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WELCOME 
So glad you could join us! 

Those whom the Lord has 
ransomed will return and 
enter Zion singing, crowned 
with everlasting joy.  
-Isaiah 35:10a 
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PLEASE REMEMBER OUR SICK  
IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

We always welcome names for the sick. Please note that 
requests must only be made by the individual or an 
immediate family member. Names will remain in this prayer 
list for 3 months. 

December - Marlene Heyes 

November - Daniel Lacey 

October - Judah Leo Hartl , Matthew O’Connell 

Also pray for our parishioners who are in nursing homes 
or are homebound unable to attend Mass. 

Mass Intentions for December 12-December 18, 2022 

Day  Time Intentions 

December 12 Fr. Novick 8:00am Sheri Chvatal, Phyllis Prevenas, Lydia Danielewicz 

December 13 Fr. Romero 8:00am Stanley Nykiel 

December 13 Father Novick 9:30am St. Cletus Parishioners 

December 14 Fr. Novick 8:00am Delphine Marciszewski, John Jacobs, BC and Rip Collins 

December 15 Fr. Novick 8:00am Jim O’Neill, Santos Aranas 

December  16 Fr. Romero 8:00am Evelyn  Prevenas, Nanci Makris Family 

December 17 Fr. Lodge 5:00pm Daniel Klepczarek 

December 18 

 
 
 
 
Fr. Romero 
 
Fr. Novick 
 
Fr. Lodge and  
Deacon Heyes 
 
 
Fr. Hays 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
7:15am 
 
 
8:45am 
 
 
 
10:30am 
 
 
12:30pm 
 
 
 
 
 

Richard Gomez, John Duda, Robert Spyrison, Rip Collins, Maria 
Wisniewski, Jack Drogosz 
 
Gerald Dudek, Josephine Sorrentino, Colonna Sammy, James 
Jasinski 
 
Ken Herzog, Gail Saban,  Valerie Moskus, Rose Marie Hrzenjak, 
Henry Scaccia, Kay O’Connell Family, John and Cheryl 
Fisherkeller, Marco, Emilia Rattin and Bill DePasquale 
 
Pedro Garcia 2 aniversario luctuoso 
 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE 
DIED AND THEIR FAMILIES… 

JoAnn Jungels 
Sister  in law of Brian Jungels 
 
John R. Becerril 
Father of John M. Becerril 
 
May they rest in peace.... 
 

ST. CLETUS PARISH WELCOMES… 

Regina Bahena Albavera 
Daughter of Diego Bahena 
and Julieta Albavera 
 
Samantha Ruiz 
Daugher of  Juan Arnulfo Ruiz and Laura Garduno 
 
Alessandra Ruiz 
Daughter of Juan Arnulfo Ruiz and Laura Garduno 
 
Arely Ruiz 
Daughter of Juan Arnulfo and Laura Garduno 

TO THE CATHOLIC FAITH THROUGH THE SACRA-

MENT OF BAPTISM 
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Pastor’s Note 

 
“A Holy Moment is a single moment in which you open yourself to God.  

You make yourself available to Him.  
You set aside personal preference and self-interest,  

and for one moment  
you do what you prayerfully believe God is calling you to do,”  

Matthew Kelly.  

Dear Parishioners, 

As I continue to reflect and pray with Matthew Kelly’s definition of A Holy Moment, I am pleased to share with you some out-
comes of the decision to open ourselves to God and make ourselves available to Him.  

First, on Wednesday, November 30th, 2022, we were delighted to host Advent 2022: An Evening of Prayer and Reflection. We 
were blessed to have Most Rev. Robert Casey, Vicar General of the Archdiocese of Chicago, as our special guest speaker. He 
invited us to embrace Advent as a journey with three questions. Are we on the way? Are you joyful? How long? As a good 
speaker and man of God, he kept us engaged and at times he made us laugh. I encourage you to visit our parish website and 
watch Bishop Casey’s Reflection. In addition, I gratefully share with you some positive feedback I received from two parish-
ioners.  

“Hi Fr. Elmer, I just wanted to thank you for bringing Bishop Casey to St. Cletus! I very much enjoyed listening to his 
thoughts/reflections about Advent and our preparation for Christmas! I hope he returns to speak at St. Cletus again, and I’m 
looking forward to attending/ministering at his Christmas Eve Mass in our parish. My heart is filled with joy this Advent, and I 
appreciated his reflection and reminder of all of God's blessings that "I carry in my bucket every day" … my bucket is much 
larger than I ever realized!! I hope to carry joy and Christ’s love on into my life in the years ahead … and, I’m hoping my 
bucket keeps getting heavier as I go along!!” 

“I looked forward to attending the Advent Reflection program, anticipating the inspiration and spiritual growth I attained at 
previous events over the past year at St. Cletus. But this event surpassed my expectations! Most Reverend Robert Casey 
proved to be inspirational, articulate, relatable and approachable. His reflections on Advent gave me immense insight and a 
renewed excitement about the coming celebration of the birth of Jesus, the Christ, our Savior.  
Thank you, Bishop Casey! And thank you Fr. Elmer, Fr. Mike, and the Parish Community for providing this, past and future 
opportunities to grow our faith and understanding of the love each of us receive from the Lord!” 

Second, our Ho Ho Breakfast with Santa on Sunday, December 4, 2022, was a great blessing for our parish community. Eve-
rything was well organized and shared! The Parish Center was filled with families after each Mass. People of all ages were 
having a fantastic time together. Volunteers served with a smile on their faces. Santa brought and shared joy with all of us. As 
I walked around and talked with you, I noticed my heart being filled with the joy of the Lord. I would like to offer my pro-
found gratitude to our leaders, volunteers, and everyone else who made Breakfast with Santa such a special moment for all.  

Third, I would like to thank you for the special love you have for St. Cletus Parish. Each day, I am able to see and experience 
this through your presence, friendship, prayer, generosity, faithful attendance to Mass on weekends, and your active participa-
tion in everything we do at our parish. I want you to know that I truly appreciate your witness, support, and trust. You inspired 
me with your faith, kindness, and the love you have for the Lord and St. Cletus Parish. Each day at St. Cletus is a holy moment 
for me.  

Fourth, I would like to acknowledge and thank Manuel Ruiz, Anita Fulgencio and Soledad Lopez. They are active members of 
our parish. They attend our 12:30 PM Mass. Almost every week at 6: 30 AM I see Manuel walking and collecting trash around 
our parish grounds. Anita and Soledad have as a mission to keep the sacristy and sanctuary area clean and dusted. They come 
twice a month. They do a wonderful job. Manuel, Anita, and Soledad continue to remind me that they are grateful for the op-
portunity we give them. They feel good about themselves when we allow them to offer and share their time and skills with us. 
I also take this opportunity to acknowledge and thank the many other wonderful volunteers that our parish is blessed with. Let 
us hold each of them in prayer. Their witness and generosity are also a holy moment for me.  

Finally, it is my prayer and hope that your Advent is going well. I am grateful that together we are reading Matthew Kelly’s 
Holy Moments this Advent. I am enjoying it. I hope you are enjoying it, too. Last week, I shared with you a few holy moments 
that I received from the members of our Parish Pastoral Council. I also shared with you the holy moments of Fr. Michael 
Novick and myself. When you feel ready, please email us yours at shodak@stcletusparish.com  

May the Lord continue to share His grace with us as we embrace the Third Sunday of Advent. With the help of the Holy Spirit, 
may we continue to become aware of holy moments the Lord continues to share with us.  
 
Fr. Elmer Romero  

mailto:shodakc@stcletusparish.com
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Note From Father Novick  

Advent 3 Liturgical Year 2023 

I continue to watch around me for those holy moments 
we’ve been reading about in Matthew Kelly’s book entitled 
“Holy Moments.”  Sometimes I struggle to find them but I 
am trying.  I have to intentionally keep my eyes open for 
those moments in my daily life when God is calling me to 
do something or say something for someone who is in need 
of hearing God’s voice or encountering Him in their daily 
living.  That’s what I find a little distressing for me – that I 
must be intentionally watching for those times.  Shouldn’t 
those become natural by now? 

My answer is yes, they should.  However, I sometimes feel 
like I am taking God’s mercy and love for granted instead 
of opening my eyes and heart to notice such grace. 

I was sitting and listening to Bishop Bob Casey back on 
November 30th when he joined us in the church for our 
Advent evening of reflection when I noticed someone 
struggling and weeping.  The holidays are difficult times 
for many people.  While I was trying to pay attention to the 
bishop, it was not quite so easy as my thoughts and prayers 
were being directed in that person’s direction.  I wish I 
could remember exactly what the bishop said at one point 
that made me look in that person’s direction and they 
looked back at me.  I don’t know how that happens.  To 
simply make eye contact with that person and acknowledge 
each other with a simple nod was holy enough; however, 
after the bishop’s talk finished, the other person and I ap-

proached one another with hearts full of gratitude for a 
glance that made a difference to each of us. 

This weekend that we celebrate the Third Sunday of Ad-
vent, we give glory to God for offering us hope for eternal 
life.  We may continue to await remembering Jesus’ birth 
into history, but we are inching ever closer to the return of 
Jesus into our time.  We set this hope off by a very special 
symbol – the color rose.  The lighting of the rose candle 
tells us that “red flag warning” that God’s promised Savior 
is returning sooner than we might think.  Of course we 
know that in our head’s because time marches on.  Yet, it’s 
not our heads that need to realize Christ’s return is immi-
nent, but our souls need that realization.  What more do we 
need to do to prepare, and not simply in terms of house-
keeping or decorating?  Wouldn’t it be better to have your 
heart decorated? 

Carry on.  The Savior is near!  Keep hoping and praying to 
have more holy moments in your life too. 

Peace, 

Fr. Mike 

Note From Father Mike 

                                Light Our Advent Wreath! 
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Ho Ho Santa Breakfast 

Thank you to all who made the Ho Ho breakfast with Santa last Sunday a great success!  The CCW and FSA workers 
who decorated the Parish Center and stage area provided a beautiful winter wonderland in which over 530 people, young 
and old, enjoyed some tasty treats, a visit with Santa, a fun-filled Cake Walk, crafts for the children and a friend-filled 
joyous start to the holiday season!  Thank you so very much to all the workers who showed up to set-up, work the event, 
bake cakes and  treats for the Cake Walk and clean-up afterwards.   A special Thank You to Santa and his lovely assis-
tant who spent the day with us and provided the magic that topped off the event.  This could not have happened without 
all of you!  May the happiness of this blessed season continue to fill your hearts and homes. 
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Faith Formation News And Sunday Notes 

CHECK US OUT ON THE PARISH WEBSITE 

Did you know the Faith Formation Office sends out a week-
ly newsletter?  If you would like to read it - it can be ac-
cessed on our parish website under Faith Formation. 
www.stcletusparish.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading — The barren deserts will rejoice and flow-
er. Tired bodies will receive strength. Aching hearts will be 
made glad (Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10). 
Psalm — The Lord saves us when he comes (Psalm 146). 
Second Reading — Be patient, for the coming of the Lord 
is as sure as the rain (James 5:7-10). 
Gospel — Tell of what you hear and see: The blind regain 
their vision, the crippled their movement, the deaf their 
hearing (Matthew 11:2-11). 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab;  
 Jdt 13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47,  
 or any readings from the Common of the  
 Blessed Virgin Mary, nos. 707-712 
Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13; Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-19, 23;  
 Mt 21:28-32 
Wednesday: Is 45: 6b-8, 18, 21b-25; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14;  
 Lk 7:18b-23 
Thursday: Is 54:1-10; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-12a, 13b;  
 Lk 7:24-30 
Friday: Is 56:1-3a, 6-8; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 7-8; Jn 5:33-36 
Saturday: Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-4ab, 7-8, 17;  Mt 1:1-17 
Sunday: Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-6; Rom 1:1-7; Mt 1:18-24 

                        Tax Credit Scholarship Information 

Dear Parishioners, 

We have a special opportunity to make a difference in our community.  As a pastor, one of my primary responsibilities is 
for children to be educated in the teachings of the church. Catholic education would not be a reality without the help and 
support of our community and those who love our Church. It is with this in mind that I ask you to support the Illinois 
Invest in Kids Tax Credit Scholarship program.  This program provides donors a 75 percent Illinois State income tax 
credit to help low-income families provide a Catholic education for their children.   

Beginning in December 2022, every dollar donated to this program and designated to a school operated by the Archdio-
cese of Chicago will be matched 1-to-1.  In 2022, St. Cletus Parish School was able to fund 27 scholarships through the 
generous support of our contributors.  

We hope you will join us in supporting Archdiocese of Chicago Catholic schools and provide more children a quality 
Catholic school education.  

Sincerely,  

Father Elmer Romero, Pastor  

For more information, please e-mail the Archdiocese’s Tax Credit Scholarship Office at tcs@archchicago.org or call 
(312) 534-2617 or e-mail Marguerite Zappa at mzappa@archchicago.org. 

mailto:tcs@archchicago.org
mailto:mzappa@archchicago.org
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Tax Credit Scholarship Information 
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ADORACIÓN NOCTURNA 

Cada segundo sábado del mes el Ministerio Hispano lleva 
a cabo la Adoración Nocturna, comenzando con una Misa 
a las 8:00 p.m. seguido de la Adoración al Santísimo hasta 
las 5:00 a.m. Todos están invitados a participar. 

NOCTURNAL ADORATION 

Every second Saturday of the month the Hispanic Ministry 
conducts Nocturnal Eucharistic Adoration, beginning with 
a Mass at 8:00 p.m. followed by Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament until 5:00 am. Everyone is invited to participate. 

DEVOCIÓN GUADALUPANA 

El Ministerio Hispano lleva a cabo la Devoción Guadalu-
pana rezando el rosario todos los días 12 de cada mes a las 
7:00 pm en la iglesia.  Todos están invitados a participar. 

GUADALUPE DEVOTION 

The Hispanic Ministry holds the Guadalupe Devotion by 
praying the rosary every 12th day of each month at 7:00 
pm in the church. Everyone is invited to participate. . 

nosotros, y sean parte de nuestra familia y amigos. 

 
 

FECHA-DATE      HORA-TIME      EVENTO-EVENT LUGAR-PLACE  

13 de diciembre,  2022  7:00 p.m.    Adoración al Santísimo  Iglesia 
   Adoration to the Blessed Sacrament  Church 

11 de diciembre, 2022  12:30 p.m.     Misa en Español    Iglesia  
   Spanish Mass  Church  

Segundo Sábado de cada mes  8:00 p.m. – 5:00 a.m. Adoración Nocturna Iglesia  
Second Saturday of each month  8:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m.  Night Adoration  Church 

Sábados 8:30 a.m. – 9:15 a.m. Confesiones     Iglesia  

Hispanic Ministry News 
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HONORING OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 

The Hispanic Ministry of St. Cletus cordially invites you to celebrate with us this Holy 
Season. We begin this year’s celebrations with the "Novena of Our Lady of Guadalupe" 
which started on December 2nd and concludes on December 10th.  The Novena takes place at 
7:00 pm. It is a religious tradition of greeting Our Lady of Guadalupe with Mañanitas Gua-
dalupanas the morning of December 12th. We invite you to join us to celebrate with us at 
5:00 a.m. After the Mañanitas and prayers, everyone is invited to the Parish Center to share 
hot chocolate and pan dulce (sweet bread). 

At 7:00. p.m. we will celebrate the traditional “Misa de Las Rosas” (Mass of The Roses), 
after Mass, we will be enjoying traditional food and refreshments. Come celebrate with us, 
and be part of our family and friends.  

HONRANDO  A NUESTRA SENORA DE GUADALUPE 

El Ministerio Hispano de San Cleto le invita cordialmente a celebrar con nosotros esta Temporada Santa. Comenza-
mos las celebraciones de este año con la "Novena de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe" que comenzó el 2 de diciembre y 
concluye el 10 de diciembre. La Novena se lleva a cabo a las 7:00 pm. Es una tradición religiosa saludar a Nuestra Se-
ñora de Guadalupe con Mañanitas Guadalupanas la mañana del 12 de diciembre. Los invitamos a que nos acompañen a 
celebrar con nosotros a las 5:00 a.m. Después de las mañanitas y rezos, todos están invitados al Centro Parroquial para 
compartir chocolate caliente y pan dulce. A las 7:00. pm. celebraremos la tradicional “Misa de Las Rosas”, después de 
la Misa, estaremos disfrutando de comida tradicional y refrigerios. Vengan a celebrar con nosotros, y sean parte de nues-
tra familia y amigos. 

POSADAS 

Our celebration continues from December 16 through December 24 with the Posadas Novena at 7:00 p.m.  After the 
Posadas “aguinaldos” (bags filled with candy) will be distributed.   

Posadas are celebrations that aim to prepare for Christmas for the birth of baby Jesus. 

The posadas are a tradition that originates from the history of the pilgrimage that Mary and Joseph covered before the 
birth of Jesus whose trip to Bethlehem took 9 days according to the Catholic religion. During this trip, María and José 
were looking for a home to spend the night, giving rise to the word posada that saves this tradition before Christmas. 

If there are any families who would like to pray the rosary of the posada, and host that evening’s hospitality, please con-
tact Juanita Avila, Director of Hispanic Ministry. 708-215-5441. 

POSADAS 

Nuestra celebración continúa del 16 al 24 de diciembre con la Novena de Posadas a las 7:00 p.m. Después de las Posa-
das se repartirán “aguinaldos” (bolsas llenas de dulces). 

Las posadas son celebraciones que tienen como objetivo preparar la Navidad para el nacimiento del niño Jesús. 

Las posadas son una tradición que tiene su origen en la historia de la peregrinación que realizaron María y José antes del 
nacimiento de Jesús cuyo viaje a Belén tomó 9 días según la religión católica. Durante este viaje, María y José buscaban 
un hogar para pasar la noche, dando origen a la palabra posada que salva esta tradición antes de Navidad. 

Si hay algunas familias a las que les gustaría tomar una posada y ser anfitriones de la hospitalidad de esa noche, en la 
iglesia se encuentran unas listas en donde se pueden anotar.  Para más información, favor de comunicarse con Juanita 
Avila, directora del Ministerio Hispano. 708-215-5441. 

 

Our Lady Of Guadalupe Celebrations 
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ST. CLETUS 
FOOD PANTRY 

THURSDAYS  
6-8PM 

Wish List: 
• Beverages(tea, 

coffee, juice, hot 
chocolate mix) 

• Jelly 
• Canned Fruit 
• Toothpaste 
• Baby wipes 
• Diapers size 4, 5, 6 
• Bathroom cleaners 
• Laundry Detergent 
• Shampoo and 

conditioner 
• Shave cream 
• Razors 

Please note, our 
donation bin is now 
located past the 
flagpole, near door 4. 

Follow us on  
Facebook: 
@StCletusFoodPantry 

Instagram: 
@St.CletusFoodPantry 
**Please remember, we 
do not accept donations 
of clothing or household 
goods, fresh/frozen meat, 
or perishables. If you 
have a question about a 
donation, please check 
first! Thanks! 

If you have questions 
or would like to 

volunteer with the 
Social Concerns 
Ministry contact 
Kendall Grant  
(708)215-5418 

kgrant@ 

FOOD PANTRY UPDATES 

Pleasantdale Brown Troop 56052 made birthday 
kits for the pantry! They collected donations and 
compiled kits with everything needed to make a 
birthday cake! Thank you!  

 

 

 

Sweet Connor recently made his First Reconciliation at 
St. Cletus. As part of this important milestone, he decid-
ed to collect donations for our food pantry. It's never too 
early to cultivate a heart of service in kids! Thank you 
Connor, you are amazing! 

 

 

 

Kwak’s Spread Joy is back! The Kwak Family started 
this during COVID and it has been absolutely incredible. 
They've collected over 17,350 donations!  So far this 
year they have spent over 100 hours decorating!  Stop by 
the 900 block of S Ashland in La Grange and bring a non
-perishable item to donate. Donations go to St. Cletus 
Food Pantry and a handful of other pantries and organi-
zations in our community. Thank you Kwak Family for 
continuing this amazing, joyful tradition. 

GIVING TREE  

 

 

 

 

 

The St. Cletus Council of Catholic Women made over 350 
ornaments at their recent meeting! These festive Christmas 
ornaments will be distributed to all the families in our Giv-
ing Tree program. Thank you for all of your hard work! 

GIVING TREE VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

Volunteer slots are now available for our Giving Tree distribution weekend. View slots, 
availability, age requirements, FAQs, and more at: www.stcletusparish.com/givingtree  

For further details, you can also contact: Kendall Grant, (708)215-5418, 
kgrant@stcletusparish.com 

Social Concerns Ministry 

http://www.stcletusparish.com/givingtree
mailto:kgrant@stcletusparish.com
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ST. CLETUS PURGATORIAL SOCIETY  (A 

CREDO MINISTRY) 

Come and join our 
Chosen Discussion 
Group for Season 2! 

Last summer CREDO 
organized a discussion 
group for the series 

about Jesus and the disciples called The Chosen.  We com-
pleted season 1 in November and will begin discussing sea-
son 2 the week of January 9th.  We meet every 2-3 weeks to 
discuss an episode.   

For things to make sense, you would need to watch season 
1 in addition to watching the first episode of season 2 be-
fore the first meeting.  Season 1 is currently available on 
Netflix.  Season’s 1 and 2 are currently available on Ama-
zon Prime, Peacock, other streaming services, and for free 
with The Chosen app on Apple or Android. 

Said a participant: “This series is VERY well done.  The 
first episode can be a bit difficult to watch, but stick with it 
and give it a try.  My favorite quote from the series (so far) 
comes from the character in the first episode: “I was one 
way and now I am completely different, and the thing that 
happened in between was Him.”” 

If interested, contact Colleen Hagen at cahmd@aol.com.  
Please indicate in your e-mail what days of the week you 
are available.  We meet at 7pm.  We hope you can join us 
for Season 2.   
 

Ministry News 

PARISH SCHOOL D4D! 50% OF THE PRO-
CEEDS WILL GO TO ST. CLETUS! 

mailto:cahmd@aol.com
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BOOK DISCUSSION 

For the next book discussion we are 
reading The Thursday Murder Club 
(book one) by Richard Osman.  We 
will meet on December 13 at 10 AM 
in the Fr. Gallagher Room of the 
Parish Center.  

For those who like to look ahead…. 

February 14:  Laine Change by Mary Ann Doornbos 

As always, all are welcome. Questions – call Denise at 
708.712.8294  
VOCATION PRAYER 

Lord Jesus,  

We beg you good and holy priests. In every age you call 
men to follow you as servants and shepherds of your 
people. Open their hearts to your call and give them the 
courage to follow you. Be their rock of refuge and their 
lights as they discern.  

Help us to support them on their journey, and to love 
them as your disciples.  

We thank you for all that you are and all that you do. In 
your name we pray.  

Amen. 

Vocation Office  
750 North Wabash 

Ave. Chicago, IL 

 
LOOKING FOR YOUR COMMUNITY? 

Looking for your community? 

Join ours. 

The Engage Community is for middle-age people, 50 
and up (single, divorced, widowed or married) to foster 
Christian community through social and service events. 

Stay tuned for our first event at the beginning of 
2023!! 

Potential upcoming events are movies and discussion, 
game/social nights and group service opportunities. 

Volunteers needed with some event planning experience 
to help launch Engage. 

If interested, email Amy at sspagetts@aol.com. 

WORD OF LIFE 

“O St. Bakhita, assist all those who are 
trapped in a state of slavery; Intercede with 
God on their behalf so that they will be 
released from their chains of captivity. Those 
whom man enslaves, let God set free.” 
USCCB, “Prayer to St. Josephine Bakhita” 

  

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE OUTREACH 

If you are experiencing problems, 
especially abuse, in your relationship, talk 
to a professional counselor. Find 
professional assistance by calling the 
National Domestic Violence Hotline, 800
-799-7233. Chat with a service provider 
and find the domestic violence services 
nearest you. If you are in immediate 
danger, call 911. 

ADVENT MEDITATION 

Community News 

mailto:sspagetts@aol.com
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DAY/DATE TIME LOCATION EVENT 

Sunday, December 11 4pm 
7pm 

Parish Center 
Church 

Ed Ward Fine Art Series Jazz Nativity  
Novena To Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Monday, December 12 5-6am 
6-9:30pm 

Church 
Parish Center 

Mananitas Guadalupanas 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Feast 

Tuesday, December 13 9:30am 
3-9pm 

Church 
Nonna’s  Good Life Pizza 

Mass With Parish School Students 
Parish School Dining 4 Dollars Night 

Wednesday, December 
14 

7pm Church 1st, 3rd, 5th, and 7th School Christmas Pro-
gram  

Thursday, December 15 6-8pm 
7pm 

Food Pantry 
Church 

Food Pantry Distribution 
2nd, 4th, 6th, and 8th School Christmas Pro-
gram 

Friday, December 16 7pm Church Posadas(Novena) 

Saturday, December 17 8:30-9:15am 
7pm 

Church Confessions 
Posadas(Novena) 

Sunday,  December 18 7pm Church Posadas(Novena) 

Week At A Glance 

 Stewardship Report 

GIVING 

Do you want to transition away from writing checks and contribute electronically? It is SO EASY!  

Visit the St. Cletus Parish website at stcletusparish.com and click the “DONATE” BUTTON 
(pictured to the right). Click Sunday donations. We accept checks (ACH), debit and credit 
cards. If you have questions or need help, contact Jim Dion at jdion@stcletusparish.com or 

708.352.6209.      

BULLETIN ARTICLE SUBMISSIONS 

Please note that all Canticle articles are to be emailed to canticle@stcletusparish.com as text with pictures attached sep-
arately. All articles are due 5p.m. Friday a full week (9 days) before Sunday’s publication 

 



Page 14 Third Sunday of Advent December 11, 2022 

 

PARISH MISSION AND VISION STATEMENTS 

Mission Statement 

St. Cletus is a dynamic Catholic community dedicated to spreading the Good news of Jesus Christ through worship, 
education, and service. 

Vision Statement 

We welcome all. We encourage all parishioners to live the Gospel message of Jesus Christ in their daily lives, by 
sharing their talents and faith with our parish and community. 

CONTACT US 

Parish Center ........................................... (708) 352-6209 

School ..................................................... (708) 352-4820 

www.stcletusparish.com ............................. stcletuschurch 

PARISH CENTER OFFICE HOURS 

Please note that all deliveries and inquiries should be made 
to the parish center office.  

Monday thru Friday  ...................... 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Saturday and Sunday  ........................................... Closed 

MASSES 
 

Saturday Evening ............................................. 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday ......................... 7:15 a.m., 8:45 a.m., 10:30 a.m.,  
 .......................................................... 12:30 p.m. (spanish) 

Weekdays ........................ Monday thru Friday 8:00 a.m. 

CONFESSIONS 

Saturdays  ....................................... 8:30 a m. - 9:15 a.m.  

BAPTISMS 

Parents must be registered parishioners. Please contact the 
Parish Office to make arrangements at (708) 352-6209. 

WEDDINGS 

Dates and times are reserved for registered parishioners. 
Initial arrangements must be completed five months in 
advance of the wedding date.  

Please contact the Parish Office to make arrangements at 
(708) 352-6209. 

HOME/HOSPITAL VISITATION AND  
COMMUNION CALLS 

Please contact the Ministry of Care Office .... (708) 352-6209 

ST. CLETUS SCHOOL BOARD 

Pastor .......................................................... Fr. Elmer Romero 
Chairperson ............................................................ Bob Wasik 

members 
Kevin Hogan Bob Malham Stephen Mersman  
Mike Napleton Griselda Quintero  Julio Quintero  
Jennifer Senyard  

liaisons 
FSA President ............................................... Rhonda Aumann 
Athletic Association ................................................ Tina Pryor 

STAFF 

parish staff 

Rev. Elmer Romero, Pastor 

Rev. Michael Novick, Associate Pastor 

Rev. Kevin Hays, Senior Priest for Weekend Liturgy  

Rev. John Lodge, Senior Priest for Weekend Liturgy 

Mr. Ramón Cazales, Deacon 

Rev. Robert Clark, Pastor Emeritus 

pastoral staff 

Tina Norton, Pastoral Associate (708) 215-5412 

Karen Ziemba, Music Ministry (708) 215-5423 

Kendall Grant, Social Concerns (708) 215-5418  

Christopher Wagner, Technology (708) 215-5420 

hispanic ministry staff (708) 215-5441 

Juanita Avila, Head of Hispanic Ministry 

school staff (708) 352-4820 

Gregory Porod, Principal 

Christy Schaefer, Assistant Principal 

Mary Lee Krieger, Administrative Assistant 

Kate Townsend, Receptionist/Administrative Assistant 

Jeannie Scalzitti, Receptionist/Administrative Assistant

Sara Hodak, Marketing/Development 
 
religious education staff (708) 352-2383 
Lawrence Manetti, Director of Faith Formation for Chil-
dren 
Hector Obregon-Luna,  Associate Director of Faith For-
mation 

parish office staff (708) 352-6209 

Jim Dion, Business Manager  

Olga Montalvo, Parish Administrative Assistant  

Silvia Castellanos, Parish Secretary 

Sara Hodak, Bulletin Editor 

Doug Morrisey, Parish Finance Council Chairperson, 
Email: finance@stcletusparish.com 
Helen McComiskey, Parish Pastoral Council Chairperson 
Email: ppc@stcletusparish.com 

St. Cletus Parish Information 

mailto:finance@stcletusparish.com
mailto:ppc@stcletusparish.com
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Pisa Pizza
WE DELIVER

708-352-0008
5440 S. LaGrange Rd.

Countryside
www.pisapizzacountryside.com

Doherty
Tuckpointing

Chimney Repair
Tuckpointing

Brick Work • Caulking
Brick Cleaning • Fireplaces

Lic. - Bonded - Insured

773-238-5605

Experience the Difference 
Office Locations:

La Grange | 708.352.4500

Oak Park | 708.848.5900 

Ed the Plumber
Ed the Carpenter
708.652.1444
Best Work • Best Rates
PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

•  LeafGuard®  
is guaranteed never to 
clog or we’ll clean it for 
FREE*

•  Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves, pine 
needles, and debris

•  Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to clean 
clogged gutters

•  Durable, all-weather tested system not a flimsy 
attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373 Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,

or we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!

$99
Installation*

Receive a $100 Visa gift card with
your FREE in-home estimate 

*Does not include cost of material. Expires103/31/22.

*All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $100 Visa gift 
card. Retail value is $100. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, 
sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or 
involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants 
must have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: 
employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants 
in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. 
Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater 
value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within 10 
days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. 
Offer not sponsored and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Offer not available in the states 

of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 10/31/22.

NEED AN
ATTORNEY?

JOSEPH S. ANGELILLO
ATTORNEY AT LAW
630‐688‐7511

521 S. La Grange Rd. Ste. 104
La Grange, IL 60525

708.469.7098
942 S. La Grange Rd.

Hours: 7am to 3pm - Daily

Call Nancy Krzystek
708.372.2244

www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business, Advertise Here.
Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!

email: krzystekn@jspaluch.com

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here: www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

J.S. Paluch will create, produce and print your ad for less than you’d spend elsewhere.
They help you reach consumers at extremely affordable rates and offer

options to advertise effectively and  keep pace with market change.
GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at least one church bulletin home every Sunday. 

GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising in the church bulletin
and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between businesses are inclined

to choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.
GREAT LOYALTY - 41% of households do business with a company specifically

because they are advertising in the church bulletin.
GREAT PRODUCT - 62% of households keep the church bulletin the entire week as reference.  

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin
Call us at 1-800-566-6170

Email: sales@jspaluch.com

WHY ADVERTISE IN YOUR
LOCAL CHURCH BULLETIN?

If you own a business or know of a local business that might like to support your local Catholic parish
by advertising in its parish bulletin, please contact J.S. Paluch. Grow your business by advertising
in the church bulletin and create strong connections with your target audience. Benefits include:

The Most Complete Online
National Directory

of Catholic Parishes
CHECK IT OUT TODAY!

What We Can Offer You and Your Business:
• Many ad size options to meet your budget in color or black and white
• One-on-one customer service to help build and design your ad
• The ability to change your ad up to 12 times per year

J.S. Paluch Company 1.800.621.5197

See
Your Ad

in CCOOLLOORR
Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.621.5197

INVEST LOCALLY
Targeting local business makes good “Cents”– 
Get your name out there by advertising in local
parish bulletins. Contact us today for your next
advertising move and we will work with you for

your next “AD THAT WORKS!”

For more information email sales@jspaluch.com
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FAMILY DENTISTRY
Kevin E. Collins, DDS, PC

475 W. 55th St., La Grange
Office 708-354-5575

After Hours Emergency – 708-408-3676

AAA ACCURATE APPLIANCE
708-344-1690

Your LaGrange Neighbor
KitchenAid, Kenmore & Whirlpool

    Telephone       55th & Willow Springs Road

(708) 246-0827       LaGrange, Illinois 60525

Root Canal Treatment, Dental Implants, 

Wisdom Teeth Extraction, Emergency 

Treatment, & Sedation

 • Evening and Saturday Hours

 • Most dental insurances accepted

Drs. Munaretto & Sommers, Parishioner 
475 W. 55th Street, Suite 208, LaGrange
(708) 579-0488    www.cameods.com

LAWRENCE R. LEWANDOWSKI
CPA/PFS, MST, CFP®

Parishioner | 40 Years Experience
Call for an Appointment 708-860-6532

Tax Preparation & Planning
Personal Financial & Retirement Planning

Registered Investment Advisor
Home Visits Available for Elderly & Disabled

INNOVATIVE COUNSELING PARTNERS
Depression • Anxiety • Child & Family Therapy

Grief/Trauma Counseling • Marriage Counseling

Offices in Oak Park, North Riverside & Hinsdale
773-312-3612 • www.InnovativeCounselingPartners.com

Se Habla
Español

We Take Service Personally
Contact us today for a customized, reliable

waste management, recycling, or dumpster quote.

630-261-0400

Quality Work – Reasonable Prices

DEMMIS
PLUMBING

& SEWER
Ask for a

PARISHIONER
DISCOUNT

708.420.0806
www.demmisplumbing.com

EMERGENCY
SERVICE

Lic# 055-044826

Anthony Barone
CPA, MBA, MST

AB CPA, Inc.
Personal and Individual Income 

Tax Preparation
Business Accounting and 

Payroll Services

708.430.3232
Tony@ABCPAInc.com

Parishioner

Sales - Service - Installation
Insured, Licensed, Bonded

• Furnaces • Air Conditioners
• Boilers • Humidifiers

708.485.7827
www.4AdvancedHVAC.com

••
PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

Est. 1882
Outstanding Service, Facilities and Amenities.
7000 S. Madison St. Willowbrook, IL 60527

630-325-2300   www.adolfservices.com

John & Mary Adolf
Parishioners 40 Years

DERMATOLOGY  
DR. MICHAEL O’DONOGHUE 
BOARD CERTIFIED DERMATOLOGIST 

1415 W. 47TH ST. LA GRANGE, IL

APPOINTMENTS CALL: 708-765-3111
WWW.ILLINOISDERM.COM

www.zapiensvista.com

• Remodeling
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Additions

• New Construction
• Handyman Service
Licensed and Insured

630-910-6300
8171 S. Lemont Rd. Darien

ppacocha@BuildingResourceGroupLLC.com

Bob Floss & Son Realty
Family owned & operated since 1980

708-528-9300
bob@bobfloss.com | www.bobfloss.com

Parishioner of St Cletus since 1974 | 5504 S Brainard Countryside, IL 60525

Need help buying or selling your property?
Find PeteWithRemax on Facebook 

your local Real Estate Expert
Peter Hernandez,
Broker Associate
708-906-5700 
Hablamos Español
Realtor.chitown@gmail.com

Looking  to Sell or Buy a Home? Let’s Talk....
Cell: (773) 837-9336

armandoprieto@remax.net

Eddie Diaz, Realtor®

C: 773-960-0213
6839 West Archer Ave., Chicago, IL 60638 
eddie.diaz@c21nuvisionre.com | www.eddiediazrealtor.net
5 Star Producer for over 10 years

Now offering consignment!
112 E Burlington Ave, La Grange

www.jsqmall.com • (708) 352-4120

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂




