St. Cletus
Canticle
March 8, 2009

Second Sunday of Lent

600 West 55th Street ● La Grange, Illinois 60525 ● 708-352-6209 ● www.stcletusparish.com

All are welcome. Handicapped parking is located in front of church.
Personal hearing devices are available from the ushers/greeters.
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Mass Intentions for the Week of March 9 - March 15, 2009
Day

Time

Intentions

Monday

8:00am

Purgatorial Society - Ann Gallimore

Tuesday

8:00am

Joseph Ulfig, Kadlec Family

Wednesday

8:00am

Liz Heil, John Hopp

Thursday

8:00am

Joseph Vieceli

Friday

8:00am

Purgatorial Society - Tom Kigin

Saturday

8:00am
5:00pm

Parishioners of St. Cletus
Donna Czerwinski, Rudy Kegl, Dorothy O’Neill, Chester Yobe

Sunday

7:00am
8:00am
9:30am
11:00am
6:00pm

Elsie Wagner
Parish Priests’ Intentions
Edward D. Novick, Jack Lewis, Edna Borgman
Kenneth Herzog, Emilo Molinari, Timothy Benrus, Patricia Ashworth
Priests of the Missionaries of St. Charles

AUXILIARY MINISTER SCHEDULE
WEEKEND OF MARCH 14/15, 2009

5:00 PM

7:00 AM

8:00 AM

9:30 AM

11:00 AM

St. Cletus Parish
Welcomes…

SM

Swindall, V.

Karch, J.

Samuelson, D Bolton, P.

Curnutt, R.

LR

Gallagher, J.
Loch, L.

Bellisario, J.

Bellisario, J.
Hagen, J.

Pisone, M.L.
O’Dowd, M.

Lucie Maria Grefenstette,

B2

Swindall, V.

Karch, J.

Samuelson, D Bolton, P.

Curnutt, R.

daughter of Paul & Natalie (Torres)
Grefenstette

B3

Chlapecka, R.

Mezan, M.A.

Micek, J.

Kelliher, L.

Herzog, T.

B4

Bozec, B.

Smith, D.

Haggerty, F.

Nash, S.

Hoskins, C.

B5

Andrews, D.

Ward, L.

Borsilli, H.

Dillane, J.

Condon, M.K.

B6

Malcak, L.

Ciraulo, S.

Parlier, D.

Williams, A.

Heyes, S.

Jackson Matthew Pav,

C1

Koch, B.

Okkema, A.

Zupancic, R.

Fisher, H.

son of Steven & Janet (Perisch) Pav

C2

Swindall, T.

Saban, J.

Meuwissen, J. Nilles, C.

C3

Nicosia, C.

Karch, J.

Kelliher, K.

Brannigan, R.

C4

Zaremba, E.

Hagen, C.

Nolan, J.

Ficaro, J.

C5

Ryva, E.

Stopka, S.

Thuma, M.

Garske, E.

C6

Sheridan, E.

Parlier, J.

Schump, C.

Heyes, M.

Lang, C.
Kelley, P.
Rogan, L.

Reisel, D.
Temple, P.
Temple, R.

Findley, T.
Boland, A.
Bowie, D.

Reisel, T.
Oboikovitz, L

Ryan Thomas Murray,
son of Matthew & Kristin (King) Murray

Michael Anthony Shadden,
son of Michael & Julie (Pav) Shadden

William Conner Shadden,
son of Michael & Julie (Pav) Shadden

Altar
Servers

Lawler, J.
Lawler, K.
Kelly, B.

Krecek, J.
Lombardo, M.
Patterson, M.

to the Catholic Faith through the
Sacrament of Baptism.

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday:

Monday:
Friday:

Second Sunday of Lent; Penitential Rite for Candidates for Full Communion;
Girl Scout Sunday; International Women’s Rights Day; Daylight Saving
Time begins
St. Frances of Rome; Purim (Jewish observance) begins at sunset
Abstinence
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NOTES FROM FATHER BOB…
Second Sunday of Lent 2009
In today’s Gospel three apostles see our Lord transfigured in glory. They are delighted; and who
wouldn’t be? They’ve caught a glimpse of who and what their Master really is. “It’s wonderful,” they
murmur, “just wonderful to be here. Let’s stay here; let it always be like this. Let the good times last.”
But the next time they see their Master transfigured, how different it will be! He will be lying
prostrate in the Garden of Gethsemane, his body bathed in sweat. How hard then for them to believe that
this is indeed the only Son of God, the well-beloved One. But, a little patience, just a few more days, and
that same Jesus, now ablaze with risen glory, will stand before them; and on that Easter Sunday morning
they will realize that their doubts were unfounded. God will prove his love for his Son in a way they could
never have imagined – not by saving him from suffering and death, but rather by enabling him to conquer
them and finally by raising him up from death itself.
When we’re given assurances of God’s love for us, as we are today, that’s like being with the
apostles on the Mount of Transfiguration. During the times of our lives when we meet with tragedy; when
we feel driven almost to the point of despair; finding it hard to believe that God does still care for us – that’s
like being with the apostles in the Garden of Gethsemane. And yet if we keep on trusting in him, keep on
having patience with him even though he appears to have forgotten us, then for us, as for the apostles, there
will be an Easter Sunday. On that day we shall be convinced, we shall know that he does indeed love us and
that he always has, not least in those dark moments when he seemed so far away. Then, like Peter, we shall
murmur, “Lord, it’s good for us to be here.” Only this time the joy, the thrill, the ecstasy will never grow
dull: we shall have reached the destiny for which we were made.

St. Cletus Parish Lenten Mission
Please mark your calendars for March 23rd, 24th, and 25th to come to our Parish Lenten Mission
with Fr. Rusty Shaughnessy, OFM. This is a wonderful opportunity to encounter the Lord during this holy
season. Spend some time in prayer and reflection during these three days inspired by an inspirational
mission director. Come let Fr. Rusty inform you, challenge you and transform you with prayerful insight
into the true call of this Lenten season. Please plan ahead and set this time aside so that you don’t miss the
chance to grow in your faith and strengthen your spirit in preparation of our Easter celebration.

Parish Finances
During these difficult financial times we are all experiencing the effects of our need to tighten our
personal budgets. Please know that your parish is striving very hard to do the same. We are making every
effort to lower our costs whenever possible. I am sure you have noticed that we are running over $60,000
short of our current budget. We are cutting back wherever possible. If there is anyway you can help to
narrow this gap in budget to income it will be a great help in allowing us to meet our current commitments
and will be very much appreciated.
We are currently working on our budget for 2009-10, and while trying to maintain all parish
services and ministries, we are looking at several additional cut backs including personnel hours.
All salaries for all parish employees have been frozen for the 2009-10 fiscal year. Please know that we are
very aware of the instability of these difficult financial times and are striving to prudently use and protect
our parish assets.
Lenten Blessings,

Fr. Bob
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Invest just five minutes a day, and your faith will deepen
and grow—a day at a time.

March 8, 2009

TODAY’S READINGS: Jeremiah 18:18-20; Matthew 20:17-28
“Whoever wishes to be great among you shall be your
servant.”

THURSDAY, MARCH 12
LENTEN WEEKDAY
SUNDAY, MARCH 8, 2009
Tapping your generous spirit
SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
It is tempting at a time of economic downturn to focus only on your
Have you been to the mountaintop?
own financial challenges and security. The instinct is to become less
Was Jesus transformed, or were his disciples? These three friends
generous, not more so. But our own hard times, no matter how
of Jesus were not always the most perceptive bunch. They weren’t a stressing, pale in comparison to the daily struggle for survival in
particularly wise or well-schooled group of folks, especially when it
many parts of the world. Many of the world’s poorest, for example,
came to formal religious training. But on one special day they
must spend hours each day just to obtain a few gallons of water.
glimpsed the truth about their friend and teacher. The story of Jesus’ The next time you turn on the tap in your home, say a short prayer
transfiguration in front of Peter, James, and John serves as
for the world’s poorest. And if you want to take the next step,
inspiration and promise that we, too, can catch a glimpse of God’s
Catholic Relief Services will show you how: Visit www.crs.org.
glory, regardless of our walk of life or prior training. All that is
TODAY’S READINGS: Jeremiah 17:5-10; Luke 16:19-31
required is a willingness to follow Jesus to the mountaintop.
“A poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, who
TODAY’S READINGS: Genesis 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18;
longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich
Romans 8:31b-34; Mark 9:2-10
man’s table.”
“Then Peter said to Jesus in reply, ‘Rabbi, it is good that
we are here!’ ”
FRIDAY, MARCH 13
MONDAY, MARCH 9
FEAST OF FRANCES OF ROME, RELIGIOUS
Make the most of mercy
Seeking mercy for others even when none has been shown you is a
sure sign of holiness. Saint Frances of Rome (1384-1440) suffered
tremendous trials, including the death of two of her children, her
husband injured in battle, another son exiled, and her family fortune
seized. Through all her suffering Frances extended loving care to
the poor and sick of Rome. One of the rare saints called an
exemplary wife and mother, Frances was an extraordinary neighbor
as well. She rejected a noble’s life of frivolity and, instead, chose to
dedicate herself to the service of others during a time of war, famine,
and plague. What tender mercies can you offer today?
TODAY’S READINGS: Daniel 9:4b-10; Luke 6:36-38
“Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. Stop judging
and you will not be judged.”
TUESDAY, MARCH 10
LENTEN WEEKDAY; JEWISH FEAST OF PURIM
Saturday for the soul
A lot of us put off chores till Saturday, when we have more time to
straighten up the living room, punch some pillows, gather up the
newspapers, and sort through the mail. Isaiah issues the invitation
today to set things right internally as well as externally. When do we
ever observe a Saturday for the soul? Gathering and sorting are
spiritual matters as much as material ones. And, yes, sometimes we
may need to resort to a little straightening up, too. As our Jewish
friends celebrate Purim with charitable works, let’s reflect on how we
might “set things right” closer to home.
TODAY’S READINGS: Isaiah 1:10, 16-20; Matthew 23:1-12
“Come now, let us set things right, says the Lord.”
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11
LENTEN WEEKDAY - The ladder of success
“Does a ladder go up or down?” a child asked. Good question! The
answer depends on where you happen to be positioned in
relationship to it. When it comes to the Christian journey, the
ladder most certainly goes down, at least at first. Jesus did not
deem equality with God something to be grasped, as Paul tells us
in his Letter to the Philippians. Down to earth, down into our
humanity, and down into suffering, death, and the tomb is the
trajectory Jesus took. He could therefore teach from experience
that the one who wishes to be great must be the servant of all.
Seek every chance to serve.

LENTEN WEEKDAY - Coming at you!
Wouldn’t it be great if there were such things as “Lenten 3-D
glasses” that we could wear every year from Ash Wednesday until
Easter? They would make distractions disappear into the
background and the things that are really important—like faith in
God, love of our neighbor, and care for the Earth—pop out. Of
course those lenses don’t exist, but the traditional practices of Lent,
that is, prayer, fasting, and almsgiving, have the potential to produce
similar results. When observed with the right spirit these disciplines
help us ignore the hype and noise of our culture and make it
possible to see more clearly the true value of people and things.
How is your Lent going?
TODAY’S READINGS: Genesis 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a;
Matthew 21:33-43, 45-46
“The stone that the builders rejected has become the
cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in
our eyes!”
SATURDAY, MARCH 14
LENTEN WEEKDAY
Rightness is not righteousness
The story of the prodigal son is one of Jesus’ best, and one in which
many can find themselves: the errant one who has come to his or
her senses at last and is coming home, afraid it may be too late.
Jesus seems, however, to point even beyond the father’s
breathtaking forgiveness for the son who has come home. There is
that other son. That’s the one we have to be worried about and be
careful we do not become. The younger son, embarrassed and
contrite (mostly), has accepted a love he may not even understand,
but the righteousness (dare we say self-righteousness?) of the elder
son (who has always done everything right) may be breaking away
from his father in a far more destructive way.
TODAY’S READINGS: Micah 7:14-15, 18-20; Luke 15:1-3, 11-32
“And when he refused to enter the house, his father came out
and pleaded with him.”
©2009 by TrueQuest Communications, L.L.C. PHONE: 800-9422811; E-MAIL: mail@takefiveforfaith.com; WEBSITE:
www.TakeFiveForFaith.com. Licensed for noncommercial use. All
rights reserved. Scripture quotes come from the New Revised
Standard Version of the Bible.
Contributors: Father Paul Boudreau, Alice Camille, Daniel Grippo,
Father Larry Janowski, Ann O’Connor, Joel Schorn, and Patrice J.
Tuohy
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GOSPEL OF MARK SCRIPTURE STUDY; MARCH 12, 19, 26.
ROOM 201 IN THE EDUCATION BUILDING

• AFTER 8:00AM MASS UNTIL 10:00AM

Please read chapters 3:7 thru 8:21 of Mark’s Gospel in preparation for this session.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

What is a parable? Why does Jesus speak in parables? To clarify? To obfuscate?
Are there any clues that Mark’s community had difficulty in accepting gentiles?
Do you think there was something going on in the life of Mark’s community that moved
him to incorporate for these parables about seeds?
In these chapters what insights do we get to faith?
Why do you think Mark makes such an item out of his followers not “getting it”?

BE SURE TO BRING A BIBLE WITH YOU
AGAIN, EVERYONE IS INVITED - EVEN IF YOU MISSED THE FIRST SESSION
PLEASE JOIN… ST. CLETUS ROSARY PRAYER GROUP

Where:
Time:
Bring:

St. Cletus Church
We will meet at 12:00 Noon every Sunday (after the 11:00am Mass) near the Tabernacle.
Your Rosary - we recite the Glorious Mysteries (within 30 minutes of God’s time).
Questions? Contact Patti Boland
(708) 482-7768
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DO YOU KNOW?
Situated in Southeast Asia, the Philippines
is comprised of more than 7, 100 islands.
Catholic Relief Services has been working in
the Philippines continuously since 1945 when it
launched relief and reconstruction projects in the
wake of World War II.
Today, besides providing relief to victims of
natural and man-made emergencies, CRS has evolved
into a premier development agency that supports
ongoing programs in Peace and Reconciliation,
Health, Enterprise Development, and Agriculture/
Natural Resource Management.

March 8, 2009

Please Pray for Our
Recently Deceased
and Their Families
Sr. Catherine Gallagher,
sister of Fr. Charles Gallagher

Stanley E. Panek,
husband of Gloria

Phyllis A. Prevanas,
sister of Marion Wojcik

James Francis Slowik,
son of Clare Slowik

UPDATE
Our volunteers are working hard to pack the
200 bags we will need for the March 12 food
distribution. Please remember to add a few items to
your shopping cart from our “grocery” list, and drop
them off in the bins provided in the Church vestibule.
Needed staples include rice, dry pinto beans, peanut
butter, jelly, pasta, pasta sauce, tuna, canned fruit and
vegetables, meals in a can/box, macaroni & cheese,
cereal, diapers (all sizes), and paper goods.
Some suggested “extras” are crackers, boxed side
dishes, juice, powdered or evaporated milk, coffee, tea
and cooking oil. Thank you for helping us help others.

Mary Beth Ford
Director of Social Concerns

May God Grant Them Eternal Rest.
Amen.
UPCOMING DATES FOR MANNA
CASH & CARRY
MANNA will be available after Masses in the
church vestibule the weekends of March 14/15 and
March 28/29. Consider using Home Depot or Menards
gift cards for your upcoming spring project! Please call
Erin Rhoads (708) 588-0510 or Leslie Doherty
(708) 482-0257 with any questions or concerns.
A NEW IDEA
Everybody thinks of changing humanity; nobody
thinks of changing themselves.
—Leo Tolstoy

Please remember our sick in your prayers: Norma Evans, Mario Aguilar, Ronald Novotny, Bob Reichl,
Therese Wess, Marguerite May, Scott May, Dr. Karen Chermel, Denise Kuchta, Jerry Pietras, Anna Ciszek,
Blasé Cinquegrani, Trudy Pacanowski, Roberta Zeman, James Prucha, Pauline Cuttill, Emma Fontana,
Mark Ronchetti, Adrienne Welenc, Kathryn Super-Wilson, John Burke, Larry Rincon, Joseph Fajdich,
Betty Niwa, Donal Fox, Mary Barnish, Elaine Bianco, Freda Guide, Leslie Imholt, Ryan Cosgrove, Ann Fahey, Joan Klein,
Rosemary Sylvester, Rose Olferchek, Steve Zeman, Sister Arlene Gibson, Zach Sperka, Mike Patzelt, Rita D’Onofrio,
Marilyn Matesevac, Hunter Peters, Cacilia Ziegler, Ruth Calandriello, Ann Marie Nabor, Nadine Pankow, Patty Johnson,
Agnes Suennen, Joseph Johnson, Stephanie Yakowicz, Gail Pankow-Locker, Josie Spoto, Larry Wojnar, Louise Jaunich,
Frank Werner, Agnes Olszowka, Marie Krolecki. Also pray for our parishioners who are in nursing homes or are
homebound unable to attend Mass. Please know we pray daily for the sick and dying.
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WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS!

We are pleased to welcome these newly
registered parishioners to our parish family:
Mr. & Mrs. Shawn Ballin and Family, Betty J.
Crawford, Michael Gryslak, Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Kiley,
McPartlin/Mehdizadeh Family, Mr. & Mrs. Timothy
Moltone, Mr. & Mrs. Geronimo Nuñez and Family and
Jennifer Robertson.
If you have been attending St. Cletus, but have
not yet registered as a parishioner, please consider the
commitment of parish membership.
CAREER NETWORK –
LINKED IN PRESENTATION

You have heard about LinkedIn, but do you
really know how to use this exceptional professional
networking tool to accelerate your job search?
On Thursday, March 19, at 7:00pm in the Parish Center,
the Interfaith Career Network will host a presentation
that you won’t want to miss. Our presenter, Matt Kerr,
will discuss the tremendous benefits of using LinkedIn to
advance your job search. LinkedIn is a free networking
tool and has over 36 million profiles of members
throughout the world, with a new member joining
approximately every second of the day.
Your professional network of trusted contacts provides
you an advantage in your career, and is one of the most
valuable assets you have. LinkedIn exists to help you
make better use of your professional network and help
the people you trust in return. If you are new to
networking, or an accomplished networker, don’t miss
this opportunity to learn more and gain new ideas and
tips on how to enhance your networking capabilities
utilizing the power of LinkedIn. As always, the meeting
is free and there will be networking opportunities
following the speaker session. Invite a friend to join
you.
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STEWARDSHIP
“I know how devoted you are to God, since you did
not withhold from me your own beloved son”
Genesis 22:12

Abraham was so devoted to God that he was willing to
sacrifice his only son. How does our own devotion
compare? Do we withhold time, talent and treasure
from the God who sacrificed His only Son for us?

Weekly Giving Summary
Sunday Collection, March 1 ...…..
$ 27,076
Last Year ….……………………………. $ 30,330
Total Collection:
Year-to-Date……………………..………..$930,357
Previous Year-to-Date…………...……. $974,089
Needed for Budget thru 3/01/09..………

$991,375

ST. CLETUS EARNS WITH NATIONAL CITY

Thank you to those who participated in the
CommUNITY Banking program with National City in
2008. New account sign ups and interest earned from
accounts earned the parish over $200 which will be used
for technology improvements. You can still participate
by aligning your existing National City account with the
program and by opening a new savings or checking
account. Find a flyer under “Fundraising” on our website
and be sure to reference CommUNITY # 407 when
banking.

Chris Wagner
Director of Technology
St. Cletus would be grateful if you would consider
remembering the parish in your estate planning.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS!
Thank you to all of the generous neighbors of St. Cletus who participated in the Religious
Education Food Drive for our Food Pantry. The RE Students were invited to pass out food requests to their
neighbors for our Food Pantry. They collected the food and are returning it to St. Cletus this weekend. Our fifth
graders are sorting the food and helping Mrs. Ford place it on the shelves of our food pantry.
A Huge THANK YOU TO JEWEL FOR DONATING the brown bags that we are using for our food
collection.

Pat Kahl
Director of Religious Education
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PARISH STAFF

Rev. Robert Clark
Pastor
Rev. Edgar Rodriguez
Associate Pastor
Rev. Charles Watkins
Associate Pastor
Rev. Charles Gallagher
Pastor Emeritus
Rev. Mr. Jesús and Silvia Casas
Deacon Couple
PASTORAL STAFF

Paulette Bolton
Director of Worship
(708) 352-4834
Deacon Jesús Casas
Director of Hispanic Ministry
(708) 215-5440
Amy Cranny
Director of Youth Ministry
(708) 215-5419

March 8, 2009
Denise Parlier
Administrative Assistant
Mary Zwolinski
Receptionist/Office Assistant
(708) 352-4820

Mary Beth Ford
Director of Social Concerns
(708) 215-5418
Debbie Lestarczyk
Director of Facilities & Grounds
(708) 215-5405
Derek Sawicki
Supervisor of Maintenance
(708) 215-5406
Justin Sisul
Director of Music
(708) 215-5423
Christopher Wagner
Director of Technology
(708) 215-5420
Dolores Wouk
Director of Ministry of Care
(708) 215-5407

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION STAFF

Patricia Kahl
Director of Religious Education
Holly Kallal
Administrative Assistant
(708) 352-2383
RECTORY STAFF

Patricia Drobny
Bulletin Editor
Nora Gardner
Rectory Receptionist
Bobbie Kallal
Administrative Assistant
Michele O’Brien
Director of Financial Operations
(708) 352-6209

SCHOOL STAFF

Jolene Hillgoth
School Principal
Kathy Lifka
Assistant Principal

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Pastor - Rev. Robert Clark • Associate Pastor - Rev. Edgar Rodriguez • Associate Pastor - Rev. Charles Watkins
Co-Chairpersons: Anne Babirak, Tom Finucane
Recording Secretary: Sue Schiller

Vice - Chairperson: Rita Mayer
Corresponding Secretary: Lori Ashe

Worship Ministry: Sue Schiller, Jackie Wiley

Finance Liaison: Brian Kapusta

Parish Representative: Joe Bamberger, Lori Ashe

Youth Ministry: Barb Mitchell, Rita Mayer

Education Ministry: Anne Babirak, (School)
Sharon Gleich (Religious Education)

Pastoral Care Ministry:
C. Rodger Brown, Xavier Polanski

Development Ministry: Maggie Nelson, Tom Finucane

Staff Representative: Jolene Hillgoth
Jim Ryva

Hispanic Ministry: Silvia Casas
Ignacio Saavedra
Technology Representative: Julie Lenz

MASSES

WEDDINGS

CONFESSIONS

Saturday Evening: 5:00pm

Dates and times are reserved for
registered parishioners. Initial
arrangements must be completed five
months in advance of the wedding date.

Confessions every Saturday of the
month 4:15-4:45pm.

HOME/HOSPITAL VISITATION
AND COMMUNION CALLS

BULLETIN ARTICLES

Sunday: 7:00am, 8:00am, 9:30am,
11:00am, (6:00pm Spanish)
Weekdays: Mon., thru Sat., 8:00am
Evening before Holy Day: 7:00pm
Holy Day: 6:30am, 8:00am

Please contact the Ministry of Care
office (215-5407).

BAPTISMS
1st & 3rd Sunday of the month at
1:00pm. Parents must be registered
parishioners and attend the Baptism
Preparation Class. Please make
arrangements by calling the Rectory
office (352-6209)

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
AND BENEDICTION
1st Monday of the Month immediately
following the 8:00am Mass with
Benediction at 6:45pm.

The deadline for Canticle article
submission is 5:00pm Friday, one full
week prior to Sunday’s publication.
Articles may be submitted electronically
to canticle@stcletusparish.com.
RECTORY OFFICE HOURS

Monday thru Saturday: 9:00am-5:00pm
Sunday: 8:00am-1:00pm

