DeVeno, Maria
Farfan, Nicholas Rodriguez

Also pray for our parishioners who are in nursing homes or
are homebound unable to attend Mass.

Mass Intentions for July 17 - July 23, 2023

Day Time Intentions

July 17 8:00am St. Cletus Parishioners

July 18 8:00am Phyllis Prevenas

July 19 8:00am Joe Saban, Stella Kadlec, Joseph Vais, Baranilla(Barney) M.
Woolley, BC and Rip Collins,

July 20 8:00am Renette Mezlo, Frank Wojcik

July 21 8:00am Louie Marasovic, Andrew Wnek

July 22 5:00pm
Rose Marie Hrzynjak, John Nisbet, Karen Provan, Rosemary
Kus

July 23

7:15am

8:45am

10:30am

12:30pm

John Duda, Robert Spyrison

Joseph Aiu, Joe and Kay Klemak, Evelyn Prevenas

Doris Kunkel, Marco, Emilia Rattin and Bill DePasquale, Stancy
Baker

St. Cletus Parishioners

Presider

Fr. Romero

Fr. Novick

Fr. Romero

Fr. Novick

Fr. Novick

Fr. Novick

Fr. Novick

Fr. Romero

Fr. Novick

Fr. Arancibia

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED
AND THEIR FAMILIES…

Joseph “Joe” Williams
Husband of Judy Williams

May he rest in peace....
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Pastor’s Note
“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations,

baptizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit,

teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.
And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age.”

Matthew 28:16-20.

Dear Friends,

As we develop in our relationship with the Lord, we notice that it is a blessing to spend some time in prayer with his liv-
ing Word, the Bible. Some find it to be refreshing, inspiring, and animating. How about you? Personally, I find it to be
freeing, purifying, and affirming.

When you pray with the above scripture passage, it is possible that Jesus might want to free you from your fears, purify
your thoughts and feelings, and affirm you by trusting you with a mission. This is something he does daily everywhere.
Look around and you will see many fulfilling their mission with gratitude and joy. They are all our ministers who love to
serve in Mass. They are our inspiration. Through their witness they instill in us feelings of gratitude, admiration, and the
desire to follow their footsteps sometime soon.

With the kind assistance of many women and men on mission we were able to celebrate Independence Day Mass well on
July 4th, 2023, at 8:00 AM. We were blessed to have Most Rev. Kevin Birmingham as the principal celebrant and Fr.
David Mowry as the Homilist. We sensed that both are men of prayer. We also noticed that they delight in fulfilling their
mission. They made us feel at home, embraced, and loved. After receiving much positive feedback, I am confident to say
that it was a celebration of faith and love. I would like to offer my heartfelt gratitude to all who shared generously their
experience, wisdom, and leadership. They are our inspiration. They are good at fulfilling their mission. Please hold them
in prayer. Mass was recorded. The following link can allow you to watch it again or share it with a friend: h� ps://
www.youtube.com/live/K52gzyML4Jg?feature=share

Formation sessions for current and new Altar Servers is going well. 12 children are currently receiving formation from
Deacon Santos Gutierrez. The first part was completed as of last week (July 10 and 12). The second part will take place
on August 7th and 10th, 2023 in Church. We are fortunate to have Deacon Santos offering formation to our current and
new altar servers. He has the experience, gifts, and joy to work with them. Please know that our hope is to have altar
servers at every Mass on weekends. We also would like to have altar servers at funerals, weddings, and other special
celebrations we have throughout the year. Your prayers, collaboration, and contribution with this ministry is greatly ap-
preciated.

Please continue to join me in our prayer and efforts to embrace the mission entrusted to us by Jesus in everything that we
do at our parish.

Fr. Elmer Romero
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Note From Father Mike
Eucharistic Revival
Brothers and sisters, in my homily on July 9th, I gave a
short reflection on an upcoming time-period for the Church
Universal. It’s being called a Eucharistic Revival. It’s no
secret that there are less and less people in our pews on
weekends. Many are saying that if people had a true sense
of the Eucharist being our “source and summit of our
faith,” the churches might begin to show signs of life as it
once had. It’s very possible that is true. Still, it tends to
feel like as much as bishops, priests, and deacons preach
and try to teach about the Real Presence of Jesus in His
Body and Blood, it’s only you, the faithful, who are hear-
ing what we are teaching.
The word “revival” can sometimes have a negative conno-
tation to Catholics. There can be a feeling that revivals are
a Protestant idea and custom. But why do Protestants have
revivals? Because they seek to awaken the Spirit of Jesus
within the people who attend. That is why they have stere-
otypically had their revivals outside and under large tents.
That’s why the music they play and sing is “gospel-like”
and upbeat. If you can simply imagine or remember days
that you felt down or needed a “shot in the arm” to find
some energy, music is a great motivator. It matters not the
genre nor the pace of the song. What matters is letting the
music reach your soul. It could be Mozart or Metallica. It
is very helpful for the soul. But music isn’t the only way
to reach the soul. The Eucharist, Jesus’ Body and Blood,
enters our own body via our mouths and nourishes the
whole body AND soul. But there are many Catholics,
even those who are still coming to Church on weekends,
who do not believe it is truly Jesus. Many of those Catho-
lics have been coming to Church for decades. So how do
we change that?
I have heard that preaching needs to be more energetic and
engaging. It needs to be more charming. It’s not brain-
washing, but it is a way of preparing those in attendance to
open their eyes and souls to KNOW they are receiving Je-
sus in His fullness. Even if we are only receiving one spe-
cies as we did for nearly three full years since the pandem-
ic, the Eucharist IS Jesus present to us fully. He never
holds back. Maybe that is something that our past genera-
tions of Catholics can teach us. They were required to cel-
ebrate reconciliation before receiving communion. We
may not require is any longer, but it’s a good practice. Fr.
Elmer and I are always in the confessional on Saturday
mornings at 8:30am until about 9:15 or so. I’ve been there
as long as 10am. It tells me that there are indeed many
who still see the Sacrament of Reconciliation as important.
But all of the above began 2000 years ago when baptism
became our foundation in Christ to build upon.
Fr. Elmer has asked us all to pray about the Bible passage
of the great commission to the Apostles after the Resurrec-
tion. “Go make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded
you.” (Mt. 28:19-20a) While the commission was given
directly to the Apostles, we, their descendants, continue to

baptize and teach. So much of what we teach is driven
into us by the Holy Spirit. It’s not like we make up our
own things. Oh, we may all interpret things differently
when we preach, but that is why the Holy Spirit guides us
to be where He knows we are needed to be at any given
time or place. But it’s also why we use the commissioning
for you at the end of Mass. The Church has given us op-
tions in our prayer book to use for phrasing that
“dismissal.” I try to keep it simple by stating “Go in
peace.” Another that many have taken to using is “Go in
peace, glorifying the Lord by your lives.” Ah, but there is
YOUR response too, “Thanks be to God.” So you’ve
heard the commission each week, but how often do we
remember what we said?
Thus the need for “revival.” More literally, it means “life
again.” We don’t baptize more than once. We can confess
as often as we need to. The Eucharist awakens the soul
and nourishes it. The soul yearns to receive it. If you
don’t believe me, talk to someone who tried to find their
relationship with Jesus in a Protestant or non-
denominational church. Those who return say that what
they missed was receiving the Eucharist. Ask those who
returned after not practicing for some time or those who
might be homebound. What do they miss the most? Re-
ceiving the Eucharist. It is their source of feeling complete
and in touch with Jesus.
Ask yourself, or ask your family, what would be different
if you stopped coming to Mass on Sunday? Do you think
you would miss the Eucharist?
Peace and all good things,
Fr. Mike
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4th of July Mass
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An Evening Of Prayer And Reflection
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School News
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ADORACIÓN NOCTURNA

Cada segundo sábado del mes el Ministerio Hispano lleva
a cabo la Adoración Nocturna, comenzando con una Misa
a las 8:00 p.m. seguido de la Adoración al Santísimo hasta
las 5:00 a.m. Todos están invitados a participar.

NOCTURNAL ADORATION

Every second Saturday of the month the Hispanic Ministry
conducts Nocturnal Eucharistic Adoration, beginning with
a Mass at 8:00 p.m. followed by Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament until 5:00 am. Everyone is invited to participate.

DEVOCIÓN GUADALUPANA

El Ministerio Hispano lleva a cabo la Devoción Guadalu-
pana rezando el rosario todos los días 12 de cada mes a las
7:00 pm en la iglesia. Todos están invitados a participar.

GUADALUPE DEVOTION

The Hispanic Ministry holds the Guadalupe Devotion by
praying the rosary every 12th day of each month at 7:00
pm in the church. Everyone is invited to participate.

INTENCIONES DE MISA

Si desea una intención de misa para la Misa de 12:30 p.m.,
llame a la oficina principal 708 352-6209 o al 708-215-
5441. Las intenciones de misa deben solicitarse antes del
miércoles si su intención es para ese fin de semana. Las
intenciones de misa deben solicitarse antes del día, la dona-
ción sugerida por cada intención es de $10.

MASS INTENTIONS

If you would like a mass intention for the 12:30 p.m. Mass,
please call the main office 708 352-6209 or 708-215-5441.
Mass intentions must be requested by Wednesday if your
inten� on is for that weekend. Mass Intentions should be
requested prior to the day, suggested donation per Mass
Intention is $10.

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE COMMITTEE
MEETING

Members of the Guadalupe Committee will have a meeting
on Friday, July 28, 2023 at 7:00 pm. In the Gallagher
Room. We will begin planning the events for the feast of
Our Lady of Guadalupe. If anyone would like to be a part
of the planning, they are welcome

REUNIÓN DEL COMITÉ DE NUESTRA SEÑO-
RA DE GUADALUPE

Miembros del Comité Guadalupano tendrán una reunión el
viernes 28 de julio de 2023 a las 7:00 pm. En el salón Ga-
llagher. Comenzaremos a planificar los eventos para la
fiesta Guadalupana. Si alguien quisiera ser parte de la pla-
nificación, es bienvenido.

Hispanic Ministry

FECHA-DATE     HORA-TIME     EVENTO-EVENT LUGAR-PLACE

18 de julio, 2023 7:00 p.m.   Adoración al Santísimo Iglesia
Adoration to the Blessed Sacrament Church

16 de julio 2023 12:30 p.m.    Misa en Español Iglesia 
Spanish Mass Church

Segundo Sábado de cada mes 8:00 p.m. – 5:00 a.m. Adoración Nocturna Iglesia
Second Saturday of each month 8:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m. Night Adoration Church

Sábados 8:30 a.m. – 9:15 a.m. Confesiones    Iglesia
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Sunday: Is 55:10-11/Ps 65:1, 11, 12-13, 14 (Luke 8:8)/Rom 8:18-23/Mt 13:1-23 or 13:1-9

Monday: Ex 1:8-14, 22/Ps 124:1b-3, 4-6, 7-8/Mt 10:34—11:1

Tuesday: Ex 2:1-15a/Ps 69:3, 14, 30-31, 33-34/Mt 11:20-24

Wednesday: Ex 3:1-6, 9-12/Ps 103:1b-2, 3-4, 6-7/Mt 11:25-27

Thursday: Ex 3:13-20/Ps 105:1 and 5, 8-9, 24-25, 26-27/Mt 11:28-30

Friday: Ex 11:10—12:14/Ps 116:12-13, 15 and 16bc, 17-18/Mt 12:1-8

Saturday: Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9/Jn 20:1-2, 11-18
SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES

Sunday: 15th Sunday in Ordinary time

Tuesday: St. Camillus de Lellis, Priest

Thursday: St. Apollinaris, Bishop and Martyr

Friday: St. Lawrence of Brindisi, Priest and Doctor of the Church

Saturday: St. Mary Magdalene

Sunday Notes

Acompanenos!
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ST. CLETUS
FOOD PANTRY
THURSDAYS
4-8PM

Wish List:

 Canned meats/
meals

 Chicken Soup
 Canned Fruit
 Flavored Rice

Packs
 Boxed Potatoes
 Jelly
 Diapers size 4, 5,

and 6
 Baby wipes
 School Supplies

Follow us on
Facebook:
@StCletusFoodPantry

Instagram:
@St.CletusFoodPantry

If you have questions or
would like to volunteer

with the Social Concerns
Ministry contact
Kendall Grant
(708)215-5418

kgrant@
stcletusparish.com

Social Concerns Ministry
FOOD PANTRY UPDATE

St John of the Cross Youth Ministry recently joined us as part
of their summer service! We had a great group help give back
over their summer break. Thanks!

Recently, we also started our new Food Rescue route with Sec-
ond Baptist Church in La Grange! Our volunteers pick up dona-
tions from Tony's, Walmart, and Target and deliver them to our
neighbors at Second Baptist food pantry. Thank you to Chuck,
Dane and Marty for volunteering to help with this new venture!

Volunteer Opportunities

Food Rescue Substitute Drivers: Consider being a substitute driver/volunteer (morning
shifts on Wednesdays/Thursdays/Fridays). Volunteers must be comfortable driving a large
vehicle and able to lift 30+ lbs. Please reach out to Kendall at foodpan-
try@stcletusparish.com or 708-215-5418.

Food Pantry Distribution: Volunteers help work directly with customers by assisting them
with shopping, helping load vehicles and help the pantry with set up or clean up, depending
on the shift. Volunteers must be 6th grade and up and can come without a parent. Adults wel-
comed! Food Pantry Volunteer sign up is now available for the whole summer! Visit:
https://bit.ly/3GuHZoP

WORD OF LIFE

“Because of our belief and hope in the Resurrection, we can face death not with
fear, but with preparation…. We prepare for eternal life by choosing to love and
follow God now, in our daily lives and decisions.” Read more at www.respectlife.org/
end-of-life-considerations. USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities “Catholic Considerations for
Our Earthly Passing”
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Ministry News

BOOK DISCUSSION

For the next book discussion we are reading
Christ the Lord out of Egypt by Anne Rice.
We will meet on August 8 at 10 AM in the Fr.
Gallagher Room of the Parish Center. In addi-
tion to the book discussion, we will meet in the Fr. Gal-
lagher Room on Thursday, August 17th at 6:30 to watch
the movie adaptation “The Young Messiah” and compare
the book with the movie version. Please note this is a
change in date for the movie and discussion.

For those who like to look ahead….

October 10 The Curious Charms of Arthur Pepper by
Phaedra Patrick

As always, all are welcome.

Questions – call Denise at 708.712.8294

SUMMER IS GOING FAST – DON’T FORGET TO REGISTER FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
CLASSES!

The St. Cletus Religious Education Program has programs to fit the needs of each parish family. Our
Early Childhood Program provides beginning religious instruction to children ages 3-5.

For families with children in public schools, we have Traditional Religious Education Classes and
sacramental preparation for children in 1st – 8th Grade, where children have an encounter with Jesus
through scripture, service experiences, interactive activities and games, and classroom experiences.
These classes occur on Sunday mornings from 9:00 a.m. -10:15 a.m. or on Monday evenings from 6-
7:15 p.m. throughout the academic year.

Please take the time to complete the registration forms to register your children for RE classes for the 2023-2024 aca-
demic year! Registration forms can be obtained from the Parish or School Office or by e-mailing the Faith Formation
Office at lmanetti@stcletusparish.com. Please take the time to register

Faith Formation

WE HAD A GREAT WEEK AT BIBLE CAMP!
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VOCATION PRAYER

Lord Jesus,

We beg you good and holy priests. In every age you call
men to follow you as servants and shepherds of your
people. Open their hearts to your call and give them the
courage to follow you. Be their rock of refuge and their
lights as they discern.

Help us to support them on their journey, and to love
them as your disciples.

We thank you for all that you are and all that you do. In
your name we pray.

Amen.

ENGAGE COMMUNITY – SPRING &
SUMMER EVENTS

All are welcome. Engage focuses on adults over 50
single, married, divorced, widowed, parishioners and
visitors to foster Christian community through social and
service events.

July 29 West Suburban Symphony at Cantigny

What: SIMPLY THE BEST MOVIE MUSIC. The
concert includes tunes from E.T., Jurassic Park, Pirates
of the Caribbean, Disney, and Pixar movies, and much
more.

When: Concert starts at 7 PM but if you want to see
more of Cantigny see the coordinating note below.

Details: This concert is free with $15 parking per car but
free parking passes are available from the local library.
Seating is on the lawn outside the First Division Museum.
Please bring chairs and/or blankets. Picnics are welcome.
Concessions will also be available for purchase. This is a
rain or shine event.

Coordinating: We’d like to coordinate carpooling for
those who need a lift and for those who may want to
arrive earlier to explore Cantigny’s gardens and museum.

RSVP’s are required at janeLGPark@gmail.com no
later than July 23. Please indicate if you can drive
others or need a lift and if you plan to arrive early.

INTERFAITH CAREER NETWORK

LOOKING FOR A NEW JOB?

Here's a good place to start...join us on
Thursday, July 20 from 7-9 pm. Learn how to

identify and chart a course toward attaining your dream
job. You will learn a different and exciting way to
network effectively to uncover unpublicized jobs and

open doors to new opportunities. Losing your job under
any circumstances can be devasting, it can also be a great
opportunity to discover a new career path, change
directions and land that ideal job. Our speaker, Tom
Nosal, is an experienced career coach who has helped
many job seekers complete a successful journey to their
next chapter. He has worked with job seekers from hourly
workers to senior executives and helped them land new
jobs. Tom is an experienced presenter and author on the
subject of job search. Mark your calendar for this
informative evening. We look forward to seeing you at
St. John of the Cross Parish Center, 5055 Wolf Road in
Western Sprimgs. Everyone is welcome!

Visit http://www.interfaithcareernetwork.com for
additional resources.
IGNATIAN VOLUNTEER CORPS

Community News

BULLETIN ARTICLE SUBMISSIONS

Please note that all Canticle articles are to be emailed to
canticle@stcletusparish.com as text with pictures attached
separately. All articles are due 5p.m. Friday a full week (9
days) before Sunday’s publication. Thank you!
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xDAY/DATE TIME LOCATION EVENT

Sunday, July 16

Monday, July 117 6-8pm Church Evening of Prayer/Forza de Oracion

Tuesday, July 18 7-8pm Church Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Wednesday, July 19 1-1:40pm Church Living Rosary

Thursday, July 20 4-8pm Food Pantry Food Pantry Distribution

Friday, July 21

Saturday, July 22

Sunday, July 23

Week At A Glance

GIVING YOUR FIRST HOUR TO GOD

Thank you for your continued stewardship of St. Cletus Parish. Parishioners sometimes ask for suggestions about ap-
propriate weekly contributions. When in doubt, consider giving your hourly pay rate at work (“giving your first hour to
God”). Whatever you can give will go toward keeping the lights on and supporting the good work of the Parish.

Stewardship Report

OLD

St. Cletus Parish Preferred Partners
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PARISH MISSION AND VISION STATEMENTS
Mission Statement

St. Cletus is a dynamic Catholic community dedicated to spreading the Good news of Jesus Christ through worship,
education, and service.

Vision Statement

We welcome all. We encourage all parishioners to live the Gospel message of Jesus Christ in their daily lives, by
sharing their talents and faith with our parish and community.

CONTACT US

Parish Center...........................................(708) 352-6209
School .....................................................(708) 352-4820
www.stcletusparish.com............................. stcletuschurch

PARISH CENTER OFFICE HOURS

Please note that all deliveries and inquiries should be made
to the parish center office.

Monday thru Friday ...................... 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Saturday and Sunday ...........................................Closed

MASSES

Saturday Evening............................................. 5:00 p.m.

Sunday .........................7:15 a.m., 8:45 a.m., 10:30 a.m.,
..........................................................12:30 p.m. (�������)

Weekdays........................ Monday thru Friday 8:00 a.m.

CONFESSIONS

Saturdays ....................................... 8:30 a m. - 9:15 a.m.

BAPTISMS

Parents must be registered parishioners. Please contact the
Parish Office to make arrangements at (708) 352-6209.

WEDDINGS

Dates and times are reserved for registered parishioners.
Initial arrangements must be completed five months in
advance of the wedding date.

Please contact the Parish Office to make arrangements at
(708) 352-6209.

HOME/HOSPITAL VISITATION AND
COMMUNION CALLS

Please contact the Ministry of Care Office .... (708) 352-6209

ST. CLETUS SCHOOL BOARD

Pastor .......................................................... Fr. Elmer Romero
Chairperson............................................................ Bob Wasik

�������
Mike Napleton Griselda Quintero Julio Quintero
Kevin Morelock Mike Burns

��������
FSA President .................................................Joleen Kirchens
Athletic Association................................................ Tina Pryor

STAFF

������ �����
Rev. Elmer Romero, Pastor
Rev. Michael Novick, Associate Pastor
Rev. Kevin Hays, Senior Priest for Weekend Liturgy
Rev. John Lodge, Senior Priest for Weekend Liturgy
Mr. Ramón Cazales, Deacon
Rev. Robert Clark, Pastor Emeritus

�������� �����
Tina Norton, Pastoral Associate (708) 215-5412
Ryan Rump, Music Ministry (708) 215-5423
Kendall Grant, Social Concerns (708) 215-5418

�������� �������� ����� (708) 215-5441
Juanita Avila, Head of Hispanic Ministry

������ ����� (708) 352-4820
Gregory Porod, Principal
Christy Schaefer, Assistant Principal
Mary Lee Krieger, Administrative Assistant
Kate Townsend, Receptionist/Administrative Assistant
Jeannie Scalzitti, Receptionist/Administrative Assistant
Sara Hodak, Marketing/Development

��������� ��������� ����� (708) 352-2383
Lawrence Manetti, Director of Faith Formation for Chil-
dren
Hector Obregon-Luna, Associate Director of Faith For-
mation

������ ������ ����� (708) 352-6209
Jim Dion, Business Manager
Olga Montalvo, Parish Administrative Assistant
Silvia Castellanos, Parish Secretary
Sara Hodak, Bulletin Editor
Doug Morrisey, Parish Finance Council Chairperson,
Email: finance@stcletusparish.com
Helen McComiskey, Parish Pastoral Council Chairperson
Email: ppc@stcletusparish.com

St. Cletus Parish Information


