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Mass Intentions for the Week of April 20 - April 26, 2009
Day

Time

Intentions

Monday

8:00am

Rose Delaloye

Tuesday

8:00am

Domenica Frasca, Pauline Cuttill

Wednesday

8:00am

George O’Connell

Thursday

8:00am

Parishioners of St. Cletus

Friday

8:00am

Ruth Wandtke

Saturday

8:00am
5:00pm

Parishioners of St. Cletus
Michael Maly, Rudy Kegl, Joyce Conerty, Rose Delaloye, Kathleen Byrne,
Rebecca Trujillo

Sunday

7:00am
8:00am
9:30am
11:00am
6:00pm

John McLaughlin, Henry & Darlene Krueger, Eileen Kurland, Phyllis Prevenas
Dolores Slowiak
Virginia Shepler, Michael Arpaia, Anne Vokoun
Stephan Dziabuda, Timothy Benrus, Edward J. Krol, Pearl DeSelm
Intentions of Hispanic Priests

AUXILIARY MINISTER SCHEDULE
WEEKEND OF APRIL 25/26, 2009

5:00 PM

7:00 AM

8:00 AM

9:30 AM

11:00 AM

SM

Koch, B.

Swindall, V.

Wiley, J.

Bolton, P.

Curnutt, R$.

Cally Dorosz & Martin Will

LR

Loch, L.
Gallagher, J.

Bellisario, J.

Dalsin, P.

Bolton, P.

Pisone, M.L.
Demonte, L.

Julia Lipman & Cyrus W. Dolph

B2

Koch, B.

Swindall, V.

Wiley, J.

Bolton, P.

Curnutt, R.

Anna Louise Jakuba & Joseph Court

B3

Martinez, J.

Swindall, T.

Bliss, G.

DalPorto, K.

Ficaro, J.

B4

Thornton, M.

Hinton, G.

Dunkovich, A.

Dillane, J.

Pristo, B.

B5

Zaremba, E.

Zmuda, L.

Borsilli, H.

Dillane, J.

Pavlik, L.

B6

Swindall, T.

Zmuda, R.

Parlier, D.

Kelliher, L.

Haggerty, F.

C1

Hockman, S.

Walsh, M J

Meuwissen, J. Maday, J.

C2

Kalata, M.

Warren, C.

Bartucci, C.

Fisher, H.

C3

Bozec, B.

Curotto, L.

Tosheff, C.

Gebka, M.L.

C4

Thornton, W.

Micek, J.

Thuma, M.

Hoskins, C.

C5

Saban, J.

Szabelski, R.

Williams, A.

Samuelson, D.

C6

Swindall, V.

Parlier, J.

Kelliher, K.

Schump, C.

Staelgraeve, M

Please Pray for Our Deceased & Their Families…

†

Casey Ptak,
Father of Judy Serdiuk

†

Craig Londowski,
Son of Rita Londowski

†

Jerry Pietras,
Husband of Janet

SO THAT YOU MAY BELIEVE
It is not often that the author of one of the
books of the Bible comes right out and
tells us directly why he is writing and
what he is writing. In this Sunday’s
Gospel reading, taken from the conclusion
of John’s Gospel, the author tells us that
he has chosen to record these events so
“that you may come to believe that Jesus
is the Christ, the Son of God, and that
through this belief you may have life in
his name” (20:31).
The letter of John echoes this idea by
saying that “[everyone who believes that
Jesus is the Christ is begotten by God”]
(5:1)—what we might refer to as being
“born again.” Our reading from the Acts
of the Apostles for this Second Sunday of
Easter shows us exactly what it looks like
when believers are born again through
faith.
© Copyright, J. S. Paluch
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NOTES FROM FATHER BOB…
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 2009
“DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY”
In its original form, John’s gospel concentrates the stories of the resurrection and the gift of the Holy
Spirit into one chapter. Then, as if it were by popular request, John tags on another final chapter, with
further supportive resurrection experiences.
The summary of the earlier chapter offers concise points of reflection on the risen Lord.
To appreciate them fully we have to read them against the background of the whole gospel, for their
significance has already been traced for us by John in the body of the gospel text. John’s gospel, more selfevidently than the synoptic gospels, is imbued throughout with the presence of the risen Lord.
The two themes which dominate today’s gospel reflect the usual Johannine pattern of gift and
response. Jesus appears as the bringer of peace and the giver of the Holy Spirit. What is asked in response
from his followers is faith as the indispensable channel for the new life in the Spirit.
Throughout the gospel Jesus has illustrated through signs and teaching his special relationship with
the Father, a relationship which enables him to bring people into a new way of living. He is recognized now
in his gift of peace and in his life-giving wounds. The disciples are filled with joy at seeing him, and he
empowers them with the Holy Spirit, who will enable them to forgive sins and remove the blindfolds we put on
ourselves.
The story of Thomas shows how difficult this can be if Jesus does not show himself to us. John uses
this story of doubt to end his gospel with a reminder of the great need for faith. It is such faith that will
enable the persecuted early Christians to discover true life in the presence of the Lord.
We can find many blocks on the path to accepting the new life of the risen Lord. There is lack of faith
which dulls our perception, preventing us from seeing God’s power working through us and in his world.
There is sin, depression, sometimes even despair. There is our heavy investment in secular preoccupations
and our failure to make the links between them and the divine life which can be celebrated in them.
Faith is not a purely intellectual adherence to the Creed or the truths taught by the Church.
It is openness of mind and heart, nourished by prayer, the sacraments and our fellowship with other believers
which allow us to discern God’s love at work in us and in the world. Just as the risen Lord is recognized
through his gift of peace and through his wounds, so we too express our faith through the giving and
receiving of peace and through the living out of our own woundedness and vulnerability.

Divine Mercy Sunday
Today the church celebrates God’s endless Mercy in our lives. Let us be grateful on this special day
for God’s abundant love and his desire that we experience his Mercy in our relationship with him each day.
May we all look to God’s Divine Mercy and become instruments of that Mercy in the world around us.
A Mercy filled with God’s love, compassion, forgiveness, understanding and charity.
Easter Blessings filled with God’s Mercy,

Father Bob
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second Temple of Jerusalem was destroyed in 70 A.D., but nearly
2,000 years later the witness of the courageous early followers of
Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen and Christ lives on.
grow—a day at a time
TODAY’S READINGS: Acts 5:17-26; John 3:16-21
SUNDAY, APRIL 19, 2009
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER - A little doubt can do you good
If you ever are in a “Thomas state of mind”—doubting your faith,
doubting God’s love, doubting our hope for redemption—consider all
the great Christians who have gone before you who have experienced
similar doubts: Mother Teresa, Saint Thérèse of Lisieux, Saint Teresa
of Avila, Saint John of the Cross, Saint Thomas Aquinas, to name but a
few. Doubt isn’t the opposite of faith. In one of its forms, doubt is a
recurring stage of faith. As we grow, change, and experience setbacks,
our certainty may be shaken. Doubt sets in and forces us to review,
update, and strengthen our core beliefs. Don’t be afraid to confront
your doubts today.
TODAY’S READINGS: Acts 4:32-35; 1 John 5:1-6; John 20:19-31

“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are
those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”

MONDAY, APRIL 20
EASTER WEEKDAY - Are you born again?
Have you ever been asked if you are born-again by other Christians?
Just what does that mean? The King James Version of the Bible, on
which many fundamentalist Christians rely, uses the term “born again”
to translate the phrase in the gospel passage for today. The old Catholic
Douay-Rheims did, too. But the Greek word can also mean “born from
above.” That’s why the character Nicodemus in today’s story
misunderstands it. To be “born again” means to experience new life
“from above,” a life free from the fear of sin and death, because in
baptism we receive eternal life and the forgiveness of our sins.
Remember that the next time you proclaim, “We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead.”
TODAY’S READINGS: Acts 4:23-31; John 3:1-8
“Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from
above.’ ”

TUESDAY, APRIL 21
FEAST OF ANSELM, BISHOP, DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH
Know what you believe and believe what you know
The centuries have witnessed the seesaw struggle between faith and
reason. Some have been all for faith without the need to think too
much, while others have seen knowledge to be enough on its own. One
of those level heads who recognized that reason and faith can coexist
and actually complement each other was Anselm, an archbishop of
Canterbury who lived from 1033-1109. He famously described his way
of doing theology as “faith seeking understanding.” How, this way of
putting it asks, can you believe if you have nothing to believe? At the
same time, how can you put what you know in some kind of faith
perspective? Faith and the ability to think are gifts of God. Use them
both for the glory of God and the good of others.
TODAY’S READINGS: Acts 4:32-37; John 3:7b-15

“If I have told you about earthly things and you do not
believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly
things?”
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22
EASTER WEEKDAY - Released for good behavior
Would you risk prison and possible death for the sake of your beliefs?
The question was anything but abstract for early believers in the risen
Christ. Even before they had to contend with Roman persecution, these
early “Jewish Christians” had to face the wrath of the Sadducees, an
aristocratic priestly group that did not believe in the possibility of
resurrection. The Sadducees disappeared from the scene soon after the

“Look, the men whom you put in prison are standing in the temple

and teaching the people!”
THURSDAY, APRIL 23
FEAST OF GEORGE, MARTYR - Stories as good as gold
The story of Saint George, soldier, dragon-slayer, and martyr, is one of
many fantastic tales about the lives of saints recorded in an immensely
popular 13th-century book called The Golden Legend. What was the
appeal of such obviously fictional tales, and why have they persisted to
this day? These stories offered medieval readers vivid portraits of
human life. They provided a summary of world history and geography
for folks who rarely traveled beyond their farm or village. The tales
were full of strange adventures and wonderful miracles and were as
exciting to read as any romantic novel of the time. They also offered
wisdom and a model of life to inspire and guide—all reasons for us to
enjoy these stories, too.
TODAY’S READINGS: Acts 5:27-33; John 3:31-36

“He whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for he
gives the Spirit without measure.”
FRIDAY, APRIL 24
FEAST OF FIDELIS OF SIGMARINGEN, PRIEST, MARTYR
The defense never rests in the trials of the poor
One of the principal reasons people often give for turning off to
organized religion is the long history of doctrinal disputes within and
between traditions that have led to misunderstandings, violence, even
wars. Fidelis of Sigmaringen was martyred in 1622 in such a dispute
between Catholics and Calvinists during the tumultuous years of the
Reformation and Counter-Reformation in Switzerland. What we can
admire most in Sigmaringen, however, is not the way he died but the
way he lived. After studying law, his great concern for the poor earned
him the surname of “counselor and advocate for the poor.” Bring a
similar perspective to your own line of work or vocation.
TODAY’S READINGS: Acts 5:34-42; John 6:1-15
“As they left the council, they rejoiced that they were considered
worthy to suffer dishonor for the sake of the name.”

SATURDAY, APRIL 25
FEAST OF MARK, EVANGELIST - Gospel walking
According to tradition the Gospel of Mark was written by John Mark,
an early disciple who traveled with Peter, Paul, and Barnabas to help
spread the Good News. Not the most eloquent writer, Mark wrote in
simple “street” language yet with vivid action scenes, giving us a
compelling portrait of Jesus actively taking hold of his role as the
Messiah, the anointed one who has come to save the world. Mark
shows us that, like us, the ordinary men and women who were early
disciples didn’t always “get” Jesus or his mission. Yet they persevered
and came to a deeper understanding of Jesus through his death and
resurrection. Walk with Mark as he tells the story of Jesus and get to
know the Messiah who is active in your life.
TODAY’S READINGS: 1 Peter 5:5b-14; Mark 16:15-20
“Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the whole
creation.”

©2009 by TrueQuest Communications, L.L.C. PHONE: 800-942-2811;
E-MAIL: mail@takefiveforfaith.com; WEBSITE: www.TakeFiveForFaith.com.
Licensed for noncommercial use. All rights reserved. Scripture quotes come
from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible.

Contributors: Father Paul Boudreau, Daniel Grippo, Father Larry
Janowski, O.F.M., Ann O’Connor, Sean Reynolds, Joel Schorn, Patrice
J. Tuohy, and Sister Julie Vieira, I.H.M.
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SOCIAL CONCERNS MINISTRY
FOOD PANTRY

Thank you for so generously answering our call for help in filling our shelves for the April food
distribution! We do have a good beginning as we work towards restocking our shelves for the May 14th Food
Pantry, but when we serve 200 client families each month, we need to continuously replenish our staples. Here
is the list of most needed items: Dry pinto beans, rice, canned fruit, tuna, meals in a can/box, pasta, pasta
sauce, peanut butter, jelly, tomatoes/tomato sauce, and diapers, all sizes. Extras include juice, coffee, cooking
oil, crackers, powdered or evaporated milk. All in-date non-perishables are greatly appreciated. Please drop off
your donations in the food bins located in the Madonna della Strada Shrine in the church vestibule. Again,
thank you for adding food pantry items to your regular grocery lists!
the SECOND ANNUAL ST. CLETUS RUMMAGE SALE on Saturday,
July 25! The proceeds will again benefit our St. Vincent de Paul Conference, which provides clients in our
community with emergency assistance for necessities, including utilities, rent, food, medical prescriptions, eye
care, gas cards, etc. As a quick general reminder, we will be accepting clean, usable household items (furniture,
dishes, electrics, decorative items, etc.); jewelry; toys (bikes, tricycles, scooters, toys, games – in good
condition with no pieces missing); sporting goods & exercise equipment. We will NOT accept any cribs, car
seats, clothing, bed linens, towels, blankets, mattresses, large appliances, stuffed animals, sharp knives, items
that are dirty/broken or missing parts. Donations can be dropped off the week before the sale. Volunteer crews
will again be available to pick up larger items. We will be publishing those dates/times closer to the event.
Thanks for marking your calendar and keeping us in mind as you run across items you no longer need or want!
MARK YOUR CALENDAR…for

Mary Beth Ford

Director of Social Concerns

REMINDER…Next weekend, April 25/26 will be the last weekend I will be collecting cleaning items and
monetary donations for my Boy Scout Eagle Project, which is to supply a bucket with cleaning supplies to the
food pantry clients on Thursday, May 14. Thank you for any help that you can provide!

Timothy Findley

Open Computer Lab
Sunday, April 26!
The next open computer lab is Sunday, April
26. Bring your tech questions, download pictures from
your digital camera, print out a letter, send an email to
the grand kids, and more! Stop by the school’s
computer lab (enter door #11 on 54th St.) following
11:00am Mass!

Chris Wagner
Director of Technology

Al was one of the older adults who learned
computer basics at the first computer lab earlier
this month. Technology Director, Chris Wagner,
explained modern technology to the seniors earlier
this month.
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Hey Kids ages 4-9, Join Fizz, Sparki, Dewd, Max and Electra as we explore the Love of Jesus
this summer. Register Now for our 3rd year of Bible School. The fun begins on Monday,
June 22. The cost is $25 per child. Registration forms and more information are available in
the Religious Education Office or on-line.

Needed – Mad Scientists from 6th Grade to 100 years old willing to help our young scientists Explore God’s
World during the week of June 22nd from 9:00 AM – Noon. Dust off your lab coat and call or email me at the
RE office (708-352-2383). Join us – and have a BLAST!

Pat Kahl
Director of Religious Education

UPCOMING DATE FOR MANNA
CASH & CARRY
MANNA will be available after Masses
in the church vestibule NEXT WEEKEND,
April 25/26. MANNA is an ongoing fundraising
program through the St. Cletus FSA, which
purchases gift cards at a discount, sells them at
face value and the proceeds then go to the school.
Use Manna for your Mother’s Day gifts!
Please call Erin Rhoads (708) 588-0510 or Leslie
Doherty (708) 482-0257 with any questions or
concerns.

Please remember our sick in your prayers: Rene
Quinones, Patricia Krieger, Ruth Taylor,
Bernice Hyatt, George Kessler, Norma Evans,
Mario Aguilar, Ronald Novotny, Bob Reichl, Therese
Wess, Marguerite May, Scott May, Dr. Karen Chermel,
Denise Kuchta, Anna Ciszek, Blasé Cinquegrani,
Roberta Zeman, James Prucha, Emma Fontana,
Mark Ronchetti, Adrienne Welenc, Kathryn SuperWilson, John Burke, Larry Rincon, Joseph Fajdich,
Betty Niwa, Donal Fox, Mary Barnish, Elaine Bianco,
Leslie Imholt, Ryan Cosgrove, Ann Fahey, Joan Klein,
Rosemary Sylvester, Rose Olferchek, Steve Zeman,
Sister Arlene Gibson, Zach Sperka, Mike Patzelt,
Rita D’Onofrio, Marilyn Matesevac, Hunter Peters,
Cacilia Ziegler, Ruth Calandriello, Ann Marie Nabor,
Patty Johnson, Agnes Suennen, Joseph Johnson,
Stephanie Yakowicz, Josie Spoto, Larry Wojnar,
Louise Jaunich, Frank Werner, Agnes Olszowka,
Marie Krolecki.

ST. CLETUS BOOK CLUB
1st Meeting
Wednesday, April 22, at 7:00pm
1st Book- “Marley and Me” by John Grogan
Religious Education Office (flag pole entrance)
All are welcome!
Sponsored by the Parish Life Commission.
Questions? Email Christy at
Christymaldonado50@yahoo.com.

ST. CLETUS PARISH
MINISTRY WEEKEND
Did you know that Sunday, April 26 is the
feast day of our parish saint? To mark this occasion,
we will spend Sunday morning highlighting all of the
wonderful ministries that make St. Cletus such a
vibrant and spiritual parish. After all our Masses
next Sunday, plan to spend some time browsing
through displays which will showcase all of our
ministries and celebrate our parishioners’ services to
the people of God. Perhaps you’ll even consider
sharing one of your many gifts with one of our parish
organizations! Light refreshments will be served.
We look forward to celebrating the Feast of
St. Cletus in this special way.
Justin Sisul

Fact: Each person is responsible for
creating approximately 5 pounds of
solid waste and 100 gallons of
wastewater each day.
APRIL 22
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FENWICK HIGH SCHOOL
BLACKFRIARS GUILD
PRESENTS
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STEWARDSHIP
“The community of believers was of one heart and
mind and no one claimed that any of his
possessions were his own.”
-Acts 4:32

“FAME”
THE MUSICAL
FRIDAY, APRIL 24, 2009 AT 8:00PM
SATURDAY, APRIL 25, 2009 AT 8:00PM
SUNDAY, APRIL 26, 2009 AT 3:00PM

$9.00 ADULTS
$7.00 STUDENTS
FENWICK HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM
505 W. WASHINGTON BLVD.
OAK PARK, ILLINOIS
TICKETS SOLD AT THE DOOR
PUT YOUR FAITH INTO ACTION!

Interfaith Community Partners is holding a volunteer
training session on Sunday, May 3, 2008 from 11:30 to
2:30 P.M. This training is to be held at the Presbyterian
Church of Western Springs, 5250 Wolf Road, Western
Springs, Il. All interested persons who want to serve
older adults through visitation, assisted transportation, or
telephone reassurance are welcome. Lunch will be
served.
To register/more information, call (708) 579-8929.

Do you feel like a celebration? Come join the Religious
Education Families of our parish for our End-of-the-Year
Religious Education Mass on Sunday, April 26, at
12:30pm in Church. Join us as we celebrate God’s
blessing to conclude a great year and anticipate a
wonderful summer. Following our Mass, walk over to
Morrissey Hall and have an ice cream sundae. It will be a
great day!

Pat Kahl
Director of Religious Education

Stewardship calls us to recognize, just as the early
Christians did, that none of our possessions is our own.
All that we have - our health, our education, our skills,
our talents, and our livelihood - are gifts from God.
The natural reaction when someone gives you a gift is to
want to give something back. What do you give back to
God?

Weekly Giving Summary
Sunday Collection, April 12...…….. $
Last Year … ……………………….…$

24,343
25,743

Total Collection:
Year-to-Date……………………..….. $1,087,992
Previous Year-to-Date…………....…. $1,131,186
Needed for Budget thru 4/12/09..…..…$1,161,325
A CHEERFUL GIVER
A cheerful giver does not count the cost of
what he gives. His heart is set on pleasing and cheering
the one to whom the gift is given.
— St. Julian

HOLY NAME SOCIETY

Past Presidents of the Holy Name Society will
be honored Friday, May 1 at the annual dinner at
Sawa’s Old Warsaw Restaurant, 9300 Cermak Road in
Broadview. Cocktails at 6:30pm followed by dinner at
7:00pm. Cost is $10. Bring an item for the raffle!
Members should sign the list in the Minister’s Room or
phone Chairman Fran Callaghan by April 28.

Jim Matthews

GENUINE FREEDOM

The glory of God is humanity fully alive.
- St. Irenaeus
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PARISH MISSION STATEMENT

St. Cletus Catholic Parish of the Archdiocese of Chicago is a Christian community of believers and followers of

Christ Jesus. We call and welcome all to join our family of faith as we seek to live the Gospel values in our daily
lives, community and world. We are committed to providing spiritual nourishment through the worship of God,

celebration of the sacraments, Christian education and use of our time, talent and treasure in serving others with
compassion and love.

MASSES

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

Saturday Evening: 5:00pm

Chairpersons:

Sunday: 7:00am, 8:00am, 9:30am,
11:00am, (6:00pm Spanish)
Weekdays: Mon., thru Sat., 8:00am
Evening before Holy Day: 7:00pm

Vice - Chairperson:
Recording Secretary:
Corresponding Secretary:
Worship Ministry:
Finance Liaison:

Anne Babirak,
Tom Finucane
Rita Mayer
Xavier Polanski
Lori Ashe
Brian Kapusta

Holy Day: 6:30am, 8:00am

BAPTISMS
1st & 3rd Sunday of the month at 1:00pm. Parents must be
registered parishioners and attend the Baptism Preparation
Class. Please make arrangements by calling the Rectory
office (708-352-6209)

WEDDINGS
Dates and times are reserved for registered parishioners.
Initial arrangements must be completed five months in
advance of the wedding date.

HOME/HOSPITAL VISITATION AND
COMMUNION CALLS
Please contact the Ministry of Care office (708-215-5407).

Parish Representative:
Youth Ministry:
Education Ministry:

Pastoral Care Ministry:
Development Ministry:
Staff Representative:

Joe Bamberger, Lori Ashe
Barb Mitchell,
Rita Mayer
Anne Babirak, (School)
Sharon Gleich (Religious
Education)
C. Rodger Brown,
Xavier Polanski
Maggie Nelson
Tom Finucane
Jolene Hillgoth

Hispanic Ministry:

Silvia Casas
Ignacio Saavedra

Social Concerns:

Maureen Soldat
Jim Ryva

Technology Representative:

Julie Lenz

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AND BENEDICTION
1st Monday of the Month immediately following the 8:00am
Mass with Benediction at 6:45pm.

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS

CONFESSIONS
Confessions every Saturday of the month 4:15-4:45pm.
ST. FRANCIS XAVIER WINE TASTING EVENT

Join the St. Francis Men’s Club on Saturday,
April 25, for a Wine tasting from 7:30pm-12:00midnight in
“Joyce Hall Cellars.” Sample more than 24 fantastic wines
(order your favorites before you leave that night).
Hors d oeuvres and light snacks will be prepared by
Taste America catering. Beer, soda, and coffee will also be
available. The cost is $75 per couple or $40 if you are
coming by yourself. Evening is limited to the first 250
registrants. If you would like to help out, or to place a
reservation, please contact Jim Donahue (708) 482-8332,
Steve Kent (708) 482-9495, or Mike Milligan (708) 5795539.

Monday thru Saturday: 9:00am-5:00pm
Sunday: 8:00am-1:00pm
FULL-TIME COOK/SANITATION EMPLOYEE

The La Grange Park Center is seeking a Full-Time
Cook/Sanitation employee who will be responsible for
all food preparation and sanitation in the Food Service
Department. One year experience in the kitchen and in
the sanitation area or we will train. A high school
diploma or equivalent is required. Must be able to
work a flexible schedule and some weekends.
Applications can be completed at the Switchboard.
If you have questions, please contact Francois
Dahamni, (708) 354-9200, ext. #5095.

